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By Britton Alexander
Staff Writer

After four months of construc-
tion, the Ackland Museum Store 
finally opened its doors May 5 
on the corner of Franklin and 
Columbia Streets.

The property, which was empty 
for more than seven years, has 
been converted from a bank space 
to a gift shop and gallery.

The project is funded in part 
by a November 2009 grant of 
$150,000 from UNC’s Office of 
the Executive Vice Chancellor and 
Provost. Originally meant to open 
in November 2010, construc-
tion and contractor negotiations 
forced the Ackland to delay the 
store’s opening.

Emily Bowles, director of com-
munication for the museum, said 
the store functions as a gateway 
from Franklin Street to the 
Ackland Art Museum.

“We want to make sure people 
are aware of the museum,” she 
said.

Store merchandise ranges from 
jewelry and architectural books 
to home decor and children’s toys, 
with prices being anywhere from 
between $5 and $575.

“The vast majority of the prod-
ucts are things you cannot find in 
this area,” Bowles said.

Gallery space inside the store 
contains original artwork from 
regional artists, pieces that 

By Tariq Luthun
Arts Editor

Two years might seem long way 
away, but when it comes to cen-
tennial anniversaries, it’s never 
too early to start preparing.

On July 20, Carolina Performing 
Arts announced it had received a 
grant from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation worth $750,000. 

The money will fund 12 commis-
sions inspired by Russian composer 
Igor Stravinsky’s ballet “The Rite of 
Spring,” which celebrates its 100th 
birthday in 2013.

“The Rite of Spring at 100” 
series will be presented through-
out the 2012-13 CPA season to 
celebrate the controversial ballet.

Emil Kang, the University’s 
executive director for the arts, 
said the grant allows CPA to begin 
taking more concrete steps to 
making the project a reality.

“The main thing the grant does 
for us is allow us to pay some of 
these artists,” Kang said, adding 
that the centennial celebration has 
been in the works since 2008. The 
project already features a list of 
distinguished performers, includ-
ing cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

The century-old ballet was the 
most controversial of its time. Its 
heavy use of dissonance and themes 
of fertility and sacrifice incited riots 
during its world premiere, said 
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Reed Colver, director of campus 
and community engagement.

“It premiered on a level that 
was unheard of,” Colver said. 
“How often have you heard of a 
ballet that caused riots?”

Kang said the University was 
one of three schools with perform-
ing arts organizations to receive 
grants from the Mellon Foundation 
for classical music projects, the 
other two being the University of 
Texas and Penn State University. 
CPA received the largest grant of 
the three schools, he said. 

But CPA still has its work cut 
out for it, Kang said.

“The budget is going to be a 
little over 2 million (dollars), the 
rest of which we need raise our-
selves,” he said.

Colver said the commissions 
will be made by 20 artists. While 
they have some time, it’s not as 
large of a window as one would 
expect, Colver said.

“Anything like this needs lead 
time to prepare,” she said. “It will be 
a significant portion of our season.”

Each team of artists will be tak-
ing part in a residency of its own, 

with commissions featuring new 
musical scores and visual perfor-
mances, Kang said. 

The Mellon Foundation grant 
is the second Carolina Performing 
Arts has received for the project.

In the spring, Carolina 
Performing Arts received a 
smaller grant of $45,000 from the 
foundation in order to support an 
exploratory residency for the com-
mission by world-renowned art-
ists Anne Bogart and Bill T. Jones, 
who took part in a ‘concept to cur-
tain’ talk on campus in April. 

Bogart and Jones will bring 
their companies closer together 
when they return for another resi-
dency in the fall, Colver said.

“Working with Bill so far 
has been nothing less than 
miraculous,” said Bogart, artis-
tic director of New York-based 
SITI Company. “We listen to 
one another and then each of us 
makes bold suggestions.”

A version of this story ran in the 
July 21 issue of The Daily Tar Heel.

Contact the Arts Editor
 at arts@dailytarheel.com.

Ackland Museum 
Store opens its doors

patrons can buy after a set period 
of time, said store manager Alice 
Southwick.

The current exhibit features the 
work of Ron Liberti, a local rock 
poster artist who currently has 
roughly 100 works on display.

In addition to promoting 
museum awareness, Southwick 
said she is optimistic that the store 
will generate profits directly ben-
efiting the museum’s educational 
programs and projects.

“I think this will bring more 
people to the museum, as well as 
those who are traveling in Chapel 
Hill and may not know that the 
museum is half a block down from 
Franklin Street,” said Sam Rosman, 

CPA receives major grant

60, a museum patron since 1978.
Southwick said the store has 

received a lot of positive feedback.
“I have to say that for the muse-

um, and me personally, it is just 
a really exciting time,” she said. 
“The reception that people have 
given us has warmed the cockles 
of my heart.”

Contact the Arts Editor 
at arts@dailytarheel.com.

• REMOVE AND DISCARD ANY PACKAGING 

• CUT DOWN TO 3’ X3’ OR SMALLER PIECES
• FLATTEN ALL CARDBOARD BOXES

If you have boxes that are too big or are over the ten
piece limit, or you live in an apartment complex

without a cardboard dumpster (don’t use blue recycling 
carts at apartments for cardboard), PLEASE bring your 

cardboard to a 24-hour recycling drop-off site:
Carrboro Plaza, Carrboro
Cedar Falls Park, Chapel Hill
Hampton Pointe, Hillsborough
Meadowmont, Chapel Hill
University Mall, Chapel Hill

Orange County Solid Waste Management
(919) 968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

Cardboard moving boxes  
are banned from your trash!  

They must be recycled!

Just like 
this

If you have curbside recycling service you can 
recycle up to ten boxes at the curb: 

• STACK BETWEEN, UNDER OR INSIDE BINS

Don’t TRASH Chapel Hill when you move! 
RECYCLE your cardboard boxes!

 TAR HEELS
 ROCK!

 For more information call 968-7226
 or go to   www.millhouseproperties.com

 Sales, Rentals and Management

 Mill House bleeds blue. Mill House is owned and 
 operated by a UNC  almuni, Ram’s Club Member and 
 an avid supporter of UNC Athletics. Look for our ads 

 in the game programs of Football, BBall, Baseball, 
 Soccer and many Olympic sports. Go Heels!

 407585.CRTR

 102 H  I L L S B O R O   S  T R E E T   •  D  O W N TO W N   P  I T T S B O R O

 www.reclamationhomefurnishings.com

 ~ Low priced gently used vintage & current furniture & home accessories ~
 ~ Also featuring handmade recycled aluminum jewelry ~
 ~ New merchandise listed weekly on our Facebook page ~

 919.200.2176


