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Women
are more

than the
statistic

appy Anniversary! It
was one year ago this
week (Feb. 5) that New

York Times ‘Styles’ reporter Alex
Williams waltzed into Chapel
Hill and gave his depiction of the
life of a UNC woman.

His article was troubling, to
say the least. After four days of
“researching” in Chapel Hill,
Williams concluded that the
slanted enrollment statistics
for women in college meant we
faced a considerable disadvan-
tage finding mates on campus.
But I couldn’t help but think
something altogether different:
a few more percentage points in
college enrollment, and women
will have solidified the beginning
of the end of men. Evil laughter
followed.

Sadistic, I know. But while
some were overwhelmed by the
60-40 female-to-male ratio at
UNC, I only saw a giant leap
for womankind. Now I'm no
Elizabeth Cady Stanton or Audre
Lorde, but as a fellow woman,
I'm more than happy to see the
seesaw slant in the other direc-
tion. Yes, there are concrete
social side effects. Williams made
sure we all knew it. But a year
later, I'd like us all to try and see
things my way.

Statistically, we've been sur-
passing our male counterparts
in physical representation on
the college campuses for more
than 30 years, and for every two
men who will receive a Bachelor
of Arts degree this year, three
women will do the same.

Historically, women have had
their fair share of contributions
to world order. So where’s all the
confetti?

UNC'’s own Sallie Walker
Stockard was the first woman
to dawn a Carolina blue gradua-
tion robe in 1898. In 1921, Edith
Wharton was the first woman to
be awarded the Pulitzer Prize.
Shirley A. Jackson was the first
African-American woman to
graduate from MIT in 1968. Dr.
Sally Ride was the first woman to
go into space. Toni Morrison was
the first black woman to win the
Nobel Prize for literature. And
Marilyn vos Savant was listed
in The Guinness Book of World
Records for having an IQ of 228,
the highest recorded in history.
Did I mention the 15 women
represented on the most recent
Forbes Fortune 5007

These don’t even begin to truly
acknowledge the accomplishments
made by women since the passing
of the 19th Amendment. And yet
we enabled Williams, whose idea
of researching and interviewing
in no way accurately reflects all of
the voices of women at UNC. And
considering the recent advocates
for gender-neutral language and
altering the ideology of gender
roles, articles like these only add
more fuel to the gender fire.

So a year after all the hoopla,
Alex Williams is still a journalist
and women at UNC still reign
supreme numerically.

It’s still his job to write stories
that will land him a spot in a $2
copy of the Times and it’s still our
job to earn that coveted diploma.
Ultimately, we're back to where
we started. But maybe this time
we'll start with a different state of
mind — one that doesn’t involve
catty banter about how unfortu-
nate we women are to be in such
a dilemma. I'm in the majority for
once and I'm going to bask in it.

So you know what ladies? Get
dressed. It’s our anniversary and
we're going out. I'll bring the
party hats, you bring the choco-
late cake.

THURSDAY:

Noah Brishin puts Duke’s recent loss
in perspective.
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LEE FOR PRESIDENT

his year’s endorsement was

I incredibly difficult. Ian

Lee’s institutional knowl-

edge was impressive. But we also

identified strongly with Mary

Cooper’s vision and personable

nature. But right now, students

need an Ian Lee more than they
need a Mary Cooper.

Lee’s presentation was one
marked by pragmatism. In our
endorsement meeting, it was very
clear that he has considerable
institutional knowledge about the
way student government works.

First and foremost, he under-
stands the difficulties that UNC
faces in the coming year.

Concerning tuition, he under-
stands looming hikes are largely
out of his hands, although he
maintains that he hopes to have a
little influence “on the margins.”
Even that might be optimistic,
but he seems genuinely intent on
being a strong advocate.

Yet he is not without a vision
for tuition — believing the bench-
mark for rates should be the cost
of the services UNC provides,
not the rates of institutions scat-
tered around the nation we call
our “peers.” We can’t say how far

he will get, but it’s an idea worth
advocating for.

If you ask Lee what things
he is most excited about in this
platform, two are certain to get
mention: “Fix My Campus” and
parking.

Fix My Campus is a promising
solution to the inattentiveness to
student needs that has plagued
student government. Students
could easily direct questions and
concerns at student government.
Done well, Fix My Campus will
facilitate a two-way flow of stu-
dent government’s helpful knowl-
edge and students’ top priorities.

On the parking front, Lee’s
plan is three-pronged: half-off
parking tickets if paid within a
week, carpool parking permits
and free parking in the Ram’s
Head deck after 5 p.m. The latter
proposal has appeared in plat-
forms before, but Lee believes he
can satisfy DPS’ desire to collect
revenue by requiring One Card
access to the deck.

Lee believes students paid to
build Ram’s Head, and the stu-
dent body should have access to
as much of the scarce parking as
possible. We absolutely agree.

The principal criticism of Lee
is that his insider status works
against him. He served a whole
year in student government as
student body secretary — a posi-
tion we regret he didn’t resign
from during the campaign.

Lee may need to incorporate
fresh perspectives, even though
he seems open to new ideas. He
should consider, if elected, bring-
ing individuals into his adminis-
tration who have worked outside
the insular student government
suite. Mary Cooper is the first to
come to mind. She would make
an excellent cabinet addition.

Lee could also stand to improve
his wonkish delivery. Being stu-
dent body president requires
exuding competence without
being uncomfortably and bewil-
deringly technical. He will need
to be more personable to culti-
vate cachet with administrators
and legislators alike.

Lee was one of the last candi-
dates to decide to run. We can’t be
sure if he will be among the first to
leave — we won't know who makes
the run-off until next Tuesday. But
we believe this is anyone’s election.
If it is, then it should be Lee’s.

Why not Cooper

ary Cooper is exciting.
She is lively, energetic
and incredibly passion-

ate. Her vibrancy showed conspicu-
ously throughout our endorsement
interview. But enthusiasm does not
a student body president make.
Her vision is big on rhetoric.
Take the first of her three main
platform tenets: a student enrich-
ment fund. The fund would pay
for students to attend events out-
side of Chapel Hill. Theoretically,
students would enrich themselves
at these events then come back to
UNC and enrich other students.
But building a scholarship or
grant is no easy process. Cooper
pledged to use her stipend as pre-
liminary funding, but her stipend
would barely cover a student’s air
travel. One wonders where exact-
ly Cooper would find the capital

necessary to establish this fund,
especially in the midst of massive
budget cuts.

The remainder of Cooper’s
“big three” ideas are forgettable
at best. Every year, many candi-
dates advocate for expanded CCI
printing. But broadening the net-
work is expensive. We would have
liked to see some semblance of an
implementation plan to speak to
the project’s feasibility. And the
flat-rate taxi is a fine idea, but one
wonders why it is one of Cooper’s
top platform tenets.

Cooper also emphasized her
Triage committee proposal. The
Triage is Cooper’s attempt to
bridge the perceived communi-
cation gap between students’ con-
cerns and student government.
But when pressed to explain the
process by which students would

bring their concerns, Cooper
could not provide an answer. The
board agreed with the Triage’s
broad vision and Cooper’s popu-
list rhetoric, but Cooper could
not provide a tangible imple-
mentation plan. Ian Lee’s “Fix
My Campus” proposal also aims
to address student concerns and
does so in a much more feasible,
efficient manner.

Overall, Mary Cooper present-
ed a fresh attitude and an intan-
gible optimism. She emphatically
conveyed her passion to help stu-
dents. She came across as intel-
ligent, cheerful and energetic. But
when we considered the specifics
of her platform, an area devoid of
personality, Cooper did not match
up to Lee’s pragmatic, realistic
approach to effective platform
implementation.

Why not Ingram

ick Ingram is confident
Rand knowledgeable about

University issues, and he
put time and effort into develop-
ing his platform.

However, his platform seems a
bit aloof and outdated, and he will
have little authority to influence
many of the ideas he presents. In
one of the largest platform planks,
Rick speaks of creating new cam-
pus communities to connect like-
minded student organizations.

We agree that this approach
may be beneficial for working with
many different student organiza-
tions. But Ingram takes the idea
further by advocating for the cre-
ation of an organizer position. The
organizer would be responsible for
overseeing these groups and help-
ing them decide how to allocate
funding from Student Congress.

We believe that this organi-
zational system could negatively
impact smaller student organiza-

tions that have less influence.

And his platform was not our
only cause for concern. While
Rick is a strong public speaker,
he can, at times, seem cocky. The
trait could impede his effective-
ness in meetings with the Board
of Trustees and with administra-
tors.

Although Rick has run a solid
campaign, it is our opinion that
he is not the best choice to lead
our student body.

Why not Stephens

rooklyn Stephens is run-
Bning a campaign for stu-

dent body president, but
were not sure why.

Her platform wasn’t released
until this week — and anyone
who tries to stand on her platform
would fall right through.

Brooklyn’s main planks include
ideas that are simply redundant.
Her “Carolina Calendar” sounds
like a revamped version of Slice, but
without a definite plan, there’s no

chance for Carolina Calendar to be
any more successful than Slice is.

Continuing arts advocacy and
fighting for longer opening times
at campus dining halls are decent
ideas, but they shouldn’t comprise
the bulk of her campaign.

She’s been active in a number
of diverse campus organizations,
but being outside the student gov-
ernment bubble is no replacement
for expertise.

During our endorsement meet-

ing, Brooklyn didn’t even know
what the Academic Plan or the
Innovation Road Map are — two
major projects the SBP will be
expected to know.

We respect her wide range of
contacts and the passion she has for
the University. But knowledge of
the challenges facing UNC and the
aptitude to represent an informed
student voice are requisite for the
job, and Brooklyn failed to demon-
strate her grasp of these things.

QUOTE OF THE DAY:

The Daily Tar Heel

“The NCAA stuff hasn’t come down
yet. They may end up losing some

players...”

MILLER SAFRIT, WRITER FOR SCOUT.COM

FEATURED ONLINE READER COMMENT:

“I think when you are literally a
super senior you should stop

writing in to a college newspaper.”
CC, ON A LETTER TO THE EDITOR WRITTEN BY

J.E. WILLIAMS, UNC '50

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

God loves all, including
homosexuals, equally

TO THE EDITOR:

In response to J. E. Williams’
(“Homosexuality, Christianity are
diametrically opposed,” Feb. 1)
statement that “Christianity and
homosexuality are incongruous,”
I argue that those statements
are misguided. Does the Bible
condemn homosexuality? Yes, it
definitely does. One of the most
quoted verses in this argument is
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 where Paul
states that homosexuals/sod-
omites will not inherit the king-
dom of God. But what is over-
looked is the actual message of
the scripture. Included in the list
are drunkards, adulterers, cheat-
ers, gluttons and slanderers.

The message is not that
homosexuals can’t be or are not
Christians. The message is that
no one deserves the grace, love
and forgiveness that God pro-
vides. Am I a Christian? Yes.
Do I deserve what God offers
through his son? Absolutely not.
Why? Because I am human and
at times I have been a drunkard,
a slanderer, a glutton and I have
been lustful, thus committing
adultery in my heart and mind.
Is homosexuality, according to
Christian and Jewish scripture,
sinful? Definitely. Does it change
God’s love for homosexuals?
Absolutely not.

God loves all individuals even
though all individuals find them-
selves at times slaves to poor
choices. 'm not promoting sin; I'm
simply making an objective state-
ment about God’s unconditional
love. If anyone disagrees with that
statement, I recommend taking a
closer look at scripture. I'm sorry
but yes, it’s okay to be gay and a
Christian. Human nature makes
us all equally sinful, thus falling
short of God’s glory. It’s not our
job to judge our neighbors in the
first place.

Adam Blaser

Junior

Psychology and Religious
Studies

Thanks, UNC Greeks, for
supporting the community

TO THE EDITOR:

The parents, teachers and
students of Grady A. Brown
Elementary School give heart-
felt thanks to the members
of the UNC Greek commu-
nity, especially Kappa Kappa
Gamma, Delta Kappa, Chi
Omega, Sigma Alpha Epsilon,
Pi Beta Phi and the Lamda Psi
Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho,
Inc. for their help voting for our
playground idea on the Pepsi
Refresh website.

Although we got very close, we
didn’t place into the top 10 ideas
that would have won us a grant.
Nevertheless, we feel very fortu-
nate to have had your support,
and we thank you for your belief
in Grady Brown Elementary. For
a month you voted for us, today
we vote for you as a great com-
munity at UNC!

Terry Law
Co-President
Grady A. Brown PTA

Wilson Library to host a
University Civil War exhibit

TO THE EDITOR:

Memorials and monuments
inspire individual reactions, and
Silent Sam embodies a particu-
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larly provocative example. No
matter your opinion of this stat-
ue situated by Franklin Street, it
would be hard to deny that the
Civil War left an indelible mark
on UNC.

In recognition of the sesqui-
centennial of this highly signifi-
cant event in American history,
the Wilson Special Collections
Library has organized an exhibit
entitled “Home Front on the Hill:
Chapel Hill and the University
During the Civil War” to be on
display from Feb. 2 through May
8 in the Melba Remig Saltarelli
Exhibit Room on the third
floor. Artifacts from the North
Carolina Collection, Southern
Historical Collection, University
Archives, and other repositories
will recount much of the experi-
ences before the war, during the
war, and after the war of those
connected to both Chapel Hill
and UNC.

The various collections in
Wilson contain a wealth of con-
temporaneous objects ranging
from photographs, newspapers
and University records to scrap-
books, diaries and letters. Wilson
Library provides students, staff,
faculty, alums, and visitors with
access to information for the for-
mation of individual conclusions
and opinions of history and its
consequences.

Come learn what happened
here during that turbulent time,
and perhaps Silent Sam will prove
to have a new meaning for you.

Frances McVay

Graduate Student
Information and Library
Science

UNC should accept more
out-of-state students now

TO THE EDITOR:

UNC must define its primary
academic goal as excellence in the
eyes of its students and its peers.
If, with reduced state appropria-
tions, the administration has no
recourse but to fire faculty and
reduce course offerings, we, the
undergraduate student body, will
surely feel the effects.

Current dialogue holds that a
lack of resources is responsible
for UNC’s current and future
academic shortcomings. Upon
investigation, one finds that it is
no surprise UNC feels a finan-
cial pinch. Compared to peers
like the University of Virginia
and the University of Michigan,
UNC charges nearly $4,000 less
per year to in-state students in
tuition and fees. In addition,
those universities respectively
admit 31 percent and 34 per-
cent out-of-state students, which
contribute significantly higher
revenue per capita and are, on
average, better qualified.

UNC should therefore follow
suit and substantially increase
in-state tuition, as well as
increase the number of out-of-
state students admitted, while
diverting increasing revenue to
absolutely essential financial aid
programs. Recognizing that the
N.C. legislature limits out-of-
state admissions to 18 percent
and per annum tuition increases
to 6.5 percent, the undergradu-
ate student body should, in look-
ing out for its best interests, ally
with University administration
in an appeal to increase or abol-
ish those limits.

Austin Cooper
Freshman
Comparative Literature
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