Bill Snider
Conducted by Tom Bowers on Nov. 30, 2007, in Greensboro, N.C.
(16:18).
This is an accurate account of the interview but is not a transcript.

Track 1 (2:03). He started a neighborhood newspaper in Salisbury, N.C., when he was young, and he knew he would go into journalism. His father attended UNC, and Snider knew he would, too. His father was a friend of Frank Porter Graham and admired him a great deal. Snider also knew Graham and enjoyed Sunday night dinners at Graham’s home with other students. 

Track 2 (1:07). He wrote a column for the Tar Heel called “Light on the Hill,” which was also the name he chose for his book about the history of the university. He became a reporter for the Tar Heel, and he remembered interviewing a biology professor called “Froggy” Wilson. Snider naturally gravitated toward the journalism department.


Track 3 (1:33). He started in the Department of Journalism when it was in Bynum Hall. Skipper Coffin was an irascible old character, a very feisty, Bible-quoting man, and he had a wonderful influence over everyone he met. He was a lot different than Phillips Russell, the creative writing teacher. Russell was fine, and Snider learned a lot from him. His favorite expression was “Bring on the bear.”

Track 4 (1:22). Bynum Hall had been an old gymnasium. Coffin knew a lot about North Carolina and its history. He taught Snider how to cover a baseball game, and Snider enjoyed knowing him and learning from him. 


Track 5 (2:19). Snider said Robert Ruark’s descriptions of Skipper Henry were vivid pictures of Coffin as a man and a teacher. Coffin used the described teaching technique very successfully. 


Track 6 (2:35). He remembered what the campus was like prior to World War II. He remembered that the Tar Heel printed a banner every issue that said, “Keep America Out of Europe’s War.” There was a lot of isolationist sentiment on campus. He remembered seeing an array of battle crosses placed on campus by the American Student Union, which was a very antiwar organization. His own feelings turned 180 degrees when Frank Graham followed the example of William Allen White and said the United States needed to respond to German’s aggression. 

Track 7 (1:03). John Harden got him a job on the Salisbury Evening Post, but he joined the army and went to China, Burma and India, helping to build the Lido Road into Chungking. He came back to Salisbury and later went to Raleigh as secretary to Governor Greg Cherry, which Harden had also done. 


Track 8 (1:26). Rush Hamrick, a friend, and Snider were chosen to edit the Blowing Rocket in Blowing Rock one summer when they were students. It was the year of the great flood in western North Carolina. 


Track 9 (1:01). He had a different perspective on the school when he was an editor. He thought the department had done a great job when he was a student, and it has continued to do so. Chapel Hill has turned out some very good journalists. 


Track 10 (1:49). The university has been a wonderful place for the education of rank and file citizens of the state, who later went back to their hometowns to become leaders. Chapel Hill has been a gathering place for much of the richness of North Carolina’s history. The state has always had honest government, and the university has played a role in that.

