
 
 
 
 
 
February 2, 2015 
 
To	  the	  Carolina	  Community,	  	  

	  
This	  afternoon,	  I	  witnessed	  a	  rally	  on	  the	  steps	  of	  Saunders	  Hall	  that	  shocked	  

me,	  and	  reinforced	  my	  belief	  that	  it	  is	  the	  responsibility	  of	  every	  member	  of	  the	  
Carolina	  community	  to	  take	  a	  stand	  against	  oppression	  and	  change	  the	  name	  of	  
Saunders	  Hall.	   	  The	  brave	  students	  involved	  in	  this	  movement	  have	  taken	  a	  stand	  for	  
something	  they	  believe	  is	  right,	  even	  when	  it	  is	  not	  the	  easy	  thing	  to	  do.	  	  Their	  passion	  
is	  inspiring.	  

These	   are	  not	   activists	   shipped	   in	   from	  out-‐of-‐state.	   	  These	   are	  UNC	   students	   just	  
like	  you	  and	  I.	  

These	  students	  have	  faced	  opposition	  from	  many	  on	  this	  campus	  who	  would	  rather	  
see	   this	   issue	   “go	   away,”	   out	   of	   sight	   and	   out	   of	   mind.	   	  They	   have	   exemplified	   the	  
Carolina	  spirit,	  by	  standing	  up	  for	  what	  they	  believe	  in,	  and	  I	  think	  this	  quote	  from	  one	  
of	  the	  students	  leading	  the	  rally	  sums	  up	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  a	  Tar	  Heel.	  	  	  

“People	   complain	   that	   we	   are	   constantly	   fighting	   against	   something.	   	  I	   say	  
we’re	  not	  fighting	  against	  anything.	  	  We’re	  fighting	  for	  what	  we	  know	  is	  right.”	  

The	  fact	  that	  the	  Powell	  administration	  has	  not	  pushed	  to	  see	  this	  building	  renamed	  
continues	   to	   diminish	   and	   marginalize	   every	   student	   who	   sees	   this	   as	   an	   issue.	   	  If	  
elected,	  the	  first	  thing	  I	  will	  do	  is	  sit	  down	  with	  Chancellor	  Folt	  and	  administration	  and	  
get	  this	  issue	  resolved	  once	  and	  for	  all.	  

“Saying	  that	  our	  opinions	  on	  this	  don’t	  matter	   is	  saying	  that	  we	  don’t	  matter	  
and	  that	  our	  voice	  does	  not	  matter,”	  another	  student	  said.	  	  I	  am	  here	  to	  ensure	  that	  
every	  member	   of	   the	   UNC	   community’s	   voice	   is	   heard,	   and	   to	   ensure	   that	   every	   Tar	  
Heel	  does	  indeed	  matter.	  
	  
All	  the	  best,	  
	  

	  


