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START OF TAPE 1, SIDE B Aprii 13, 1990
{(5ide A of this tape is an interview with cdgar Ray)

JOHN EGERTON: I'm working on, L hops, a book on the 3outh
in the decade or two before the civii rights period began. That
is to say, up to 19%4 and not bevond there. A lotis being done
now, a lot's already been done, on tThe period Trom ‘b4 on. I'm
really interested in getting into that period Trom, say, about
1938, toward the end of the Depression, Just betore worid war II
began, and particulariy after the war when so much was changing
in the nation and the worid, and there was such a sense of
possibility for an improved 1ife for peopie in the south. And

11 serious problem on the whoie racial issue that

-t

vet we had a st
we were struggling to find a way to address. Itis that period
there when people were trying to figure out how to address that
issue that I'm particulariy interested in right now.

LEROY COLLINS: I can't heip you much with that, going back
that far.

JE: I think you can.

iLC: I was in the legislature.

JET  Yes sir.

LC: I wasn't aware, in retrospect, of a great deal of
racial turmoil. I just kind of accepted the old system.

JE: well, I1've got a few Tairiy speciTic things 1 want to
ask you about. But I wanted to begin by saying you what the
first elected office you held was?
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LC: First elected office was a member of the House of
Fepresentatives.

JE: What year was that?

iLC: '35,

JE: And did you stay in the legisiature tnhen continuousiy
until the war, until you went to the service?

iLC: vYeah.

JE: In the House or in the House and senatey?

LC: Both.

JE: Wwhen did you go into the senater

LC: I think it was about ‘41. I think in terms of tThe
sess5ions--the '35 session, '37 session, ‘39 session. All those,
i know I was in the House. 41 was my Tirst in the Senate. And

I was serving there until I resigned in the middie of the term to
go into military service.

JE: And you resigned about when?

LC: It was '4b4. i'd been in the senate, 1 think for two
sessions of the Tegisiature. in those days, why, we realiy just
had one session every two years. Now, since that time they have
them all the time.

JE: You were sSpeaker of the House, weren't your

LC: No. I was suggested, I mean, there was support for me
for speaker of the House in '37 and ‘39, but it didn't work out.
[Interruption]

LC: Because of his current resistance to what was happening

in Little Rock.
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JE: well, Governor, let me use that as sort of a iinch pin
to' connect me back to this period that I tolid you I wanted to
talk about. By 1957, there was no doubt in anybody's mind that
iT you were going to make social change in the south, you were
going to have to do it by force. The masses of white southerners
were totally opposed by 1957 to any kind of raciai, social
rewriting of the social contract.

LC: I wouldn't say the masses. Now, L aiways nad the
feeling that there were a lot of peopies out there that wanted me
to do what I was doing and say what 1 was saying. Now, L wasn't
just blazing out for total desegregation and ail iike that 1in
that period of time. I couldn't have accompiished anything, had
I been 1in that role. and I had a huge program ftor educational
reform and other reforms that I was 1interested 1n as governor.

50 I had to, I don't mean, go aiong with the mob, I didnit go

JE: No, but you had to take them into account.

LGE I had to take that into account and how that would
affect the totality of what I was abie to do. LT 1'd done more
than I did, I think I would have rendered myseit impotent for
anything. 50 I was walking a kind of a tight rope TtThere. But
5till, as events happened, it impeiied me to say what 1 beliieved
and what I thought was right and the course 1 thought we should
follow. Of course, that set in motion a iot of antagonism toward
me, toward us. we had the Ku Kluxers riding around the mansion
right over here, burning their torcnes at night. L went out on

the [JTaughter] porch. I thought that that wouid be a showing




that they weren't backing me down or anything 1ike that. And
these highway patroimen came and got me [Jaughter] and nhustied me
in. said, "That's crazy for you to stand out here. Ihey may
have some guns. Yyou don't know what theyive got or what they're
going to do." It was temorous and yet I every time 1 sat down
and made a speech to the people of Florida and talked to them
about a number of occasions and circumstances that deveioped, I
felt a deep affinity with a large group of peopie who beiieved I
was right and I was right in saying what 1 was saying. Now, I
had more peoplie who Telt I was wrong. some of tThose were rather
tolerant of my being wrong. They just Teit 1 was wrong, and 1
didn't think so. I made a speech To the peopie of riorida 1in
connection with the sit-in demonstrations at the iunch counters
which was very forthright. 1 said these peopie are being invited
to come in and patronize the business, and then say They couldn't
buy at a certain counter or a certain piace or a certain
commodity. That doesn't make any sanse at ail. L Think most
people felt I was right about that.

JE: well, I think what a 1ot of peopie Teit. . . .

LGS But a Tot of people were up in arms about 1T because
they thought I ought to be out there marching with the sticks and
resisting those demonstrators.

JE: well, history has certainily proved you right. Ihereis
no question about that.

iLCs well, I feel that. 1 feel that very strongiy.

JE:  With all that in mind, Tet's just take the year 1938.

You were in the House of Repressentatives. Ciaude Prepper was 1in



the Senate. Frank Porter Graham was the president of the
niversity of North Carolina. There were peopie in Congress and
in some governor's offices. A Tittle bit Tater on Eilis aArnall
got elected governor of Georgia. Frankiin Kooseveit was in the
white House, and it was okay for peopie in the south, 1T you were
a Democrat, to say, "I'm Tliberai. L'm progressive. Lim for
improving conditions for poor peopie,” and whatnot. As long as
you stayed off the race issue and didn't start taiking about
social integration and that kind of business, it was okay to be a
1iberal then. Then we got into a war that was reaiiy a war Tor a
Tiberal cause. It was against a racist dictator in Gwermany.

LC: Let me interrupt you right there to underscore what
you're just said. we had a miserable, miserabis school program
for our public schools because we had a system of just local
support. Wwe had school districts. Every county was divided 1nto
school districts, and each school district even voted on how much
taxes they should pay on land in that district. I saw very
early, and was involved in the campaign to deveiop publiic support
for a state wide acceptance of responsibiiity Tor pubiic schools,
for a minimum level of education and state support of public
schools everywhere. This had no race 1ines 1in 1tT. It just
applied to children, and they accepted that, and people were
proud of, really, that move forward that we made back in '37 or
139, I don't know which one of those years, but L was sTill 1in
the lTegislature. 1 was chairman of the education committee. I
had gone all over the state making speeches tTo PIA groups, and

all about Florida must awaken to new responsibiiities and to



Teave our children out there, whether they were bilack or white or
what, but 1leave them our there without an opportunity ftor a
de=cent education was a sin, a crime. And that we just did not
want debasing our state, really. Ihat program, when it was first
proposed, was & little unpopular, iargeiy, L1 think, because of
business reasons and worry about the taxes. But as we carried
that campaign, it caught on fire. Wwhile the legisiators were, at
one point, very much opposed to it because they felt the popular
opposition to it, when we got it ready to go, why, the

public was very much behind it. That all happened in this period
of time.

JE: Right, just before the war started.

LC: People weren't thinking in terms of segregation and
dasegregation, and maybe they assumed theyid stiil have
segregated schools. I think they did.

JE: I think everybody assumed that.

LC: Yeah, they thought that.

JE: Now then, you were into the service, and when you came
back home in 1945, here was a sort of--and you went back To the
S5enate, I assume, in '457

LC: Yes. I got elected before L came back, actualiy. The
war was over, and . . .

JE: Who was governor then?

iLC: Millard Caldwell.

JE: Do you think, Tooking back on that time, that at that
point, given what you had been invoived in before the war and

then your own wartime experiences, when you came back To resume a



1ife of public service, do you think The 1ssue oFf race as
unfinished business for the South to deal with became a part of
your thinking at that time or was it Tater?

LC: well, I knew that discrimination based upon race would
always be an issue until it was settied. 1 didn‘t think in terms
of any supreme Court is35Uing a ruiing that 1T Wa S
unconstitutional. i always felt, and 1 pubiiciy said, that
reforms should come in other ways than by interpretation by the
Supreme Court.

JE: ©OQught to come from within the state?

LC: Within the legal processes avaiiabie Tor iaw change and
all that. That's the way I kind of visualized 1t. I felt that
that was a rather bold, and to a degree, unsupportablie move on
the part of the Supreme Court of the united states to try to tell

us what kind of schools to run down here 1in the South and

sverywhere., I had some of that feeliing. Ihis shouild have come
by act of Taw.

JE2 Yes sir.

i

LC: And not the way 1t came. Actuaiiy, oT course, 1n
retrospect, it never would have come by operation oT iaw, L don't
suppose.

JE: It probably never would have.

LC: Certainiy not in our l1ifetime.

JE: No, it probabiy never would have.
iLC: I praise the court now, and, of course, ail the time,

most since, but in its immediate impact, I questioned. . . .

JE: It seemed. . . .




LC: It seemed to me to bes a rather raw interTerence, you

know. State responsibility. L wanted the state To meet 1its
responsibility, and that responsibility couid iead to
desegregation. But I had the fTeeiing at Tirst, atter that

dezcision came out, that it was questionabie. BUT Tthen as time
want on, and we went through this adjustment period, weill, I
realized 1 was wrong about that. It took that Suprems Court to
do it.

JE: Well, even in that time, Tet's just say right after the
war, Florida, though, of course, it had many probiems, compared
to some of the other southern states it didnit Took aii that bad.
1t didn't have a poll tax, for exampie. LT didn‘t have a white

primary. As a matter of fact, 1n 1947 your state senate rejec
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an effort to make a white primary the pattern Tor riorida. There
was a Senator John Matthews ftrom Jacksonviiie, who introduced
into the sSenate a bill to make the Democrat primary Tor whites
onliy, and it was voted down 1n 1847.

i.,C: Jack Matthews introduced that?

JE 3 Yeah, he sure did. And vyou must have voted against
that.

LC: I don't know. I don't remember it.

JE: WwWell, it happened.

iLC: I mean, I have some faint recollection, talk about a
white primary, but I didn't know it had got that far.

JE: You see that very same year under the l1aimadges. . . .

LC: I would Tike to know how 1 did vote. yean.




JE ¢ I1'117 check on 1t. weorgia under the I|aimadges
implemented a white primary. south caroiina tried do and got
stopped by Judge waring. You remember Judge J. waltes waring,
who ruled later on in that school case over in South Caroiina.
And indeed, the Supreme Court in 1944 outiawed the white primary
in Texas. 5o this was in the wind, you see, and when 1T came to
Florida, Florida wouldn't do that.

LC: You've refreshed me now. L1 remember that.

JE: Then even on the issue. . . .

LC: But I don't remember how I voted on 1t.

JE: There was a lot of agitation Tor a Tederai antiiynch
Taw.

LC: Yes.

JE: And in 1949 there was a particuiariy terribie iynching
in Groveland, Florida, you remember. And sSheriTT Mclail ended up

killing a couple of the. . . .

LC: Yes.,

JE 3 And that was in the papers for aimost tThree vyears, a
very emotional issue that kept coming up in tThe papers. Ihere
were lynchings in other southern states.

iLC: what was that sheriff's name?

JE McCall, Willis McCall. Ihere were Tour black men
implicated. . . .

LC: I was very much invoived in that. see, 1 was governor
at that time.

JE: In '48? when did you first become governory

iLCs 55,




JE: Well, see, this was eariier. 1 think this was when. .

LC: well, I had a huge fight with mctaii over a iynching
down there, actually what amounted to, was aimost. . . .

JE: In the 'S50s. That was another incident. BUT you see,
McCall, he had a reputation. . . .

L I commuted a 1ife sentence Tor the conviction, the
axecution of a black man down There, and 1t was vVvery, very

unpopular. And I was right in the middie of my campaign, running

for governor for the first time.

JE S In '55,
LC: I was running fTor a fuill term.

JE$ For the fTull term. when you Took tThat partiali Tterm,
what year was that, 'S4 or '53 maybev

LC: No, it was 5% to 'B1 were my six years.

JE: And you were elected in v/ TOo The Tuill Term.

iLC: Yeah.

JE: That was right after the Brown decision. well, McCall,
YOU S8, WaS5 @. + .+ .

LC: { ) The Supreme Court justice now, what's
his name, the black one that's begen tnhere Tor so iongv

JE: Thurgood Marshall.

LC: Thurgood Marshall was counsel 1n That case. LIim
interested in seeing 1t.

JE: Well, this other case. . . .

el

LC: The 5t. Petersburg Times supported me very strongliy 1n

commuting that to Tite imprisonment. Ihat's aiil a governor couid
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do in a situation Tike that. That's ail I couid do. He'ld been
tried and retried, and all the courts nad reviewsd, and the

courts had sustained t. We were at a point where nothing =lse

D

could be done. 50 I commuted it to iife imprisonment. A rather
sad story. That was brought out in my campaign by Chariie Johns.
A great furor was made by him about it in the campaign. I went
down and I made a talk down there to the peopie 1n that area.

JE: Around sStark?

LC: Yeah, and just told them--not stark, it was down lower
than that.

JE: Where the crime was commitied?

LC: Yeah. They had a big annuai watermelion Testival.
invited the governor to come ride in the parade. sheritt McCall
had gotten this woman who was invoived, got her dressed up with a
new dress, and when the car 1 was riding in the parade, stopped,
she ran over, and told me who she was. she saild, ‘"suppose L1 was
vour sister, would you have done that? wouid you have commuted
that sentence?" I said, "I think I would have. I hope 1 would
have. But that's irrelievant here. we ' re not down here for the
purpose of talking politics or making poiitical i1ssues. I1'm down
here to help the community. Be with the community.® mcCall had
sat her up for that.

JE: He was a very devious man.

LCs He's sti111 alive. S5omebody ‘s going to write a real
book about him when he diss. You try to do it now, he was pretty
devious, but he was also pretty cautious.

JE: Wwhat is that county whers uroveiand 1s7




LC: That 1s Lake County.
JE: And you think that's where he stili i1ives?

LC: I guess he stiill Tives there. I asked somebody not so

Ci

Tong ago. But he was from Marion county--1 associate nim with
Marion County, too. I'm not just quite sure where nhe's iiving
now. I have no idea. But there‘s a ot of material out tThere.

The 5t. Petersberg Times has a huge Tiie on that, and itis going

to make a real book. But I don't think anybody feeis iike they

can do it until he's dead because theyive got. . . .

™

: Some pretty terribie stuTt went on there.

o}

i
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3 Terrible stuff, and they'd at lisast nhave iitigation
about it, which wouid be very difficuit to manage.

JE: well, this case that happened eariier. . . .

LC: The victim of that has died.

JE: But this eariier case, the crime happened in ‘ay, and,
oh, I bet I'm making a connection now. L know what nappensd.
The crime was in '49,. A white man was kiiled, and Ttour biacks
ware implicated. One of them was hunted down and Kkiiied by a
posse, and the other three were captured. They had triais, and
one of them was sentenced to T1ife 1in prison, and the other two
ware sentenced to death. Those two were being transported by
Sheriff McCall to some other prison, and he tried to kiii Them
both. He killed one of them but the other one survived and was

nced.

@

subsequentiy retried and resent
LC: That's the one, I commuted his sentence to 11Te 1n
prison. He was out pretty soon, not during my Time, but he was

paroied. He had an excellent record, a Tine person.



JE: He didn't commit the crime, 1 don‘t Think.

iLC: I don't think he did either.

JE: That ties it together.

LC: There were four. NO, was There Two casesy

JE: You think there is two?

LGS This case had to do with an attempted rape of this
women .

JE: This is a different case then.

LC: and it was down by a Jlake, and these boys, Ttour of
them, had gotten this car. I donit think it was ( )y having
the car. They hadn't stolen it, but they were down there. One
of the basis pieces of evidence that they convicted them on was
that they got tire prints from the iake bottom, and they matched
the tire prints of the car which they took into possession. Now,
questions were raised Jlater that <those Tire prints were
manufactured by a deputy sheriTT. He was convicted of
manutfacturing tire tracks in another case iater on. 0 That gave
a certain amount of possible validity to that. But there were

of this Ties 1into what

(1Y

four of these black boys. Now, Som
you're saying though. I don't know. . . .

JE: I1'11 have to go and do some more reading on that.

LC: If you're going to go into that, that's going To take a
fot of doing.

JE: That's going to take a lTot of digging. welil, I wanted
to bring it up because. . . .

LC: Incidentally, just to get the trauma and drama of 1t,

he was paroled and went to work down 1n Miami. Une oT the




conditions of his parole was he not go back To Lake County.
That's the county where that was. 1 foiiowed him the rest of his
Tite. But he just made a marveious record down tThere, working
for this man, just very much plieased with him and beiieved in him
and came to trust him tremendousiy. He wanted to go back home to
visit with some of his relatives. He couidnit do tThat under the
conditions of the parole. They waved this, though, and iet him
go back with the understanding that ne wouid do certain tTthings,
not go back into that immediate area. Go TO another piace, visit
with his uncie, his relative, and that he wouidn't engage 1n any
kind of a controversy with anybody about the case. 50 ne went
back on those terms, and he was sitting in & chair on the Ttront
porch of his uncle's house, and he just toppied over dead, neart
attack. Died right there.

JE: Soon after he was released or had he been. . . No, he'd

LC: No, he was just on a littie furiough kind of thing. He

could go up there and see them. But the authorities were afraid

@

that the white people would get all disturbed about him coming
back, you know. They knew about 1T. They were upset about 1t.
Maybe got to wondering whether there was any possibie Touil play
on the part of sheriff McCall or anybody eise. bBut Mclaii lives
ON. I don't know how long he's going To iive. He's geTTing up
there. 1 guess he and I are about the same age.

JE: Probably be about the same. riorida didn't go with the
Dixiecrat revolt in 1948, Wwhy do you suppose TtThat was? why

didn't the state become a 5trom Thurmond--vixiecrat stronghoid?




LCz u8?

(@]

JE: That's the year they broke out oT The party. Ihey ieft
the Democratic Convention in vrhiladeiphia because of a civil
rights plank in the party piatform. you Know, Fresident Iruman
had a civil rights program that he tried to impiement 1in the
'40s5, and all of the southern governors and senators were opposed
to it.

iLC s I don't know how to expiain that except Tor the fact
that we were having an increasing popuiation deveiopment, people
moving here Trom the North. 50 most of that Dixiecrat stuff was
kind of old-time South stuff, you know, and rurai dominated and
ancouraged. That population increase wouid have something to do
with it, because most of the peopie moving in here were moving
from other environments where they didn’'t have this tTeeliing about
race like existed down here. OFf course, there were a iot oT good
relationships, too, that went on during that period of time. A
jot of good people in the South were resiuctant to Jjust change
moderateiy and easily, but they didnit want any vioience. They
wanted to maintain the old system, you knhow, being kind and
gentle and having black friends. isome of my best Triends are
black," you know, and that kind of thing. There was a genuine
jove relationship between a lot of biack peopie and white peopie,
but still a tolerance for the segregated posture. L think that
the simple rightness or the wrongness oT that Lixiecrat concept
just lost its strength here because just not wanting to be
associated with a rebeilious, vioient. Ihey didn't want The Ku

Klux Kians, and they didn't want iynchings, and they didn't want



much of any of that. They wanted blacks to be treated well and
to live well and to come to live better, but they stiii had 1in
mind that they would aiways be coming to the back door, aiways be
Mr. and Mrs. white people and Sam and Mary biack peopie, and this
sort of thing.

JE 2 They really couldn't envision that changing in any way
without the whole structure faliing downt

LC: well, I think they couid envision some gradualism
toward that. Some could. I don't know how many, very fTew.

JE: As you Jook back on that now. . . .

LC: But it was a l1ittle easier, L think, in riorida than 1t
was in most other states.

JE: 1 think 1t was too.

iC: And we were going forward with pretty progressive
school 1improvements. That was on a separate but equal basis.
But they were proud to get, even on a separate basis. 50 tThat
the black people were maybe not as recaicitrant or not as. . . .

JE: They weren't rebellious at that point.

LC: They weren't rebellious at that point.

JE: As you look back on that now, does it--1 don'‘t want to
give you too much of Tleading question--but 1 wonder 1T that
paeriod between the end of the war and, say, the eariy ‘bUs now
seems in retrospect as a sort of golden opportunity that we
missed to make social change peacefully without going through ail
of the bloodshed and turmoil that subsequentiy came.

LC: I think that's trus.

16



JE: If we had only been able to see what was down the road,
we would have maybe been willing to make those changes.

iLC: That's right.

JE: But we weren't able to ses 11,

LC: And it was difficult for peopie to make changes without
bzing forced in some way to do it, because that put them 1n a
posture of being nigger-iovers or whatever.

JE 2 and yet all of our public efforts were to resist
forcibie change. wWe kept saying, “Leave us aiong, you Yankees,!
congress, the courts, whoever, and “iet us work out our own
probiems down here in a peaceful way, and we'il do it." we were

saying that all the way through the i40s, but we never did. We

kept saying, 'Wwe don't need a federal lynch iaw. If you'll leave
us alone, we'll work it out." But we kept on iynching folks.

iLC: That's right.

JE: And we said, “we don't need an anti poii tax ilaw. . . .

Lc: )

JE: 5Somebody did.

LC: Renegade ( )

JE: And we said, 'we don't need an anti poii tax iaw. It
you'll leave us alone, we'll Tet biack peopie vote.! But we

found all kinds of ways to keep them Trom voting, you Know. sSome
states worse than others. Some kept that poiil tax right on up to
the time of the Civil Rights Act. Of course, Florida was not one
of those, but Alabama and South Caroiina and Virginia and Georgia

had a poll tax. and if you Jlook at the Tigures on the



percentages of blacks who were registered and who voted, 1T was
minuscule.

LC: I think it's a mistake to assume that the aboliishment
of the poll tax was something that was visuaiized and sponsored
to help black people improve their position.

JE: It didn't, in effect, have that?

LC: I don't think it had that raciai connotation. NOW ,
senator [Spessard] Holland here was very much of tThe oid school.

JE 2 He was a very conservative.

iLCe He was conservative To tThe end. He was with the
virginia people. gut at the same time, he sponsored that here.
what he was resisting, and I felt deepiy the same thing, The use
of the poll tax as a device for buying votes. And They were
buying white votes, probably more important then buying biack
ones. Not many black ones were voting.

JE: It supported machine poiitics, courthouse gang poliTICS.

LC: That's right.

JE: And that's why.

LC: The first race I ever made Tor county prosecuting
attorney, I got beat by that same thing, by tnhat same type of
thing. I was running against the prosecuting attorney 1in the
courthouse.

JE: Was that here in Lson countyy

iLC: Right.

JE: Because you grew up in this county, didn’'t you?

iLCs Yes, I was born here. Born just Thres DbIiocks Trom

haere. But our feesling about the poii tax, we got ail kinds of

w




stories about they'd given the poii tax receipt, you know, out
there to vote, and they'd pay it, some of Tnhose that were bosses.
And the bosses and then the courthouse rings were ail tied
together, community kind of bosses and the courthouse ring. And
I know, I learned, I Tost that eiection by about 1UU votes. 1
was just twenty-one or two years oid ( ). But I lost by
125 votes. They could easily count that, those votes That they
procured unlawfully. I was kind of happy to see Holland come
forward with that, and he got excited about it when it got to be
a kind of national thing. He was Tirst interested it as a state.
i don't know what he did about that as a state before it got to
be a national thing.

JE Got rid of it here. Yyou got rid of it here ahead of
most of the other states. Let me ask you about another. . . .

LCs He followed it up in washington as a senator on the
national level, and we ultimately got a nationai constitutional
amendment about it that abolished 1t.

JE: Thinking about the election oT 1Yb5U when George
smathers beat Claude Pepper and took his seat 1n the senate. 1t
was that same fall that Frank Porter Graham iost his seat in the
s5enate from North Carolina, and one or two other races. L can't
remember now what they were, but it was sort of turning point 1in
a way, where some ostensibly liberal voices, progressive voices,
of southern, publiic figures, were extinguished by much more
conservative voices. Race was a part oT That. ihe larger part
was the whole communist thing, the RrRed scare.

LC: That's true.
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JE: And it seemed to me that by 1Y5U the combination of
those two fears. . . .

LC: I don't think race played much a part in 1T.

JE: Not too much?

LC: As I recaill.

JE S NO.

LC: I don't think Pepper was out, Tor exampie, cruising for
biack peopie voting.

JE: Not too much, doesn't show up Too much.

LC: Or improving their welfare and that kind of thing. I
don't think he did that.

JE & in fact, if you examine his record reai caretuliy, he
never had much to say about race. Never did.

didn't. Not for <tThe whoie way, untii right

o>
[14]

LC: NO,
[ Taughter] toward the end he did.

JE 3 Did you attach any particuiar signiTicance to That
alection? I mean, did that signai to you a sharp turn to the
right on the part of the electorate in riorida and in the country
at Targe? Do you remember that? Yyou were stiii in the senate
then.

iLCs Yeah. There was another eiement that was quite
important in that race, as I remember, and that was Tne control
bossism down in Hillsborough County, where they nad these Latin
pesople voting and where the bosses were deiivering precincts, 54l
for Smathers and 2 for Pepper, and that kind of thing, which
obviously was fraud--couidn't have been otherwise. Ihat was an

slement within that too. 1 was joited by that and recognized
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that we ought to take steps against tThat. Rampant controi of
votes. Right here in my home bases, L nhad some of tThe same
thing. Wwe had 1ittle communities, Miccosukee, Chaires, and

Capitola and Woodviile and all around where there were dominant
leaders and people who could pretty weiil deiiver these precincts.
Now, how they did it, just how they did it, L don'‘t know, but I
know I lost several precincts I think I should have won, that
way. But I don't think they were ready to accept me because they
didn't know me. I was just a young boy, you know, kind of
shouting in the wiliderness there. Ihe other side had received
favors and were in a close relationship, and, somewhat naturally
1 JUESS, would support the people that had been Their
banetfactors. But all that was pretity much washed out, not Jjust
by the poll tax, and not by any one, specitic thing, but just by
the general level of improvement of education and acceptance ot
responsibility, political responsibiiity, by other peopie. I
don't think anybody could be elected now [iaughter]) Tor anything
in this county, just counting on, you know, a Tew ieaders to put
it together, particulariy in the rurai areas. Ihey don't stand
out as significant, controlliing, intTiuentiai hotbeds.

JE 3 You said awhile a ago tThat at the Time <tThe Brown
decision came down, it struck vyou as a rather extrems thing for
the Supreme Court to do, and you worried that iT wouid be hard to
make 1t stick. And vyet, somewhers down Tthe iine, aTter you had
been governor, you were head of the community reiations and
whatnot, you obviousiy changed your mind about that. what do you

suppose 1t was that caused you to change your viewsY
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LC: wWell, I could see in retrospect that that was the only
way it could happen, and that it shouid happen became very deeply
implanted in my soul and conscience. L mean, tTthe mores L got
closer to that issue and got away Trom accepting the oid
traditional mores of the sSouth, why, the stronger 1 became Tor
ratorm.

JE You have no misgivings now about the way that turned
out?

iLC: No, I don't, I don't. L wish L didn't have to expiain
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that I didn't always feel the same way peopie wound up realizing
that I Telt. But it just took some time Tor me to assimilate
that and the experience of time and the experience of dealiing
with peopie in publiic office as governor. 1L remember distinctiy
when I was standing up there making my acceptance speech at my
inauguration as first governor, iooking out at tThat crowd, and
there were thousands of people out there, and there were Dbiack

ones and They were all kinds of colors.

=
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ones and there were wh

I told my wife after that, I said, "1 just feit an eniargement of
responsibiliity to those peopie out there. L was <the only
governor they had. I was the oniy governor they had.’ And they

all seemed to fTeel excited and anxious and supportive, and 1t
just really, it reaily touched me very deepiy. Ihat Jdea of
obligation to eradicate influences that were moraily wrong and
fundamentally wrong, and against precepts that L had taiked about
and preached about in churches and was brought up 1in The sunday

5chools to understand, I just felt that couidn’t be adjusted with




This

@

beiief 1in right and wrong. 1t was Just wrong To se
happening.
JES DO you 3UPPOSE. o« « .

iLC: That had more, I think, and an honest and genuine

awareness that those people out there had a right to depend upon
ms . and I wanted them to have Taith in me, and their Taith, I
saw, went beyond just acceptance of s5tatus gquo. Finding new ways
to do new things.

JE 2 You know, governor, maybe in the way Things work 1n

-
—ts
[41]

END OF TAPE 1, SIDE B

END OF INTERVIEW




