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Comedy leader going to Boston
By Tariq Luthun

Arts Editor

The man who has become the 
face of comedy in Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro is moving up in more 
ways than one.

Zach Ward, executive pro-
ducer and owner of DSI Comedy 
Theater, is heading north to 
become the new managing direc-
tor of ImprovBoston. Ward will 
enter the role on June 13. 

Ward helped found the North 
Carolina Comedy Arts Festival 
more than 10 years ago, and 
opened the comedy theater 
almost six years ago.

As a result of his high level of 
commitment and involvement in 
comedy, Ward has spent a large 
amount of time traveling to other 
theaters to teach, mentor and 
perform.

“There are people that would 
come to North Carolina and see 

me and were like, ‘Oh, it’s good to 
see you. I actually see you more 
in my hometown,’” Ward said. “It 
was strange for them to see me 
here at my theater when they had 
seen me so often at theirs.”

The previous managing direc-
tor of ImprovBoston stepped 
down in December 2010. The 
club began searching for some-
one to fill the position in January 
when members of the non-profit 
organization asked Ward to sub-
mit a resume.

“What we were looking for was 
someone who is not only pas-
sionate about what we do, but 
also gets what we do,” said Deana 
Tolliver, associate managing 
director of ImprovBoston. “There 
is a difference between loving it 
and understanding it.”

Ward said he was initially 
uncertain about leaving the the-
ater he had built.

“I was in Chicago and moved 

home to Carrboro to open this 
theater,” said Ward. “I didn’t 
imagine that I would not run this 
theater.”

But, after weighing the pros 
and cons, Ward quickly came to 
welcome the prospect of a new 
challenge, he said.

Though ImprovBoston has gar-
nered a great deal of success and 
built a strong reputation for itself, 
Ward and Tolliver agreed that the 
comedy club needed someone to 
help them take the next step. 

“The pace of growth for the 
DSI Comedy Theater in Carrboro 
was just exponentially faster than 
what they’ve done in 30 years in 
Boston,” Ward said.

Harrison Brookie, an instructor 
and performer at the DSI Comedy 
Theater, said Ward’s promotion 
speaks volumes about the comedy 
scene in Carrboro.

“The person who now runs 
the theater in Carrboro is going 

to run the theater in Boston,” he 
said. “I think that says a lot about 
the theater in Carrboro.”

As owner of DSI, Ward will 
continue his involvement with the 
comedy theater, but in a much 
more reduced capacity. His depar-
ture is an opportunity for others 
to step up, he said.

“The reason that I feel so posi-
tive about the move is because of 
the quality of the people that are 
here at DSI,” Ward said.

Ward said he is confident that 
the new leadership will offer the 
theater a fresh outlook moving 
forward.

Brookie also said he is opti-
mistic about the comedy theater’s 
future.

“There may be someone dif-
ferent pulling the levers, but the 
show will still be the same.”

Contact the Arts Editor
 at arts@dailytarheel.com.
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Zach Ward stands on the stage at the DSI Comedy Theatre in Carrboro. Ward is heading north where he’ll be the managing director of ImprovBoston.

Potential law would 
require voter ID

By Stirling Little
Staff Writer 

Legislation that would require 
all N.C. voters to have a valid 
photo ID seeks to deter voter 
fraud, but some are concerned 
that it will deter voting in general. 

The bill, currently in the N.C. 
Senate Judiciary Committee, 
would make it mandatory for 
voters to provide some form of 
state-issued identification at poll-
ing places. Legislators say the 
measure will prevent in-person 
voter fraud and make the voting 
process easier.

Sen. Jim Forrester, R-Gaston 
and a co-sponsor of the bill, said 
poll workers have expressed 
concerns about the security and 
efficiency of the voting process in 
the state.

“They want the elections to be 
fair, without people voting that 
shouldn’t be voting,” he said.

For residents without state-
issued photo IDs — which could 
be driver’s licenses, U.S. passports 
or state employee ID cards — the 
bill stipulates that each county’s 
board of elections must supply a 
voter ID card free of charge. 

State-issued ID cards would 
include student IDs from UNC-
system schools — like UNC’s One 
Card — but might exclude those 
from private institutions such as 
Davidson College, said Damon 
Circosta, executive director of the 
North Carolina Center for Voter 
Education.

But providing free ID cards 
and training poll personnel will 
require extra funds during a 
tough economic climate for the 
state. The Republican leadership 
in the state legislature has focused 
on cutting spending to close a 
budget shortfall of $2.4 billion. 

Sen. Jim Davis, R-Cherokee and 
a co-sponsor of the bill, said the 
cost borne by the state board of 
elections could be as high as $20 
million to supply voting equip-
ment and educate voters and elec-
tions boards in each county.

But Davis said legislators con-

tinue to review estimates of the 
cost and don’t expect it to be that 
high.

“We don’t know for sure how 
much it’s going to cost, but we 
think it’s worth it,” he said.

Voter ID requirements have 
been a nationwide priority for 
Republican-controlled state leg-
islatures concerned about voter 
fraud after previous elections. 
One such bill was signed into 
law in South Carolina earlier this 
month. 

Victoria Middleton, executive 
director of the S.C. office of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
said voter ID legislation in N.C. 
and other states are “copycat 
bills” that are part of a concerted, 
national effort to reshape access 
to voting. The bills could have 
unintended consequences that 
would suppress voting, she said. 

Circosta said the legislation is 
attempting to address a problem 
that doesn’t exist, as incidents 
of voter fraud are “few and far 
between.”

“When balancing security and 
accessibility, it is always better to 
err on the side of accessibility,” he 
said.

Potential voters without state-
issued IDs by definition lack a 
driver’s license, which makes it 
difficult to find transportation 
to sites that would offer free ID 
cards, he said.

A report by the state’s Fiscal 
Research Division found that 
there are 885,537 registered vot-
ers without a valid driver’s license 
or non-operators ID card.

Groups such as students, the 
elderly and the illiterate are most 
at risk, Middleton said. 

But legislators say it is neces-
sary to change ID requirements to 
ensure the integrity of the voting 
process.

“I know a couple of years ago I 
read a story about a dog voting,” 
Forrester said. “We certainly don’t 
want any more of that.” 

Contact the State & National 
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com. 

 919-967-9053
 300 E. Main Street • Carrboro

 MAY
 26 TH  CORROSION OF CONFORMITY and SCREAM w/ Devour**

 ($16/$18)
 27 FR  WORLD BEAT MUSIC FEST: dub Addis, Alex Weiss & Different 

 Drum, Diali Cissokho** ($8/$10)
 28 SA  FAN MODINE Album Release Party w/ Chris Stamey, Free show!
 29 SU  L IN JAPANESE DANCE PARTY / No Alcohol Served! ($8)

  1 WE  OKKERVIL RIVER w/ Titus Andronicus and Future Islands 
 (Sold Out)

 2 TH  MATT And KIM**($25) w/ the Hood Internet
 3 FR  NASHVILLE PUSSY w/ Koffin Kats and Terry Anderson’s OAK 

 Team**($15/$18)
 4 SA  PAUL THORN w/ Dark Water Rising**($15)
 8 WE  The JET LIFE TOUR with CURREN$Y, Trademark, Young 

 Roddy, Fiend, and Corner Boy P**($16/$18)
 9 TH  SONDRE LERCHE w/ Nightlands and Kishi Bashi**($15)
 12 SU  JOE PURDY w/ The Milk Carton Kids**($15/$17; seated show)
 14 TU  JONNY (Norman Blake of Teenage Fanclub and Euros 

 Child of Gorky’s Zygotic Mynci) w/ Apex Manor**($15)
 16 TH  DAVE ALVIN AND THE GUILTY ONES and LOS 

 STRAITJACKETS**($17/ $20)
  18 SA  JENNYANYKIND/ THE MOANERS (Split 7-inch Release Party) 

 Free show! Special guest: Pinche Gringo
 24 FR  BEN SOLLEE W/ Thousands**($15/$17)
 25 SA  UNC Burn Unit benefit w/ THE BILLETONES, SOUTH WING, 

 WILLIE PAINTER BAND, REBECCA & THE HI-TONES ($15 
 Donation)

 27 MO  DINOSAUR JR. playing the album BUG in its entirety plus 
 HENRY ROLLINS interviews Dinosaur Jr. live!** ($25/$28)

 28 TU  Music From The Film WINTER’S BONE played live by the 
 original artists! ($15/$18 )

 9 SA  THE PSYCHEDELIC FURS**($25/$28)
 25  MO  EELS w/ the Submarines**($18/$21)
 27 WE  JOSH RITTER** ($18/$20)

 JUNE

 Serving  CAROLINA BREWERY  Beers  on Tap!

 The  BEST  live music ~ 18 & over admitted
 www.catscradle.com

 **Advance ticket sales at SchoolKids  Records (Raleigh), CD Alley (CH). 
 Buy tickets on-line: www.etix.com  |  For phone orders CALL 919-967-9053

 WE ARE ALSO PRESENTING...

 6 SA  CHATHAM COUNTY LINE** ($14/$17)
 19  FR  ARCHERS OF LOAF w/ Electric Owls and Schooner ( sold out)

 16 FR  ATARI TEENAGE RIOT** ($14/$16)
 23 FR  MELISSA FERRICK** ($16/$18)
 30 FR  WHO’S BAD? ($15)

 SHOWS @ Local 506  (Chapel Hill) 
 May 31  BAD MANNERS w/ Archbishop Of Blount Street**($14 /$16)
 June 11  THAO & MIRAH w/ Bobby and Led To Sea**($14/$15)
 June 12  MISHKA w/ Anuhea (Show moved from 5/27)
 June 14  PARLOTONES w/ The Daylights**($10/$12)
 June 15  DAVID MAYFIELD PARADE**($8/$10)
 July 15  BILL CALLAHAN w/ Ed Askew**($13/$15)
 SHOWS @ Koka Booth Amphitheatre  (Cary) 
 Aug 8:  DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE w/ Frightened Rabbit  

 Co-presented with Outback Concerts / TIX AVAILABLE 
 AT CAT’S CRADLE  w/o  SERVICE CHARGE

 Sept. 19  RAY LAMONTAGNE w/ Brandi Carlile 

 SHOW @ Raleigh Amphitheatre
 SAT, JUNE 11: THE DECEMBERISTS w/ BEST COAST (Tix via 

 Ticketmaster) 
  FR July 29  BON IVER w/ Rosebuds** tickets available via 

 Ticketmaster
 SHOW @ The ArtsCenter   (Carrboro) 
 June 5  SAM BRADLEY w/ Holly Conlan
 June 17  LLOYD COLE SMALL ENSEMBLE**($20)
 July 11  DAVID WILCOX**($20/ $23; 7 PM SHOW)

 AUGUST

 SEPTEMBER

 MONDAY, AUGUST 8
 DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE

 KOKA BOOTH AMPHITHEATRE

 SATURDAY, JUNE 11
 THE DECEMBERISTS

 RALEIGH AMPHITHEATRE

 TUESDAY, MAY 31
 BAD MANNERS

 LOCAL 506

 JULY 

 TUESDAY, JUNE 14
 JOHNNY

 SATURDAY, JUNE 11
 THAO & MIRAH

 LOCAL 506

 SUNDAY, JUNE 5
 SAM BRADLEY
 ARTSCENTER

 919-929-0246
 UNC Campus • Carrboro

 412 E. Main Carrboro

 DORM DEAL

 HEEL DEAL  DOUBLE DEAL

 PLUS   TAX

 Mix & Match 3 or More!
 • Medium 1-Topping Pizzas
 • Oven Baked Sandwiches

 • Pasta (Breadbowl Pasta add $1)
 Additional charge for delivery. Deep Dish extra.

 $ 9 99 $ 9 99

 Additional charge for delivery. Deep Dish extra.

 TWO LARGE
 2-Topping Pizzas

 LARGE
 3-Topping Pizza

 Valid on campus only. Additional charge for delivery. Deep Dish extra.

 $ 5 99 $ 5 99
 PLUS   TAX

 $ 8 99 $ 8 99
 PLUS   TAX

 EACH  EACH

 101

 106  105

 e e 35 Chinese has the best variety of Chinese food around. You can choose 
 from over 50 items on our Super Buffet, or order from the extensive menu.

 Lunch 11am-2:30pm
 Friday/Saturday Dinner 4:30pm-10pm

 Sunday-Thursday Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm
 CLOSED  MONDAY

 University Square • 143 W. Franklin Street • Chapel Hill • 919.968.3488 • www.citysearch.com/rdu/35

 LOW FAT • N
O M

SG

 $1   OFF
 DINNER  BUFFET

 With your UNC student ID

 FREE DELIVERY

 Chinese Restaurant
 Chapel Hill

 Chinese Restaurant
 Chapel Hill


