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Atianta, Ge=orgia

START OF TAPE 1, S1IDE A May 10, 18890
GRACE HAMILTON: I must have been tThers tTweive or fiftesan

yaars. L've forgotten exactiy.

JOHN EGERTOMN: Do vyou know about when you TfTirst took that

aH 3 I took the job din ‘t42, 1 think it was, and stayed

JE: Up in the '50s.

GH: Yeah, until just a couple of ye

jei]

rs 390,
JE I noticed that vyou were on the board of the ZSouthern
Fzgional Council, right from the very first, 13844,

GH: Right from the bsginning, I think.

JE: Weres you involived with the Committ=ze on Interracial
Cooperation before fthen?

the Council.

—+

GH: ¥ , befor

ity
1
M

JE: VYou were involved in it, too?

GH: Y¥Yes, I was a member of that.

@

JE: Di1d you go to that Durham Conference in 19437
GH: No, I didn't go to that.

JE: Was thesre any particular reason why you didn't go?

1

GH: No, it just wasn't convenient at the tims.

JE 2 Just didn't work out. Then tThey had the mesting h

[t4]
D

r
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There was a group of whites who met here Tirst, and thesn they had

rom both of thoss

—+

another meeting in Richmond where some psoplie

two mestings, kind of deisgates, went togsther. 0id vyou by any

chance go to that?



GH: I didn't go to that =ither

JE S Then they had another mesting back in atlanta, and
that's when they drew up the charter.

GH: That's right. I was in that meeting.

(44

JE? You wesre invoived 1in that. Raiph McGill was th

chairman of those first efforts--the fTirst Atlanta meeting that

31

was white people and then the JTater Atlanta meeting when 1t was

whites and blacks.

JE ¢ Yes, but then he disappe=arsed from all of this, and I'm
real curious to know why he didn't continue his involvement with
the Southern Regional Council.

t bu
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GH: He probabliy was ju

3

Ve
JE: You think that's all 1t was?
GH: I think that's aill it was.

JE 3 Didn't have to do with any di ment about
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direction?

GH: No, I don't think so.

VISITOR: Was he the editor of the Constitution at that
time?
JE: Y¥Yes. He was alirsady the sditor.
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GH: No, I don't think thesr
Ffundamental dirsction.

JE2 You Telt Tike he was pointed in the right direction?

GH: ¥es, he was a Triend and wanted to further the right

a«fforts.



Ve I wasn't h z0 I'm no
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vou much input.
JE: Right at the very beginning of 3RC, I think sven in the

very fTirst g

[t

neral membership mesting which would have bsen 1n

December of 1844, there was a debate over what the Council's

4
D

position ought to bes on the issue of sesaregation. One group of

[ty

people said, "Ssgregation i3 what the probiem is in the South and

‘w
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d to stand four square against it, right from the fTirst."

o
o]

Another group said, '"wWell, I agrese with that, but it we that,

wa're going to lose all of this white support that we nsed, and

wa'11l be insffective and s0 it will come to naught,’ and They had

ity
(¢
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& big argument. 0o you remember that?

[$4

GH: No, I wasn't in the group then. I mean, I wasn't in 1t
anough to Tollow that.

JE: Does that d

84

bate over what's the right strategy for thse

1940's give vyou any fTesling about whsre you might have stood on

GH: Oh, I'm sure I would have bsen with the ones who wser

@

four squars against segregation.

in that position.
GH: Yes, I would think they'd have to bse.
JE: But a great many of the whites were not.
GH: I know that.

JE: I want to just mention soms namss To you and gst some

i3
44

nse fTrom you of where you felt they stood on this issue at that

time. Virginius Dabney.




GH: 1 didn't know him well enough to maks a judgment.

JE: Charles 3. Johnson.

GH: Oh, he was on the right position. He wouid have besen
with the intsarationists.

JE: He was a pretty important person to alil this, don't you

GH: Yes, & very important person, and very good friend of
mine.

JE: Guy Johnson.

GH: Guy Johnson, I think would have been with the right
group Too.

JE: Howard Odum.

GH: And so would Howard Odum.

JE: WwWill Alexander.

GH: And so would he be., Those JTast three white pesople were
people that were misunderstood gre=atiy.

JE: Why do you think they weres? Wwhat do you think it was
about their position that pesople didn't understand?

GH: well, the white people didn't have any patience with
anybody that seemed to be favoring the abolition of segregation.
I think that was 1itT. 50 they just turned thumbs down on them
bscause they thought they were on the wrong side oTf the feance.

JE: Then on the other hand, tThere would have been some

people who would have said that they were dragging their feet,

JE: So they're kind of caught in the middle there.




JE 2 The sams a bilacks weres caught in the middle. It

3
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they were not militant enough on the issus and wanted to take
more agaressive action, then a Tot of psople dumpsd on them, and
other pezople said they were going too far. Everybody sesmed to
get caught in the crack, didnit they? Wwhat about Lillian Smith?

GH: I knew her pretty wsil.

JE: what did you think about her? 5he didn't have much fo
do with SRC.

GH: No, but she was always in the right position. she was

always a woman who just went on her own way. Regretted 1T people

didn't understand, but that didn't her .

1
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v: Wwhat was one of the books she wrote?
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JE: 5She wrote a novel calied Strange Fruit, which was about

an interracial romance.

v: Right, I was trying to remember the n
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JE 2 And then she wrote a wondertul book called Killers of

the Dregm. It was a non-Tiction book, and I thought that was one
of the best books 1'd ever read about the South.

GH: And a real contribution at the time it cams out.

[t

dEs 1949, I believe, it came out, and 1t was a Time when

GH: We nesded some p=opie to spzak cisariy.
JE: Needed badly fTor somsbody to maks those kinds of

it

tatements. And I had a feeling--now, you Teil me iT I'm wrong
about this--that at that time, 3RC had not realily come to grips
with that.

GH: I think vou're probabiy right.




JE 3 They weren't yet ready to make the kinds of statements
that she was making.

GH Hard and fast, no, they weren't,. They were moving
toward that.

JE3 They were trying to get there, but 1t was a slow
process.

GH: They hadn't gotten therse yet.

D

JIE 3 Thaere were people, of course, individually at 3RC who
had those feelinags, Tike Mrs. Tilly and George Mitchell.
GH: That's right.

JE: I never had a fT

®
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Ting that they didn't beliieve in that,

but they didn't--and I don't want to say they were afraid sither.

3

GH: No, it was just that that was not their way of work.

JEZ And they didn't want fto lose. That's what I reaily
want to say.

GH: And they didn't want to Toss what they had.

JE? They didn't want fto take & position and say, ''Here's
where we are, and we'lre going to make this happen,? and then get
run over with a steam rolier and not be able to Tight any Tongsr.

GH: That's right.

JE: That wouid have bessn a big joss.
GHz: I'm sure that was their fTeeliing. They didn't want to

cut off the support they had by be=ing too. . . .

Vi Wasn't he a Teader in S5RC, Mitchell?

JdE3 Right, he was the director fTor a long time. He

[i4
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Toaned a Tot of his own monsy to SRC.

GH: Did he? In the very sarly days?




JE 2 Yes, in the days when the monsy was hard to comes by.
He didn't take his paycheck somestimes too.

¥V: Was he a southerner?

JE: He was. He was fTrom virginia, I think. 5RC had a hard
time getting monesy and support, did it?

GH : In the earily days. They had a few Taithful friends,
but it was really hard to come by.

JE: which I guess i3 a way of saying that the white South,
the money in the South, was still on the side of segregation, and
it was really hard to gensrate any kind of a movemesnt away fTrom

gregation at that time.

GH: Oh, it was.

JE 3 5t3171 and all, Mrs. Hamilton, when I Took back on that
time, it sszems to me that 1945 to 1950 was about the last chance
the South had, mavbe the oniy chance it ever had, to kind of fix
its own social wagon. You know what I mean?

GH: I think you're probabiy right. That was the Time.

JE3 That was the time. And when they couldn't accomplish
that by 19%0-1-2, and ail of the communist stuff was going on,
and all of the. . . .

GH: They missed the boat.

JE 2 It was too late. It took twenty-five vears of turmoil
then., .

GH: To overcoms.

JE: To get us to where we ars.

GH: I agrese with you. I think thatis a veryv. . . .




v: Wwhen you'‘re saying twenty-five years, you mean from the
"405 to the '60s7

JE: Right. In other words, if those pesople could have

somehow persuaded the South, "This is what we need to do, and
wa're ultimately going to have to do anyway. 50 why don't we
figure out a way to do it now?! Then they couid have avoided

having to go through all the killings and the bloodshed and the
pain and agony and turmoil to get exactly where we ended up,
where we would have besn then. and in soms ways, we would have

been & whole lTot farther down ths road than we arse now.

JE: But you know, maybe things just have their own time to

d that up.

[$4]

happen, and there wasn't any way to spe
GH: You can't re=ally manage history.
¥: I think as far as human relations goss it's a long haul.
JE: It's still a Tong haul.

v: well, it is but so many impressions and ideas, and very

it!s inheritance, I think, from famiiial sattings and
communities. They want to carry on the same old patterns. Those

are hard to break. Not that you need to bresak some of them, but
those that. . .

JE: The ones that you do, vou nesd to break them bad.
Another sort of impression that I think I'm coming to when I
study this time is that the major institutions in society failed
at that point. The church, if you Took back in the '30s5 and sven
in the =arly '40s, you can hear expressions of white Baptists and

Methodists and Presbyterians and Episcopalians 1in the 3South



zaying we n=zed to do right by our coliored brethren. aAnd by the
time 1950 came along, vou couid hardly hear those voices at all.
, 11Kk

And early on the universitis the University of North

1
D

Carolina when Frank Porter Graham was there, was a great l1iberal
institution, and by the time he went off to the Senate and then
got beat, that place got gquiet and it stayed quist fTor twenty-
five years.

GH: That's right.

JIE 3 And the press was that way. There was a Time 1in the
308 when T1ittle newspapers Tike Macon and Savannah and small
daily papers around the South were saving we nesd to do bestter
than this. We nesd to make some changes.

GH: ? )

JE: And then thesy got quiet. I'm thinking just at the time
when it was crucial to have a sort of institutional Tramework
that would support a movement Tike this, 1t wasn't there.

GH: Evervbody drew back.

JE: They disappeared.

Wl wWhy do you think that 1s? You think 1t was JTack of
money? WwWell, the war was in there for a psriod of time.

GH: People are fundamentaliy timid, I think.

JE: I think that's got a Tot to do with it.

v: What?
JE: People are fundamentally timid. They don't Tike

confrontation and they don't Tike unpisgasantness and they don't
want to have turmoil. I think they saw. . . .

GH: Thay want to be on the side of p

D

ac

D




JE: They want peace, sometimes at any price.

GH: Wwant to be on the side of peacs.
JEZ And I think peoplie just got fTrightened. They hesard

psople saying, "If vyou beiieve 1in integration, vyou must bes a

communist.! and when you heard that kind of stuff, people just
sort of got quiet. They just quieted down.

V: Go in the cioset and hide.

JE: And that makes me think of the old 3Southern Conference
for Human welfare. Remember that organization? That started in
Birmingham in 1938. They had 1500 peoplie at the first meeting of

that, including some governors and senators, Jlot of church

people, and university people. And about %00 out of the 1500
ware black. and within six vyears they were being called a

communist organization, and they could have had their convention
in a telephone booth.

GH: That's right.

JE: They got branded with that Tabel.

GH: That's right, and that heid on for many a day.

JET 5ure did. The Highlander Folk School was another

GH: Oh yeah, I was on that board from the very beginning.

JE: ¥You were on the Highlander board?

¥: WwWhat's the man, just died?
JE: Myles Horton, just disd.

GH: Was a good friend of mine. You say he just died?

10




JE: Yes, he just diesd just a few months ago.

1]

GH: I don't think I realized that.

[Interruption]

¥: Southern Conference of Human welifare, that's the one you

ware speaking about.
JE: Right. Organized in Birmingham.

GH: Got branded by the right as very leftist.

JE3 Really did. Aubrey WwWilliams was 1in there. Yyou
raemamber him?

GH: Yeah.

JE: And Clark Foreman.

GgH: Clark Foreman, that's right.

JE: Those were pesoplie you knew, I bet?

GH: vYes, I did. I knew Clark Foreman better than I did. .

JE: He was fTrom aAtlanta, I believe?
GH: VYeah, he was
JE: In fact, I believe he was a nephew of oid, the guy who

owned the paper.
GH: I think he was.
JE: Wwho was a real conservative man, wasn't he?
GH: He was something. I don't think he was as conservative

as a lot of pesople branded him. He had a good mind, and that's

33

always a handicap sometimes.

JE: One othsr thing I want to see if you can remember. In
1951, after S5RC had gone for ssven years without ever making a
specific poliicy statement against segregation, a special

of th mb
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committese was appointed. You were on



JE: To draw up a new policy of SRC that would make a

GH: I remember the episode, but I don't remember anything
about what happened really.

JE: well, vyou did. There was a group. Charies Johnson was
the chairman, and you were there, and Albert Dent.

r these other

[t

mb

8]

m

14
4]

GH: I remember being on 1it, and I r

membar .

(34

paople that were working with it, but that's all I r
JE2 You all came out with a statemsant that did finally put

5RC on record as being opposed to segregation.
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GH: That was the first time in I don't know when, and a lot
of people didn't Tike that.

JE: Even then, there s3till were peoplie who Telit. . . .

GH: That wasn't necessary.

Vi WwWhat yvear was that, '517

JE2 51, I mentionad Virginius Dabney? He resigned over

GH: 0C0id he? I remembsr that he was one of onss. . . .

JE: That went too far for him. And hereis a guy who wrote

(4]
]

@ book in 1832 called Liberalism in the South, and twenty years

Tater. . .+ .

v: Backed out.

14

JE 2 Hz felt l1ike it was going too far. 50 you see ther

was this sliding down hill therse.




GH: S71iding down hili.

JE: Went on. And it kept on until Tinally 1954, the Brown
decision, and '55, the Montgomsry bus boycott, and then ths civil
rights activity that just started up right about then. I think

in the South, and it took the
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it took the protests of bi

to make 1t happen. And
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court decisions of the U.5.

~

if it hadn't besesn for those two things, we'd still b 57tting

D

O « 3 =

[¢4]

around waiting for these psopl
v: I think vou're right about that.
JE: <Changes their mind.

GH: I think you're probably right about that. It was very
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GH: No, ‘'cause all the peopie that I had had besn my
friends before. This wasn't my first contact. My reiationship
with them was not, thisz was not the fTirst spisode. 20 you know,
friendship Tasts, dossnit 1t? It dossn't rise and Tall on that
kind of. . . .

JE? You'd have besn psrfsctiy in your rights, I think

though, if vyou'd s=said, "Look hsre, now, I'm getting sick and

GH: Yeah, I'm surs of 1it. A Jot of peoplie didn't
understand how you could put up with 1T. How vyou could put up
with the whites' szlownsss.

JE: ¥Yeah, it's incredible. It's hard to believe, real




GH:  Yeah, it certainiy is. 1t makes vou appreciate all the

more how Tar the South ha because 1t certainiy has moved

3
O
0
3
@

from those days.

O

JES It has. You know, therels no getting around that. I

1y
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zti11 don't think it's moved neariy Tar enough, but it sur

ome & long way.

e

JE: It is 1ike another pliace in a Tlot of ways.

GH: And I think thsre are a few more voices on rezally ths
right side.

JE:  Oh yeah, I think so too.

GH: They may not carry much weight, but they're s5till

JE: I know that McGill got some criticism Tater on for not
having come around to this position.

GH: I know hes did.

JE: You know, after the Brown decision, he was as

courageous as anvbody. He took a lot of hsat after that.

GH: That's right. But he was really criticized before
that, and I gusss to soms extent afterwards. People didn't

understand him.
JE: Did you sver say anything to him about it back in those

days before?

GH s I don't remember that I ever spokes to him about it
directiy. I didn't have any sympathy for the pszopie who were s0

against him.

Wi o H

ity

was really a pretty good editor, though, wasn't he?

T4




JE: Y¥Yeah, he was that.

GH: And he was a good inTluence.

JEZ And even in those ye=ars when hes would not tTake a
position on segregation, hes'd Tight into Herman Talmadge with
both fists Tlying.

GH:  Yes, ( ? )

JE 2 It wasn't that he was on that side. I never would want

to suggest that.
GH: No, hes never was.
JE: It was just that he couidn't. . . .
GH: He couldn't go the whoie horse.

4]

JE: No, he couldn't. He kept saying, "wWe nszed to work this

t federal laws

o
iy

out ourseives, and it's not going to do to g

passed, and all this Truman civil rights program and all that

business. we'!ll work it out ourseives.' And then there'd be
another lynching and. . . .

GH: And sverybody would turn on him.

JEZ Everybody'd turn on him and say, 'well, vyou know,
vou're partiy responsible for all of this.! You remember that

terrible Tynching over at Monros?

GH: I remember ths name.

JE: Killed four black, two coupies wers murdered by a group
of people.

GH: ¥Yes, I remember the episode.

JE 2 That was in the summer of '46. And Ralph McGill had
been writing editorials all summer long, attacking the Klan and

attacking the Tynchers and all that, but saying, 'wWe're getting




better. We're going to work this thing out, and we don't have
that kind of troubile Tike we used to.'

iaH: And then that cams along.

JE:  And then, bang, that happened. It was awful. And old
Talmadge, E11is Arnall iz somebody else I wanted to ask vyou
about. what did you think of him when he was governor?

GH: I thought he was a good governor. I thought he did all
h= thought he could do.

JE? He s=emed to go Tarther than just about anybody had

D

before or since up until Jimmy Carter.

GH: That's right. He was a misunderstood man, greatly
misunderstood.

JE: He got a Tot of fiak from conservative whites. But he
was still governor when that happened, and he was out of the
state, and I think it just tore him to piesces. He just didn't
know what to make of it.

¥: This Tynching occurred in Gsorgia?

JE: Right over hesrs in Monros.

GH The Tynching was 1in Monros County, Monroes, Georgia,

JE:  Then old Talmadge said, ‘well. . . .

GH: I toid vou so0.

JE: He pretty much said it was Ralph McGill's fault and
E17is Arnall'ls fault. The guy's too much. I guess I'm going to
go out and talk to him one of these days.

v: Talmadge? [Laughter] It should bes interesting?

GH:  Yeah, that would be interesting.

iB




JE: I got some questions I want to ask him.

¥: Where did you grow up?

JE: I was born down here at Crawford wW. Long Hospital. But
my Daddy was a traveling salesman, and we Tived here for thirty
days. I spent all my childhood in Kentucky, in a Tittie small

town in Kentucky.
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where, what vou cail it, Katherine said she went
for a family reunion. ¥Yeah, that should have beesn interestin
JE 2 when I was a 1ittle kid, maybe tweive or thirteen,

summer in  thi

D

3

Katherine came from North Carolina to spend th

Tittle town where I Tived. Her mother and my grandmother were

zisters, and she had never bsen to the town where her mother came
from, where she grsw up. s5he married a preacher and they went

away and had a family, and Katherine was the oldest of that

@

family. She came back that summsr in ‘47 or '8 to see the place

where har mother had coms from. And we all f=217 in JTove with
har, and we just kind of adopted her, you know. She was our

cousin. I've stayed in touch with her ever since.

v: All these years. Isn't that interssting.

JE 2 In fact, she and my mother began the ciosest friends.
They were just about thes sames age.

Wi Like sisters?

JE 3 Yzah. That was the first time they had sver met, was
that summer, and they just. . . .

M2 Katherine was right here during the thick of all of
5. 5he always had friends on the right side.

v: 5She's a pretty versatile person, too, isn't she?
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JE? Yeah, she was a secretary at SRC and treasur
then she worked for the YWCA for a long tims.

GH: She went to the ¥ back in the davs when I first worked

JE: She's done & lot of things.

' She was telling this story about the woman who's with
the National Council of Negro Women now, who used to be at the V.

JE: Dorothy Height?

Ve Right. Little personal incidents with her [Taughter],
rather funny you know.

JE: Katherine's got a great sense of humor.
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W 5he has. and to remember all those, i
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insignificant, but Tittle anscdotes, you know. Does she d
writing herself?

JE3 No, not much. I wish she would.

¥: She'd have soms interssting things to savy.

h has a brothear who makes movies, makes

(€3]

JE

M

documentaries,

¥: Yeah, she spoks of him.

JE: He traveled a lot.

GH: | ? )

JE: I don't think she ever does, no.

aH 3 I don't think she doss, but she's in touch with her
brother.

JE2 Yyeah, she stayed in touch with him. He worksd for
Gunnar Myrdal. You remember the Myrdal study back in the =arily

405,




GH 2 Yes, yas,
JE: He did a lTot of field work for him that

that's mainly what I wanted to talk to you about.
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GH: Well, it's been a great pl ©

[t4]
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