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By Juanita Covert

Editor’s note: Carolina First is the
University’s major capital campaign.
Gifts to the campaign support faculty
and staff members, students, programs,
and building projects and help position
Carolina as the nation’s leading public
university. To learn more about Carolina
First, visit www.jomc.unc.edu/alum-
niandfriends/campaign.html.

The School is increasing its focus on
electronic communication, its smallest
sequence in terms of enrollment, to keep
up with its growing popularity.

“Electronic communication is a priori-
ty because it’s one of our growing
sequences, but its growth is limited to
the technology and faculty that we have,”
explains Beth Braxton, assistant dean for
development and alumni affairs.

The electronic communication
sequence includes courses in television
production, broadcast journalism, and
electronic media regulation and policy. It
has a special emphasis on learning in a
realistic work environment, with up-to-
date technology and deadlines.

“Every bit of it is hands-on,” says
Associate Professor C.A. Tuggle. “It’s real
world — as close as we can get it.”

Tuggle adds that, in the fall, students
will have the chance to work in a variety
of media in one course. He describes it as
a “convergence” course, in which teams
of students from different sequences will
work together to produce reports for the
Web, print, radio and television.

Dean Richard Cole says the point is “to
turn out the best people we can to do full,
fair and accurate reports no matter what
the platform is.”

To prepare students for careers in any
platform, the School must keep up with
the pace of technology. Cole says the
School invests in maintenance and new
equipment every year.

“We’re much more up to date than any
other journalism and mass communica-
tion school in the country  — in the
world, for that matter,” he says.

Students take advantage of state-of-
the-art technology in courses such as
“Producing Television News,” in which
they produce the award-winning news
show Carolina Week, which now has
Monday and Wednesday episodes.

Jenny McLendon, a junior reporter and
anchor for the Wednesday edition, says
faculty members encourage students
and emphasize that the program is a
group effort.

“We have a big advantage because we
have professors that have significant
experience in the real world,” McLendon
says.

The School is in the process of hiring a
new faculty member in electronic com-
munication and plans to create an
endowed professorship for the
sequence. Braxton says endowed profes-
sorships are crucial in recruiting and
retaining outstanding faculty members.

She says the School also hopes to raise
funds for students who accept unpaid or
low-paying internships in other cities
and for students who incur costs when
they enter competitions. 

“It’s an expensive program,” Tuggle
says. “We need to stay on top. Right now
we’re on the edge of the curve, and we
need to stay there.”

Juanita Covert is a first-year master’s
student in the professional sequence.

Contributors to the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication and the School’s
Foundation from Nov. 16, 2002, through Feb.
13, 2003. (Boldface identifies Dean’s Circle
Donors, who have contributed $1,000 or more
during this fiscal year.)
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Yes! I want to support

the School of Journalism and Mass

Communication.

Name:      _____________________________________________________________

Address:   _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

I prefer my gift to go toward
� School of Journalism and Mass Communication Foundation
� Carroll Hall
� Other (please specify)  ___________________________________________

� Enclosed is a check for  � $1,000   � $500   � $100  � $___________
(Please make check payable to the School of Journalism and Mass Communication)

� I prefer to make my gift by credit card.
� VISA     � Mastercard

Card Number: ____________________________  Expiration Date: ______/______

Signature: ___________________________________________

� I prefer to spread the payments on my gift over the next year. Please send a reminder
or charge my credit card:
� Monthly     � Quarterly     � Biannually     � Yearly

Please detach and send this form to

Office of Development and Alumni Affairs
School of Journalism and Mass Communication
UNC-Chapel Hill
Campus Box 3365, Carroll Hall
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3365

All gifts are tax-deductible. Thanks for your generous gift.

�

A Carolina First priority:
electronic communication

One associate professor
produces award-winning
broadcasters; the other

produces award-winning
graphic designers.
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Now you can show
Charlie Tuggle or

Jay Anthony how much
you appreciated them.

To find out how you can name Tuggle’s or
Anthony’s office in Carroll Hall, please call the

School’s development office at (919) 962-9467.


