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Ross faces cuts in first year

By Daniel Wiser

State & National Editor

When UNC-system President
Thomas Ross said state legislators
might propose a cut as high as
30 percent for the system, many
administrators feared for the
worst.

But Ross didn’t panic. He con-
tinued meeting with legislators
to lobby for lower state funding
cuts to the system, emphasizing
the expected impact of the cuts on
academic instruction at universi-
ties.

Ross also directed chancellors
across the system to begin prepa-
rations for a cut of 15 percent.
The final version of the budget
proposed by legislators called for
a 14.6 percent cut of $407 million
in state funding for the system.

In his first year as president,
Ross has aimed to distance
himself from criticisms of his
Democratic leanings by demon-
strating pragmatic leadership.

And when it remained unclear
whether Gov. Bev Perdue would
veto the state budget proposed

Thomas Ross
became the 17th
president of the
UNC system on Jan.
1. He graduated
from UNC’s School
of Law in 1975.

by legislators, Ross again urged
chancellors to meet the challenge
of substantial cuts head on at

the system’s Board of Governors
meeting earlier this month.

“We can moan and groan
about it or, on the other hand,
we can understand that we have
a responsibility to the people of
North Carolina,” he said.

Now that the budget has
become law after legislators over-
rode Perdue’s veto, Ross will over-
see the board’s implementation of
the cuts across the system.

Hannah Gage, chairwoman of
the board, said in an email that
Ross has been a reliable advocate
for the system in efforts to reach
out to the first Republican major-
ity in the state legislature since
1898.

“He’s done a wonderful job
in navigating through choppy
waters, building new relation-
ships and telling the University
story,” she said. “Though no one
is thrilled with our 13-14 percent
cut, President Ross is determined
to do everything within his
power to protect the quality of a
University education.”

Former president of Davidson
College, Ross graduated with
honors from UNC’s School of
Law in 1975. He then served as
a judge on the N.C. Superior
Court for 17 years before his
appointment as director of the
N.C. Administrative Office of the
Courts in 1999.

Ross took office as the 17th
UNC-system president on Jan.1.
Gage said his outlook for the sys-
tem is a familiar one.

“His vision is a continuation of
the vision every UNC President
has had: that the state will con-
tinue its historic support of the
University,” she said.

Contact the State & National
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.

Land Trust Day 2011
Thanks to you, our customers, for helping
to save the places we all love.

patagonia (Chaco

$Columbia MERRELL(Q

Eastgate
Shopping Center

18040 E Franklin 5t 9335148
GreatDutdosiProvision.com

Talk to us @TrustyGOPC

Do You Smoke?

Healthy, drug-free cigarette smokers between the
ages of 18-55 are needed for a research study.
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SMARTTHRILLING *AUDACIOUS

EDGE OF YOUR SEAT THEATRE

MAINS TAGE N THE NEXT ROOM (or the vibrator play) by Sarah
Ruhl % THE PARCHMAN HOUR written & directed by Mike Wiley % EDWARD
ALBEE’S WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF? « HENRY IV & V by
William Shakespeare (in rotating repertory) % NOISES OFF Michael Frayn

PRC? ANUMBER by Caryl Churchill * TBA x PENELOPE written &
performed by Ellen McLaughlin; music composed by Sarah Kirkland Snider

AVOID THE SOLD OUT SIGN
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

i 919.962.PLAY (7529) BY PHONE OR ONLINE AT playmakersrep.org



