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AFAM students never met Nyang’oro
By Sam Schaefer

Staff Writer

In the summer of 2009, 
Nate Harrison took AFAM 
428 — Bioethics in Afro-
American Studies, a class 
taught by former professor 
and Department of African 
and Afro-American Studies 
Chair Julius Nyang’oro.

Harrison, a member of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, 
heard from a friend that it was 
an easy class and GPA booster. 
He asked an academic adviser 
about taking the 400-level 
class during the summer after 
his freshman year.

“They said, ‘Yeah, you know, 
that might be a good idea,’” he 
said.

Harrison did not think 
anything was suspect about 
the class because it had been 
described to him as indepen-
dent study.

But the class never met, 
and at the end of the summer 
session, Harrison emailed 
Nyang’oro his 20-page paper.

“I never once saw 
Nyang’oro,” Harrison said.

Professors supervising inde-
pendent study courses must 
meet regularly with students, 
according to a report by the 
College of Arts & Sciences 
Independent Study Task Force.

Harrison, who is not an 
athlete, has been a member 
of The Daily Tar Heel staff 
for the last two summers. His 
experience illustrates how stu-
dents could have been led to 
classes now being investigated.

AFAM 428 is the same 
class a former UNC football 
player, widely thought to be 
Marvin Austin, took in the 
summer of 2007.

In a letter to the Board of 
Trustees June 7, Chancellor 
Holden Thorp said 58 percent 

of the student enrollments 
in the 54 aberrant or irregu-
larly taught classes identi-
fied in a University review of 
Department of African and 
Afro-American Studies were 
student athletes.

AFAM 428 was listed as 
one of those classes nine 
times between summer 2007 
through fall 2010. Of the 
aberrant or irregularly taught 
classes, AFAM 428 had one of 
the highest enrollment num-
bers, often more than 30.

UNC graduate Jeff Smith 
said he had a similar experi-
ence in two independent 
study courses, Contemporary 
Africa and Southern Africa, 
that he took with Nyang’oro 
in fall 2006. 

“The extent of my interac-
tion with Nyang’oro was I 
sent him an email with my 
topics,” Smith said.

Smith said he wrote a 

40-page paper for one of the 
independent study courses 
and two 20-page papers for 
the other course. He said he 
does not believe the inde-
pendent study classes were 
irregularly taught.

“There’s this idea that class-
es have to meet, but if you’re 
doing your own research I’ve 
learned just as much or more 
than from the lecture classes I 
took at UNC,” he said.

“I think this whole thing 
has been blown out of pro-
portion.”

After The (Raleigh) News 
& Observer revealed Austin’s 
partial transcript and it was 
found that former football 
player Michael McAdoo 
had plagiarized parts of a 
paper he submitted for one 
of Nyang’oro’s classes, UNC 
launched an internal investi-
gation of the department.

Athletic Director Bubba 

Cunningham said student 
athletes make up a larger pro-
portion of students in summer 
classes than they do in the 
regular academic year.

“I think some of that is we’re 
trying to get all of the students 
that have those other com-
mitments to graduate in four 
years,” he said.

A report released July 26 
by the University’s Faculty 
Executive Committee impli-
cates athletic department 
advisors in helping student-
athletes sign up for fraudulent 
courses in the department.

Student athletes receive 
help from the Academic 
Support Program for Student 
Athletes, part of the Center 
for Student Success and 
Academic Counseling.

Harold Woodard, the 
director of the center, said 
athletes’ support program 
staff help student athletes 

schedule classes, though that 
is not part of their official 
responsibilities. He said the 
family and friends of student 
athletes also play a large role 
in the class selection process.

Bobbi Owen, who over-
sees the academic advising 
program as senior dean for 
undergraduate education, said 
students get advice on what 
classes to take from a variety 
of places. “I think word of 
mouth is the most potent one.”

Owen said course selection 
doesn’t fall under the purview 
of the staff of the academic 
support program for student 
athletes.

Jan Yopp, dean of summer 
school, said the school has 
implemented changes since 
the release of the report.

Contact the University 
Editor at university
@dailytarheel.com.

North Carolina spring sports review
By Brandon Moree

Sports Editor

After the 2012 spring 
semester ended, several of 
North Carolina’s athletic 
programs were just getting 
their post-season runs under 
way. Here’s how the summer 
turned out for the Tar Heels.

Men’s Lacrosse

With an 11-5 record, the 
men’s lacrosse team entered 
the NCAA Tournament as an 
No. 8 seed and hosted a first 
round game. 

The Tar Heels were 
matched up with Denver, who 
had been in Chapel Hill ear-
lier in the year for a preseason 
exhibition. With the score-
board turned on this time the 
Pioneers made the most of 
thier opportunities to edge 
North Carolina 16-14.

Down by one goal with 20 
seconds left Marcus Holman, 
who had six goals in the 
game, turned the ball over 
trying to find Chad Tutton. 
Dever scooped it up and 
scored to clinch the victory.

Women’s Lacrosse

The women’s team lost in 
the ACC Championship game 
for the third straight year in 
2012 before heading into the 
NCAA Tournament. 

In the first round, the Tar 
Heels took care of a team 
Navy, where former Tar Heel 
Corey Donohoe is an assistant 
coach, with by beating them 
14-7. But in the next round, 
the quarterfinals, Syracuse 
took a nailbitter from the Tar 
Heels 17-16.

The Orange took the tight-
ly contested game on a goal 
from Michelle Tumolo with 

five seconds left on the clock.

Softball

The Tar Heels, who were 
the hosts of the ACC tourna-
ment in 2012, entered the 
post-season with a record of 
40-12 but was not selected as 
a host for the NCAA tourna-
ment. 

Instead, the softball team 
travelled to Athens, Ga., to 
play in Georgia’s regional. 
The Tar Heels squeaked by 
the two other teams in the 
regional, Coastal Carolina 
and Georgia Sothern, but the 
Bulldogs were too much for 
UNC.

Georgia’s Erin Arevalo shut 
the Tar Heels down in the 
elimination game, as UNC 
managed just three hits as 
they fell 2-1. Haleigh Dickey 
tried to keep the season 
alive with a home run in the 

seventh inning but that was 
the only run the team would 
score in the game.

Tennis

Both North Carolina tennis 
seasons also ended in Athens, 
Ga., as the men and women 
were both eliminated in the 
round of 16.

The host Georgia knocked 
off the men 4-0, while the 
women fell to conference foe 
Miami 4-2.

Individually, only Jose 
Hernandez made it out of the 
first round, and he was ousted 
by Nik Scholtz in round two.

Golf

Though the men’s season 
ended after a seventh place 
finish in the ACC Tournament 
the women went on to con-
tend for the NCAA title.

UNC senior Catherine 
O’Donnell took first place in 
the NCAA West Regional and 
the team finished in seventh 
place to earn a spot in the 
NCAA Championships.

In the final event of the 
year, the Tar Heels were tied 
for second place at the mid 
point of the competition. 
But UNC struggled in the 
final two days of the national 
championship and ended up 
with a tenth place finish out 
of 24 teams.

Sophomore Katherine 
Perry was the low Tar Heel at 
the NCAA Championship as 
she finished tied for eighth at 
three-over-par.

Track and Field

In head coach Dennis 
Craddock’s final season in 
charge of the track and field 
program at UNC, the Tar 

Heels sent seven athletes to 
the NCAA championships in 
Des Moines, Iowa.

Though none of the Tar 
Heels advanced past the pre-
liminary rounds, six of them 
will return to Chapel Hill in 
the 2012-13 season to make 
abother run at a title.

Sophomore Sandi Morris 
was the highest finisher as she 
took 11th place in the wom-
en’s pole vault and earned 
a spot on the All-American 
second team.

On July 5, the North 
Carolina announced that 
former UNC thrower Harlis 
Meaders was the new head 
coach of the track and field 
and cross country programs. 
Meaders comes to UNC after 
18 years on the coaching staff 
at Florida State.

Contact the Sports Editor 
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

 Presbyterian
 Campus
 Ministry

 110 Henderson Street
 919-967-2311

 jrogers@upcch.org Standing alongside others who have gone 
 before us to help develop Christ’s disciples.

 •  Thursday Fellowship dinner & progam 5:30-8   PM

 •  Weekly Small Groups

 •  Sunday Worship at University Presbyterian Church 
 and other partner churches in the area

 www.uncpcm.com
 411386.CRTR

 First Pentecostal Church
 Days Inn, 1312 N. Fordham Blvd.

 “Home of Old Time Religion”

 Worship with us each Wednesday at 7:30pm
 Special Music & Singing in each service

 The First Pentecostal Church of Chapel Hill is an extension 
 of the First Pentecostal Church of Durham.

 Visit us in Durham at 2008 W. Carver Street
 Sunday 10:00am & 6:30pm, Tuesday 7:30pm

 For more information call (919) 477-6555
 Johnny Godair, Pastor

 Newman Catholic Student Center Parish
 218 Pittsboro Street, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27516 (located across from the Carolina Inn)

 Office: 919-929-3730 • Fax 919-929-3778

 Pastor & Campus Minister: Msgr. John Wall

 www.newman~chapelhill.org

 MASSES:    Saturday  5:15pm;  Sunday  9am, 11am, and 7pm

 DAILY MASS:   Tuesday-Friday  5pm

 CAROLINA CATHOLIC NIGHT:  Wednesdays beginning at 5pm

 Catholic Campus Ministry

 411457.CRTR

 August 19:  Sunday Evening Mass Resumes 7pm 
 August 20:  Freshman Welcome, 5:30pm

 August 22:  Backyard Bash 5:30pm

 Large Group - Tuesday Evenings 8:00 pm
 Contact:  Campus Minister 

 Daniel  Mason, dmason@ruf.org 411474.CRTR

Sunday Worship:
11am on Sundays at the Millennium Hotel
2800 Campus Walk Ave, Durham, NC

Contact Esther at estaleii@gmail.com or visit
trianglejcc.com for more info. Rides provided.


