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Baseball season ends in Gainesville

dth file
Alex Raburn is called safe as he slides into home plate during the Tar Heels’ final NCAA Tournament 
game in Gainesville, FL, on June 2. The Tar Heels ended their season with a record of 35-27.

By Pat James
Summer Sports Editor

This article appeared in an 
earlier edition of The Daily 
Tar Heel. It has been updated 
and edited for space.

JUNE 5 — Heads hanging 
in disappointment and feet 
shuffling, the North Carolina 
baseball team solemnly 

headed into the dugout at 
McKethan Stadium after its 
season-ending 12-5 loss to 
Long Beach State on June 2.

Senior Parks Jordan, who 
hit 1-for-10 in the Gainesville 
Regional, was steps away 
from departing the field for 
the final time in his blue and 
white uniform when a famil-
iar face intercepted his path.

Coach Mike Fox stood with 
his arms spread wide and 
embraced Jordan, one of three 
seniors whose career conclud-
ed, before he ducked into the 
shadows of the dugout.

“Saying goodbye to seniors 
is the worst part of coaching 
— it just stinks,” Fox said.

“Their career is over, and 
you spent a lot of time with 
them. I feel bad for them. If the 
world worked like it was sup-
posed to, your seniors would 
go out on a high note and play 
great baseball. It’s like life — it 
doesn’t work that way.”

The loss to the Dirtbags 
came on the tail end of a 5-2 
win against No. 2 national 
seed Florida on May 31 to 
fend off elimination after fall-
ing to LBSU the day before.

And for a youthful team 
that battled through adversity 
all season and will return 
most of its starters, Fox says 
UNC (35-27) will build off its 
appearance in the regionals 
heading into next year.

“I think we got a lot out of 
our kids this year,” Fox said. 
“So some good experience for 
our young players to get into 
a regional, play in a regional, 
win a game in a regional and 
lose a game in a regional. It’s 
an experience, and they’ve 
just got to go through it.”

Early in the season, the 
Tar Heels’ chances of mak-
ing a 13th consecutive NCAA 
Tournament appearance took 
a severe hit.

Ranked No. 13 in the 
preseason, UNC opened the 
year by dropping its opening 

series against the College of 
Charleston and home opener 
to Xavier, the first loss in 
a home opener since Fox 
became head coach in 1999.

But following a walk-off 
win in their series finale 
against Xavier on Feb. 23, the 
Tar Heels reeled off 11 victo-
ries over their next 13 games 
— justifying the preseason 
hype surrounding the team.

And as quickly as UNC 
seemed to be gaining momen-
tum, the wheels fell off. The 
team dropped seven of its 
next eight games, including 
a sweep by Duke for the first 

time since 1994.
“We’ve just got to start 

playing inning by inning, 
winning every inning,” said 
catcher Korey Dunbar after 
a 3-1 loss to Winthrop in 
March. “Right now we’re just 
not doing that. And I don’t 
know what we’ve got to do, 
but we’ve just got to step it up 
— no excuses at all.”

The stretch dug the Tar 
Heels into must-win territory 
for the final stretch of the sea-
son. And with victories over 
Virginia, Florida State and 
Miami, the team clinched a 
spot in the ACC Tournament.

After a 1-2 start in the 
conference tournament, UNC 
used a six-run eighth inning 
to capture a 13-7 win against 
Maryland that propelled 
the team into the NCAA 
Tournament. And although 
his team ultimately fell short 
of returning to the College 
World Series, Fox said his 
team never gave in.

“I’m proud of our guys for 
continuing to play hard and 
compete until the very end. 
That’s all you can ask.”

Contact the desk editor at 
sports@dailytarheel.com.
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 AND A SUPERB
 CAROLINA YEAR

 HERE’S
 TO YOU!

 Welcome Welcome
 Back! Back!

 • Washer and Dryer in Every Apartment Home
 • Wood-Burning Fireplaces Available In Many Units
 • Water, Sewage, and Trash Removal Included
 • New 24-Hour Onsite Fitness Center
 • Located on three main bus line (T, NS, and A)
 • Experienced and Friendly Service Team 
    Dedicated to the Needs of our Residents

 • Pet Friendly Community  • New Clubhouse
 • Sparkling New Pool  • One Tennis Court
 • Sand Volleyball Court  • Basketball Court

 Community Amenities Community Amenities

 CALL US TODAY! CALL US TODAY!
 for more details about our great 

 amenities and to make an 
 appointment to reserve your very 
 own 1 or 2 bedroom apartment.

 110 Piney Mountain Road • Chapel Hill, NC 27514
 Tel: 866.995.2289 • Fax: 919.942.6943

 www.LiveShadowood.com

 You’ll fall in love with our fabulous features!

 MATTRESS SETS BY

 Present this ad with UNC ID at time of purchase
 for  * FREE  local delivery or  * FREE  bed frame 
 with any mattress set purchase of $448 or more.

 Better Mattress = Better Sleep = Better Grades!

 WE’LL SAVE YOU MONEY ON

 FULL SETS START AT $238.00

 “Come See Us Today…
 Sleep Better Tonight”

 Great 
 selection 
 of futons 

 & 
 platform 

 beds

 Save $40 on any 

 frame and mattress 

 combo of $329 

 or more

 (no other offers apply)

 1728 Fordham Blvd., Chapel Hill
 (919) 967-8811

 ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 8/24/2014

 TWIN-SET  FULL-SET   QUEEN-SET   KING-SET

 DO THE MATH!

 Park Place Firm  $188  $238  $268   NA
 Park Place Eurotop  $208  $258  $288   NA
 Sealy  Firm  $298  $387  $397  $648
                  Plush or Firm  $387  $488  $498  $795
 Sealy  Plush or Firm  $418  $488  $498  $795

 * Dorm delivery extra

 Special black metal futon with 8” mattress $238

 10 Models under $500 in Queen

 thebettersleepstore.com

 HOURS: Mon-Fri 10-7 • Sat 10-6 • Sun 1-5


