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Another theory is that some 
vines tend to grow toward the 
dark. This sounds logical since 
many tree trunks are rough and 
dark and provide helpful vertical 
avenues for climbing toward 
necessary sunlight. 

The brilliant white upper 
trunks of the sycamore discour-
age the advance of such vines 
that would compete for the 
available sunlight. Other theories 
abound.

In the presence of a sycamore, 
I like to reflect on the rich heri-
tage of these trees as described 
by our pioneering forbears. 
Descriptions of specimens of 
unbelievable proportions depict 
trees that, though hollow inside, 
were vigorous, a characteristic 
of the sycamore. In the 1700s, 
when the Morgan family arrived 
to establish their homestead 
along Morgan Creek (present-day 
Finley Golf Course and Mason 
Farm Biological Reserve), they 
set up a household inside an old 
sycamore tree while they worked 
for months to build a proper 
farmhouse. There are descrip-
tions of trees large enough to 
provide temporary shelter for a 
dozen soldiers on horseback.

Other sycamore stories 
describe the wildlife value and 
the use of the hard center cores 
of the sycamore ball seed heads 
as buttons on Native American 
and pioneer clothing, and on and 
on …

I suspect some of you also 
have stories, and I hope you share 
my feeling for sycamore as a 
favorite tree, such that when I see 
one it’s like seeing a good friend 
whose mere presence brings 
cheer.
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Home 
Improvement

RAINWATER CATCH-
MENT SYSTEMS. 300 gal-
lon + recycled plastic tanks with 
handy electric pump. Installed, 
typically $400. Contact Matthew 
- Piedmont Environmental Land-
scaping and Design, 960-6856 

Notices
Support Group for Male 
Survivors of Sexual Violence. 
The Orange County Rape Cri-
sis Center is offering a 10-week 
support group for Male Survi-
vors of Sexual Violence start-
ing February 4th. Pre-screening 
is required to participate in this 
group. Application deadline is 
January 16th. Please call (919) 
968-4647 or email sage@ocrcc.
org for more information. 

Under $50
SALE Unique Jewelry 
& More Normally only open 
by appointment Intrinsic Cre-
ations is having 2 Open Houses. 
Sat. Jan. 5th & 12th 8:30-12:30 
Most items under $15. 103 W. 
Weaver St., 2nd Flr, www. Intrin-
sicCreations.com 619-0323 

Real Estate
Apartments 

for Rent

10 Miles From 
Carrboro

Bright, spacious, 3 bed/2 
bath loft to sublet Jan/ Feb 
2008 - April 31, 2008. His-
toric Saxapahaw River Mill 
Village. 1 yr. lease optional. 
PETS WELCOME! $1,255 
mo. Sue: sdayton@swcp.
com/ (336) 525-2003

Homes for 
Sale

3 BR/2 BA ON 2+ ACRES. 
Not your everyday double-wide 
- this one completely redone! 
Crown molding, new floors, cus-
tom cabinets. Huge wired work-
shop. $110,000 WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

BIG YARD for kids or pets! 
Cute renovated homes on a 
quiet, no-thru street. Bamboo 
floors, new appliances & fixtures. 
McDougle Schools. $195,000-
$199,000 WeaverStreetRealty.
com 929-5658 

302 Lindsay Street 
Carrboro’s most desirable neigh-
borhood! 2BD/1B, wooded lot, 
shown by appt., $320,000 967-
9802 

FARMSTEAD under an-
cient trees west of Car-
rboro. Spacious house w/ 
long front porch and base-
ment apartment. 10 acres 
w/ fenced pastures and 
numerous outbuildings. 
$425,000 WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

BANKRUPTCY SALE Four 
2-story, 3 BR homes clustered 
together w/similar floorplans. 
Quick access to I-40/I-85, Cha-
pel Hill, Durham or Burlington. 
$108,000 each. WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

SOLID BRICK home w/
wraparound porches & 
decks. Gorgeous light-filled 
interior, open floorplan & 
hardwood floors. 5+ acres 
w/beautiful gardens. Near 
Jordan Lake. $549,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 
929-5658 

Land for Sale

32 ACRES in Chatham. Build 
your estate home or subdivide 
into 10 acre lots. Multiple build-
ing sites. Walking distance to Ho-
rizon Cellars. $165,000 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 929-5658 

DUKE FOREST borders two 
sides of this dramatic 5 acre lot 
w/ large hardwood trees, creek & 
possible pond site. Convenient to 
UNC & Duke. $199,500 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 929-5658 

Office Space 
for Rent

7 Min. West of Town. 
1260 sq.ft., 3 private offices, 
conference room, lge. rm. for 
work stations, kitchenette, 11’ 
ceilings, quiet, safe, lots of park-
ing. $1,260/mo. Call Tom at 919-
730-2756. 730-2756.
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photo by PETER WHITE
The brilliant white trunks of the mighty sycamore stand out in the 
landscape.
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discussion. But after months dis-
cussing ideas, values and how 
previous plans played out on the 
ground, the committee could 
not reach a consensus over how 
to proceed, and at its December 
meeting a majority of its members 
voted to send a compromise plan, 
along with the work that went 
into it, to the board of aldermen 
for review. The board is expected 
to look over the ideas at its retreat 
later this month.

While there was disagreement 
as to how to proceed, there was 
broad consensus that previous at-
tempts to attract mixed-use devel-
opment had fallen flat.

“The floating zones never land-
ed,” Amy Jeroloman, a committee 
member and an 18-year resident 
of the area, said referring to the 
town’s strategy, which encouraged 
mixed use but didn’t set 
specific sites allowing com-
mercial spaces to “float” to 
where they made sense. 

Jeroloman was one of 
three members of the com-
mittee who offered a com-
promise between members 
who wanted to see more ex-
tensive changes and those 
who didn’t.

She said with the mora-
torium past, and landown-
ers and developers anxious 
for guidance so they can 
proceed on projects, the 
committee wanted to get 
some feedback from the 
board of aldermen.

One key sticking point 
with the committee was 
what to do about develop-
ment on the west side of 
Old N.C. 86. Jeroloman 
said there was general 

agreement about how to plan for 
the east side of the road, which is 
currently served by water and sew-
er, but there was a strong effort to 
limit growth to the west.

Mayor Mark Chilton, a mem-
ber of the committee, said he 
was among those advocating to 
keep the area west of Old 86 as is. 
Given that the area does not have 
utilities now, it makes sense, he 
said “to preserve options for the 
future” and concentrate on areas 
already marked for development 
and served by utilities.

Chilton said the committee did 
agree on three areas for mixed use, 
a site on Homestead Road across 
from Lake Hogan Farms Road, 
an area on the corner of Eubanks 
Road and Old 86 and a small area 
on the east side of the new Twin 
Creeks Park.

Planning board chair James 
Carnahan said he was one of the 
committee members who dis-
agreed with the approach of just 

naming a few sites. He advocated 
allowing for small mixed use to 
happen in areas along the main 
transit corridors with the intent to 
create a New Urban feel.

Carnahan said there are no 
large parcels in the area to fash-
ion another Southern Village or 
Meadowmont with homes around 
a large commercial center and 
it would be better to encourage 
small mixed-use projects to fill in 
along the transit corridors.

“That way it’s more flexible 
and not dependent on a couple of 
large developments that we prob-
ably won’t see coming along for 
another five or six years.”

Chilton said once the board of 
aldermen reviews the committee’s 
work, the board will discuss how 
to proceed with the report and 
whether to send it back to the 
committee or ask the town plan-
ning staff to review it and begin 
work on drafting new develop-
ment rules for the area.


