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News from the 
ORCHARD

We help families grow their dreams

 • Houston Cottage’s Transitional Living Program is
  expanding, with definite plans underway for the renovation
  and occupation of two currently empty buildings.

 • All of our Houston residents are employed.

 • One of our Houston graduates began her senior year
  of college.

 • Forty-five four year olds left us in June, ready
  for kindergarten.

 • A solar farm is being built on 25 acres, adding to the crops,
  cows, sheep, clubs, and cell tower which also use our excess
  acreage and generate revenue which serves our mission.

These are exciting times at Sipe’s! You will see in this newsletter 
our expansion plans for the Transitional Living Program, as 
well as samples of all the folks who support our work. From 
cash donations, fund raisers, and physical labor, our community 
propels us forward with its gifts of time, talent, and treasure.

From the President

Jamie Brown, CEO

Vice-president 
Mark Morgan 

receiving a 
check from 

Sierra Wright, 
manager of 

Tutti-Frutti in 
Hickory.

Jamie Brown receiving a check from Joe Spears, president of 
the online Rotary E-Club One.

Maria is driving on her own now, having recently obtained her 
driver’s license.

“I Had To Find A New Life”
Maria literally walked up to the Houston Transitional Living 
Program one day and said she needed a place to live. Her mother 
was taking advantage of Maria, forcing her to abandon school, 
friends, and dreams in order to provide free childcare for her 
younger siblings. After a year and a half at Houston, Maria has 
graduated from high school, obtained her first part time job, and 
learned to drive. Today, Maria is working a new, full time job at a 
doctor’s office, planning and collecting for her own apartment, and 
saving for her first car which she hopes to purchase later this year.

For a couple of years we have focused on 
restoration at Sipe’s--restoration of children’s 
lives as well as our buildings and grounds. 
Today, we are seeing results!
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Houston Program Will Grow to Serve 
More Youth
Plans are underway to expand the Transitional Living Program into additional buildings on 
the Sipe’s campus.

The Transitional Living Program in Houston Cottage opened in 2010 and was soon 
overwhelmed by requests for placements. Having already grown from a maximum of six 
residents to twelve, the program is ready to grow again.

Dr. Jason Guyer, Houston Cottage Manager, says he is excited about this expansion.  “It 
gives us the opportunity to meet more needs of our present population as well as opens up 
more beds for more kids.  We’re calling it Stepping In, Stepping Up, and Stepping Out.”

“We have a wide range of strengths, interests, abilities, and maturity living under one roof 
right now,” says Jamie Brown, Sipe’s Orchard Home’s president. “Expanding into other 
buildings makes it possible for us to tailor the programs for different youths’ needs.”

The expanded Transitional Living Program will be divided into three distinct tiers which 
will offer each resident the most appropriate environment:

Stepping Up  In Bumgarner Cottage, residents will find that more is expected of them and 
less will be done for them. These youth will be attending school and/or working, managing 
their day-to-day needs, and clearly moving themselves forward.

Stepping In  Houston Cottage will serve as the entry point into the Transitional Living 
Program for most youth and provide the most supervision, the most structure, and the most 
focus on each resident’s needs and goals.



Can you help us make this 
expansion a reality?
Here are some of our most pressing needs:
• Furniture
• Kitchen appliances
• Kitchen & cleaning supplies
• Towels, linens, pillows, drapes, blinds
• Labor (painting, renovating, and
 setting up)
• Paint and painting supplies
• Vehicles

Dr. Jason Guyer is the new Cottage Manager 
for the Houston Transitional Living Program. 
Jason began at Houston in 2012, moving from 
part-time to overnight to full-time positions. He 
has been a pastor in this area for 30 years and 
is founder and pastor of Big God Ministries. He 
says, “I consider my work at Sipe’s an extension 
of my call to ministry.”

Stepping Out  Residents of the two-story house may need periodic staff support, 
but they will essentially live on their own. This residence will offer the youth 
a safe place to practice their independence, save some money, and establish 
themselves as solid young adults.

Bumgarner Cottage and the two-story house need considerable renovations. 
We have raised about a third of the funds we will need for this project. As we 
raise the money, we are also defining the details of the programs, pursuing all 
necessary licensing, and spreading the word about this expansion at Sipe’s.

The Transitional Living Program serves young adults who are homeless, aging 
out of foster care, or otherwise disadvantaged and unable to cope successfully on 
their own. The program has helped numerous youth attain the skills, confidence, 
and credentials that they need to achieve independence.

Former homeboy Peter Hauser and his wife Bobbi visited this 
summer. Peter had many interesting tales to tell of his life before, 
during, and after his time at Sipe’s in the 1950’s, as well as his 
family’s fascinating story of immigration during World War II.

President Jamie Brown receiving a check from Ray Robinson of 
GKN Driveline in Newton.



Tyndall Center Welcomes New Children
The three NCPK classrooms in the Tyndall Center started another school year with a new director, 45 new kids, seasoned teachers, 
great activities, and plenty of excitement.

Amber Vega is the new Director of Early Age Education; 
she oversees the NCPK classrooms and the summer 
camp program.  Amber was an Air Force medic and is 
a Certified Child Life Specialist. She has three years of 
experience as a private child care center director. Amber 
is married and has two children.

The NCPK teachers and assistants enjoyed Teacher Appreciation Week 
in the spring. Pictured here are, seated, Linda Kuykendall, Kristin 
Oxford, Lori Herman, and, standing, Megan DeWitt, Emaly Williams, 
Na Lae See, and interim director Tonya Whisnant. All of last year’s 
teachers returned this fall.

The annual NCPK graduation was its usual pageant of smiles, 
fidgets, songs, cute children, happy teachers, and proud parents.

Playground activities are a perennial favorite.

The Kappa 
Delta sorority 
from Lenoir 
Rhyne University 
spent a day 
fixing up the 
Tyndall Center’s 
playground 
before the new 
school year 
started. Grace and Truth Baptist Church of Hickory held their second 

fundraiser for Sipe’s. A host of talented musicians entertained at 
the church for a day of southern gospel music.



Summer campers enjoyed a host of activities, guest speakers, and special events, only a few of which are pictured here. Where else can 
kids learn about precious gems, cowboys, model airplanes, hula dancing, patriotism, and horseback riding, all in one summer?

ABC Florist
Mr. &  Mrs. Chris Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Allen Alexander
American Legion Post 16
Anonymous Gifts
Apple Matching Gifts Program
Mr.  & Mrs. Jason D. Arnold
Mr.  William Baird
Mr.  & Mrs. Martin R. Banish
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip B. Barringer
Bassett Furniture Industries
Mr. & Mrs. David Black
Ms. Susan Blake
Blessings in a Backpack
Mr. and Mrs. Will Blitch
The Reverend & Mrs. H. L. Blume
Mr. & Mrs. David Bostian
Cally Bowman
Duane & DeLane Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. Steven E. Bowman
Box Car Grille
Dr. & Mrs. David W. Branyon
Broome Associated Insurance
Mr.  & Mrs. James R Brown
Buffalo Wild Wings
Building Systems of Catawba County, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. J. Michael Butler
C.O. Miller Memorial Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Canerday

Mrs. Phyllis Cannon
Ms. Phyllis Carswell
Catawba County United Way, Inc.
Catco Properties LLC
Center United Methodist Church
Mr. Jack I. Chandler
Charity Chase
Mr. Jim Clay
Mr.  & Mrs. Martin L. Cline
Mr. William S. Cochran
Mr. & Mrs. W. E. Collins
Conover Cowboys Organization
Conover Home Center
Mr. Tim Cook
Ms. Joyce G. Corbett
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Coulter
Mr. & Mrs. Bois D. Crocker
Mr. Gregory Crocker
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis W. Dagenhardt
Mr.  & Mrs. Mark Randall Davis
Mr.  & Mrs. David E. Deal
Mr.  & Mrs. Donald R. Deal
Mr.  & Mrs. Jimmie L. Deal
Mr. & Mrs. J. Douglas Dickson, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dodd
Mr. & Mrs. John T. Doney
Mrs. Leila B. Doughton
Ms. Peggy L. Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley C. Dunlap

Mr.  & Mrs. Fletcher M. Edens
Mr. J. C. Epting Jr.
Fiber-Line, Inc.
Ms. Joyce Fidler
Ms. June Field
Mr.  & Mrs. Larry W. Field
First Presbyterian Church
Food Lion Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Frank
Frye Regional Medical Center
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Garlow
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Gentry
Genworth Financial
Dr. Alice George
Mr. & Mrs. Boyd L. George
Geppeto’s, Inc.
GKN Driveline
GKN Foundation
Glen Oaks Investment Group, Inc.
Dr. Steven Gold
Grace & Truth Baptist Church
Ms. Fannie W Grimes
Ms. Jennifer C Guenter
Mr.  & Mrs. Ryan W. Hager
Mr.  & Mrs. Max M. Hall
Mr.  & Mrs. Wesley A. Harris
Ms. Diane Hawkins
Hayden Foundation
Mr. Donald Hedrick

The following donors supported Sipe’s from January 1 through July 31. Thank You!

Continued on Page Six

Summer Camp



Mr. & Mrs. Roger Henry
Hoke Lumber Co
Horsefeathers Roadhouse
Ms. Carmen E. Houston
Mr. & Mrs. Coy Hudson
Mr. Eric Scott Huffman
Mr.  & Mrs. Claud H. Huggins Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. White Iddings
Imagine One Resources, LLC
Interstate Foam & Supply
Mr. J. Eulan Johnson Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thad Johnson
Ms. Sue T. Kapellusch
Mr.  & Mrs. Randy A. Kauffman
Mr.  & Mrs. David R. Keck
 Mrs. Glenn Kenworthy
Mr. & Mrs. Allan C. Koehler
Kohl’s Department Store
Mr. & Mrs. Tony O. Lafone
Ms. Martha H Leatherman
Mr. & Mrs. Berlyn D. Ledford
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ledford
Mr. Stan Lindsey
Mr.  & Mrs. Thad Lineberger
Mr.  & Mrs. Brock Long
Ms. Karol Lowery
Mr. & Mrs. Todd S. Lynn
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Mahnke
Mr.  & Mrs. Jimmy Makar
Ms. Vickie Marlowe
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Martin
Ms. Kaye H. Matthews
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Mayo
McDonald’s
Mr.  & Mrs. Mark A. McLean
Ms. Shellie M Michael
Mile High United Way
Rev. & Mrs. William Milholland
Mr. & Mrs. John Miller
Miller Enterprise LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Will Monroe
Ms. Gina Morris
Mr.  & Mrs. Richard E. Moser
Mt Olive Lutheran Church
Mt. Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Mull
Newton Florist
North Carolina Community Foundation
Olive Garden
The Rev. & Mrs. Robert M. Ott

Dr. Susan Pabst
Mrs. Susannah Dell Patton
Peoples Bank
Mr. Fred A. Poovey
Mr. Joe Poovey
Mr.  & Mrs. Donald Wade Poust
Ms. Annie J Propst
Ms. Vonda L. Punch
Mr.& Mrs. Paul Queen
Mr. & Mrs. John Rector
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Reese
Ms. Maria Register
Ms. Regina Borders Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Rogers, Jr.
Rotary Club of Lake Hickory
Rotary EClub One
Ms. Emily O Ruiz
Sam’s Club
Sandy Ridge Wesleyan Church
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Schmucker
Mr.  & Mrs. Lance A. Sellers
 Mrs. Harold Setzer
Mrs. Frank J. Sherrill
Sherwin-Williams Co.
Mr.  & Mrs. Robert H. Shoffner
Mr. A. Alex Shuford
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Shuford
Mr. & Mrs. Steve M. Shuford
Mrs. Rebecca Simpson
V. O. & Viola Sipe Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Snipes
Mr. Joseph G. Spears
Dr. & Mrs. Lynn B. Spees
Mr. & Mrs. Larry R. Sprouse, Sr.
St. Aloysius Catholic Church
St. Stephens Lutheran Church ELCA
St. Stephens Lutheran Womens Missionary League
St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Ms. Kathy Starnes
Lula Jane Stearns
Sutter Street Manufacturing
Mr. & Mrs. Thornton Tappy
The GE Foundation
The Unifour Foundation Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Thomason
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Trimm
Truist
United Way of Central Indiana
United Way of SE Pennsylvania

Mr.  & Mrs. Larry Vanorman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Vollinger
Mrs. Landon Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Jess G. Waters
Mr. Bob E. Watts
Mr. & Mrs. C. John Watts
Wells Fargo Bank N.A.
Wendy’s
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Wessels, Jr.
WestRock
Mrs. Tonya Whisnant
Ms. Beverly White
Mrs. Peter W. Whitener
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Whitworth, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. C. John Wiley
Ms. Jerri Wilfong
Mrs. Nancy J. Wilfong
Mr.  & Mrs. Jay G. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. L. Samuel Williams, Jr.
Mr & Mrs. Todd A. Williams
Pastor &  Mrs. John Woodard
Mr.  & Mrs. Bobby Young
Mr. and Mrs. Joe B. Yount
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Yount
Zaxby’s
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, ELCA

In Honor of…

Beth Bedington
  Mr. W. Scott Bedington
Ruth Boaz
  Mr. William David Boaz
Jeffrey P. Bronnenberg
  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Willingham
Bill & Judith Burton
  Mr. & Mrs. L. Samuel Williams, Jr.
Bill Burton
  Mr. & Mrs. Harold Shull
Employees of Hickory Saw & Tool, Inc.
  Hickory Saw & Tool, Inc.
Glenn & Jason Jarrett
  National Philanthropic Trust DAF
Keith Johnson
  Dr. K. Wayne Smith
Kirstin Savannah Kerr
  Kulynych Family Foundation I, Inc.
Dr. P. Jeffrey Lowe & staff
  Reverend Fred E. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. George Moretz
  Mr. & Mrs. Glenn C. Shoaf
Lee & Michele Moritz
  Mr. W. Stine Isenhower
Virginia Myrick
  Mrs. Peggy Coley Lippard
Grace Reed
  Davidson, Holland, Whitesell & Co., PLLC
Glenn Shoaf
  Mr. & Mrs. Barry Whisnant
Kate & Harry Simpson
  Mrs. Rebecca Simpson
Neva Sipe
  Mr. Jerry Sipe
Audrey Smith
  Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hoyle
Mrs. Mary Teeter
  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Frans Teeter
Cody Underwood
  Davidson, Holland, Whitesell & Co., PLLC
Mrs. Judy White
  TSH Charitable Trust

The annual Bunny Run for Sipe’s was a treat for our children. Sponsored by Blue Ridge 
Harley Davidson, this event not only raises money for the Blessings in a Backpack 
program which benefits the four-year-olds in the Tyndall Center, it also provides many 
needed items for the older youth in Houston Cottage.



In Memory of…

Frank Acevedo, Sr.
  Mr. & Mrs. Allan C. Koehler
Evelene Baker
  St. Stephens Lutheran Church ELCA
Glenn Beattie
  Mrs. Frances Jones Beattie
Jack & Julia Bolick
  Reverend Fred E. Thompson
Ron Bolton
  Armstrong Cars
Mae Bowman
  Jim & Debbie Bowman
Harvey Christensen
  Dr. & Mrs. James M. Ross
J. Alonzo Coley, Jr.
  Mrs. Peggy Coley Lippard
Alonzo Coley
  Mrs. Peggy Coley Lippard
Joy Crosby
  Mr. Donald C. O’Hair
J. Lester Dabbs, Jr.
  Mr.  & Mrs. Patrick Allen
  American Legion Post 109
  Mr.  & Mrs. Michael J Anderson
  Ms Linda Arcangeli
  Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth M. Elliott
  Mr.  & Mrs. Robert Houston
  Mr. & Mrs. William J. Kupetz
  No Excuse Medical Inc.
  Mr. Leaston Strickland
  Mr.  & Mrs. Robert R Vining
  Mr. & Mrs. James N. Wilson
Vernie Deal
  Mr. Donald C. O’Hair
Elizabeth B. Dellinger
  Mr. Everette L. Dellinger
Pearlie “P.J.” Detter
  Mr.  & Mrs. James Bengie

Lillian C. Ennis
  Paige E Pope
Jack C. Gantt
  Mr. Frank C. Cloninger
Margaret Garrett
  Mr. Kenneth Garrett
Thomas Leeroy Gentry
  Mr. & Mrs. David Boone
  Hanes Converting Company, Inc.
  Mr. & Mrs. Erik W. Jordan
  Maersk Line
  Ms. Christa N. Mathis
  Mr. & Mrs. Rick J. Parker
James R. Glenn
  Mrs. Johnnie G. Melton
Roger & Virginia Ham
  Ms. Pamala  Aaron
Ken Hedrick
  Reverend Fred E. Thompson
Dewey & Hazel Houston
  Mr. & Mrs. William J. Kupetz
Phil & Ann Hrynkiewicz
  Ms. Teresa McCaslin
George Huffman
  Mrs. Ann W. Peden
Norma Dean Reese Huffman
  Mr. &  Mrs. James Land
  Mr. George Reese, Jr
Joseph A. Isenhower
  Ms. Tonya P Bailey
Charles Jeffers
  Dr. & Mrs. Hugo L. Deaton
Kenneth & Rita Jones
  Mr. & Mrs. Donald Harris
E. E. Kanupp
  Mr. W. Scott Bedington
Teresa Moody Kerr
  Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Kerr
Fred & Stella Kirby
  Mr. Fred M. Kirby, Jr.

Petro Kulynych
  Mr. Albert Keiser, Jr.
Norman Landis
  Ms. Betty Clark
Anne McArthur
  Mr. Donald C. O’Hair
Mr. John G. Odom
  Mr. Don R. Patrick
Christopher Powell
  Fellowwship Baptist Church
Marion Powell
  Mr. Truitt J. Beard
Joe F. Robinson, Jr
  Mr. & Mrs. Joe Robinson
Jake & Janet Schoonderwoerd
  Mrs. Ann W. Peden
Raldo & Betty Sharpe
  Mr. Everette L. Dellinger
Mr. & Mrs. Maison H. Sherrill
  Mr. Maison Wayne Sherrill
Mr. Robert R. Shuford
  Mr. Everette L. Dellinger
Frances Sides
  Mrs. Peggy Coley Lippard
Jim & Doris Sides
  Mr. Everette L. Dellinger
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. “Jack” Sipe
  Mr. & Mrs. L. Samuel Williams, Jr.
Becky Coley Starnes
  Mrs. Peggy Coley Lippard
Samuel H. Tillotson
  Mrs. Lavinia B. Tillotson
Clarence & Nina Beach Veach
  Mr. Everette L. Dellinger
Blanche Weaver
  Mrs. Cathi McIntyre
  Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Robertson
Ed West
  Mrs. Mary Alice West
Millard & Virginia Winecoff
  Mr. & Mrs. Jan Wilson

The Catawba Valley
R/Cers held their annual 
Fly-In for Sipe’s in their 
field on our campus. 
Besides the traditional 
gas and electric powered 
radio controlled airplanes, 
this year’s event also 
showcased sailplanes, jets, 
helicopters, and drones.
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Those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer…


