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Events offer a chance to test Greek life

By Kelly Williamson
Staff Writer

While at first the Greek let-
ters adorning the houses around 
Chapel Hill may seem like alien 
glyphs, for some students, these 
will become symbols of their col-
lege experience.

Seventeen percent of students 
at UNC are members of a frater-
nity or sorority, which is a deci-
sion often made during the first 
two years at school.

Aaron Bachenheimer, direc-
tor of the Office of Fraternity and 
Sorority Life and Community 
Involvement, said new students 
will have ample opportunities to 
learn about Greek life before par-
ticipating in recruitment. 

“Incoming freshmen should 
take advantage of all opportuni-
ties to learn more about fraterni-
ties and sororities, and it starts at 
orientation,” he said.

On the second day of summer 
orientation for all new students, 
the office will host an information 
session for potential recruits. 

For anyone who can’t attend 
these sessions, the office will also 
have a table at FallFest, as will 
many of the individual chapters of 
sororities and fraternities. 

Jack Partain, Inter-Fraternity 
Council president, said the most 
important thing for people inter-
ested in joining an IFC fraternity 
to know is to register online dur-
ing the summer at the council’s 
website.

“They’ll get their names dis-
tributed to all 21 chapters, and 
then the chapters start contacting 
them almost immediately about 
rush events,” Partain said.

Formal recruitment events 
begin shortly after the semester 
begins. 

“After that you go into formal 
recruitment, which is two weeks 
of individual chapter events, 
including dinners at houses, 
golfing, paintball,” he said, after 
which participants will receive a 
bid to a fraternity.

Students interested in join-
ing a sorority can also register 

online beginning May 15, said 
Ana Samper, president of the 
Panhellenic Council.

“There are many opportunities 
to test the waters and participate 
in formal recruitment, and noth-
ing obligates you to join an orga-
nization just for participating,” 
Bachenheimer said.

Students who may not be ready 
to commit to a fraternity or soror-
ity their first semester will have 
another opportunity to rush infor-
mally in the spring as well. 

Partain said that the social 
aspect is one of the most obvious 
reasons for joining a fraternity or 
sorority.

“It’s a way to make a lot of 
great friends, especially for 
people who may not know a lot 
of people coming into Carolina,” 
he said.

Fraternities and sororities also 
actively raise money and help 
their community through part-
nerships with various charities.

Partain said the IFC fraterni-
ties on campus gave more than 

Events such as formal 
recruitment let students 

“test the waters.”
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A group of fraternity houses on campus. Seventeen percent of UNC students join a fraternity or sorority.

“Nothing obligates you 
to join an organization 
just for participating.”
Aaron Bachenheimer,
Director of the Office of Fraternity and 
Sorority Life and Community Involvement

20,000 hours to volunteer work 
last year. 

“A lot of stereotypes are that 
Greek life is only social, but they 
are some of the most involved stu-
dents on campus,” Samper said.

Bachenheimer said many nega-
tive stereotypes of Greek life stem 
from TV and movies.

“Incoming students should 
take all stereotypes and pre-
conceptions and put them aside 
and let Carolina Greek students 
show them what fraternity and 
sorority life is really about,” he 
said.

Contact the University Editor 
at university@dailytarheel.com.

 For your mind.  S ummer  S chool at Carolina. 

 summer.unc.edu (

 10. Part of the Carolina experience
 9. Less traffic
 8. Keep it in Chapel Hill
 7. Small-college atmosphere
 6. Self-enrichment

 Top Ten Reasons to Go to Summer School:
 5. Add a second major or a minor
 4. Build hours & your GPA
 3. Graduate in eight semesters or fewer
 2. Teaching that fits your learning style
 1. Nothing could be finer

 WELCOME TO THE  WELCOME TO THE 
 CAROLINA FAMILY! CAROLINA FAMILY!

 Sushi • Hibachi • Thai • Chinese • Vietnamese Sushi • Hibachi • Thai • Chinese • Vietnamese

 Fax:  919-960-5888  • Phone:  919-918-7888
 Located in University Mall • On Bus Routes F and G • 201 S. Estes Drive • Chapel Hill, NC 27514

 www.redbowlchapelhill.com

 FREE WIFI • FULL BAR • SUSHI BAR FREE WIFI • FULL BAR • SUSHI BAR
 Gift Cards • Private Party Room Available Gift Cards • Private Party Room Available
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 entree
 buy 1 entree & 2 beverages, 
 get second entree of equal 
 or lesser value 50% off.
 Dinner time only. 50 %

 Sushi not included. Dine in only, one per table. 
 Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

 201 S. Estes Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
 www.redbowlchapelhill.com  EXPIRES  9/21/12
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 201 S. Estes Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
 www.redbowlchapelhill.com  EXPIRES  9/21/12

 Not valid with any other offer.
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 WELCOME BACK SPECIAL

 201 S. Estes Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 •  www.redbowlchapelhill.com

      FREE SUSHI ROLL
 Up to $6.00. 

 One per person with the purchase of a beverage.

 Daily
 10% OFF

 with UNC ID
 Not valid with any other offer.

 SUSHI  SUSHI 
 ROLLS ROLLS

 BUY 1 GET 1

 FREE! FREE!
 After 3pm Every
 Day from Select

 Menu
 Free Sushi Roll equal or lesser value

 Cannot be combined with other specials.
 Dine in Only

 Now Offering

 BENTO  BENTO 
 BOXES BOXES

 Choose 4 different items: 
 Main Entrée

 Side Dish
 Sushi Roll 
 and Rice

 EXPIRES  9/21/12
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