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VIRGINIA DURR m s kk man. bo

nci of Mrs. Roosevelt

at th

abama , a professor of ;ome Kinci, he got intere:

in the labor union mov>

,_thi nq ca Anyway, the two of thei

o v e r in Mississippi t e r r i d

. b o r strife, and the Ana oia , .

, ana j i m t..,

Bilbo. So a terntic n q on ovei

Pi. bo

So Mi

RTON :

VD: oh, Miss Lucy, I reckon, was in her fifties.

■j£: You de scr i be her i n your book r-

VD : Wei 1 , is, but I would say fifties. They

right down the road from me. Her brother-in-law was the h

th e ban k of the,

f a s h i o n i n Aiexanaria, Virginia, She nad th■

a n a d i ■j u t Miss l u c y hi.

, you know, and tried to he

t a c t o r y . ts u t the gist of

got no I a ot mi



up to Hyde Park or na naa tea or ai nner or

t h e rn . thing about Miss Lucy was t h a t

p 3 r e m i pat i me a n .

j £ : Y 1 idy ,

conceived or n.

p r e s i a e n t turious at tne so u t h

he was t r ying to do.

for it, it

f Senato gia , you Know, ana they n a d

im. So he was still fuming about it. , s u r e

hey got , and a I i tne labor unions went into it. B

Mitch, particularly, of the Miners was very ac

iirminqham. And then Joe Geiders, of cour

•e, and he hsd up there, you know. That awtu

t, 1 ildKle wa :

>y, you should see him now. H>

ch girl up in N< : a d a y

J £: Ain't no

lie aian't want to sp<

now 1 was

, too, you m>

:oup I e of :ommuni

c very tew, only two or

w hoi And it



• o n g, boy, h t

vindictive.

, it was th

j y a o r _

¥ L. _ southerners had

way, you Know, d y r uinin g

So Frank Gi

for Human

, ot cour

they

of tm s

up u n 11

JE: L- you up to xne tim

vou tell in your- dc

1 South'

>d t n > Southern Policy

■ y wou I a rn

USI TO I3IK

VD: The Southern Policy Committee, g u i a r

s. It me n d Jonathan

They strictly male, and downtown.

pamphlet about the South,

v o u know.



JE: The numbe ■ pod I em.

VD: Now, the other group was a group of young

■e work ing on

•J £ : Like Clark Foreman.''

VD : Who were trying to get rid of the poll tax, and who

p o1it i c k ing.

: hmiat. Who

the Committee of. . . .

was he trom

-om Illinois. But he was one of those b

■ i or, connected to them. now i met

i d o n Johnson. 1;" . ■_: n reading a d o u t us in t n e .

j E: I've h •: it, dux i n av

VD: Wei 1 , h this stuff about us, and people we

o u g h Lyndon Johnson,

Lyndon Johnson through Ted Goldschmidt. He was with the intern" or

and he ana u lark i-ore man were in tn

■partment. They we rge ot tne aams , you know, am

course for nothing in the world but th>

... do River-.

JE: Now, Goldschmidt was not from the South, though?

VD: Yeah, from T

JE: Oh, Goldschmidt was from Texas, and Abe Fortus was from

a r k F o

VD: His urn di t or of the Constitution, C1 a r k

Howe I 1 .

",nci Arth



was from North C

And Cliff Durr was from here, ana Hugo

Alabama. All of these peop

Lister Hi"

Part ot tnat Southern Policy Comm"

Including Lyndon Johnson1

V D: No, 1 don't think Lyndon 1 y part of that .

Lvndon rv person whod go to

n them.

audrey

VD: Yeah, Aubrey would go but It 1 Ot Of

pampn let ou"

■J t: That was in '38. , i thinK, or tnat

VD: And the Southern Conf or Human welfare], ft--I

t h i n k w h have n > iousIy

enough is th■_ it was backed by the president of United

y to begin wi t h . He di d i t

he tot , to use tne on, at the way

, ators. He really wa:

i q ry with them.

JES To make matters worse, not only did they give

ion a na ri g nx but afte i

hat pamphlet came out in June, they had the off-year election:

in '' 3 8 and the R • made big gains that fall . So just

nq i n



cnon at wm cn

of Houl,-, S o 11 w a 3 1 i k e rubb in g

salt in the wound, you know

not just

a y i n g this b e < , but 1 always f

t used Hugo [ :noci ot getting DacK at

■JE: Nov

VD: He was in stooci dv Rooseve

the way, But he had particularly stood by him

packing. So that was the thing that I think probably macfr

■JE: When was

was appointed to the court, it seems to me, in '38.

■J £: Could

VD: He was about to run fr end we were down in

A'l abarna . M' d all tne tim

Diq to-do came aoout th*_

n k t h a t n was tn

nee for Human welfare?

J £: It was in the tail of '38

•JE: And when h on the court, is that w h <

Spar kma n was

'ho took Hug< n a t o r



JE: Did they mov D i d h

appointed to th•

¥0: Well, 1 have to think way back

took his old place.

.j o h n

in xne mous

That was Bi bout. Th

, but

lohn Bank head was r crooKea people, too

JE: And which one wa

V0 : Bill Bank he. a n ana Eugenia.

JE; And he was the Speaker of the hou

VD: Ves. And th

11a is the on>

T a 1 1 u 1 a h a 11 v

times.

•J E: So joni or, and Hugo was a senator,

o went to th, ourt, mil was. .

VD: And that's just as much as I remember. you know, you

.J E : V e a h , I w i

Interruption]

So the out, the pamphlet, about the number on<

ummer ©1 Was it a 1re a d y

11me , h tor Human



:eci i1 at meeting in Birmingham

Gr a h a m was

J E: And that w a i fi rst 11me anybody had

VD: Yeah.

JE: Who planned all that?

VD: 1 just told you, Mrs. Roosevelt and Lucy Randolph and

sf the

.J £ : V e a h , but, 1 m the peop i

wno maae ail tnose plans

VD: Oh, Jo. one . H

K t n a t V 1 t W d : Mine r

U n ion and Bill Mitt

JE: The CIO and all of that?

VD: Yeah. £■■-■ unions hist comi n<

so uth, if you remember, inq touqnt h a r d .

far as neiping v

, any way he could. And Bill Mitch is dead now, but h>.

upportivs. An a

aiea.

.j E: Right. t it, that No v•

VD: Yes, and he was very active. And Maury Maverick war

He got to be the head of the anti-poll tax commit t<

JE: I went to that auditorium not long ago. You know, it

there just exa it was then. The building's been

•model ed and al , but you k inside there and it



up Trom You go

nter ot tne ininq to th<

ts down on the floor, did they not?

VD: W D iack on one

nng 1 remember. Sunday , as you

ked in, and Frank Graham M tne first s p ■

grated. It ws. ,ci on Dotn sides. . xt mor ning, as

in, it a r o u n d .

J E: Was Bull Conner the

VD: Yeah.

j£: Did you know who he _,t that time? Was h<

oxonous then, a:

VD: No, he just p o1i c' i zed that we w«

■ouncled by the police, and they up and they sai

know, if anybody crossed the aisle that they would be taken to

jail, and they had the black mariahs outside waiting for us.

JE: That was the name to tneir secret

po iice

VD: No, :o take you t<

, the vehicles. 1 don't know why they called them b

A n d /as when Mrs. Roosevelt took the chair and put

e, you know

■J £ : Do you f tnat.' you mvicI menta i picture

of her doing that?

VD: V« chair- and just

in the middle of tn

•JE: Ana sat down there.



VO: And nobody darea to

ernarkabi e woman .

1 talked to her1 up

hornecomi nq group, she ha d

ocol1c it 1 can tina it h >.

, so this is hearsay, ana I'm a

; kepttea■ I ot thi a . ■'M rs . Roost

'or some chalk and a ruler, and th<

: r c n a i

aon■t r She just put tne

m a r k

st hw, ,

around the m

Jfc: uo you nave a in your mind of that meeting h

VD: V* long time ago, but 1 c;

it Sunday night n a d b >■

h r a n k Q r :n . It

■■' ~ited . it was

in tne soutn. in

inciea dy po i na the d i

■ound the building, and w~-

■ g a t t o n I a w , or form, we 'a d-

innouncea

atmosphe r

t meant that there w*. coula go

thume could go up on the platform



y couldn Tom in people on

itforrn. She was glad to say what she had to say. Sh

iy too [laughter].

JE: You sand in your dook, I'm you, "This rr

full of 1

to make a new day.

VD: That was Sunday nigi

JE: Most have been linq to see that.

VD: it r

just so many people there that you knew ana loved.

Know, am re ooviousiy a part of

ment . Oia it gi V' or rea i no"

able to work out its own prob1 eras.

VD: It

■ u t I don't tnink it. i a s ■

After Mrs. Roo.

poke , came out with j u I ot of , you

k now, I i

•JE : You don't, by any chancc ,

iod, do you? Like, for example, a copy of the program or

o r anything.

VD: No, 1 wish 1 did have but I don't.

jE: Let me mention some to you . it you

-obviously going to be people who

not there, and you can just



, or you don't

"■•body who y< •memoer ac what

you remember about what ro'

mcAI lister

VD: 1 just couldn't stand him

"I most immediately Ana tn

fellow whose name 1 can't r , but they

om the first day. I didn't know who

they : a t , and h >. id me it I would let

, my mother ived in

Birmingham. So they did driv home, and all the way home he

me did 1 r :ommunist

ot and, you know, th ;ommunist. Well, I disliked

him immediately. 1 n have gotten ov m. 1

don't know whether he a e a d o i ve now, but I just

•emember aft' q 1 had had of such a beautiful sort of

■JE: And that was just on--•

that w, y came out.

VD: Well, the socialists hated the communists and vie-

If they got t< , it was always bound to be a

J£: What about H Mitchell, war ;

VD: Oh, he was a darling man. He jti

ill lives he Montgomery up just the

other day, poor thing, she's so lonely hat he's dead.

r i n a 9



meeting or not

socialist, but he wasn't th wno w.

ea it very

J£: What about Howard kester?

i w him v'

church group.

JE: Was he at that meeting

■J t: And you riorton was An Aubi

=> b o u t Aubrey Williams, what

red-baited fl 1 fHoc i i a u lii'w made sort

JE: He rather humorous fellow?

VD: Very

or humor.

rD: V r got to De head

, r i c h f a mi1y in

: was myself, I'd known him a long, long time, but

e did think that 'ort of ar and rich. H

isn ' t ncn. H-~ mayoe .

Will Alexander1?

Oh, 1 knew him

r in Washington, he was a very nice man. He had

ong tim



.j e: t h •

VD: Then he and his wife split up and took up with another

1 , and that was a dal in Washington in those days

lerforciV You don't remember mm. Vi rqi ni us

i b n e y {

VD Ves, 1 knew him well too, but not terribly. See, 1

~ , you know, an d V i r gi n i a E pi s c op a] Ih e o1og i c a 1

iemi nary . V1 r : o q e t to

support the anti-poll tax rnovemen" •r would. So ne ana I

ad many :onversation but wri 11en, but

■r wou 1 d .

■jt; uid h■ •minqham? You think

VD: No, he was not th

J E; Jonathan Darnels

VD: No, Jonathan Daniels and R a 1 p h and Hodd

None o l o u r n to tni

Well, no, they didn't. Not only didn't they come, but

the Southern Conference, they did a good deal

ng , tot

All of them?

ay they

Jane and Dolly Speed?

ljil1, that's the two communists. They came from

of the Baldwin family which is one of the



Montgomery. Ana uoiiy took jan

per- to live i n Vi

in those

Louisvil e the

J£: Big, important family in Louisvill"

VD: Well, anyway, they may have been big and important but

they were pool :urkey. So she took

i m . And while t h

Vienna, lot to be a communist. So did

ly. Th ■?, they cam--

, he a i ove I y p I ac>

■jt: i n e y married , ;t tnem

VD; Wei 1 , Dol kina ot iv to get mar ri

Ja n e got ma rr i ed to, Rico o t

JE: And Rob Ha I 1 end- '■ a d i i i a c , m j

rich woman. H th itthe communist r of Alabama at

VD: That's right. .d up marrying again

children. Two boys, on"- to Andov <

:adillac, ana ne naa not rung

JE: Howard Lee?

VD: Wei I , Howara

ie was a re Kind o country Doy . He

)assion tor Mrs. Roosev to keep her mi rror by hi

, he commif



suicide, but nobody r, knew why he committed

; u i c i d e .

JE: Alton Lawrence?

lovely boy, young. He went to the

; ity of Nor ne was very radical in a way, 1

He married a girl who worked in the mill. when we wen

ed down to N -■Jim Eastland, you know, Clark

~nd me, and Aubrey Williams--he never was called down.

tnougn t , and 1 think

informer. 1 hate to say that, that he saved himself from goi

And he told me it was because his wife take it. Now,

*med or just refused to--l just know he

B e t h u n you k n <

v e r y la rg e woman who h

Sne's the one wor k i iv

•mocratic committee, ti ion, ana

workinq on .j rid or the po i the women had

a hard time voting. You see, the men didn't pay their poll tax,

md they didn't have much money. So sh- to ge

the r w i t h >o she

C h a r 1 i e Houston and Bill Has' &Pley said

>uldn't do it in the democratic committee because it was making

t and do it outs



in tne dook is that

you like to come to ttv wouian

. betnune.

VD: That y true. She was not Mary. She

. B e t h u n e.

.J £: What on.' wnat was sn<

VO: She was c woman.

ter, never saw her aaain

JE: What kind of judge

VD: I think she was kind of a. . . .

.JE: Municipal judge or something here local iy, 1 m

VD: Some sort of rjeti nq, i nev-

JE: Maury Me.

VD: Maury was there, and he was wonderful . He alway

hat was tn

: John L.

VD: No.

JE: Claude Pepper was there, wasn't n

VD: No.

JE: You don't think so? 1 know ne

VO: He didn't come to tne one in Birnmv



JE* Of course, Hugo Black was tnere.

VD: Hugo was the main one, and Mrs. Roosevelt.

J£: Lister Hill there? Any other office hold"

governor of Alabama came, Bibb Graves.

VD: I don't remember him.

1 read that his wi f> one who took

the ladies around for a tour of the city. It was

VD: I think o n g. 1 neve e a n , I

think that's wrong, and 1 don Bibb Graves came. You ' v>

lot to remember that, 1 told you about the love and

nq of thrill on the first night. econd day when

they'd begun to the1

also bequn to

J£: John T ncied up

is supposed to was i And J o h

, w n o a all Kinas of n

t hi n g s about ■ven in the paper he aid, bir

wouldn't touch them with

VD: Yes, not only

ki nd of

JE: Mark Etbridge'

VD; Not that i

because I don't remember th>

them as be t r y i n 1 y nara

1 n t e i" r u p t i



a mine wor kers , at

war. in other word

11, you know, the preside tor- t n

i s t the co B a r r y

trying to ntion rrom

e war . you

hey we re, we aunnq tne pen od

>f the , tor tht

President ot th> : n e i r a a m n

at t on t rom pa1 or1 peace

J E : I

they aia. in*

•ason , 11

i t than p ■ i ven mm any ci

want to be known that in it--w

, a 1 1 h e had [ 1 a u g i

to depend on

JE: I of Jonn fa r a v e s

1 na other peop time.

VD: They were out to get

■ n t in t h

ing that immed

•JE: Veah, I know. But I'm jbout t h ...

a b o u *



, that's it was. bu : n t n e y

Jt: Then everybody away 'til the poi

where, if you go all the way up to 1950 and look, most of the

people who were in that room wouldn't identify with that

movement, with integration or any kind of re:

VD: it wi.._ again.

being caught up in it.

■J £: Did vou think or do you think now as you think

it that the ence Tor Human

min a 11n g gation

VD: Very much so.

: It didn't come out much in what d th

lot much talk about doi nq ion ot

tion. 1 mean, peop v, j y s

n q aiscn

ought to be done away with.

about the white primary as being

the right to vote. All that, you k n ■

the i n s t i : g a 11 o t

and scnooIs and

1 , ma yb stood rather then enunciated,

think of anybody that didn't think that

that Mrs. Roosevelt



POT nt OT ccept it

think. point.

.J E : Yeah. :k , re,

1 C o u i counci I was

formed in 194 4 and a a i most t n>

brown decision in '54, there official position was not to

1 iminate ion but to maK- equal. They

emphasis on :y to

VD: They did that, and not only th,

commum st be _ y , AuDrey Wi jy wouian t

on the Council. He wa: it, and they put him on it,

and then he was thrown off. So then they asked , my

h u s b a n d , on . He wouian■t De on

wouldn't let Aubrey on

your recollection of the Southern Regional Counci

the '40s was that it ittle Dit to the right of wnei

your thinking wa:

VD: Yes , it was i rodi

i g h t. in, t h

tegration, and then th*

,r or commum sts over1. It's turnea out to b'

pretty si

■j £: Yeah, look what's happening now.

VD: I mean, not on i y wou i dn't :ake us ov

mean , in t h> got enough fooa to put on the

table.





START OF TAP

VD: Fne whole s o n" d i c u 1 o u

jE: But your recollection is that McAllister was not from

VD: No. 1 heard ot mm tt,

sol le

J £ :. John a c c o i" d ing to m y

..on, wno was tne pr

co-cnai rs ot tn-. ,jt ciu r i n

1e r y nicely, I'll

VD: Yes, he was

JE: Was he chosen at that meetin- :CUI1 V e

cretary of this.

VD: No.

JE: That cam-

VD: That was later. 1 think Lt,

tm nk it qot to

JE: H. C. Nixon was tnere

ful. Now, you talk about who

■ a n i t , y o u rn ■ :hat he

book, you kno\<;

lovely m.; 1 b i 11 , i



man, dux ne

i r on, and n 3 ust macie mm

did on account of the children. Wouldn't hav>

inythi ng to on. But ne cnan't r didn't

anything wrong about us. He just got out.

jE: Gunnar Myrdai there.

met mm.

■J £: According to the book, wht. ,-j who wrote

book about the Southern Confer My rda "I was

d, the

VD: I never. . . .

■j E : Charles S. Johnson, the p >T msk i

VD: I knew him, only i

JE : And R u f us C1eme n

•si ty?

VD: Yeah, they we

you know, I didn't know th

iht little group of people d a r 1 i n q f r i e n d s

c; i nod so until most

J£: Who would you name in th,

VD: Wei 1 , Clark x Go1dschmi dt and Cliff, my

a m a r y i- o r e i

Ricky Goldschmidt, who wa: Aubrey

id his wife Anita. Let

ck in Washington then'



fQi Yes, thi Daei< i n wasm nqton.

•JE: What about those people like Jonathan Daniels, many of

those? Did you all :

VD: Not at al i. it w y cMTterent group

was that ena ot Lyncion

n writing about him in his book so much. He says about w

i u c h a c ,d two or three people wh<

not i n course, Abe Fortas was

:re, right closel y just had supper together

a use we we wouldn't say L y nd oi

LadyBi rd were , y> -rt ot it.

J E: You to Washington, of course,

•jting. How long did you 1 i v-

when you all moved to Montgomery.

VD: I moved :on in 19 3 3. Hugo was in ti

Hugo got him [Cliff] to com>. to help open the bank.

with t h < rm tnen, ana they were

pretty tough time r w i x i e went th<

two or thi ent y

So you eft there when

Oh, you until 'Si. That's when you moved back

Then, you

;ommunicati ons Commission.



JE: Let me mention am too ot time, now tnat 1 kn<

in Washington, I wonder about sorm

vou would have on this. [Inter rup"

In the spring of 1950, now, 1 want to give you a tew things

to kind of jog your memory. That

j . mat

t h i n q I

JE: Yeah. a month of that

ank b r B y r n ■

aron nd He was a boi

lar row ot his bone .

VD: That's right.

bitter en'

■ry I ruman iummer ana

s u b s e q u

;omrmttee w t , and t h •

nterna as getting into

out of hand, and there

v u: you I 111 o r d w a: tnen. H ■

pointed in 1948 by Truman,

appointment on account of :y oatn. he saia

to admin 1 oyaIty

a n d bad and : i o n a I . he rescinded. I mean, ne

.jt year, 1948-49-50, h ■ Washi ngton.



n trouD trouble <ftas

mm anyxning

come back to Montgomery.

J £: We 11 , I the question I'm tryinq to

it strikes me as a sort of courageous thing for you all to com'

back South at that point.

t n at you

VD: We didn't h to go. You se

a v e r y >n on m s back.

moth

unti I he qot we I I . So tm nothing tor us to ao but

We had no p1

c o u1d n't p ay it.

JE: You couldn't make a living up

vu: No. So w home, and it w

he could even pract

ana t n

m lust the

ent dowi ner out ot j

to hana

J£; H,

VD: Yeah, i got h>

d Iady from

vs i n her book . D u r r



was the one who to"i d

■jt: That was 9 55, was

VD: Yes.

JE: So this whole idea of Mrs. Parks, who's

down and denying th< e O p I e , tha"L was

was aoinq.

VOl Si. ace, after having a vis

to Hi

o u I d n ' t t any more, you know, being made to stand up for

e man. But it was touqh. I would have left, but

woulan So, of cour wouldn't

till don't South is any n

it's sti I don now ionq it

not racist.

J£: You and I aren!t qo i n q to

VD: No, I don't believe we y, You know,

I'm making the best of it now, ike and

friends. But as f ai I y Decoming

, I don ' t

Again, just to 1 i rv

i lo ck on that, it s to me like that

low point in a way. After those e its and t h

of the anti-communi

structur South against any kind of

just ttiings, f rom 19 50

just sort of noDoay did much



and marching to bring about ifa>

VD: Oh, absolutely.

that the combination of th<

point. But

that Dr. King would have come along at

v th time. b o n e r e you tan wno

tongues of men and of ang mar velou

itor. And sop la up the way he

tect 1 y remark.

■J E: What time in '51, what time of year, did you

Interruptioi

VD: (

.J E : v ■ Iot of peopIe

VD: (

,j E : They n > oi ng on

L o bed.

Jt: What month of

VD: it was in the summer ik it was i n June or Ju

had to qo right to be had a doctor in Birmingham

hi s doctor. u p w i t h his

'mingnam. He stayed up or Tour monti

en when he came Dack down nere, h y day

taking shorthand and t y p e w r i t i n g

Jt: Where did you work?



. . . je of t ne state . \. _

living in my mother's house which wasn't very far. She had

at, big old house and two So the children at

had t h r e e c hi1dr e n was lucky, but it

nooociy in Montgomery

n y interest in

inter: in exc W i 1 1 i a m s ,

•JE: bo aid you lot ot him aurinq this time.'

VD: Yes, constantly, every day.

be i nq thrc.

j t: n ■_

VD: He was dying, s dying of cancer of then.

J£: Is his wife

VD: No, c a u iOO i

J E: Did they h<

VD: Oh yes, Maury, Winston, Jerry, and--had tour

■ood book that Mr. Sal mond wrote. You haven't

en that you c to get it. It's John Salmond. H<

from Australia and he's just finished a book on my husband. It's

coming out by the University of Alabama Press. you

t h ing you've got to r > our point ot vie1 , i n

irst place, none of us we

a d s o I u t •■ And the whole communist

JE: It was a diversion. it had nothing to do with the real



VD: Had nothinq to ao wun tn

jt, it w twice. Had

sent by the government, once for communications and once for

omet hi nq And he c k ana he said t n e y a <

enougn f u * ley couIdn't any mor

i rnpossi b 1 e .

jt: If you summer of

until the summer of '54, can you think of

:hat were activ- , or

pretty much a quiet time for you'

, the the time 1 qot Mr

t o visit H i q h 1

police b r u t a 1i t y. woul d

you cou1d

was busy with that. Now, h<

an y cai. 1 ot ot publicity tor th-.

d n ' t like. But 1 had t h i and 1 was working

ob, life seemed so busy to t think ot

Par11cu1ar. . . . The on 1 y of in that period

r r 111 c r1

•JE: Y- ;e, didn't it?

VO: Yeah, just qo

~- r\ zz n r\ :ook it up

Do you t h in k t h *

ot that i , by th

mists and th , .j south in order to

ot socia



: I don ' t tm nK in.

, obviously tn-

i wonaer if you think

it lana am

seized upon the anti-communist thing a:

i way

VD: uh, I don't think there's any doubt

;:> plain to be m £ast running tor

ibout to come down. Okay, so what dou«

working up in Birmingham

: o n and hold: h e a r i n <

communi nat tne brown prove

:ourt is a communist , they

time. it const; Di rty t i me.

r u p t i o n ]

jory by you, Mr if you thi nk

much change in t h

tne woria war, the end of

atorm c b< vision was just

c omi n g into its o w n, ai r c o n d11 just arrived in most

peopl and was coming to their c

:S , I think

they had sorrv hts a day out of

Now th

It was just about to happen. Me.



South, had gon

working in the factories and working nt jobs. Nothing

Eyer y t h i n c •oi nq to ci

A n d i t look back on that period of the

golden oppor

South to mak ot of soci ai chf

d economic condition?, o , vo1untar i1y . To

decide that the time and do

it. It ik away from doing that

politicians prevailed, the n o r s a n ci

prevailed, ident ot the United n, and

evented social change of that kind from taking place. And so

ot our tai I ui : o do it voluntarily, t h •_;

up on : y-tiv e year in 19 5 4 with

8 row n decision and t h a t , i n deed, g o*. to this very day of

;ttl ed , i ncomp ■e not in

nt about. I'm looking at five year per i od

what our torni' siaent Kf window ot

an old way tl to a new w a y

I ooks torw"1 ioth directions the view is rat hei

f r vght Righ

people to say--in other words, the last opportunity for

South to fix its own soci

proDI em

that mak' to you'/



because i

y thi nk we're mi r

a g lass ot win*

JE: Yes, 1 would. If 1 wrote a booi

. . [Interruption]

I'm working on, and I'm looking for people to talk to who

-n t i f v with that
"] ^ ir, ,i_

YOU Tying your a e a a - it to

t people to move along on that issue, but it

:oo many powerful peopie who were so

and racial inequity

¥0: Yeah, but I also think that red-baiting had a lot to do

t h it.

,jE: But as you pointed

on tn-

VD: That

■j E : So it

VD: But the thinq that bothers m

only a very tew

, fust a handful. All the rest of th

black. [In t e r r u p t i o n >unci, some

) u s a s i a e for1 a few minutes]

K you a iitt i e bit mor

■ o u n d, ana t n e n t h



it spoke

.jven thousand That would ti i i the wnole

u o you r >

¥0: i do, TU I I TOP

j I 1 tor1 Huqo

,jE: What about on that Sunday night when you

VD: Well, no, when we started, it w.

■JE: Was everybody down on the floor, not up

VD: t very body was on the floor. And th

g , glad to see you.

JE: And also sinqinq. It was kind of

ti nq al most'.''

VD : Yeah, And then Frank got up and m;

h , F r a n k G r a h a m .

■jE: He must have been quite a fine man.

VO: He was. A wonderful m..

ting, Ab

i d i c u 1 o u: Frank, with mm par

■Jt; Something else about that auditorium that

ing the ion tney had

on both , and t h~

like some kind of show or an up ti



VD: Well, 1 ■ n tont

remember so distinctly the division

•ont door,

though, just yDody e i se a

VD: I think they must have too.

•J E : P a r t i c u' ■i t w h

on the f1oor.

it was a

:inq was i n , and then t h

Nashville. Now, Hi of th<

things they did. Mrs. Roosevelt down with p.

Kobeson ana n qoinq to So it was ail Kind ot nasty,

+ n" n01 you know, the rumors about ru . jon. Rumors,

I don't know how it got around, but it did

very cou a d y ,

was couraqeous. ■ r y d r

, b u • woman who was unnappy. She'a h.

ot fr- of --i t ' s hard to r you shouia

b l e to h■

husband to have gone off with •r woman as

terrible blow to ner.

unnappy person in. ner private

VD: I think an unnappy n ner1 pr~\ v

i ot her public life, b u t he f p r i vat>. Sh

like z Victorian maiden of some kind. Mr. Roose

way at all.

i£: As , Never1 nave been.



; Never w i i i d ■ though, in h

a man as she did,

"hiped him n se or love

But i thin k

j e : l sk you something el . D u rr. With a f e w

in the South'-,

tor Human we ire w m t •: u p p e i

, most of them, no I don't q u e s s H.L. M i t c h e

•.. jQhter ] had a lot of money any tirrr family b a c k g r o u n d

, but you take Jo« w h o was t r om a we a i t n y

a rn i 1 y and C1 m from a we tami iy. Your tarm 1y

j n a , in when you all had

y , but you w ir class family by my

, and 1 think yours, of what

What tnat you were men ax on<

JE: That's right. it was out of a southern tradition oi

noblise oblisse or patr Al 1 of you had come out

Of a cultural experience ia to rise

gat ion. And y o u a 11 w<

improv Id. But it w•

on, wasn'x it, D y and I a r

VD: Wel1 , io ciouot about it. On

son w n o y en a the most to ch

Johnson, the vot'

y ooy, grown up



And 1 don't think he had though very much about

1 t h i n k

,j, but 1 don't think

■e wasn't, . . .

i e w n o en d

VO: That's right. He ended up being th>

Bird helped him. She n

, but I always thought she did.

J£: You know, 1 had a notion one time, i got to thinkin-

J £: I'd to, yeah, that's a good idea. 1 got to

time that if

VD: That may tne other h

he did, and how he did it I'll never

bili through. 1 just don't know how he did it. H

mistake on the V i

War . But if V' e, if she'll talk to you, of

defend her1 husband. I

hink it would be i ntc; to know from her what he thought

about the f s. „

J £ : In this period of tihm

VD: Br

aw, you Know not only that,

aw, this i the end of this [1



You know, he

■ ing the

formed

4 0s. And yet, I can't find any c

We I I , not on Iy th«■ , tne one tnat end a \

hi nk he did t harm. I neve r h

gs toward Harry frumf my husband tried so many ot

rtely ruined and thrown

;tual ly done nothing whatever. H*

:t, a black woman, tney saici sne was a communist.

Found out d gone to George Washington Umv

taking a course in culture or some[

VD: Tha communi st . Then it

irned out women, old white r abbits,

t sr her1 because ^■~m, arid they t nought it was

black woman.

were just out to get her. And when it came down, you know, the

is put on them and t h ■ e d to be the ones

ty work. Oh, they cried, and they

Id they prom be protected .

jo much dirty work



JE: You knew Aubrey William really well?

JE: That man wasn't a communist, was h

udicrous, isn't it, to think that he would have been?

VD: (

b i q 1 a u q h . H <

o u 1 d n ' t sen commum st .

Norton, 1 knew Myles Morton for

■ t my las'

i me that man not even

a Ions. .

VD: Well, it was so stupid.

•JE: There weren't any damn communists in the South that I

ould tell, except here and there, you know, l

;roup of peopl e .

is for- Myles and A u d r e y , d

commum st Wo But they were. There's no doubt of it

ey c e r Ana Myles, not tna

od i t u a r y . ts u

JE: Oh y- is--1 wrote a 1o n q pi

trial of Hi j|, you know. And it

:ommuni st t w rappeci up, but

h e y could find to



ituck him f o t

their property out in tne middl

l n d h a d a n

f u r- n 111

: Burned down the building.

vD: I rxay ana nave supper' with us

■j£: Well , I appreciate it very much

ND OF TAPE I ,

END OF INTERVIEW


