theron thomas:How do you think we’re ever going to learn to get along, black and white?


Chuckle. Reverend Simmons, [retired?] Principal at Pinehurst Middle School  said back in the 1960’s “Here we’re going to the moon, but we can’t get it right on earth!”





I knew Dr. Quick, his folks started Taylortown. He was up in Greensboro when ----[Dr. Charles] Drew was dying and they wouldn’t let him in the [white] hospital.


Dr. Quick said, Every white person you meet tells you some thing that’s untrue, but I was there. 


He shook his head and said, “I was there and I know.”


page:----Q. Are race relations better now in Aberdeen, or worse?


A. They’re not as good but it’s not Aberdeen’s fault. It may not be politically correct to say this but [under Jim Crow] blacks were happy. They were treated well; they were treated fairly. Now it’s true they couldn’t vote. But they were happy.


I think it’s been hard for the older ones to change.


My grandfather liked who he was but he said he if couldn’t be himself, if he had to be someone else, he’d choose to be black. “Blacks,” he said, “ are happier than we are. They have a better time.”


Now Pinehurst was never as tolerant as Aberdeen. Tufts set it out at the beginning: now blacks, no Jews.





patterson sisters:Now the South has changed alot so people’s migrating back from the big cities because in my opinion it’s better living. Years ago we went to the city to make money but now peoples coming back South. Because the South is better now. You might think oh I live in NYork, Phila. but to me it’s more prejudice there than there is here. One thing about the South, they used to say you knew your place. In the big city you never know your place. You worked right along side them but they really don’t like you. And that’s a fact. Like peoples moving on up and when we moved on up in their neighborhoods they’re middle class just like yourself. You find in the summertime you move in, in the winter you don’t know anything because you don’t come out. But then in the summertime you look around and say,”Where’re my neighbors? They all moved.” And the blacks have moved in. Now not all places. Because if you have money people are not thinking about you.If they get their heart right everything will change.


We used to pick berries to sell, little quarts of dewberries and some huckleberries, we would go around to sell them. And a lady says to me “You come to the back and I’ll see what I can do.” I was trying to sell my berries. I was happy to go to the back. That’s all we knew.


When it came to Mrs. Seymour, Mrs. Pleasants, Mrs. [Linda] Keith, they would always help us out. Just plain old down to earth people. “aaEveryday people” I call them. During those times black folks couldn’t get very far without some of those good white people. Of course we knew to go to the back no matter where we were.  ‘Cause most the time they used the back so’s not to mess up the front, you know. No problem. Your mother’s very nice, we remember the Folleys, my mother had did worked for them. I worked for Alton McLean before he and his wife divorced. He was such a horrible man. Everybody knew Mr. McLean. I was a strong teenager when  I cleaned his house. Sometimes he’d gone on these binges even though he run the tourist home, the big house up there. A nice sign saying TOURISTS, they was always spending nights, weeks. So it was a hard job because tourists they were just leave. They had a coal furnace in the basement, the fire would go out. I would always keep their bedrooms so nice, the tourists just liked that. It got to the place he’d go on these week binges, Mrs. Dire, she’d start complaining she and Mrs. Hobbs, they’d say, my mother’s name was Leanna, “What on earth is Leanna thinking when she lets Hazeline work for that Alton McLean? But my mother just replied, “She knows how to handle him. I’m not at all worried about her.” He was fine as long as he wasn’t drinking. And when he was, he’d just talk alot of trash. Then, too, I liked his son, Dudley, he needed someone to care for him. [mother worked for the pleasants, the mckeithens [louise]very mean woman, the seymours and the douds] they were beautiful people, they were the ones that helped the blacks. [of course during those times black folks couldn’t get very far without some of those good white people. 


[mother] she knew all about the area.  she got a beautiful home, so neat and everything. I come back and told Hazel, that’s the first house I’ve been in white people she have black pictures. I looked at that I didn’t say anything. She really got a beautiful home. Her kitchen cabinets are so gorgeous, if we had those cab. in this kitchen. That’s where I would like to live up there in the trees, you’re closed in,


 One time we were down here on vacation and we wanted to rent a car this white attendant at the service station looked at us and said “You’re not in the North now, you’re in the South.” Something told us just take it easy, you’re not here for no outburst or nothing. With his attitude we just walked out of the store, it was right over there can’t tell you the name of the service station. Perhaps that changed it was every bit twelve years. Just one of those who wanted to start trouble. I didn’t like the way he said it.  


unspoken ways people show prejudice--Jo:yes, for instance, once every two weeks I go over and help Mrs. Serge and I just love her to death, she just so sweet. Now I don’t find anything wrong with it, I just accept it for the way they are but  her daughter is, but Hazel says, I don’t like her, I think she’s prejudice, I don’t feel that way, just her attitude, but when I’m there, taking care of her mother she never come in and say “oh, hello, Jo, how are you?” But if she see me out at the bank or the market she see me and waves and says, Hey, Jo, how you doing? But Hazel has a problem with her but I don’t. Her  husband he never laugh, but when we get to talking I can’t get away from him. I think all of us have a little prejudice in us because we as blacks are prejudice against each other. We’re back here and I thought, oh, we are coming home, peoples going to be nice, accept us. No way! Hazel and I could be out here dead for a week they wouldn’t even know it. I’m dealing with it, but if I ever get bored I get on the train and go to Phillie. I just came back from 7 weeks. I told you Jo, these people should be happy, this place was grown up into nothing but a forest. Folks should be happy those girls came back, they had the house remodeled and  all the trees cut.


At the house across street  a 97-year-old woman died two years ago. Her grandchildren set furniture out front and left it there for 6 months. We don’t want to live like a dump. When we have the yard man mow the yard, we have him go all the way out to the road and over the boundaries, cut the hedges.


Betsy thinks we’ve ill-served blacks since desegregation because standards have been lowered because of blacks. She thinks affirm. action doesn’t give the black man a fair shake because [not her words] if he isn’t qualified he has been given something [not earned it].


employees--I have as many friends black as I do white and yet The relationship in ABerdeen haven’t been in any trouble I know of. It’s sort of rough sometimes in the black community. any of them, berk. the largest. And the town has done so much on this side [midway] see better homes and they got running water and bathrooms [midway]


Betsy has a card from the Glory Hole re: rates for taxi, says something about “coloreds.”








jcrobbinsI have as many friends black as I do white.


iris keith:I was born in S. C. central Richland County but all my people were from the low-country.  We moved to Gibson because they closed the station where my father was [railroad]. Lamar was here so I came. I was so impressed with Aberdeen with race relations, and I think white relations have improved, too. Where I grew up, there was the Huguenot Society and the Colonial Dames and the DAR and all that other and if other children, it was not that we were made to feel that  we were better. In a way we tried, too. And when I came into Aberdeen and saw nobody was slated for the big part in the senior play, slated for this and that, in S.C. you know before you’re born don’t  you think? Aberdeen was the most democratic place and Phust and SPines everybody got along so well. Gordon played golf with people in SP and Phst and they were down here on our porch having fun. seems there’s more separation now, don’t you feel it?


sad. my aunt got out of the DAR bec. of Marian Anderson but others were in col. dames and hug. soc. I imagine it would have been very hard [for Mother Mac] to have [black] house guests. And [talking about mattie capel] that hasn’t anything to do with love it’s just the way we were raised.


Saturdays nights. wonderful shock when I came to Aberdeen. In 1944 there was a curfew for blacks in Gibson, at 9 o’clock, can you believe that? they had to get off the streets 


Can you remember meeting people on the street thinking this is a black person I’m meeting. Down at the Galaxy there’re lot of men white winos they open the door has nothing to do with color. In the dentist’s office I worked for a dentist and he had a room with a chair in back in the early 40’s. hospital. There was one black dr. in SPines.


 Mary Alice [Crisco] had a real feeling about how whites resented northerners hiring blacks bc they paid more


clara belle:Q: What can people of good will-white or black-do to improve race relations today?


A:Funny you asked that. BEcause I’m on peacemaking in Preby. Church. Peacemaking and racial ethics and I’ve been on senate level and preby. level and I decided to stop going bc it’s much talk and little results. But the only thing to do is to keep talking; keep the dialogue going and then try to put some people out there that will carry out some of the things that’s being talked about. 


Workshop in Va., well attended. Spade was a spade, nobody held back anything, we dug it out from the very bottom and used the language people use: lang. we use on you; lang. you use on us and the lang. we use about you, and they came up with the lang. they use about us, but it still exists. Laughs.


theron thomas:How do you think we’re ever going to learn to get along, black and white?


Chuckle. Reverend Simmons, [retired?] Principal at Pinehurst Middle School  said back in the 1960’s “Here we’re going to the moon, but we can’t get it right on earth!”





I knew Dr. Quick, his folks started Taylortown. He was up in Greensboro when ----Drew was dying and they wouldn’t let him in the [white] hospital.


Dr. Quick said, Every white person you meet tells you some thing that’s untrue, but I was there. 


He shook his head and said, “I was there and I know.”








look at Zora N. Hurston--good anecdotes re:work-loads, differences


IKeith:I think we knew everybody, every family. Your mama did, too. There were those a cut above,the aristocracy, like the Burkes, and the Gillises, [they had their ] Blue Book, the difference in their blue book [was that] they crossed the lines themselves in the 30’s-40’s: you didn’t run over to coloredtown to play with the children. The Burke family had been educated for generations but there were some people who didn’t have any education [yet] they seemed to get along.











