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All utilities included, fully
furnished, individual leases,
roommate matching, only
2 miles from campus,
bedroom/bathroom suites,
fitness center, game room,
tanning beds, computer lab…
all you could ever ask for
and more.

Located only 6 miles from UNC,
The Evergreens at Mt. Moriah is
the place for you! Enjoy spacious
closets, w/d connections, patios
with a view and luxurious garden
tubs. Check out our 24 hour fitness
center with FREE yoga, 24 hour
business center, 2 gated dog
parks, and sand volleyball and
tennis courts. Welcome Home!

Located in the Governors Club area,
Camden Governors Village offers 1,
2 & 3 bedroom apartment homes.
Residence features include
fireplaces, washer and dryer, and
oversized garden tubs. Enjoy our
resort-style swimming pool and sit
poolside on our sundeck or work
up a sweat in our state-of-the-art
fitness center. With the UNC
campus only five miles away,
our residents have convenient
access to Chapel Hill.

Featured Properties:
Chapel Ridge/Chapel View ~ p16 • Evergreens ~ p2
Camden ~ p4
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Enjoy Life at The Evergreens
• Wireless Internet Access
• 2 Gated Dog Parks
• Only 5 Miles to UNC
• 24-hr Fitness Center
• Walk to Shopping and Dining
• Monthly Socials and Events
• 24-hr Business Center
• Large Patios with Scenic Views

Duke

UNC

919.489.8788
www.evergreensnc.com

5512 Sunlight Drive, Durham, NC 27707
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Free advice, contests at DTH fair
by Bryce butner
staff writer

Looking for a place to live? The
Daily Tar Heel Housing Fair is a
good place to start. With over 30
different participants, the event
promises lots of valuable information about on- and off-campus
housing. And if all else fails, there
are lots of free giveaways too.
The fair will take place in the
Great Hall of the Student Union
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on February
2, 2011.
Among the participants are
major off-campus apartment
complexes such as the Verge,
Chapel Ridge and Stratford Hills
Apartments. They will set up
booths to offer information about
prices, amenities and attractions.
Leah Norris of the Verge said
that the fair is a great way for offcampus locations to maintain a
presence among younger students.
In fact, Norris said that the Verge
is returning because of the positive
reception in past years.
“It’s definitely more of a oneon-one interaction. It’s easier for
someone to come up to us,” Norris
said. “It’s great to be able to speak
to them at the housing fair where
they have time to ask their questions.”
Freshman Brian Morrow agreed
with her approach.
“The housing fair seems like a
great idea. I’ve looked online for
various apartments, but I feel like
a fair sort of consolidates the information into an easier-to-digest
environment. Truth be told, a lot
of housing info on the Internet is
difficult to find,” Morrow said.
Morrow explained that he would
attend the fair because of the ease
of finding information.
“I already have ideas about
where I want to live, but nothing is
concrete so this will be helpful in
solidifying any decisions,” he said.
Senior Karla Capacetti said that
the fair is perfect for students like
Morrow.
“I think for underclassmen it
would be a good idea, especially
those who are transitioning to offcampus, because it will motivate
them to search around for the best
housing” she said.
Jill Powell, Department of
Housing and Residential Education
marketing manager, explained
UNC Housing’s involvement.
“Our interest in having students
come to our table is to help answer

any questions about the somewhat
complicated housing selection process 2011-2012,” Powell said.
“We are committed to making
sure everyone understands the process, because we know if students
understand their options, they are
more likely to end up with a housing assignment they are satisfied
with,” she explained.
For students who need an extra
incentive to attend, senior Zach
Martin agreed that free giveaways
would likely draw more students to
the fair.
“Give out free shirts or something. Maybe have free food. People
are always looking for free stuff,”
Martin said.
With sentiment like Martin’s in
mind, Norris said that the Verge
plans on distributing flyers and
handouts as well as holding a contest to generate interest.
“ We’ ll se t up a table and
have free items as well as pamphlets and full color brochures.
Sometimes we’ll run a contest,”
Norris said. “Usually it’s a raffle,
like a scratch-off lottery ticket for
a gift card.”
UNC Housing is also holding a
contest. The Cribs contest calls on
all students to submit photos of
their rooms, either on- or off-campus. The best rooms receive either
the first pick in the UNC housing
lottery or $150 in groceries from
Whole Foods.
“We can show students what
other buildings look like that they
may have never been able to go
inside before,” Powell said. “Both
new students to UNC and current
students really enjoy getting a visual of what a room looks like versus
trying to guess by looking at a 2-D
floor plan.
“We can have a quick chat with a
student and help them understand
how to maneuver the housing selection process to their advantage,”
Powell said. “They leave feeling
confident about the process and
excited about all the options available to them for staying on campus
another year while still meeting
their changing needs.”
Older students doubt the effectiveness of the fair.
“It seems like looking on the
Internet would be a more suitable way of searching for housing,”
Martin said.
Contact the University Editor
at university@dailytarheel.com.

dth file/erin hull

Students check out a booth at last year’s Daily Tar Heel Housing Fair.
This year’s fair will begin at 10 a.m. on February 2 in the Great Hall.

A preview of the Housing Fair participants

Ashbrook Apts.
Autumn Woods
Bell Properties
Berkshire Manor West
Bridges at Chapel Hill
Camden Governor’s
Village
Chapel Ridge Apts.
Chapel View Apts.
Cool Blue Rentals
Cort Furniture-Raleigh
Dean of Students
Office
Dunlap Lilley
Properties
Evergreen Luxury Apts.
Farrington Lake Apts.
General Services Corp.
Glen Lennox Apt.
Granville Towers
Highland Hills
Holton Properties

UNC Housing and
Residential Education
Kairys Properties
Louise Beck Properties
Mill House Properties
Notting Hill Apts.
The Pointe
Public Safety
Department
Sagebrook Apts.
Shadowood Apts.
South Terrace
Southern Village Apts.
Stratford Hills
Sharon Heights
Sunstone Apts.
Townhouse Apts.
The Verge Apts.
Warehouse Apts.
Wesley Foundation
Woodland Creek
Townhomes

for Upperclassmen
At Granville Towers you don't have to share a room if
you don't want to. With multiple single room options,
the best food on campus, our unbeatable location,
parking and many other great amenities, come see
how Granville Towers is transforming student housing
at UNC into a four year time-of-your-life experience!

SIGN UP BEFORE
FEBRUARY 28TH
AND SAVE $200!
Offer available to current UNC students only.
Cannot be combined with any other promotion.

THE SMART ALTERNATIVE TO APARTMENT LIVING
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FALL • 919.370.4500 • WWW.GRANVILLETOWERS.COM
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Major in style.
Minor in hassles.

Visit Camden
Governors Village
anytime in February
and enter for a chance
to win an Apple iPad!
1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartment homes
Great roommate floor plans
Resort-style swimming pool with sundeck
24-hr fitness center and basketball court
Cable package included
Only 4 miles from the UNC campus

100 Durant Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
(866) 654-4191
camdenliving.com
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Local shops, programs o≠er cheap choices
Finding apartment furniture is easy “It’s important because I’m working
by Carolyn miller
staff writer

If you need items to furnish or
decorate your apartment, look no
further than local businesses across
the Chapel Hill and Carrboro area.
They carry one-of-a-kind used
items and basic amenities for any
apartment.
Most students tend to stay on
a budget when looking for apartment furniture. Cassie Ball went
shopping for her space with money
in mind.
“It’s important because I’m
working out a budget for college
and all of this is coming out of the
same fund,” Ball said.
Although cheap is convenient,
free is better. The nearby Orange
County Solid Waste Management
Department’s Salvage Sheds are
a great local resource for random
knickknacks to fill an apartment.
The sites can be found on Eubanks
Road and Ferguson Road in Chapel
Hill.
Muriel Williman, education
outreach coordinator, encouraged
those pinching pennies or gambling for the best deal to check out
a Salvage Shed site.
Williman stated that one can
find a range from antiques to

houseware items. For those wishing to support an environmental
effort, Williman noted the advantage of the reuse community.
“It keeps useful items still in
circulation rather than putting
them in a hole in the ground where
it’s not going to serve anybody,”
Williman said.
Before students visit a site,
Williman offers a few words of
caution.
“It’s really catch-as-catch-can,”
she said.
Another option for bargain
shopping can be found on campus. Tar Heel Treasure, a twoyear-old program, holds an
annual sale on the Saturday after
commencement.
The program’s goal is to offer
donated items at a discounted
price. It promotes recycling while
supplying affordable amenities
for students. In turn, the program
prevents items from reaching landfills.
Larry Hicks, director of Housing
and Residential Education,
described the items a student can
find at the springtime event.
“We get hundreds of items ranging from carpets to refrigerators to
toys to microwave ovens and book-

out a budget for college and all of this is
coming out of the same fund.”
Cassie ball, Junior

cases. Anything you can find in the
resident hall you can find at Tar
Heel Treasure,” Hicks said.
For those who are looking for
necessary kitchen items, the program is an affordable resource.
“We’ve sold refrigerators for ten
to fifteen bucks,” he said.
Tar Heel Treasure gives any
proceeds back to the school and
community. The first year the program benefitted the Eve Carson
Scholarship Fund and the UNC
Children’s Hospital. Last year’s
funds, which amounted to ten
thousand dollars, went to Habitat
for Humanity’s Build a Block program.
“It’s just a good place to find
some items to help furnish your
apartment,” Hicks said.
If UNC students are feeling
adventurous, they can wander over
to Carrboro and explore the PTA
Thrift Shop.
Barbara Jessie-Black, executive
director of the shop, noted a broad
range of items including linens,
decorative collectibles, dressers,

coffee tables, sofas, dinette sets and
small appliances.
The shop hosts an art gallery
that includes prints, paintings,
frames and posters. Students can
purchase original art, pottery and
track lighting.
Jessie-Black summed up the
customer experience.
“Typically we have cool and
interesting stuff,” she said.
For students who are not looking for unique items, the thrift
shop also carries practical items.
“We have customers that shop
with us on a regular basis who say,
‘I furnished my entire living room
with things I got here at the thrift
shop,’” Jessie-Black said.
PTA Thrift Shop is a nonprofit
that supports Chapel Hill-Carrboro
city schools. By shopping, UNC
students can give back to the community.
“When you shop with us you get
a good value for your money.”
Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.

MOVING OFF
CAMPUS?
Check out
http://deanofstudents.unc.edu/offcampus

for resources and
answers to all your
off-campus living
questions.
405786.CRTR

dth/katie barnes

Many students turn to PTA Thrift Shop in Carrboro when shopping for
furniture for their houses or apartments. Proceeds benefit local schools.

MILL HOUSE

ROCKS!
Visit the Mill House Properties booth
at the Housing Fair and learn about our
$200 rent voucher per unit. Vouchers will be
given to those who sign a lease with Mill House
prior to spring break (March 4, 2011).

Sales, Rentals and Management
For more information call 968-7226
or go to www.millhouseproperties.com
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Campus communities enhance education
staff writer

Arielle santiago, sophomore

Rates per month

2 Bedroom:

$900
3 Bedroom: $1200
3 Bedroom w/ Den: $1400
Cable/Ethernet Included

919-942-2163
425 Hillsborough St.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Walk or bike to campus
Hardwood floors

On bus route A.
Two full baths

www.TownHouseUNC.com

FARRINGTON LAKE

� WiFi Coffee Bar with Outdoor Patio
� 2 Resort Style Pools
� 24 hour Fitness Center
� Grill & Picnic Areas at Pools
� Sand Volleyball Court
� On-Site Social Director
� 2 24 hr laundry centers
� Pet Friendly Community with Bark Park
� Car Care Center
� 1, 2 & 3 bedroom floor plans
� Courtesy package acceptance

www.farringtonlake.com

919-419-0220
6123 Farrington Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
far@shared.westdale.com

Contact the University Editor
at university@dailytarheel.com.
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5. Men at Carolina (M@C) - Stacy
Residence Hall
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6. W.E.L.L.- Women Experiencing
Learning and Leadership - McIver
Residence Hall, 3rd floor

8. Service and Leadership (S&L) Ehringhaus Residence Hall, 2nd floor
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7. The Connected Learning
Program (CLP) - Cobb Residence Hall
3
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2. R.E.L.I.C.- Religion as
Explorative Learning Integrated
in our Community - Grimes
Residence Hall, 2nd and 3rd floors

4. The Carolina Experience (TCE) Koury Residence Hall, 1st floor

5
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1. SYNC- Sophomore Year
Navigating Carolina - Hardin
Residence Hall

3. The Language Houses - Chinese
(Teague Residence Hall) and Spanish
(Craige North Residence Hall)
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In the R.E.L.I.C. community,
students from a variety of religious backgrounds gather to learn
more about other perspectives.
The communities are designed to
bring a diverse group of students
together.
“We’re not saying we’re the
experts in sustainability, but we’ll
bring a level of knowledge and you
bring a level of knowledge,” Fisher
said.
Sophomore Arielle Santiago
chose to enter The Carolina
Experience community as a freshman, in hopes that a living-learning community would help with
the transition to college.
“The idea behind it is to give
incoming first-years a well-rounded immersion into UNC lifestyle.
They try to get you involved in different cultural and academic experiences,” Santiago said. “As an outof-state student who didn’t know
anyone coming in, this looked like
a really good way to meet people
and get immersed, connect and
have a good time.”
Living-learning communities
also encourage more interaction
among people in the given community.
“It was a really good way to get
to know people on my hall,” said
sophomore Kate Gooden, who also
lived in The Carolina Experience
community last year.
Students in a living-learning
community are expected to focus
on intentional learning outcomes.
They look for ways they can enrich
the campus community through
civic engagement, seminars and
other projects.
UNC is working on a thirteenth
living-learning community to bring
junior transfer students together in
a section of Ram’s Village. The goal
of the newest community is to help
with the junior transfer retention
rate at UNC, Fisher said.
“It will give us the opportunity
to get them together and connect
with them.”

Themed housing is an option available for
all undergraduate students who want a
heightened on-campus living experience.
The Department of Housing and Residential
Education offers 11 distinct housing
themes in 13 different dorm buildings on
all parts of campus.

M
IU

To apply to a community, simply submit a UNC Housing application and answer three specific
questions. Special emphasis is put
on creating a group with different
backgrounds and beliefs.
Students join living-learning
communities for a variety of reasons, Fisher said. Many in the
Spanish and Chinese houses are
often seeking fluency in the language. For those interested in the
study abroad programs, language
houses provide an immersion program right on campus.

Themed housing on campus

AD
ST

There’s nothing like shared bathrooms, broken elevators and floor
activities to bring a group of people
together. For the 560 students in
the living-learning communities
this year, they enter their dorms
knowing they will have more in
common with their neighbors than
a UNC education.
The 12 living-learning communities on campus range from
The Language Houses to Men at
Carolina. Each community shares
a philosophy based on the three
“C’s”—the common goal of students
to build connection, commitment

“This looked like a really good way to
meet people and get immersed, connect
and have a good time.”

BATTLE LANE

by JACQUELINE KANTOR

and citizenship.
Students are encouraged to
immerse themselves in educational seminars, service projects and
social relationships relating to an
area of interest, whether it is sustainability, substance-free housing
or UNITAS.
“We give students an opportunity to explore a passion outside of
their major,” said Annice Fisher,
coordinator for learning and leadership for Housing and Residential
Education. “It doesn’t matter what
you came to study.”
Fisher said living-learning communities are meant to be a gateway for students to get involved on
campus. The communities typically include a weekly or biweekly
seminar on the topic of the community, along with social activities
and service.

RALEIGH STREET

Friends, service
add to experience

ROAD

9. Substance Free (SFLC) - Joyner
and Alexander residence halls
10. Sustainability - Morrison
Residence Hall, 3rd floor (basketball side)
11. UNITAS - Carmichael Residence
Hall, 2nd floor
DTH/KRISTEN LONG, AMANDA PURSER AND NATASHA SMITH

dth/allyson batchelor

Natassia Rodriguz, a Residential Advisor, talks to Alexandra Lucas and
other residents in the W.E.L.L. community of McIver Residence Hall.
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Jobs o≠er important experience, skill sets
by Kari Johnson
staff writer

As the end of the school year
gets closer, students are beginning
to consider where they will live in
the fall. This is only slightly more
important than choosing where
you will work. For some students,
this could be the same place.
“The experiences these students get while working in housing are one of a kind,” said Alaina
Barth, the coordinator for staff
recruitment and development for
the Department of Housing and
Residential Education.
During the academic year,
University housing has four positions opened to students. These
include resident advisor, office
assistant, resident advisor mentor
and community manager.
To be an RA or an office assistant, you must have a grade point
average of 2.5. If your GPA is at
least 2.7 and you have been an RA
or office assistant for at least a year,
you can apply for one of the elevated positions: community manager
or RA mentor.
Many students apply for the
chance to be an RA. Besides the
GPA requirement, students must
have two recommendations, one
of which is written by a previous
housing staff member. They must
also provide quality answers to
several essay prompts. Barth said
that 500 students applied for the
position this year.
“That’s the most we’ve ever had,”
Barth said.
Of the new applicants, 115 will be
selected after the weekend screening and interview process. These
lucky students will make up half of
the total number of RAs on campus
for the upcoming fall semester.
“RAs really set the tone for the
year,” said Josh Alexander, Morrison
Community Director. “They are
there to help if there’s a problem.”
Barth and Alexander both listed
conflict mediation, time management, crisis management and collaboration as skills the RAs may
find useful. They can build these
through previous experiences and
personal interaction with the students on their floor.
“The position’s really what you
make of it,” Alexander explained.
Once you have completed a year
as an RA, you become eligible to
hold the RA mentor position. RA
mentors live in the community to

provide additional leadership to
the RAs and assist them in event
planning and execution.
If living on a dorm is not for you,
try applying for an office assistant
position. Students who work in
the housing community offices do
not have to be residents but simply
UNC students.
According to Alexander, office
assistants are there to provide a
customer service environment. “I
think our office assistants are really
the face of the community,” he said.
He explained that they provide
instant response when an RA may
not be available.
Molly Emmett, an office assistant in the Morrison Community,
describes some of her duties as
entering data in a computer,
administrative organization and
making residents’ days a little
smoother.
If you have already held one of
these posts, you can apply to be a
community manager. They primarily supervise office assistants, run
the office desk and handle receipt
management. Since the RAs must
work a few times a week, community managers must manage and
coordinate these shifts. There are
several RAs and office assistants
within each community who divide
up the work.
Jobs in housing are slightly different over the summer.
In the summer of 2010, there
were two positions available.
Summer assistants covered the
duties of a normal office assistant
but also checked rooms for the
UNC summer camps. Community
assistants, which Barth called the
catchall position, provide everything from linens to staffing plans.
These jobs are advertised in March
and hired by early April in preparation for the summer sessions.
“The benefits are ongoing. I
don’t think the benefits end after
the position ends,” Barth said of
the RA job. She says employers
will recognize the skill and training that goes into becoming an RA
on their resumes. Besides these
skills, Alexander says RAs have the
opportunity to attend workshops to
help them with their resumes and
interview skills.
“I made a lot of friends and I’ve
really enjoyed it,” Emmett said.
Contact the University Editor
at university@dailytarheel.com.

Interested in a UNC Housing job?
Check this list to see if you qualify.
To be a Resident Advisor:

To be an Office Assistant:

Be a full-time UNC student
2.5 GPA or higher
Live on campus for a year
Skills in time management,
conflict resolution, crisis solving

Be a full-time UNC student
2.5 GPA or higher
Customer service skills and
administrative experience

To be a RA Mentor:
Must be a former UNC RA
2.7 GPA or higher
Demonstrate leadership and
excel as an RA
Must live in the community
where they choose to work

To be a Community
Manager:
Must be a former RA or OA
2.7 GPA or higher
Demonstrate leadership and
office administration skills
Must live in the community
where they choose to work

BEST DEAL IN TOWN!

6 BEDROOM 5 BATH TOWNHOUSE
• DESIGNED FOR STUDENT
HOUSING
• BRING SOME FRIENDS & SHARE
• $400 PER BDRM PER MONTH
• IDEAL LOCATION!
• AVAILABLE MAY OR AUGUST!!
THE TOWNHOUSE INCLUDES...

dth/james carras

Hinton James Community Director Morgan Murray (left) looks over
notes with Resident Advisor Gregory Downing as other RAs work.

S ummer H ousing
Walk to campus - rent a room at
Wesley Campus Ministry,
214 Pittsboro Street - across from the
Carolina Inn. Rental includes a single
or double AC room, use of kitchen,
W/D, lounge with cable TV, wireless
internet. Parking available.
For more information email
wesleyunc2@bellsouth.net
or call Laura at 942-2152.
405799.CRTR

• FOUR FREE BUS LINES
• MINUTES to UNC CAMPUS
• HARDWOOD FLOORS
• WASHER/DRYER
• LARGEST BEDROOMS in
TOWN with WALL-TO-WALL
CLOSET SPACE
• EXTRA STORAGE AREA
• INTERNET and CABLE READY
• FREE AMPLE PARKING
• CONVENIENT to SHOPPING,
ENTERTAINMENT, THEATERS,
RESTAURANTS, and BANKS
• SANTA VISITS with TREATS at
CHRISTMAS!!

email spbell48@live.com or call 919.933.0983
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SLS on leases,
students’ rights
Fix o≠-campus
issues promptly
by Keren Goldshlager
staff writer

A leaky faucet has been neglected for months. A security deposit
was paid but never returned. A
sub-leasing agreement fell apart
and requires litigation.
All of these and more are problems that Student Legal Services
deals with on a regular basis.
Dorothy Bernholz, Legal Services
attorney, said that property repairs,
security deposits and zoning laws
are the most frequently addressed
issues.
“The zoning laws in Chapel Hill
do not permit more than four unrelated individuals to be in a house,
even though the landlords are letting seven people move in,” said
Bernholz.
“The town of Chapel Hill is enforcing that ordinance and just last week
there was an order in which some
students had to move out.”
This zoning law was created
because families and adults who
live in close proximity to UNC
students recently began complaining about trash in yards, noise
violations and unsightly parking,
Bernholz said.
When dealing with repairs,
Bernholz emphasized the importance of submitting a written
request.
“You need to give written notice
to the landlord about the need for
repairs so you can prove later that
you told them that the water was
leaking or that you didn’t have
heat,” she said.
Security deposits —precautionary fees paid to the landlord at the
beginning of a lease — can also
prove problematic.
“This is your money, and the
landlord has to give it back to you
at the end of the lease, absent normal wear and tear,” Bernholz said.
Debates often arise when tenants and landlords disagree over
the definition of normal wear and
tear, she said. In these cases, Legal
Services can represent students in
court.
To avoid the issue altogether,

Bernholz advised all students to
perform a move-in inspection and
have it initialed by the landlord.
That way, there will be no ambiguity regarding damages that existed
before move-in.
Another common housing issue
is sub-leasing agreements. Many
students who go abroad find other
students to sub-lease their rooms
in their absence.
“What happens is — even though
you’ve gone to Madrid — you are
still obligated under the lease, so
you are still responsible for the
person you are putting in there. So
if they default on the rent, you still
owe it to the landlord,” Bernholz
warned.
Junior Emily Hopper experienced the consequences that can
result from failing to sign a sublease agreement.
When she decided to stay abroad
for an extra semester — and then
changed her mind and returned to
UNC — she was left responsible for
two different rooms after a verbal
sub-lease agreement between herself and a friend fell through.
Hopper’s parents ended up having to pay for one-third of the lease
for a room she was not even living
in.
“Make sure you sign sub-leases
because people will not always
follow through just on verbal
agreements or moral obligations,”
Hopper said.
Bernholz urged students to
come to Legal Services — which is
free for all full-time UNC students
who are up-to-date on their tuition
payments — if they have any other
questions about their leases.
Legal Services can only assist
students who live in off-campus
housing, so students with on-campus housing issues should talk to
an RA or direct their problems to
the housing department.
These students should keep in
mind that UNC has a responsibility
to provide safe and decent housing,
just as any landlord would.
“The state law has ruled that the
University is a landlord just like
anyone else and is bound by the
same standards,” Bernholz said.
Contact the University Editor
at university@dailytarheel.com.

Because living on The Verge is more fun!
Every Resident Enjoys
• FREE Shuttle to Campus
• Weekly Resident Events
• Resort-Style Pool
• 24-hour Fitness Center,
Computer Lab, & Study Rooms
• Pet Friendly
• Basketball and Sand
Volleyball Courts
• Cable with HBO & Showtime
• Private Bathrooms
in Every Bedroom
• Individual Style Leases

www.liveattheverge.com

Text “verge” to 47464 for instant info
5110 Old Chapel Hill Road, Durham, NC 27707

P: 919 419 0476

THE VERGE
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On-campus housing attracts upperclassmen
“It had the impact we expected … that
number has increased significantly and
continues … since the early 2000s.”

On-campus housing options
There are 32 residence halls on campus. All North Campus residence halls are hall-style,
while all Middle and South Campus residence halls are suite-style. Students can also live at
Granville Towers, a residence hall owned by UNC but not part of UNC Housing.

Rick Bradley, assistant director of housing and residential Education
it more efficient. This year we have
the ability to pull people in with
fewer pages and fewer forms, to
make it a leaner process.”
Freshman Amberly Nardo
currently lives in Hinton James
Residence Hall. She said the signup process could definitely be made
easier.
“One of the hardest parts, especially as a freshman, was having to
list my preferences for which community I wanted to live in,” Nardo
said.
“The housing website didn’t really have pictures of rooms so, without taking location into account,
picking where I wanted to live was
pretty much a shot in the dark.”
Bradley said that, in addition to
almost all first-year students, 70
percent of sophomores, 35 percent
of juniors and 18 to 20 percent of
seniors also make their home in a
residence hall or apartment-style
communities.

A/C

RESIDENCE HALLS

Granville Towers is now within
the UNC on-campus community. It
was purchased by the UNC-Chapel
Hill Foundation in the summer of
2009. The Foundation is a privately owned company within the
University; it handles investments
to bring in money to UNC.
Since it is still owned by a private company, Erin Angel, director
of sales and marking for Granville
Towers, said that the applications
are separate from on-campus housing applications.
“The housing department came
in to run our resident life program,”
Angel said. “So they hire our RA’sthey are employed through the
University- and they run programs
for our residents.
“We’re definitely partners with
the University, but we are still private housing,” Angel said.
Contact the University Editor
at university@dailytarheel.com.

NORTH

On-campus housing is an
increasingly attractive option for
upperclassmen. In the last four
years, many more undergraduates
have requested to live on campus.
Rick Bradley, assistant director
of the Department of Housing and
Residential Education, attributes
much of the increased demand to
the new apartment-style units of
Ram and Odum villages.
Ram Village has 920 private
bedrooms organized around a living room area and kitchen.
Odum Village has a similar
layout, although Bradley said the
apartments are slightly bigger.
Ram was built in 2006, 40 years
after Odum.
“The reason we built Ram Village
and converted Odum from student
family housing to apartments was to
attract and meet the needs of upperclassmen students,” Bradley said.
“It had the impact we expected:
when looking at peer institutions,
we have more upperclassmen
on campus and that number has
increased significantly and continues to increase since the early
2000’s, when we started the renovations. There has definitely been

an increase in demand.”
Bradley said that in 2006, 7721
undergraduates lived on campus.
In 2010 that number was 8562, an
increase of more than 10 percent.
Since Ram and Odum villages’
conversion, Baity Hill Apartments
provide student family housing.
Each of Baity’s 400 units includes
two bedrooms, a living room and a
newly renovated kitchen. Most of
the residents are graduate students,
but Bradley said a few undergraduates who have families also make
Baity their home.
The housing department will
continue making renovations on
existing buildings this summer.
Two-thirds of the residence halls
have gone through renovations
since the early 2000’s.
Bradley said Craige and
Ehringhaus Residence Halls will
be getting brand-new sprinkler systems. Ehringhaus will no longer be
the only residence hall on campus
without air conditioning.
Buildings are not the only things
changing this year. The housing signup process will continue evolving.
“It seems like we’re always doing
something different,” Bradley said.
“The [sign-up] process is being
tweaked to streamline it and make

MIDDLE

staff writer

SOUTH

by Holly beilin

OLD WEST
OLD EAST
MCIVER
SPENCER
ALDERMAN
KENAN
AYCOCK
RUFFIN
GRAHAM
STACY

LEWIS
EVERETT
GRIMES
MANLY
MANGUM
ALEXANDER
JOYNER
CONNOR
WINSTON
COBB

AVERY
CARMICHAEL
PARKER TEAGUE

CRAIGE
CRAIGE NORTH
EHRINGHAUS
HARDIN
HINTON JAMES

HORTON
KOURY
MORRISON

GENDER

All central air,
except for
Joyner, which
has window
units

Coed except:
All female:
Aycock, Kenan
and Manly
All male:
Graham,
Mangum and
Stacy

Window units
except for
Carmichael, which
has central air.

Coed, except
for Parker,
which is all
female

Coed
Window units in
Craige, Ehringhaus
and Hinton James;
others have
central air.
Ehringhaus also
has rooms with no
A/C.

SOURCE: DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS, AS OF FEBRUARY 2010
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Envy Has A New Home. It Is Here!
At a Donathan community, not only do we build and manage beautiful apartment homes…
we Enhance People’s Lives. Our elite team of associates does this each and every day by
providing customer service that is truly unsurpassed. Every time you come home you should
feel like you’ve arrived. At Southern Village and The Pointe at Chapel Hill… You Will!

Southern
Village

The
Pointe

• One, Two, & Three Bedroom Floor Plans
available

• One, Two, & Three Bedroom Floor Plans
available

• Chapel Hill Transit “V”& “NS” Line at our
doorstep

• Largest luxury floor plans in Chapel Hill
ranging from 713 to 1662 square feet

• Full size washer & dryer connections

• Chapel Hill Transit “T” Line at our doorstep

• Walk to Southern Village shopping, dining,
movies & grocery store

• Within walking distance to various
shopping & dining venues

• Less than 2 miles to UNC

• Less than 4 miles to UNC

• Fitness Center with body sculpting
machines, cardio equipment & free weights

• Full size washer & dryer connections

• Free DVD library with over 1,200 titles

• Fitness Center with body sculpting
machines, cardio equipment & free weights

Please visit
www.southernvillageapts.com to learn
more about our community.

Please visit
www.pointeatchapelhill.com to learn
more about our community.

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm
Sat 10am-5pm

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm
Sat 10am-5pm

919-933-5577

919-960-8298

Email: leasing@southernvillageapts.com

Email: leasing@pointeatchapelhill.com

200 Copperline Dr.
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

100 Saluda Ct.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

*Tenants must be 21+ years old

*Tenants must be 21+ years old
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Buses, bikes help ease parking problems
staff writer

Transportation is a definite concern for UNC students. Whether
searching for a parking spot or trying to figure out the bus schedule,
many long for a simple solution.
Roughly 3,900 of 14,000 permits
are assigned to students, according

to the UNC Student Government.
Randy Young, information specialist for the UNC Department
of Public Safety, added that freshmen usually are not allocated any
of these spots. Exceptions are
made only for those who are married, have hardships or are military
veterans.

•First Month’s Rent Free
(with 12 month lease)
•1,2 and 3 Bedrooms
•Free Water + Washer & Dryer
included
•13 Station Business Center
•Olympic Pool (9 ft.)
•Huge Fully Equipped Gym
with Sauna

“There are always parking spots
available for students who are eligible, whether that is in the PR lot or
the S11 lot,” Young said. “Students
may not always get the spots they
want, but there are definitely spots
there because we are certainly not
at full capacity.”
Money collected from University
parking goes to the Department of
Public Safety’s budget.
“There is a 300-employee payroll we have to pay. For every parking space you see, there is personnel that have to take care of it, there
is maintenance and the creation of
space,” Young explained.
There are many who have given
up on receiving an on-campus
parking permit.
Freshman Kate Matthews parks
at a graduate student’s house on
Purefoy Road. “It costs about $300
a year, but I do have to ride my bike
to get to my car,” she said.
“I feel really fortunate to have a
parking spot. I know that there are
tons of other freshmen who wish
they had their cars on campus.”
Matthews found her parking

“The bus system is
quite reliable, and
most of my friends
have a car … I don’t
really need one.”
mackenzie thomas, sophomore
space from a Craigslist ad posting.
Freshman Amy York found her
Rosemary Street spot in a similar
way. Initially, she did not have a car
at school. After several trips home,
her parents decided it would be
more economically beneficial to
find a parking space.
“I visited many spots off campus to see locations and compare
prices,” York said. “I chose my spot
because the area is well-lit, which
is important when I am coming
back late.”
There are incentives for students
who choose to make use of public
transit or bikes.
“There are 50 to 60 different
merchants that provide discounts

STRATFORD HILLS

partment
s
en a

gard

by Lenzie Purcell

Walk to Class!
Offering 1, 2 & 3
bedroom apartments
at a GREAT value.

5216 Penrith Dr. Durham, NC 27713
Phone: 919.544.3755
Email: woodlandcreek@nc.rr.com
405796.CRTR

919-929-3015 • www.bipinc.com
700 Bolinwood Drive • Chapel Hill, NC 27514
405760

or free gifts for these students,”
Young said.
Comparatively, public transit is
a more economical option. A parking permit for the year may range
anywhere from $239 to $415.
“The bus system is quite reliable, and most of my friends have
a car. So I don’t really need one,”
reasoned Mackenzie Thomas, a
sophomore who chose not to bring
her car to Chapel Hill.
Dr. Katie Rose Guest Pryal,
a law professor, has taken the
Robertson Express Bus to campus
since she started her career at UNC
in 2007.
Pyral said that the 25-minute
ride was timely and relaxing.
“It’s a very peaceful time for me
during my day because driving
15-501 is stressful.”
“In principle, I believe we need
more public transit between the
major regions in our area. Chapel
Hill has a fantastic local bus system. More transport between
Chapel Hill and Durham, Raleigh,
RTP and other regions would be
wonderful,” Pryal said.
Bikers are popular on campus
and rightfully so. A walk from
South Campus to Franklin Street
can become quite an ordeal.
“With God’s will, I will have a
car next year, but without my bike
this year, I would never make it to
my job on time,” freshman Erica
Edelstein said.
Mary Sisson rides her bike every
day from her Chapel Hill home.
Instead of taking 15 minutes to get
to class, she can make it in four.
When asked about her etiquette

dth/Carter mccall

There are incentives for students
who choose public transportation
or bikes such as discounts and
free gifts from local merchants.

toward pedestrians, Sisson admitted she is not the friendliest biker.
“I am most definitely not a nice
biker. I take advantage of the fact
that I can bike faster than those
people who are walking.
“There is really no bus for me to
take to get to campus,” explained
Sisson. She also lives too close to
campus to be eligible for a parking
permit.
“My bike comes in handy when
I’m crunched for time,” Sisson
said.
Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.

$250 Waitlist Special for
First 25 Students!!!
(Waitlist Applicants Only)

Make life a little
easier. And a lot
more entertaining.
► 1 and 2 bedroom floor plans available
► Homes available for immediate move in
► CM, CW, JFX, and J bus lines available
at community entrance.
(919) 968-1252
601 Jones Ferry Rd
Carrboro, NC 27510
www.Ashbrook.bz

Innovation for the way you live. Stay connected wherever you
are, with Digital TV, Road Runner® Broadband and Digital Home
Phone from Time Warner Cable. Three services to keep you current,
without constantly upgrading.

Office Hours
Mon–Fri: 9:30am – 5:30pm
Sat–Sun: Closed

A Ginkgo Residential Community

800.892.2253 YourTWC.com
Equipment is needed to receive Digital TV service. Digital Home Phone does not include back-up power and, as in the case with an
electric powered home cordless phone, should there be a power outage, Digital Phone, including the ability to access 9-1-1 services,
may not be available. Service may not be available in all areas. Time Warner Cable and its affiliates and suppliers reserve the right to
discontinue any product, feature or offer at any time. Other restrictions may apply. ©2011 Time Warner Cable, Inc. registered trademark
of Time Warner Cable, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All other corporate brands and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective companies.

TWC-9067_Tar_Heel_Apt_5.75x10.5.indd 1

1/24/11 1:34 PM
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Your ﬁrst apartment search made simple
Tips, questions to ask before signing
by ian ager
staff writer

It is a story we have all heard
before: sophomores come back to
school, fatigued from a break filled
with family drama, only to face a
cramped dorm room.
Off-campus housing has always
been attractive for older students.
However, when it comes time to
find a new place, many do not
know where to begin.
There are many ways to find
available apartments. Most landlords have a website listing available properties, often with photos
and maps of the location. There
are also conventional ads which
renters place in local newspapers.
Regardless of these options, students often find their apartments
just by talking to their friends.
“Word of mouth is really helpful in finding a good place to live,”
said Gina Turner, property manager at Townhouse Apartments on
Hillsborough Road.
“We don’t advertise a lot, and
so it’s mostly word of mouth that
brings people to us.”
Once you create a list of places
to check out, you will need to get
in touch with a realtor or property
manager to schedule a viewing.
“I’m often out doing showings
for prospective tenants, so I’m not
always going to be in my office to
answer the phone,” said Angela
Huffman, associate property manager at Mill House Properties.
“E-mail is the best way to contact me.”
When viewing an apartment for
the first time, do your homework.
“I think the best thing to do is
to come prepared. Have a list of
questions. If the person showing
you the property can answer your
questions quickly and efficiently,
that’s a good sign,” Huffman said.
Don’t forget the basic questions— the terms of the lease, the
rent rate, and so on.
“Ask if they require a cosigner
for student leases,” Turner said.
Building owners often require
cosigners for student leases because
students often lack the established
credit history of an older tenant.
Students should be aware that
the realtor is not the only person
who can answer their questions.
Often times, it is best to go straight

to the source.
If you want to know how much
utilities cost, you can talk to the
power company. All you need is
the address of the property. Duke
Energy can give you the numbers
for how much electricity the property used last year.
“A lot of people ask about crime,
and I always refer them to the
police department,” Turner said.
“It’s better to get facts rather than
an opinion when it comes to crime
and safety.”
Keep in mind that you cannot
guarentee nothing will go wrong
later just from looking at an apartment. Find out what kind of maintenance plan the building has, be
it directly through the owner or a
maintenance company.
“It’s inevitable that something
will happen, and you need to make
sure you know what the procedure
is for maintenance,” Huffman said.
“Usually you can tell by how that
question gets answered how well
things are maintained.”
Remember that you are not
looking for a hotel room — you are
looking for a new home. Choose
your roommates accordingly.
“Residents need to understand
that a lease is kind of like a marriage,” Turner said. “They both have
a commitment to the apartment.
They can’t just walk away from it if
they get mad at each other.”
Know what you are looking for
before you start visiting places.
Stephanie Shannon, a junior nurs-

“Agree on pricing
before you sign the
lease … we didn’t,
and it led to a big
argument.”
Peter Noone, Junior
ing student, looked at half a dozen
apartment communities before settling on her apartment in Chapel
Ridge.
“I would have a list of your nonnegotiable needs before you start
looking, like a pool or being close
to a bus line,” Shannon said. “That
way, you save a lot of time by not
looking at places you don’t want to
live in.”
The search process seems daunting, but remember procrastinating
makes things even more difficult.
“Start looking early, because the
good places seem to go really fast,”
senior Megan Kennedy said.
Junior Peter Noone started his
housing search with three friends
in February. They looked at six
houses before making a decision.
“Agree on pricing before you sign
the lease,” he said. “We didn’t and
that led to a pretty big argument.”
Most of all, do not feel pressured. Amelia Sciandra offers this
advice to those searching for housing. “You need to take time to make
the decision. We sort of rushed,”
she said.
Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.

A step-by-step guide on what to ask, where to look
Moving off campus is usually a big step for college students. Most do not know where to start their search
and rely on upperclassmen for suggestions. The Chapel Hill-Carrboro area is full of rental options just waiting
to hear from you. This list should help you search for the perfect place, and know what to ask when you find it.

Websites to find off-campus housing:
http://www.chapelhillrent.com/
http://raleigh.craigslist.org/apa/
http://housing.unc.edu/off-campus-housing.html/
http://www.heelshousing.com/

1

Safety questions?

For crime information:
Chapel Hill Police
POLICE
(919) 968-2760

Things to ask when seeing an apartment:
Looking over the contract:
-Read the lease carefully
-What are the terms of lease (number of
roommates, pets allowed, etc.)?
-Do you need a co-signer?

2

Rent issues:
-What is the rent rate?
-Does this rate include utilities? If not, how much
do utilities in the unit run in the winter/summer?
-Can the rent be paid with separate checks, or is a
single payment required?

3

The maintenance plan:
-Does the owner handle maintenance, or is it done by an
outside agency?
-How quickly do maintenance requests get handled?
-Are there any seasonal changes with the weather?
(heating problems in winter, bugs in summer, etc.)

SOURCE: IAN AGER
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BOLINWOOD CONDOS
112 miles to UNC
2 bedroom 112 bath
w/ 923 sq. ft...$685
3 bedroom 2 bath
w/ 1212 sq. ft...$795

919.942.7806
www.bolinwoodcondos.com
405784.CRTR

Rent includes water
Very QUIET complex on
“N” bus line

405763.CRTR

THE

Walking Distance to UNC Campus

WAREHOUSE

APARTMENTS

Spacious Four Bedroom Units
Fully Equipped Fitness Center
Free Tanning Bed
Utilities Included
Washer & Dryer Unit
Individual Leasing

316 West Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill

(919) 929-8020

campusapts.com/thewarehouse
PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY

Spaces still available. Hurry in!!

12

DTH Housing Guide

tuesday, february 1, 2011

The Daily Tar Heel

Campus dorms put focus on green energy
by Jacqueline Kantor
staff writer

Carolina blue is always the
color people associate with UNC.
The housing department is one of
many campus organizations trying
to paint Chapel Hill another color:
green.
From sustainability living-learn-

ing communities to “Turn off the
lights!” stickers, UNC Housing
has multiple initiatives in place to
increase the environmental consciousness of on-campus living.
Each dorm has recycling bins
in every room, and there are also
boxes outside buildings and inside
lobbies for old tennis shoes and

batteries. Showers in the dorms
use low-flow shower heads, and all
public bathrooms utilize dual flush
toilets. When doing laundry, signs
encourage students to use cold
water. Outdoor lights and sensor
switches in the laundry rooms help
keep low-traffic areas illuminated.
UNC Housing works with the

Renewable Energy Special Projects
Committee on initiatives to put
the $4 student fee for renewable
energy to good use, said Steven
Lofgren, the assistant director of
facilities for UNC Housing.
“We want to protect the environment and we want to be good stewards of the students’ rent dollars,”
Lofgren said.
Such environmentally conscious
practices led Morrison Residence
Hall, which Lofgren calls “our poster child,” to become the first building in the country to win the EPA’s
National Building Competition.
Morrison’s 172 solar thermal
panels provide hot water for parts
of the building, and the Morrison
“dashboard” in the lobby allows
students to see how much energy
each floor is using.
Housing also follows the guidelines from Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED)
when constructing new buildings,
including residence halls.
“When we build or renovate a
building, our material selection
takes environmental impact into
consideration,” Lofgren said.
In the future, the RESPC is considering loaning money to housing to invest into energy efficient
upgrades, said Cindy Shea, director
of the sustainability office. Housing
would pay back the RESPC up to
90 percent of the loan over time.
This would allow Housing to save
money while lowering energy
usage. The RESPC would be able to
invest more money in green practices as a result.
Residence halls also encourage their students to be environmentally conscious through the
“Residential Green Games.”
Twelve communities are cur-

rently participating in the games.
They gain points in a variety of
ways, said Green Games coordinator Sara Rafalson. This includes
in-community programs such as
screenings of movies or discussions, service projects, trips to
areas of environmental interest,
drives or pledges or posting pictures on the UNC Green Games
Facebook page.
“They try to be greener than the
dorm next door, and instill values
of environmentalism,” Rafalson
said. The participation level in
green games is the highest it has
ever been.
“This has the potential to make
sustainability and environmentalism part of the average student
culture,” Rafalson said.
Contact the University Editor
at university@dailytarheel.com.

green morrison

dth/sophia morales

C

hris Martin, director of UNC energy management, is presented with a present by
Energy Star spokeswoman Maura Beard (not shown). The present was for members
of Watt-Busters, a UNC student group. Morrison Residence Hall won a national efficiency contest last October. The residence hall has 172 solar thermal panels that provide hot
water for parts of the dorm and is home to the Sustainability Living-Learning Community.

Location! Location!! Location!!!

H

OW does 2
blocks from
Franklin
Street and 3
blocks from
campus
sound for a
perfect
location?
HOW perfect does having the rent INCLUDE all the furniture, electricity, heat, air conditioning, water, sewer and
new kitchen appliances sound? How does having a choice
of lease periods sound? Rates start at $640 per month.

Y our home, your way!

Rates starting at $635 w/ cable TV.
1, 2, & 3 bedroom Apartments | 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes

Come to

Northampton Plaza Apartments
all one bedroom furnished apartments
wall to wall carpet
high rise 6 story building with 2 elevators
laundry facilities on site
on city bus line
patio or balcony with drapes
on site management
24 hour emergency maintenance service
cable TV available
free parking with sticker
easy shopping, entertainment and
access to interstate highways

919-929-6357
fax:
919 932-6062
web page:
www.apts.com
Office hours:
Mon-Fri: 9am to 5pm,
Sat: 9am to 12 noon

Join our 2011 waitlist
& save $225 with this ad

12 minute walk to UNC Memorial Hospital

* Limited to first 10 applicants*

All this plus being in the heart of Chapel Hill make
Northampton Plaza your only perfect choice! Call today!

919.967.0934 • www.colonialprop.com
cvhighlandhills@colonialprop.com
919.967.0934
• www.colonialprop.com

600 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
405780.CRTR
405828.CRTR
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Safety programs support awareness, action
by Carolyn Miller
staff writer

Safety is often overlooked by
UNC students. They cross busy
streets and walk home from the
library late at night without thinking twice. Every now and then, they
encounter a problem. For those in
need, there are several local services to provide legal assistance and
preventive measures.
The UNC Department of Public
Safety acts as a local aid for students who may have concerns
regarding a residence hall or individual circumstance.
Randy Young, UNC Department
of Public Safety spokesman,
advised students to be alert and if
a situation of concern arises, call
the department.
“Be on the watch and report
anything suspicious. The 911 call
is not just for criminal situations,”
Young stated.
One of the main problems on
campus is stealing.
“We see a couple hundred larcenies a year, but we see very few
acts of physical violence or assault”,
Young said.
In response, Young encouraged
students to never leave a suite or
residence hall without locking their
door. He noted it takes only a couple of seconds for students to come
into an unattended room and take
a wallet or laptop.
Taking precautions at night
is especially important. UNC
SafeWalk is another safety service
on campus that boasts over 2000
walks since it began in January
2010. A walk includes a female and
male pair who are trained by the
Department of Public Safety.
“We’re increasing the perception
of safety on campus which helps
produce a better learning environment for students,” said Christina
Lynch, SafeWalk director and
cofounder.
This is important for students
at the library around 2 a.m. who
would spend the night in the library
instead of walking back alone to
their room, Lynch noted.
Although newly founded, the
program is very popular. It is a free
service to students and an invaluable resource for those walking
alone at night.
“What we strive for is to increase
perception of safety on campus and
actual safety,” Lynch said.
Students who wish to use

dth/Duncan Culbreth

Blue Light Emergency lights are located all over campus and allow students to call for help or be picked up and escorted if they feel unsafe.
SafeWalk can look online at http://
safewalk.unc.edu for more information, or call (919) 962-7233.
Rave Guardian provides a great
alternative to the buddy system.
Students call the toll-free number,
activate a timer and then walk to
their destination. Campus police
will respond if the student does
not call upon arrival. Registration

is required before using the service.
You can find more information at
http://www.unc.edu/uncmobile/
index.php/guardian.
Off-campus students deal with
different safety issues, such as
minimal outside lighting, a broken lock or the lack of a deadlock.
They often contact their landlords but receive a slow response.

Notting Hill

�

A PA R T M E N T H O M E S

�

Student Legal Services is available
for those who need free counsel on
a student’s right to the law.
Dorothy Bernholz, director of
Student Legal Services, said the
service fulfills students’ right to
have an attorney and helps enforce
the laws concerning students’ home
safety and landlords’ responsibilities.
Legal Services provides students
with free legal advice and services
from its board-certified lawyers.
“We represent them as attorneys— we go to court and litigate
if need be,” she said.
If students do wish to use the
program’s attorneys, Bernholz
said they should make an appointment.
“Instead of trying to secondguess, just call us and let us work
with you.”
When working with landlords
independent of outside assistance,
Bernholz said to contact them initially via e-mail – it is an undeniable action in comparison to a
phone call.
In the case of larceny, Bernholz
said most robbers target items like
computers, televisions and jewelry.
“They’re coming in to steal your
personal property,” she noted.
Students should take precautions against such an incident in
their home. Bernholz advised students to contact the Chapel Hill
Police Department for reports from
a specific area.

Notting Hill
100 Drew Hill Lane, Chapel Hill 27514
1 BEDROOM/1 BATH................730-896 SF
2 BEDROOM/2 BATH................1,121-1,188 SF
2 BEDROOM/2 BATH................1,333 SF
Email: nottinghill@bellpartnersinc.com

� Pet friendly
� Laundry Facility/ Connections
� Lease: Flexible
� Chapel Hill’s finest luxury community is just

From 1-40, exit #270. Travel South on US 15-501 toward Chapel Hill. Go approx. 3/4 mile
to right on Sage Road. Take first right on Old Sterling Dr. Notting Hill is 1/4 mile on left.

�
�
�
�

Do not jaywalk. Drivers are
supposed to be cautious, but they
still might not see you. Wandering
across the road is illegal now, too.
If you are going on a first date,
meet in a public place initially.
Never leave your drink unattended or accept a pre-opened
one.
If you have consumed alcohol
or other illegal substances, use
the buddy system when using
crosswalks. You might not be able
to safely proceed alone.
Feel free to call a UNC Pointto-Point demand-response van
at (919) 962-7867. However, the
service has a limited number of

drop-off points, most of which are
on-campus.
Have your key ready in hand
when you arrive at your destination. The quicker you can get in
your door, the less likely someone
could bother you.
Pay attention to the blue lights
around campus. Press the button
on an emergency phone pole to
call the DPS response center.
Try not to walk near dense,
dark foliage. If you have to, be
sure to protect your wallet or
purse.
Visit the DPS website at http://
www.dps.unc.edu/ for information
on self defense classes.

Where the secret to living well…
…is knowing where to live!

Contact the University Editor
at university@dailytarheel.com.

Toll Free 1-877-702-0315 | Fax 919-928-8007

�

On- and off-campus safety tips for students

minutes from Duke University, UNC and RTP
Located in Raskis, Guy Phillips and East
Chapel Hill school districts
24-hour fitness
Business center with conference tables
Busline for Chapel Hill
Corporate units available

• Less than 2 miles from UNC
• On 5 Bus Lines
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• Lighted Tennis Courts
• Clubhouse with Billiard Table
• Free Gourmet Coffee Bar
• Washers & Dryers in all apt. homes
208 Conner Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Office: (919) 942-0481
www.SunstoneApts.com
manager@sunstoneapts.com

405855.CRTR

Forget your textbook?

Need a nap?

Wish you’d brought
a sweatshirt to class?

Good thing you
live on campus.
Continue to enjoy the convenience of getting back to your
room quickly by living on campus next year. The Campus
Housing Selection Process 2011-2012 is now open.

Apply Today!
housing.unc.edu/housingselection

YES! Enter me in the drawing to win one of 12 top lottery picks!
name
PID

email
Deliver this entry form to the Housing
table at the DTH Housing Fair on
Feb. 2 in FPG Union, Great Hall.

chapelhill@ginkgomail.com

Winners announced Feb. 4 by email.
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Viewpoints
Don’t sacriﬁce style for substance

T

dth file/erin hull

When choosing where to live, dining is a large consideration.
On-campus dining at Lenoir (above) has the advantage of convenience.

he azure glow of the BSki’s
sign. The inviting aroma
of fresh pizza. The lively
chatter among pedestrians and
customers.
Surely these are all familiar to
any UNC student.
When deciding whether to
get a meal plan or dine off campus, students are often drawn in
by the variety, novelty and greasy
glitz of off-campus eateries.
To elect not to get a meal plan,
however, is to sacrifice substance

On-campus simply cannot compete

W

hen it comes to convenience for students
who live in dorms, oncampus dining cannot be beat;
but in all other aspects, off-campus dining is far superior. Lenoir
and Ram’s Head just can’t compete with the price, variety and Taylor Holgate
Nathan D’Ambrosio
hours of off-campus options.
Editorial Board Member
Editorial board member
First, let’s talk about price. Senior political science and
Sophomore political science major
The cheapest price per meal journalism major from Cary.
from Providence, RI.
you can get with a UNC meal E-mail: holgate@email.unc.edu
E-mail: dambrosi@email.unc.edu
plan is $5.33 and that’s only
if you go with the unlimited
for style.
number of “all-you-care-to-eat” meals. If you choose a smaller
Although the dining halls may not pour as much effort into adver- plan, as many students choose to do, you will pay even more per
tising and design, save an occasional theme
meal. Students who get 8 meals a week
night at Lenoir, the emphasis remains in
end up paying more than eight dollars
THE ISSUE: One of the biggest consider- a meal.
the area of importance: quality food.
While you might be desensitized to grip- ations when deciding whether to live offNow, my favorite venue on Franklin
campus is, of course, food. Do you want — Cosmic Cantina — only charges $3.33
ing about the food in Rams Head or Lenoir,
do not forget the saving grace of variety. Not to stay on-campus and enjoy the conve- for a regular veggie burrito. You do the
nience and variety of the dining halls? Or math. It wouldn’t be hard to spend more
every dish served on a given night would
knock the socks off Julia Child, and some would you rather brave it off-campus and than $8 on a meal on Franklin, but at
may be more reminiscent of high school risk shirking a visit to the grocery store
least you have that choice. You could
cafeteria food than any of us would care to for takeout every other night? To help also save yourself even more money by
remember. However, the volume of options you decide, two members of the editorial just cooking at home. When you buy
available means that there will always be
a meal plan you have no choice but to
board weigh in on the pros and cons.
something enjoyable. This can make all the
spend more.
difference when you have five minutes until
Variety also makes off-campus dining
class and need to grab something tasty without paying a lot.
better. You want a taco? Go to Banditos. Feeling like pizza? Stop by
For those who wonder how best to suppress the weight gain Franklin Street Pizza and Pasta. Craving some Asian? 35 Chinese
frequently experienced by college students, turning to the dining is always an option. When you have a meal plan, you are limited
hall may be your solution. Leafy greens, skim milk, lean meat and to whatever the powers that be decide is for dinner.
all manner of food that will not clog your arteries, stretch your
You have to give UNC dining services some credit for trying
waistline or slow you down in LFIT are waiting for you in campus to accommodate as many people as possible with vegan and
dining.
vegetarian dishes. And they do mix it up every once in a while
Finding a healthy meal at a reasonable price off-campus is with ethnic theme nights, but in most cases you are stuck eating
a mighty task. Actually, it is more than mighty — it is nearly whatever is on the menu, even if you really wanted something
impossible — especially given how tantalizing a Time-Out chick- else.
en biscuit is versus a salad at Panera.
And let us get real: What is usually on the menu (besides those
Of course, if you are so inclined, hamburgers, pizza and desserts chocolate cookies upstairs in Lenoir) is usually utterly unappetizabound in the dining halls. Variety makes the difference.
ing and hardly worth the time and effort it takes to be swiped in
Convenience also makes a huge difference — especially in light and wade through the crowds.
of the typical college student lifestyle. Replacing a meal plan with
Finally, dining halls just cannot compete with the hours of many
grocery shopping is problematic for students who do not have cars off-campus dining options. Rams Head is open until midnight
and do not enjoy waiting in the cold for a Chapel Hill Transit bus Sunday through Thursday, but if you want to eat something late
or lugging a dozen grocery bags across campus.
at night on one of the most popular nights to do so, you are going
Perhaps the best part of having a meal plan is the social interac- to be out of luck. Closing early on weekends is one of the biggest
tion it facilitates. Getting everyone to agree on a restaurant can problems with dining halls.
be tricky. Arguments over price, location and type of food are
College students love drunk food and meal plans do not accomcommonplace. The convenience and variety of dining on-campus modate this demand. Rams and Lenoir cannot keep up with
means chicken fajitas, Raisin Bran and sushi can all be savored Franklin street venues on the weekends if they are not open.
at one table among friends.
In conclusion, there is a clear winner in the epic battle
College is a unique experience which requires a unique lifestyle between on and off-campus dining, and that winner is offto make everything work. On-campus dining has a confluence of campus. Off-campus options are cheaper, offer more choices,
factors which makes it the right choice for your college experi- and are open until early morning hours. Go drop those meal
ence.
plans right now!

OUR REPUTATION FOR
EXCELLENCE IS STERLING

Looking for
a place to
call home?

Colonial Arms
welcomes you…
Two Bedroom Townhouse Apartments

www.GlenLennox.com

Walk or bike less than a mile to campus
Hardwood Floors

Bring in this coupon and receive
$100 OFF the lease reservation fee!

Central Air
Washer/Dryer

Good for new rentals only.
One coupon per rental.
Expires 3/31/11

High Speed Internet
Cable TV

All for $840 per month
5 Hamilton Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-4029
Phone: 919.967.7081
www.glenlennox.com

612 Hillsborough Street Chapel Hill, NC
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

405792.CRTR

593.5100

405769.CRTR
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Renters encouraged to purchase insurance
Landlords, attorneys support option “You don’t think these things will hapby keren goldshlager
staff writer

Failing to purchase renters
insurance can lead to irreversible consequences and permanent
loss.
Elizabeth Henderson learned
this lesson the hard way when an
unexpected flood damaged her
apartment at The Warehouse. She
was shocked to discover that the
complex was not responsible for the
reimbursement of her destroyed
wardrobe, closet and carpet.
“We wanted to get paid for all
the damage, but we found out
that without renters insurance, we
were on our own,” Emily Freeman,
Henderson’s roommate, said.
According to the Student Legal
Services website, tenants should
realize that their property’s insurance policy may not cover their
personal items.
Landlords may purchase
insurance policies to protect the
walls, appliances and floors of
their property. These policies do
not cover items such as tables or
televisions owned by the tenants
themselves.
If an unforeseen disaster occurs,
such as vandalism, fire or theft —
and is not the fault of the landlord
— an occupant will be responsible
for paying for damages to personal
property.
Most students do not expect

these disasters to strike. However,
according to Legal Services attorney Dorothy Bernholz, this expectation is often proven wrong.
“You don’t think these things
will happen, but, it’s been my experience that from time to time they
do,” she said.
Bernholz recommended purchasing renters insurance, if
needed. She warned that, because
many students are only temporary
residents of Chapel Hill, these students may be covered under family
insurance plans. In this case, renters insurance would not be necessary. Similarly, some credit card
companies offer renters insurance
benefits that counteract the need
for a separate personal policy.
Erin James from Chapel Ridge
Apartments said that most tenants
do not own renters insurance.
“We have our own policy to cover
our furniture and our apartments
come fully furnished. We just recommend it if they have a nice TV or
computer or anything,” she said.
The Mill House Properties realestate company, which owns popular Chapel Hill apartment complex
Chancellor’s Square, recommends
renters insurance.
“Our leasing consultant usually suggests to tenants that they
purchase insurance as she is going
over their lease,” said Mill House
Administrative Assistant Evelyn

pen, but, it’s been my experience that
from time to time they do.”
Dorothy bernholz, Student legal services attorney

Greene.
Bernholz encouraged potential
buyers to make an informed decision. When shopping for insurance,
renters should be wary of “special
riders,” she said. Some policies will
cover general items, but will require
an additional fee for expensive or
luxury items, such as an antique
ring or an expensive phone.
Students should also be aware
that not all insurance plans offer
full compensation for damaged
items. Some policies only offer fair
market value compensation, meaning that items will be reimbursed
for their current market value
rather than for their original cost.
In the case of goods with depreciating value, such as computers, this is
an important consideration.
Harvey Eveleigh, University
Insurance agent, encouraged
students to consider purchasing
renters insurance from their auto
insurance company.
“You get a multi-policy discount,
which will decrease the price of
your insurance,” he said.
Eveleigh also emphasized the
importance of liability coverage in
a renters insurance plan.
“The liability portion is very

important,” he said. “If you live in
an apartment complex with four
buildings and you burn down the
entire place, you could be sued to
pay for the whole building.”
Bernholz adds that liability could
also be an issue when students go
home for breaks.
“The pipes often freeze, causing
damage that the renter could be
responsible for,” she said.
To alleviate the stress of all these
issues, Eveleigh advised students to
find an agent they are comfortable
with.
“You want to have a good relationship with your insurance
agent,” he said.
While it is often overlooked
amidst the constant stress of 8
a.m. classes, empty bank accounts
and demanding professors, renters insurance is an important issue
that all tenants need to seriously
consider.
For students who buy dispensable items to last them through
senior year, renters insurance
might not be necessary. Those with
keepsakes might disagree.
Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.

C HECK U S O UT!

Giving the Best Deals to the Heels!

We have the houses to suit you perfectly!
our website and
V Visit
see houses along with

Beautifully Renovated
Apartments Available!
Washer & Dryer Included

floor plans, locations
and much more!
to
V Renting
students for more

Conveniently Located on the
D & C/L Bus Lines

919-929-8640
www.sagebrookchapelhill.com
office@sagebrookchapelhill.com

than 25 years!

We make it so easy!
Visit our website today!

WWW.TARHEELRENTALS.COM

405751.CRTR

THE SECRET IS OUT!
The secret to finding a great place
to live is to decide NOW!

Make the right move!

Look at our properties and find your perfect house.
Claim it now before someone else grabs it up. Don’t wait!
Act now… before your cool house is gone.

4 bedrms, 2 baths
305 Laurel Ave.
$2,080/mo.
AVAIL JUNE 1, 2011

4 bedrms, 2 baths
300 Davie Rd.
$1,940/mo.
AVAIL JUNE 1, 2011

Walk to Campus!!
3 bedrms, 1 bath
318 Davie Rd.
$1260/mo
AVAIL AUGUST 1, 2011

Now’s the time to find that perfect
rental home for next school year!
Come by our office to pick up your copy
of our annual Walk-to-Campus list.

Featured Hot Spots for 2011, 2012
Edwards St.
Chancellor’s Square 2 & 3 BR’s
Mill Creek 2 & 4 BR’s
Great Northside Rentals including:
Lindsay St. & Church St.
Large selection of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
bedroom units!

Think you want it? Not sure yet?
Let us know with our no obligation Maybe Baby feature.
Visit CoolBlueRentals.com to find out about all our properties.

Property info is
online. Quality
and service all
the time.

Don’t wait to
tell us what
you’ll need,
send us an
email today!

Dunlap-Lilley Properties
930 MLK Jr. Blvd., Suite 106
967-5551 / 967-9992

Check out our website to see other great rentals available NOW!
405765.CRTR

405808.CRTR

www.dunlaplilley.com

dth/bailey seitter

At the Student Legal Services office, Dorothy Bernholz reviews a case
with a student. She generally works with off-campus housing issues.
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great location to campus + resort-style amenities + private bedrooms + individual leases

chapel view

chapel ridge

chapelhillstudenthousing.com
Chapel View: 919.942.2800
limited time offer | see office for details

Chapel Ridge: 919.945.8875

