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Social worker kicks off 
alderman campaign

By Sarah Glen
City Editor

Michelle Johnson starts every 
morning with a session of medita-
tion on her kitchen floor.

As a part-time yoga instruc-
tor and a full-time social worker, 
Johnson said practicing yoga 
while opening her private practice 
has enabled her to see people as 
holistic beings.

“It has completely transformed 
me physically, mentally, and 
emotionally,” she said. “We have 
to understand that our thoughts 
impact how we live, move and 
breathe.”

Now that her practice has 
taken off, Johnson is ready to 
accomplish a new goal: joining 
the Carrboro Board of Aldermen.

Johnson, who announced her 
candidacy on Friday, said talks of 
opening a CVS Pharmacy down 
the street from her 302 Weaver 
St. office piqued her interest in 
becoming an alderman.

“I started attending hearings 
and noticed in the process that 
CVS has not been willing to coop-
erate with resident interests,” she 
said. “Residents want a walkable, 
bikeable mixed-use space there 
that really fits the downtown.”

Aside from downtown devel-
opment, Johnson said she is also 
interested in promoting the local 
arts scene, human rights issues, 
and accessibility of services.

“What I understand is how 
power works and how systems 
work,” she said. “I can look at 
details and make a plan and think, 

By Meghan Gilliland
Staff Writer

A flurry of efforts by 
Republican state legislators to 
alter voting procedures has been 
viewed by some as an assault on 
voting rights in the state.

Several pieces of voting legisla-
tion have passed one chamber of 
the N.C. General Assembly and 
are being deliberated in commit-
tees. The bills would ban straight-
party ticket voting on ballots, 
shorten the early voting period by 
one week and require a form of 
state-issued photo identification 
at polling places.

 The voter ID bill, also known 
as “Restore Confidence in 
Government,” has received the 
most criticism from voting rights 
advocacy groups.

The groups say the bill will 
inhibit low-income, minority and 
elderly residents that are more 
likely to lack driver’s licenses from 
voting. A report by the state’s 
Fiscal Research Division found 
there are 885,537 registered vot-
ers without valid driver’s licenses 
or non-operators ID cards.

Republican sponsors of the bill 
say the ID requirement is a neces-
sary measure to deter voter fraud. 
Adam Sotak, organizing director 
for Democracy North Carolina, 
a nonpartisan organization that 
advocates for civic engagement, 
said the claim by Republican leg-
islators is unsubstantiated. 

“I’m still waiting for them to 
show me some proof on this wide-
spread voter fraud,” he said. “The 
facts tell us that it’s extremely rare 

in N.C. You’re more likely to be 
struck by lightning.”

But Susan Myrick, an elec-
tions analyst at the John W. Pope 
Civitas Institute, a conservative 
policy organization in the state, 
said voter fraud is not limited to 
cases that are reported.

“Fraud is supposed to be secre-
tive,” she said. “Nobody really 
knows if there is voter imperson-
ation fraud primarily because 
there are no specific rules against 
it.”

Critics of the Republican-
backed bill also say it is a thinly-
veiled measure to ensure a 
Republican presidential candidate 
earns the state’s electoral votes 
in the 2012 election. President 
Barack Obama won the state by 
less than 15,000 votes in 2008.

If the bill is signed into law, 
N.C. would become the eighth 
state in the country to require vot-
ers to provide a photo ID in order 
to cast a ballot.

Damon Circosta, executive 
director of the N.C. Center for 
Voter Education, said the bill still 
“needs a lot of work” in committee 
if it will be successfully imple-
mented before the 2012 elections. 
The $500,000 provisioned for 
voter education programs will be 
insufficient to properly inform 
voters about the changes, he said.

“Whenever you make a voting 
change of this magnitude — and 
make no mistake, this is the single 
largest change of voting proce-
dure in decades — you need to let 
people know about it,” he said.

Myrick said the potential ban 
on straight-ticket voting could 

Legislators propose to alter 
voting rules before 2012
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Michelle Johnson, a social worker, sits in her office in Carrboro. Johnson 
announced she will run for a seat on the Carrboro Board of Aldermen.

‘How will this be in three years?’”
Alderman Randee Haven-

O’Donnell, who is up for re-
election in 2013, said she thinks 
the board’s greatest issues in the 
next term will be economic devel-
opment, budget constraints and 
launching more town programs.

Haven-O’Donnell said an 
aldermen candidate should be 
approachable, open-minded, and 
a good listener.

“Anyone interested in running 
for office in Carrboro really needs 
to know Carrboro — downtown, 
around town and beyond town,” 
she said. “Being a creative thinker 
who approaches things from out-
side the box is what works.”

Aldermen Joal Hall Broun, 
Lydia Lavelle and Dan Coleman 

all have terms that expire this year 
but have not declared whether or 
not they will run for re-election.

Johnson’s husband, Jeffrey 
Herrick, who she met while they 
both volunteered as disc jockeys 
at the Duke radio station WXDU, 
said he thinks his wife makes a 
great candidate because she can 
assess information well and come 
to smart solutions.

“She’s been on numerous 
boards and is really interested in 
what’s going on” he said. “We nor-
mally watch the meetings on TV 
so we can heat up dinner at the 
same time, but lately we’ve been 
going in person.”

Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.

actually be an aid for voters. 
Many voters do not realize that 
the straight-ticket option does not 
include the presidential candi-
dates, she said. 

“If you look at the number of 
voters and then look at the num-
ber of presidential votes, there’s a 
significant drop,” she said. 

Chris Mackey, press secretary 
for Gov. Bev Perdue, said the gov-
ernor opposes efforts by legisla-
tors to limit voter accessibility. 

Mackey said Perdue would not 
comment on whether she would 
veto any of the bills because they 
are still in committee.

Contact the State & National 
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.

Voting legislation
Lawmakers at the N.C. General 
Assembly have proposed a 
number of bills that would 
affect voting in the state:

 H351:  House bill titled 
“Restore Confidence in 
Government” would require  a 
form of state-issued photo ID.   

 S411: Senate bill titled “Vote 
for the Person, Not the Party 
Act” would eliminate straight-
party ticket voting. 

  H658: House bill titled 
“Change Early Voting Period” 
would permit voting no ear-
lier than the second Thursday 
before an election.
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 entree
 buy 1 entree & 2 beverages, 
 get second entree of equal 
 or lesser value 50% off.
 Dinner time only. off 50 %

18-pc Belgian Chocolate Petites   .  .  .  .  . 3.99 ea
Our Famous Double Chocolate Cookie Tin .  . 1/3 off 
Italian Chocolate Truffl es .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19¢ ea
Father’s Day Chocolate Sampler .  .  .  . Half Price
Chocolate Caramel Treasure Chest  .  .  .  60% off
Signature Chocolate Chip Cookies, 2.5-oz 59¢ ea
World of Chocolate Gift Tin .  .  .  .  .  .  1/2 Price 
Moonshine Chocolate Cordials  .  .  .  .  . 40% off
Bavarian Chocolate Coffee, 1-lb .  .  .  .  .  . 7.89 ea
Godiva Gift Trunk.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40% off
Gourmet Chocolate Sauces, 6-oz  .  .  .  .  . 4.99 ea
Sugar-Free Chocolate Assortments  .  .  .  . 1/3 off
Chocolate Almonds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50% off
Belgian Chocolate Cocoa Pod .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8.95 ea
Chocolove Bars  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33% off
Extra Dark 77% Chocolate Mignonettes  .  . 25¢ ea
Chocolate Non xPareils .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40% off
Giant Chocolate Chip Cookie Tin  .  .  .  .  .  9.99 ea
Italian Gianduja Chocolates .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40% off
Famous Chocolate-Dipped Fruit .  .  .  .  .  .  1/3 off
Ritter Sport Sampler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2.49 ea
Blue Ridge Bon Bons .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50% off
Seattle Chocolate Bars .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2.49 ea
After Dinner Chocolate Mint Basket .  .  . 1/2 Price 
Belgian Chocolate Assortment  .  .  .  .  . 1.97 ea
Chocolate Treasures Gift Chest .  .  .  . Half Price
Chocolate-Dipped Peanuts, 1-lb .  .  .  .  .  . 3.99 ea
Cadbury Chocolate Finger Tin .  .  .  .  .  .  50% off
Danish Truffl e Cakes, 6.15-oz  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1.99 ea
“Thank You” Chocolate Gift Box   .  .  .  .  60% off
Chocobilly Cookies .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 99¢ ea
Tar Heel Chocolate Terrapins .  .  .  .  .  .  40% off
A Southern Season Cocoa  .  .  .  .  .  .  1/2 Price

Not valid on previous purchases. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. While supplies last.
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SALE ON EARTH

University Mall - Chapel Hill 
919-929-7133 - Open 10-7, Fri ‘til 9 

 Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays 
 all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery. 
 Limited delivery area. 

 Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays 
 all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery. 
 Limited delivery area. 

 Papa John’s Pizza
 607-B W. Franklin St.

 932-7575
 Order Pizza Online!

 www.papajohns.com

 HOURS
 Mon-Wed 10am-2am
 Thurs-Sat 10am-3am
 Sunday 11am-1am

 Accepts 
 UNC OneCard

 E XPIRES  7/6/11

 #1 in Customer Satisfaction!

 $ 7 99
 OFF 3 0 %

 ANY  LARGE 
 PIZZA

 ONLINE 
 ORDERS 

 during the week 
 of June 27th

 LARGE 1-TOPPING
 PIZZA

 + tax
 $ 1 1 00

 + tax

 e e 35 Chinese has the best variety of Chinese food around. You can choose 
 from over 50 items on our Super Buffet, or order from the extensive menu.

 Lunch 11am-2:30pm
 Friday/Saturday Dinner 4:30pm-10pm

 Sunday-Thursday Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm
 CLOSED  MONDAY

 University Square • 143 W. Franklin Street • Chapel Hill • 919.968.3488 • www.citysearch.com/rdu/35

 LOW FAT • N
O M

SG

 $1   OFF
 DINNER  BUFFET

 With your UNC student ID

 FREE DELIVERY

 Chinese Restaurant
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 Chinese Restaurant
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