Love and Revolution Notes

Love and Revolution: A Political Memoir: People’s History of the Greensboro Massacre, Its Setting and Aftermath, by Signe Waller.  Published by Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.  Lanham, MD.

xvii—tale of government collusion in political assassinations; historically rooted racism in the United States; home-grown, American variety of communism; love story.


Also a labor history


Also a story of what Anne Braden called the most successful fightback…

Part I—Heirs to the radical 60s (p. 1) tries to place the young revolutionaries in historical context.  Does this by focusing on 1) her own radicalization and involvement 2) Jim Waller and development of WVO 3)  Nelson Johnson as way to introduce the Greensboro activists/BLM who formed Bolshevik Organizing Committee and joined WVO  4) Paul and Sally Bermanzohn and Durham activists in Durham Health Collective/Marxist Leninist caucus in NAM.  Certain distinctive characteristics of WVO in NC—activists from different parts of movement—anti war, health, blm, women’s, etc.all seeking a revolutionary theory and practice; part of wave of diverse groups and individuals who joined the predominantly Asian Workers Viewpoint Organization in late 1970s; focus was on organizing the working class, building the party, and transforming self (a trend in New Communist Movement); distinctive because predominantly people of color, although more half and half in NC—focus on theory/criticism of pragmatism and social democracy—bold and capable Leninist supporters of Mao and national liberation

Part II—Home grown Bolsheviks (p. 87) documents 3 years of WVO organizing.


--criticism of approach to Roanoke Rapids organizing


--discussion of ROC organizing


--Africa Liberation Day 1977—pol. Line on Soviet Social Imperialism


--Whitakers


--Gernie Cummings


--Competency Test


--Wilmington 10 & Charlotte 3


--White Oak Organizing Committee


--Zimbabwe Liberation Day


--“Renaissance of working class and grassroots activity”—from Goldkist, etc. to Granite strike—competency test—TUEL and Jim’s speech—the larger world movement/optimism


--China Grove


--“Like the wolf on the fold”

Part III—Home grown Fascists (p. 239)


Ch. 11—This precipitous hour—The aftermath—widows grieving; police and mayor coverup and statements/Signe’s critique; comments by Rev. Joseph Lowery, Steve Suitts, Dr. George Simkins, Rev. Leon White, George Gardner; media denial and coverup; role of federal government; grieving and fight back under siege—Gayle comes to Greensboro and support from national org; tense situation in the mills; commemoration in NYC and press blackout; Nazis, Schlosser, etc.; the funeral march [nothing about politics of the march, relations with the left]

Pictures—shows communists as happy in marriage, loving babies, singing—also as organizing—shows klan/Nazis as cold, calculating killers, police abusing NJ—cwp militant and fighting back, focus on core of widows and leading activists.  [fairly interior focused—not much about reaction of other party members, others on left, regular people]


Ch. 12—Resisting upsidedown justice: the civil rights movement reawakened—the atmosphere in Greensboro; Nelson’s letter to try to counter propaganda designed to separate him from former friends and allies; firings and attempted firings, not confined to NC; dropping conspiracy charges, Schlosser anti cwp prosecution; widow’s tour; support from Brandon, Larry Little—waffling in the black civil rights establishment—Anne Braden’s key role, Lowery calls for conference of anti-klan groups; sit-in anniversary crowd goes to great lengths to dissociate themselves in Greensboro; cwp expelled from Feb. 2 Mobilization Committee for refusing to pledge no self defense—cwp refused to be expelled or to disarm; Greensboro and progressives polarized—you had to have a position on the march; the march, speeches by Ben Chavis, Anne Braden, Phil Thompson [Signe has chosen to emphasize the positive, not criticize others in the movement]


Ch. 13—A lesser crime to kill a communist—cwp thought repression against us was opening wedge of fascism; from Greensboro 3 to Greensboro 6; Miami rebellion—great disorder everywhere in the world—Zimbabwe, El Salvador/Archbishop Romero, Kokomo; decision not to testify; June 16 melee; jury selection; Butkovich revealed; July 23 coordinated party actions at BATF in Charlotte, etc.; blood on your hands disruptions; Marty and Flores gagged; Dawson’s role uncovered; Democratic Convention and Signe’s firecrackers; [no big discussion of political line that led CWP to use tactics of confrontation at Dem. Natl Conv]; Eliot’s criticism of revenge and how it led to losing the party


Ch. 14—Green light for reactionary violence: the state trial in 1980—the trial, a mockery of anticommunism, etc.; Nov. 17, 1980 acquittal; reaction to verdict—media, liberals, black politicians, etc.; firebombings and Greensboro 8


Ch 15—The Blitz amendment and other McCarthyisms—GJF and fighting red baiting atmosphere; December 1980 Conference on Government Repression of Human Rights and the Rise of the Klan and Nazis; [what does Anne Braden emphasize about this fightback?]  People United; rise of right wing and election of Reagan, Atlanta murders, NBIPP, New Jewish Agenda, Manning Marable; Blitz Amendment’s broad significance—[forerunner of today’s repression, includes analysis of turn to right wingers to implement monopolists program]; 


Ch. 16—A winding road to justice: bringing federal charges—cwp position; Michaux; Justice Dept. forced to proceed; “going over the top”; Paul and Sally’s book; Red November, Black November on March 1, 1981; ISS “The Third of November” October, 1981; cause accumulates a critical mass; plot to blow up Greensboro by Nazis if conviction; trying to get at federal role; most extensive grand jury investigation in Am history and cwp parallel organizing to get out our story;


Ch. 17—Victory and a whitewash: the grand jury in 1982-83—cwp forces grand jury to exist in public sphere; attempt to get special prosecutor; 88 Seconds in Greensboro; 


Ch. 18—No racial animus?  The federal trial in 1984—broad support (Pete Seeger, Bennett scholarship); Signe’s activities for Central America, in support of Palestine, invitation by AIM; gag order in civil rights trial; Mab Segrist notes rigged jury; narrow racial basis of civil rights statute; May 5th demo and black police support, Jesse Jackson support, etc.; “The idealism and selfless dedication of the five people killed did not fit the cynical stereotypes of the city lawyer.”  [Signe’s portrait of CWP building union, etc. downplays dedication to party building, and the contradictions that raised]  [assess how Signe integrates the personal with the political story—how evenly, etc.—e.g. death of her mother and father]

Part IV—On New Foundations


Ch. 19—Partners in crime: the civil rights suit in 1985—efforts to block discovery; new pieces of conspiracy uncovered (Greensboro Police Dept, BATF, FBI; brief on trial itself; victory was important, but not by any means complete; 


Ch. 20—Convened by martyrs—Signe takes on question of role of mill owners, etc. by asking “what is successful contending?”; November 3 was “paradigm of police state,” exposes “façade of capitalist democracy”; what the people gained from the broad and sustained fightback [lesson for today]; our own mistakes [I probably disagree that main mistake was words—I would say confused line on KKK and lack of preparations for self defense]; criticism of democratic centralism; large questions of theory—future in neither socialist or capitalist—role of environment and indigenous people; the center collapses/NDM; our legacy—Kwame, Kmart, Twentieth Anniversary.

See my notes at end about what is not discussed sufficiently.

Intro


Importance of the story


My involvement/viewpoint


[general overview?]

Description/discussion of Part 1

origins of WVO in NC—focus on herself (?focus), Waller (focus?—history of wvo?), Nelson, BLM, and Greensboro activists, Paul and Sally and Durham collective

Description/discussion of Part 2

3 years of organizing NC workers

the massacre

Description/discussion of Part 3

immediate aftermath

long term fightback—the state and federal trials

Description/discussion of Part 4


The civil suit


Convened by Martyrs—Signe’s conclusion (criticisms, theory, future)

My Conclusion


Perspective and criticisms


Legacy of CWP and New Communist Movement


Signe’s book—an important contribution and promise of things to come

***
