Photographs_________________________________________________________

1. The Carolina Choir, rehearsal, Hill Hall Auditorium, UNC (April 7, 2009)

“The Carolina Choir, under the direction of Susan Klebanow, is a select concert choir of 70 singers devoted to the performance of the finest choral literature. Its repertoire ranges from a capella music of all periods to the choral/orchestral masterworks. Carolina Choir is open to music majors and non-majors alike, and is made up of students from many different departments.” 
(http://music.unc.edu/ensembles/choral/carolinalchoir)

2. Members of the UNC Gospel Choir crossing campus (April 7, 2009)


I ran into these three girls singing in harmony as they walked across campus and asked if I could photograph them. They told me they were from the UNC Gospel Choir. Here is their mission statement:

“As members of the UNC Gospel Choir, it is our desire to see God's spirit of love, unity, and peace be multiplied on this campus and across the nation. We hope that the hearts of all those who hear us perform be uplifted as we worship God through song.”  (http://www.unc.edu/student/orgs/bsm/subgroups/gospelchoir/mission.htm)
3.  Karaoke, Bub O’Malley’s, Chapel Hill (Feb. 19, 2009)

Thursday night is Karaoke night at Bub O’Malley’s, on Rosemary Street in Chapel Hill. The crowd is always mixed. On this particular night, about forty Urban Planning graduate students were celebrating on of their cohort’s birthdays. I knew one of them, so I got to act as their official photographer. 
4.  Scott and Dori making supper, Carrboro (Feb. 28, 2009)


My roommate Scott often plays guitar and he and his girlfriend Dori sing together while they wait for the pasta water to boil. In this picture they are singing Dylan’s “Don’t Think Twice, It’s All Right.”

5. Bodies, Voices & Spirits Community Chorus of Women, Carrboro (March 4, 2009)

A local singing enthusiast told me about Kathleen Hannan’s chorus when he heard about my project. I got in touch with her and she invited me to participate in her chorus. After one eveing of singing with the women, who meet in the common space of a cooperative living community in Carrboro, she agreed to let me take pictures the next week. Here is what she says about her choruses (the other is Durham-based): 
“Singing in community is our human birthright.  These choruses are open to all women. We have people who are tentatively starting to open their vocal wings and many others with a lot of singing experience.  We explore letting go in body, mind and spirit, and as we open to a more whole sense of ourselves, we hear the resulting resonance and connection in the music we make. I give guidance based in my experience with Alexander Technique, the work of Byron Katie, Authentic Movement, Rumi and other poets, and other body/mind/spirit explorations. We sing songs from many faith traditions, original songs of mine, and other songs which point us towards connection to nature and to awareness of our own true nature.  Although we are not performance oriented, we have been invited to sing from time to time at community events.  This is completely optional for chorus members; we have found it invigorating and wonderful to share our songs with others, and we always invite those present to sing along with us. I am grateful and happy that the spirit of community song we have cultivated together is taking root in our community in this way.”
6. Choir Practice, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Ward 1 Chapel Hill (Graduate Student Ward) Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009

My Capoeira teacher invited me to take pictures of the choir at her church when I told her about my project. We went on Easter; children were everywhere. The choir rehearsed a song called “Feed My Lambs.” An undergraduate student had just done a video documentary on the church, so no one minded me; the accompanist, Jill Austin, was a former folklore student and had taken Bill Bamberger’s class years ago.

7. Karaoke, Bub O’Malley’s #2 (Feb. 19, 2009)

This is Brookes Rainer Pearson, a law student and friend of the urban planners singing “Scotch and Soda” by the Kingston Trio:

“All I need is one of your smiles, 
Sunshine of your eyes, oh me, oh my, 
Do I feel higher than a kite can fly!
Give me lovin', baby, I feel high…”
8. UNC Achordants, Rehearsal, Hill Hall (April 1, 2009)

The Achordant’s music director is Jorge Izquierdo. Here’s what they have to say about themselves:
Founded in the spring of 2001, the Achordants formed at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a mission to entertain and to promote the message of diversity through music. Using tight harmonies and a lighthearted appeal that pleases any audience, the group's diverse repertoire, ranging from gospel to Scottish folksongs, is a reflection of the group members' individuality. In the Spring of 2005, the Achordants became the South Regional Champions at the International Championship of Collegiate A Cappella, securing them a spot on the stage of NYC's Lincoln Center. The group, however, never loses sight of its mission statement, and continues to hold a rich tradition of advocating charitable causes. Perhaps most importantly, the Achordants believe that the key to collegiate a cappella is to have fun, and to not take oneself too seriously! (http://www.achordants.com/)

9. Interfaith Chanting, Unity Center of Peace Church, Chapel Hill (Feb. 17, 2009)

Led by Mark Smith (pictured) and Mark Malachi, Interfaith chanting takes place monthly at the Unity Center. We sang songs and prayers from many faith traditions, accompanied by piano and guitar.
10. Concert Choir, Warm-Up, East Chapel Hill High School (April 14, 2009)

Led by chorus teacher Desiree Davis-Omburu, the Concert Choir at East Chapel Hill High is composed of about sixty non-auditioned men and women and perform twice a semester. Although not members of any of the three auditioned ensembles at East, the members of the choir were serious about singing and sounded great. During warm-up, the students choose to massage one another’s backs, or not, as they feel comfortable. The chorus room is heavily decorated with photos, awards, and plaques from years of performances and competitions, along with student artwork.
11. Capoeira Practice, Balanced Movement Studio, Carrboro (April 12, 2009)

Força Unificada is a local capoeria (Brazilian martial art/dance) group that operates under Mestre Doutor of ASCAB Capoeira. Advancement in singing and playing instruments accompanies advancement in movements, and live music accompanies the roda at the end of training sessions, when group members play each other, one partnership at a time, surrounded by a circle of their peers, who sing in call-and response led by the musicians. (see http://www.forcaunificada.net/)
12. Vocal Harmony Workshop, Chapel Hill (Feb. 28, 2009)
Elise Witt held a workshop in vocal harmony and improvisation at the Binkley Baptist Church in Chapel Hill. Attendees paid as they chose, on a sliding scale. In this photo, Beverly takes a solo while conducting the rest of the group—“I’ve always wanted to do that!” she told us afterwards. Here is what the advertising information for the workshop read:


“Harmony in the world can be defined as people of many different cultures, customs, and beliefs recognizing and celebrating each others' differences while also identifying with and sharing the traits common to us all as one human family. Likewise in music, harmony is the celebration of different sounds that, blended together, are pleasing to the ear and the spirit. However "pleasing" to one ear may be strange to another. Harmony is both subjective and cultural. This class explores harmonies from many different cultures and traditions - from the familiar Triad Harmonies of folk, blues, bluegrass, spirituals, country, and gospel, to vibration unifying chants from Africa and the Middle East, to the exciting tight harmonies of the Balkans and the Appalachians. Beginning with the concept "there are no wrong notes," the class will experiment with creating different kinds of harmonies to become confident and creative harmony singers. Students will play with songs as well as improvisations.” (see www.elisewitt.com)
13. East Ensemble, show tune rehearsal, East Chapel Hill High (April 14, 2009)


The East Ensemble is a choir of twenty-four auditioned men and women and is the “highest level” choir at East. In this photo they rehearse the number “Can’t Stop the Beat” from Hairspray The Musical.

14. Amy Noel Davis and the Hushpuppies at a mountaintop removal awareness event, Pittsboro (April 3, 2009)

A graduate of the UNC Folklore department, Amy Noel Davis (with banjo) played with her old-time band on Folklore student Lora Smith’s front porch at an event Lora arranged with Kentuckians for the Commonwealth to raise awareness about mountaintop removal mining in eastern Kentucky. 

15. Emily’s birthday, Colin’s kitchen, Carrboro (April 9, 2009)

Folklore students gather in a sociologist’s kitchen to celebrate Emily’s birthday. Ashley brought over the inflatable cake. 

16. UNC Achordants rehearsal #2 (April 1, 2009)

Micah Caldwell takes the solo on “Used to Love U” by John Legend.

17. Folklore and American Studies party, The Ferris’, Chapel Hill (Feb. 21, 2009)


Willie Lowery plays some impromptu tunes in Bill and Marcie Ferris’ living room at a party celebrating a new faculty member. Here is some info on Lowery from his website, www.willielowery.com:

Willie French Lowery is a Lumbee Indian from Robeson County, North Carolina and has over forty years of experience as a professional singer, songwriter and guitarist. He has performed with artists such as Floyd Westerman, Ulali, The Allman Brothers, and Clyde McPhatter. He has published over 500 songs which have been recorded by numerous gospel, rock, country and R&B artists. 

Willie Lowery's solo albums include "Proud to be a Lumbee," "A Tribute to Old Main," and "Thunder Beings of Light," all of which he recorded as educational tributes to his history and culture. 
