Hildegard Ryals

8 March 2003.

TR visited Hildegard Ryals to look at the collection assembled by her and her late husband Clyde. Paintings, drawings and some prints, primarily British and French late 18th and 19th centuries; some 20th-century work as well. Clyde Ryals was professor of English at Duke. Hildegard is interested in both donation and sale of works they collected. There have been plans for an exhibition of works from the collection at DUMA and at the High Museum (Clyde was from Atlanta) and Hildegard seems to be particularly focused on the High at the moment (she likes Sarah Schroth but has been, I think, turned off by Mezzatesta). Eight or ten works seem to be promised to the High, and there is to be an exhibition there. 

Hildegard is interested in having some works come to the Ackland, but her intentions are unclear (probably to herself as well). At one point she spoke of donating a group of minor drawings for the Ackland’s ‘study collection’ at another she seemed to be wondering if we would be interested in purchasing certain works. 

There is a computer database of the collection. The following is a quick summary of notable pieces. Condition and quality vary considerably.

Paintings:

Richard Wilson [2?], Daubigny [2], Harpignies, Ciceri, Troyon, Isabel Bishop, two abstract paintings by a Philadelphia African-American painter.

Drawings and watercolors: 

Romney, Fuseli, Delacroix, Flaxman, Turner, Brabazon Brabazon [many], many British watercolor landscapes, Doré, Boldini, Millet, F. Vallotton, large drawing by Jacques Lipschitz.

Prints: 

Piranesi, Gericault, Daumier, large engraving after John Martin

