
Thursday, February 28, 2008	 NEWS	 The Carrboro Citizen     Page 3   

School board member resigns
Orange	 County	 School	 Board	 member	 Dennis	

Whitling	resigned	last	week	following	his	arrest	sev-
eral	days	prior.		

Whitling,	 52,	 was	 charged	 with	 embezzlement,	
false	 pretense,	 obstruction	 of	 justice	 and	 corporate	
malfeasance.	He	had	served	on	the	school	board	for	
almost	four	years.	

He	is	accused	of	stealing	more	than	$58,000	from	
the	Durham	 law	firm	owned	by	Thomas	 J.	Stevens,	
where	he	worked	from	1984	to	2007.	Whitling	left	the	
firm	in	2007	to	start	his	own	business.	

The	board	decided	it	would	not	fill	Whitling’s	seat	
before	the	May	election.	

Hillsborough drought workshop
Orange	County	will	hold	an	informational	work-

shop	 about	 ways	 to	 cope	 with	 the	 drought	 for	 well	
water	 users	 in	 rural	 areas	 on	 March	 5	 at	 7	 p.m.	 at	
Stanback	Middle	School	in	Hillsborough.	

Speakers	will	present	an	update	and	forecast	on	the	
drought	situation,	information	about	wells	and	water	
production	in	Piedmont	North	Carolina	geology,	how	
to	use	sustainable	landscaping	practices	and	other	ba-
sic	tips	on	conserving	ground	water.

For	more	information,	contact	David	Stancil,	envi-
ronmental	and	resource	conservation	director,	at	245-
2590	or	dstancil@co.orange.nc.us.

Youth charged in shooting
The	 Chapel	 Hill	 Police	 Department	 on	 Monday	

charged	17-year-old	David	Earl	Ellis	Jr.	with	attempt-
ed	first-degree	murder	in	the	shooting	of	a	16-year-old	
victim.

Ellis	is	accused	of	shooting	the	victim	on	Johnson	
Street	 on	 Monday	 evening.	 He	 is	 being	 held	 in	 the	
Orange	County	jail	under	a	$200,000	secured	bond	
and	appeared	in	court	in	Hillsborough	on	Tuesday.

OWASA meets to discuss shortage
At	 its	 meeting	 tonight	 (Thursday),	 the	 OWASA	

board	 will	 discuss	 declaring	 a	 Stage	 Three	 Water	
Shortage,	which	would	include	additional	restrictions	
and	surcharges	for	water	use.	The	meeting	is	at	7	p.m.	
at	the	Chapel	Hill	Town	Hall	and	will	be	televised	on	
local	 cable	 channel	 18.	 Water	 reserves	 have	 steadily	
dwindled	since	 last	 summer.	Recent	 rainfall	has	not	
significantly	 raised	 lake	 levels	 and	 the	 current	 sup-
ply	 would	 last	 about	 five	 or	 six	 more	 months	 with-
out	further	rainfall.	OWASA	staff	recommended	that	
the	Stage	Three	Shortage	be	declared	if	lakes	were	at	
less	than	45	percent	capacity	at	the	end	of	the	month.	
They	stand	at	about	40	percent	now.

The	board	will	also	consider	the	use	of	Jordan	Lake	
as	a	reservoir	in	the	future,	but	it	would	be	years	be-
fore	the	necessary	infrastructure	could	be	built.

MLK resurfacing
Today	 (Thursday)	 a	 company	 hired	 by	 OWASA	

will	repave	part	of	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Boulevard	
in	Chapel	Hill	where	OWASA	recently	repaired	a	wa-
ter	main.	The	work	is	expected	to	last	from	9	a.m.	to	
4	p.m.	but	weather	and	other	 factors	may	affect	 the	
schedule.	Only	one	lane	will	be	closed	at	a	time,	but	
drivers	are	encouraged	to	use	alternate	routes.	There	
is	also	expected	to	be	some	noise	and	dust	created	by	
the	work.

Census jobs
The	 US	 Census	 Bureau	 is	 hiring	 census	 workers	

for	Chatham	County.	About	300	workers	are	needed	
in	the	next	three	weeks	and	can	earn	from	$13.75	to	
$15.25	per	hour.	Most	of	 the	 available	positions	 are	
part-time	and	temporary.	Potential	workers	must	take	
a	basic	skills	test	and	agree	to	work	about	20	hours	a	
week.	English	and	Spanish	speakers	are	needed.	For	
more	information	call	1-866-673-2008.	The	hearing	
impaired	can	call	(704)	344-6114.
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Subscription
do you envy the folks who have their very own 

subscription to The Citizen?

do you wonder how in the world you can help 
Carrboro’s community newspaper bring you more 

stuff like Ken Moore, Val Schwartz and Phil Blank?

Well, friends, the wait is OVER!

Here’s how:
1. Head on over to www.
carrborocitizen.com and click the 
Virtual Subscription button. You’ll 
find a handy (and secure) Paypal 
portal you can use to purchase your 
subscription.
2. Choose your subscription level: 

$26 – Citizen Subscriber
$52 – Citizen Supporter
$104 – Super Citizen

oR
3. Fill in the form to the right and 
mail it with your check to Carrboro 
Citizen, P.O. Box 248, Carrboro NC 
27510.
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q $26 – Citizen Subscriber
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Need a Citizen actually delivered to your 
home? Go to www.carrborocitizen.com and click 
“subscribe.” Be sure to check our home delivery 
area map. A one year subscription is only $26.

It’s
Hot!

By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

Madeline	Clara	Smith	spent	the	
first	part	of	her	100th	birthday	in	a	
way	any	of	us	would	have	it.

“I’ve	 been	 on	 the	 phone	 all	
morning,”	she	said	in	a	voice	that	
was	 surprisingly	 strong	 and	 un-
mistakably	that	of	a	true	Mainer.	

As	the	calls	from	family	mem-
bers	kept	rolling	in,	the	Lewiston,	
Maine	native	spent	that	time	on	
the	phone	in	the	comfy	confines	
of	her	Covenant	Place	apartment,	
where	she	keeps	an	impressive	va-
riety	of	houseplants.

She	is	quick	to	answer	one	of	
the	most	standardized	questions	
in	journalism.

Q: How did you live to be 100?
A: Oh, how should I know?

Honestly,	 she	 said	 she	 never	
thought	she’d	live	to	see	Feb.	21,	
2008,	and	then	rattled	off	the	age	
of	passing	of	siblings,	parents	and	
friends.

She	spent	almost	all	of	her	years	
in	Maine,	where	she	had	a	career	
as	a	nurse.	She	moved	to	Covenant	
Place	ten	years	ago	to	be	close	to	
her	son	Richard	Smith-Overman,	
her	 daughter-in-law	 Patty	 and	

their	children.	Most	days	she	does	
some	knitting.

“I	 knit	 blankets	 for	 the	 chil-
dren’s	clinic	in	Yanceyville	where	
my	 daughter-in-law	 works,”	 she	
said.

Sitting	 on	 her	 walker,	 she	
said	knitting	is	difficult	at	times	
—	some	of	that	due	to	problems	
seeing,	but	mostly	because	of	ar-
thritis.	 She	 held	 out	 her	 hands,	
and	 though	 most	 of	 her	 fingers	
were	 stiffened	 she	 demonstrated	
the	 agility	 that’s	 allowed	 her	 to	
keep	 making	 blankets	 for	 the	
little	 ones.	 Other	 than	 that,	 no	
real	complaints.

“I	make	out,”	she	said.
Later,	after	being	seated	as	the	

guest	 of	 honor	 at	 her	 birthday	
party,	she	told	a	gathering	of	fel-
low	tenants	and	Covenant	Place	
staff	that	they	shouldn’t	have.	

“I	didn’t	know	it	was	going	to	
be	like	this,”	she	said.	“I	was	just	
going	to	have	a	cup	of	coffee.”

Ten	candles	were	lit	around	a	
cake	that	day	and	for	the	100th	
time	 Madeline	 Smith	 was	 ser-
enaded	with	“Happy	Birthday.”

Then,	refusing	any	help	in	the	
endeavor,	she	slowly	and	deliber-
ately	 blew	 out	 every	 last	 candle	
on	the	cake.	

Woman completes 100 trips around the sun

PHOTO BY KIRK ROSS
Madeline Smith jokes with fellow Covenant Place tenant Bettie Graham as 
Smith’s 100th birthday celebration starts up.

Giraffe
productions
66 Hardin circle #12B
chapel Hill, nc 27516

Giraffe Productions presents:

Empowering 
Humanity

for the
Changing Times

March 8th

Taking Your Power Back
Jan Petrie Kolleda Psychologist / Psychic

March 15th

Who Are We?
Beverly Thompson Author / Intuitive

Awakening Workshops
as seen on Oprah

www.thegatheringofangels.com
919-918-3916

giraffe3productions@yahoo.com

BUCKHORN
FroM PaGe 1

According	to	the	developers,	if	
the	project	is	approved	they	would	
break	 ground	 in	 mid-2010	 and	
anticipate	 completion	 four	 or	 five	
years	later.	Roger	Perry,	president	of	
East	West	Partners,	the	firm	devel-
oping	 Buckhorn	 Village,	 said	 the	
project	could	bring	in	$6	million	a	
year	in	sales	tax	revenue.	

The	 proposed	 development	
includes	 three	 individual	develop-
ment	 districts	 totaling	 nearly	 130	
acres,	with	 a	proposed	maximum	
of	about	1.1	million	square	feet	of	
building	space	for	the	entire	prop-
erty.	 The	 first	 district,	 about	 41	
acres,	would	include	no	more	than	
four	 large	 retailers	with	 a	 total	 of	
185,000	square	feet.	

The	 second	 district,	 about	 40	
acres	with	522,000	 square	 feet	 of	
buildings,	 would	 support	 mixed-
use	 development	 including	 retail,	
office,	restaurants,	indoor	theaters,	

hotels,	residential	and	other	similar	
uses.	 The	 third	 district	 would	 be	
the	 development’s	 largest	 district,	
with	about	606,000	square	feet	on	
48	 acres.	 It	 would	 include	 large-
scale	retail	development	as	well	as	
possible	 mixed-use	 projects	 and	
an	area	 for	 local	 government	 that	
would	 house	 police,	 fire	 or	 emer-
gency	services.	

For	the	Buckhorn	Road	Associ-
ates	to	begin	work	on	the	develop-
ment,	the	county	must	approve	the	
proposed	rezoning	and	special-use	
permit.	

Ben	 Lloyd,	 a	 former	 county	
commissioner	 and	 a	 resident	 of	
Efland,	said	that	the	commission-
ers	need	the	development	in	order	
to	bring	in	additional	revenue	and	
curb	property	tax	increases.	

“This	 Buckhorn	 Village,	 I	 ap-
plaud.	It’s	the	first	positive	step	in	
years	relative	to	providing	the	needs	
for	the	people	and	giving	us	tax	re-
lief,”	he	said.	“Something	has	got	to	
give	somewhere.	People	are	paying	
all	they	can	pay.”	

Other	 county	 residents	 said	
they	were	concerned	about	the	ef-
fects	 the	 mall	 could	 have	 on	 the	
county	and	encouraged	the	board	
to	pursue	other	types	of	projects	to	
bring	in	revenue	and	jobs.	

“I	 am	 almost	 appalled	 that	
the	 future	 for	 Orange	 County	 is	
a	mall.	This	is	not	why	we	live	in	
Orange	County.	We	would	live	in	
Charlotte	or	Cary,”	said	Jim	Stock.	
“I	think	that	there	is	such	a	lack	of	
leadership	that	people	are	being	led	
by	developers.	

“With	 more	 PhDs	 per	 square	
foot	 that	you	can	shake	a	 stick	at,	
this	county	ought	to	be	able	to	come	
up	with	something	beneficial	for	the	
future,”	he	continued.	“We	can	say	
no	to	this	[development]	I	think.”	

The	 commissioners	 will	 discuss	
the	 proposed	 development	 at	 their	
regular	 meeting	 on	 March	 6,	 and	
could	 take	 action	 as	 early	 as	 May	
1.	 The	 Orange	 County	 Planning	
Board	 will	 provide	 recommenda-
tions	to	the	board	of	commissioners	
throughout	the	review	process.


