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All thanks and praise is due to Allah, we seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil within ourselves and the consequences of our evil deeds. Whoever Allah guides will never be led astray, and whoever Allah leads astray will never find guidance. I bear witness there is no God but Allah, alone without any partners, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger.
Allah the Exalted said, “O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared and do not die except as Muslims in submission to Him.” (3:102)
And the Exalted said, “O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and dispersed from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah , through whom you ask one another, and the wombs. Verily, Allah is ever watching over you.” (4:1)
And the Exalted said, “O you who have believed, fear Allah and speak words of appropriate justice. He will then amend for you your deeds and forgive your sins, and whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has certainly attained a great attainment.” (33:70-71)

I just wanted to start off by saying that this khutbah was created and supported by over 25 women from UNC MSA, and I personally stand by each and every one of them.
 
Why don’t you chill out? It’s not a big deal. It’s just a joke. You’re being a b-word. You look like a whore.
 
Each of these has been said by a Muslim guy in our UNC MSA community to his fellow sister.
 
But this is nothing new. We have been called many things. Over emotional, too sensitive, childish, PMS-y… In reality guys tend to place women into one of three main categories or types: the prude, the b-word, or the flirt.
 
Type 1, the prude, chooses for her own reasons not to speak to guys that much, whether it’s because she believes that it’s part of preserving her modesty, she’s uncomfortable around them, or because she just isn’t used to having any guy friends. But to guys, they only see one thing: a girl who is stuck up or arrogant, someone who sees guys as not worth her time.
 
During a snowstorm, a sister was walking in the snow with a group of Muslims. While it was difficult to walk, she didn’t ask anyone for help, nor did she want it. One of the guys came over and asked if she was okay, putting his hand on her shoulder. Although his intentions were good, she asked him, “please don’t touch me,” because that wasn’t something she was comfortable with. In response, he and another guy said, “Ok, what’s up with that? Why are you so conservative?” This sister was labeled as a prude just for wanting her own personal space. 

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, "A believing man should not hate a believing woman. If he dislikes something in her character, he should be pleased with some other or another trait of hers." [Muslim]

Type 2, the b-word, is confident and assertive and not afraid to stand up for herself when a man harasses her. But, in the eyes of a man, only one word suffices, a word so reductive and degrading in its meaning, that any mention of said word mars a woman’s reputation forever.
 
One sister learned that a Muslim guy searched through her Facebook photos and found a tagged photo of her before she started to wear the hijab. He decided to show this photo of her to all his friends. When she confronted him, initially he was “confused,” and couldn’t recall doing it. When he finally remembered, he tried to justify it, saying “It was just a joke. We do it to all the girls.” He apologized later. However, instead of speaking to her in person, he texted her, “If it bothers you that much I’ll apologize.” This sister, despite standing up for herself, was later subjected to being called a b-word, but not even to her face. She had to hear it from someone else.

There is an ayah in the quran specifically in Surah Taha Ayah 7 Allah says

وَإِنْ تَجْهَرْ بِالْقَوْلِ فَإِنَّهُ يَعْلَمُ السِّرَّ وَأَخْفَى

Wa-“in ta-jhar bi-al-qawli fa-“in-na-hu ya-‘lamu al-s-sir-ra wa-“akhfa

This translates to “Whether you speak out aloud (or in a low voice), He [Allah] knows what is said secretly, and even that which is most hidden.”
 
Finally, Type 3, the flirt, is outgoing, sociable, and friendly with everyone. She feels comfortable hanging out in social situations to the extent that she is considered “one of the guys,” “the ideal girl.” But, once she feels too comfortable, the guys let loose. They take her friendliness as flirtation, and they show no hesitation in saying sexually explicit, jokes, comments, and compliments. Men CHOOSE to have no filter around her. 
  
One particular incident in our community showcased this behavior:

While bending over to pick something up, a sister overheard a guy comment: “That ass though.” This remark was made by a guy in THIS VERY COMMUNITY. He followed this remark by saying “you should take it as a compliment.” From his perspective, he was just complimenting her body. But, to her, she was violated. His comments were unwarranted, inappropriate, and above all disrespectful. He refused to acknowledge his offense and continued to defend what he said.

Modesty is a two way street

In Surah Nur Ayah 30 Allah says: 

[image: ] 
TELL the believing men to lower their gaze and to be mindful of their chastity:  this will be most conducive to their purity- [and,] verily, God is aware of all that they do.

Should she have to say she’s uncomfortable for him to stop? Just an indication of such should be enough. Yet things don’t stop there. If a guy apologizes, he rarely understands what he’s apologizing for. Sometimes, as a result, he makes matters worse by talking behind our backs, saying things like “She’s overreacting. She’s throwing a tantrum. I don’t agree with her crying.”

But it’s ok. Boys will be boys, right? 

----------------------------------------------- INTERMISSION -----------------------------------------------
 
“Boys will be boys.” “Give them 5 years. They’ll mature. ” How many times have we heard this insufferable phrase? How many times must women hide in a cloak of despair while our aggressors and defamers walk around with their heads held high? How much longer do we have to bear this?

There is a hadith from Sahih Bukhari, in which Abu Huraira reported the prophet PBUH saying,“Whoever has oppressed another person concerning his reputation or anything else, he should beg him to forgive him before the Day of Resurrection when there will be no money (to compensate for wrong deeds), but if he has good deeds, those good deeds will be taken from him according to his oppression which he has done, and if he has no good deeds, the sins of the oppressed person will be loaded on him.”{Volume 3, Book 43, Number 629: Sahih Bukhari}.

This hadith speaks volumes.  Even if you’re joking,  when someone starts viewing us differently, you are destroying our reputations. By destroying our reputations you are also destroying yourself. With every backbite, with every reputation marred, you are steadily losing your good deeds. 

However, this doesn’t mean that your mistakes or actions are irreparable. 

According to Surah Nisa Ayah 110 - 111
[image: ][image: ]
“He who does either evil or wrongs himself, then asks for Allah’s forgiveness, will find Allah all forgiving all compassionate. He who commits a sin commits only to his detriment, surely Allah is all knowing, all wise. 

[PAUSE IN KHUTBAH] Inshallah, we want to take a step towards a brighter future for ourselves and the next generation of women, so that they don’t have to experience the same level of discomfort and disrespect. The point of this khutbah is not to call out all guys. The point is to make our voices heard, heard when we normally feel too uncomfortable or silenced.

And for those guys in this room that feel like this khutbah doesn’t apply to them, that think they don’t treat women in this way, and that are tired of being grouped with guys that do these things, there is still more that you can do. While we know there is some social pressure to stay silent on issues like this, it’s your responsibility to stand up for us, not only behind our backs but in public spheres as well. 

As narrated in Bukhari, the prophet (PBUH) said, “Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is oppressed.” The Prophet was asked: “It is right to help him if he is oppressed, but how should we help him if he is an oppressor?” He replied: “By preventing him from oppressing others.”{Sahih Bukhari, Volume 3, Hadith 624}.

[PAUSE IN KHUTBAH]
 
For our entire lives, men have defined us. The prude, the b-word, the flirt… this isn’t who we are. Women don’t fit into confining, repressive and reductive molds that only serve to degrade us. We want to define our existence, an existence beyond sexist stereotypes. We WILL be the creators and molders of our own narrative. Women are dynamic. Women are intelligent. Women are inspiring. Over 25 women from UNC MSA came together to create this khutbah, and we want, no, DEMAND your respect.  
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O Allah give us the best in this world and in the hereafter, open the gates of paradise for us and protect us from the fires of hell. 
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