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Resident has storied history of activism
By Chelsey Dulaney

Senior Writer

Barbara Trent has never been 
afraid to take a stand.

The Chapel Hill resident first 
became involved in activism 
during her high school years in 
Illinois and hasn’t stopped since.

“I’ve always had a real healthy 
sense of outrage,” Trent said. 

Fighting corruption has made 
her a target of FBI investigations, 
taken her across the globe and, 
finally, to the Academy Awards.

While helping families on 
welfare in the 1970s, Trent began 
the Rural Creative Workshop to 
integrate rural white communi-
ties with black neighborhoods 
through community activities.

“I was there to help them with 
what they said they wanted,” she 
said. “Often what the people in 
the community need is invisible to 
those who provide it.”

Trent later went on to train 
community organizers under the 
Jimmy Carter administration.

When she moved to California 
in 1982, she became involved in 
even larger issues after learning of 
the CIA’s wars in Central America.

Trent and her partner David 
Kasper made many documenta-
ries exposing similar government 
deceptions before taking on one 
of their largest projects — a film 
on the 1989 Panama invasion.

“We knew there had to be more 
to the story,” she said. “We wanted 
to keep the pressure on the U.S. 

government to continue to with-
draw its troops off those bases and 
return the land back to Panama.”

It took two years for Trent and 
Kasper to finish the film, entitled 
“The Panama Deception.”

But once it premiered, she said 
it became popular immediately, 
opening in 80 cities in the U.S., 52 
countries and in 23 languages.

In 1993, the film won her an 
Academy Award for best feature 
length documentary.

“It was a second of joy, 20 sec-
onds of pride on the walk to the 
stage, and from there on it was 
‘How do we express what people 
need to hear?’”

Trent and Kasper have made 
several other documentaries 
together including “Coverup: 

Behind the Iran Contra Affair” 
through their organization, the 
Empowerment Project.

Kasper said his background in 
filmmaking and Trent’s time in 
activism made them good partners.

“She always follows through 
and sees things to fruition,” he 
said. “That’s probably the biggest 
quality I admire in her.”

Today, Trent has taken a break 
from activism to operate The Old 
Oak Homestead in Chapel Hill — 
a self-sustaining, organic farm.

“I think it’s important for 
people to know how to survive as 
your infrastructure continues to 
collapse,” she said.

Kat Norcutt, a former UNC stu-
dent, has been working on Trent’s 
homestead through the World 

Playmakers awarded grants for Shakespeare plays
The BREAKDOWN of ‘Breaking History’

PlayMakers’ outreach features 
several main components:

 Performance: Will send artists 
to Fayetteville to perform scenes 
from the plays.

  Roundtable: Will open a dia-
logue between the Fayetteville 
military population and regional 

peace advocacy groups.

  Weekend Seminar: Will team 
up with UNC’s Program in the 
Humanities and Human Values to 
host a forum on war.

  Forum: Community forum with 
Pulitzer Prize-winning foreign 
correspondent Chris Hedges.

Get involved
Support Barbara Trent’s film 
work by donating to the 
Empowerment Project.

Info: empowermentproject.org

Contact: 919-928-0382

dth/erin hull
Academy Award winner Barbara 
Trent feeds one of her goats at The 
Old Oak Homestead. 

By Tariq Luthun
Arts Editor

Shakespeare’s work has proven 
timeless — PlayMakers Repertory 
Company is looking to take 
advantage of that.

On July 13, PlayMakers 
announced it had received two 
grants totaling $125,000 from the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
for their upcoming season’s pro-
ductions of Shakespeare’s “Henry 
IV” and “Henry V.”

The initial grant makes 
PlayMakers one of three theater 
companies awarded the larg-
est sum — $100,000 — for the 
upcoming season. 

“It is a huge statement of how 

they view us and the excellence 
in the work we are able to put 
out,” said Joseph Haj, PlayMakers 
artistic director.

Hannah Grannemann, 
PlayMakers managing director, 
said the grant will be dedicated to 
the upcoming productions.

The additional $25,ooo 
was awarded as part of the 
“Shakespeare for a New 
Generation” program held by the 
NEA in conjunction with Arts 
Midwest.

“If we had not received these 
grants, we would not be doing as 
much outreach, and we would 
not be making as spectacular pro-
duction elements as we will be,” 
Grannemann said.

Both plays are set in the early 
1400s. “Henry IV” focuses on war 
and succession of the crown in 
England, while “Henry V” focuses 
on England’s conquest of France, 
Haj said.

“These plays are 400 years old 
and they still speak in such a rel-
evant and immediate way to our 
current moment,” Haj said.

The plays will run in repertory 
for six weeks, starting in January 
when the outreach begins, said 
Jeffrey Meanza, director of educa-
tion and outreach.

“There is a strong connection 
between the Henry plays and 
America’s current engagements,” 
Meanza said.

PlayMakers will conduct a 

program titled Breaking History: 
Power, Politics and the Legacy of 
War, which consists of a number 
of events that will foster a dia-
logue between military veterans, 
military families and regional 
peace and justice organizations, 
said Meanza.

The program features a round-
table discussion, a weekend semi-
nar and plans to send artists to 
perform in areas like Fayetteville.

“(The plays) really are about 
the costs of war,” Haj said. “We 
wanted to use that as inspiration 
to make programming that would 
be meaningful to the community.”

Contact the Arts Editor 
at arts@dailytarheel.com.

Wide Opportunities on Organic 
Farms program this summer.

“Participating to this extent in 
the things that sustain you — in 
your food production, maintain-
ing your house — puts you in a 
place that’s humbling,” she said. 
“You’re constantly giving instead 
of taking all the time.”

Contact the City Editor 
at city@dailytarheel.com.

MORE

Godiva Gift Drum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60% off
All Clad Cast Aluminum Dutch Oven, 5.5-qt. . 75% off
Hungarian Swiss. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.49 lb
Kunde Cabernet Sauvignon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40% off
Musette French Mustards. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60% off
Front Porch Coffee Blend, 1-lb . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.99 ea
Our Famous Chocolate-Dipped Cherries . . . . 50% off
Tibvrtini White Wine Vinegar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40% off
Wüsthof Gourmet 5-pc Studio Set . . . . . . . . . $100 off
Prosciutto di Parma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.49 lb
WMF “Manaos” Flatware 5 ppl . . . . . . . . . . . . 75% off
Medford Farms Chicken Stock, 32-oz . . . . . . .$1.99 ea
Rishi Iced Teas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40% off
Milk Chocolate Macadamias, 1-lb . . . . . . . . . $5.00 ea
Drinkware Stainless Steel Water Bottles  . . . . 50% off
Panda Licorice, 7-oz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/2 price
Viking Chef’s Knife, 8” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40% off
Commanderie de Peyrassol Rosé . . . . . . . . .$14.99 ea
Signature Champagne Flutes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60% off 
Italian Amaretti, 7-oz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.49 ea
Overstock Aprons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75% off
Hachez European Chocolate Bars . . . . . . . . . . 50% off
Petey’s Bing Cherry Energy Drink, 12-oz. . . . . 33% off
Cocktail Garnish and Stirrer, 9.7-oz . . . . . . . . $4.49 ea
Tezza Red & White Wine, 1-L . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.99 ea
Il Grezzo Olive Oil, 25.5-oz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.97 ea
Yorkshire Gold Teabags, 40-ct . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40% off
North Carolina Hoop Cheese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.49 lb
Decaf Moka Java, 1-lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.99 ea
Cocoa-Dusted Almonds, 1-lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50% off 
Belle Glos Meiomi Pinot Noir . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.99 ea
Parmesan Artichoke Cheese Straws . . . . . . . . 50% off
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Not valid on previous purchases. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. While supplies last. Now through July 31, 2011.
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University Mall 6 Chapel Hill 6  
Open 10-7, Fri ‘til 9 6 919-929-7133  

 Kenmore and Whirlpool Washer & Dryer sets 
 priced from $350-$450

 • Free Delivery  • 1 Year Warranty
 • Student Discounts & Specials

 Call 919.475.4461 or 919.571.3380

 6300 L IMOUSINE DR. , RALEIGH, NC 27617

 919-967-9053
 300 E. Main Street • Carrboro
 JULY

 Serving  CAROLINA BREWERY  Beers  on Tap!

 The  BEST  live music ~ 18 & over admitted
 www.catscradle.com

 **Advance ticket sales at SchoolKids  Records (Raleigh), CD Alley (CH). 
 Buy tickets on-line: www.etix.com  |  For phone orders CALL 919-967-9053

 WE ARE ALSO PRESENTING...

 OCTOBER (cont)

 MONDAY, AUGUST 8
 DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE

 KOKA BOOTH AMPHITHEATRE

 MONDAY, 
 JULY 25

 THE 
 SUBMARINES

 22 FR  DEX ROMWEBER DUO / Album Release show w/ BIRDS OF AVALON 
 and Eric Sommer** ($10)

 23 SA  GIRLS ROCK Showcase
 24 SU  THE DEVIL MAKES THREE w/ MANDOLIN ORANGE** ($12/$14)
 25 MO  THE SUBMARINES  w/ Matt Douglas (FREE SHOW!)
 26 TU  CHRIS WEBBY w/ Skyblew and Ed Ruger** ($14/$16)
 27 WE  JOSH RITTER w/ Yellowbirds** ($18/$20)
 29 FR  SLOWHAND: A TRIBUTE TO ERIC CLAPTON** ($12/$15)
 30 SA  COSMIC CHARLIE / Jerry Garcia Birthday celebration** ($10/$12)

 5 FR  BROTHER ESAU** ($6/$8)
 6 SA  CHATHAM COUNTY LINE w/ Justin Robinson & the Mary Annettes** 

 ($14/$17)
 9 TU  KURT VILE w/ True Widow and Old Bricks** ($12/$15)
 10 WE  TOAD THE WET SPROCKET w/ Mark Kano** ($22/$25)
 19 FR & 20 SA    ARCHERS OF LOAF (sold out)
 31 WE  THE HOLD STEADY w/ The Donkeys** ($18/$20)

 3 SA  K.O.KID
 6 TU  An Acoustic Evening with THE WEEPIES** ($18/$20)
 9 FR  GHOSTLAND OBSERVATORY** ($20/$23)
 10 SA  BRUCE COCKBURN** ($28/$30; seated show)
 11 SU  STARF*CKER w/ Beat Connection** ($12/$14)
 16 FR  ATARI TEENAGE RIOT** ($14/$16)
 17 SA  GIRLS** ($14/$16)
 20 TU  MEAT PUPPETS** ($13/$15)
 22TH  MEGAFAUN** ($12)
 23 FR  MELISSA FERRICK w/ Ria Mae** ($16/$18)
 27 TU  CUT COPY w/ Washed Out and Midnight Magic** ($25)
 28 WE  THE JOY FORMIDABLE w/ Fang Island** ($13/$15; on sale 7/22)
 30 FR  WHO’S BAD? ($15)

 2 SU  THE LEMONHEADS performing It’s A Shame About Ray ** ($17/$20)
 3 MO  TAPES N TAPES w/ Howler** ($14/$16)

 SHOWS @ Local 506  (Chapel Hill) 
 July 21  A Special Acoustic Evening with HEARTLESS BASTARDS** ($12/$14)
 July 30  JOLIE HOLLAND** ($12/$14)
 Sept. 11  MINIATURE TIGERS** ($10/$12)
 Sept. 14  Dan Andriano from The Emergency Room (feat. Dan Andriano 

 of Alkaline Trio)** ($10/$12)
 Sept. 18  THE LOW ANTHEM** ($13/$15; on sale 7/22)
 Sept. 20  SECRET CHIEFS 3** ($15)
 Sept. 21  NICK 13 (Of Tiger Army)** ($12)
 Oct. 25  THE WOMBATS w/ The Postelles and Static Jacks** ($10/$12)
 Nov. 11  THE SEA AND CAKE** ($14/$16)
 SHOWS @ Koka Booth Amphitheatre  (Cary) 
 Aug  8:  DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE w/ Frightened Rabbit  
 Sept. 19  RAY LAMONTAGNE w/ Brandi Carlile 
 SHOWS @ Raleigh Amphitheatre
 FR July 29  BON IVER w/ the Rosebuds** (tickets available via Ticketmaster)
 WE Sept 21  FLEET FOXES w/ THE WALKMEN (Tix via Ticketmaster)
 TU Sept 27  WILCO w/ Nick Lowe** 
 SHOW @ Motorco   (Durham) 
 Sept. 17  FRUIT BATS and VETIVER w/ Citay**

 SHOWS @ The ArtsCenter   (Carrboro) 
 Aug. 16  ERIC JOHNSON** ($24/$32 VIP Seating)
 Aug. 24  AN EVENING with RICHARD BUCKNER AND DAVID KILGOUR** 

 ($14/$16)
 Sept. 21  ADRIAN BELEW POWER TRIO w/ STICK MEN featuring…
 Sept. 24  WHY?** ($15)
 SHOW @ Casbah  (Durham)   
 Sept. 24  THE OLIVIA TREMOR CONTROL w/ The Music Tapes** ($13/$15)
 SHOW @ Disco Rodeo  (Raleigh)   
 Oct. 12  ARCTIC MONKEYS w/ Smith Westerns** ($24/$27)
 SHOWS @ Kings  (Raleigh)
 July 22  8 PM EARLY SHOW: MOONFACE w/ Flow Child** ($10/$12)
 Sept 22:  MATT POND / ROCKY VOTOLATO** ($12/$14)
 SHOWS @ Lincoln Theatre  (Raleigh)
 Sept. 13  OKKERVIL RIVER** ($16/$18)
 Sept. 22  THE HEAD AND THE HEART w/ Thao With The Get Down Stay 

 Down and The Devil Whale** ($15/$17)
 Oct. 6  THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA** ($35/$25)

 4 TU  FRIENDLY FIRES** ($15/$18)
 5 WE  TUNE-YARDS w/ Pat Jordache** ($12/$14)
 7 FR  THE GOURDS** ($15)
 8 SA  BOYCE AVENUE** ($18/$20)
 11 TU  THRICE** ($18/$21; on sale 8/1)
 13 TH  IRATION w/ Tomorrow’s Bad Seeds and Through The Roots** ($12/

 $14; on sale 7/22)
 21 FR  WILD FLAG** ($15/$17)
 24 MO  ELECTRIC SIX w/ Kitten** ($12/$14)
 25 TU  MIKE DOUGHTY AND HIS BAND FANTASTIC w/ Moon Hooch** ($16/$18)
 28 FR  RA RA RIOT w/ Delicate Steve and Yellow Ostrich** ($16/$18; on 

 sale 7/25)
 29 SA  REV HORTON HEAT, SUPERSUCKERS, Dan Sartain** ($18/$21)
 30 SU  BORIS w/ Asobi Seksu** ($15)

 AUGUST

 SEPTEMBER

 OCTOBER

 SATURDAY,
 AUGUST 6
 CHATHAM 

 COUNTY LINE

 407696.CRTR


