PARIS IN TUNE

MUSIC IN THIS EXHIBITION

L’Histoire de France


EPM 983162

Twenty-three traditional French songs with historical overtones, from the fifteenth century to 1917, performed by a variety of singers.

Edith Piaf: 30e Anniversaire
Capitol CDP 72438

Forty-four songs performed by the woman who epitomized French cabaret music -- and the city of Paris -- from the 1930s to her death in 1963.

Paris Combo 




Tinder Records 42854842

Paris Combo: Living-Room
Tinder Records 42860882

Twenty-seven songs from the late 1990s, composed and performed by a group that blends the traditional French cabaret song with inf.luences from Spain, Italy, American jazz, and Gypsy music.

PICTURES FROM AN OLDER PARIS

The images in Seasons of Paris range in date from about 1700 to the 1960s. But centuries earlier, Paris was already a center for the production of beautiful works of art. On the other side of this partition and on the adjoining wall are illuminated manuscript pages created in Paris between about 1400 and 1540. They form part of the other exhibition in this gallery: Manuscript Illu​mina​tions from the Jeanne Miles Blackburn Collection.

MANUSCRIPT BOOKS

OF 

THE MIDDLE AGES
Most of the books used in the Middle Ages were written in Latin, the international language of the church in western Europe. Almost all the manuscript pages in this exhibition come from four basic types of book: Bibles, Books of Hours, Psalters, and Choir Books.

Before the year 1200, Bibles were normally written as large-scale, multi-volume works, to be owned by churches or monastery libraries. But in the 1220s the growth of univer​sities and academic scholarship favored the production of a new type of Bible, written in tiny script to fit in one small volume. Since the Bible was seen by Christians as the foundation of human knowledge, this change to “personal Bibles” was a bit like the move from main-frame to personal computers in our own time.

A Book of Hours contains the prayers to be recited by lay-people at certain specific “hours” or times of day. Intended for peole whose wealth was considerable, but whose ability to read Latin might be quite limited, these manuscripts often contained elaborate paintings that help guide the reader to the right section.  

The essential part of a Psalter is the 150 sacred poems that make up the Book of Psalms in the Bible. A psalter might also contain a selection of prayers, hymns, and other religious texts, and a calendar to indicate religious feast days.  

Graduals and Antiphonals were two types of Choir Book containing the music to be sung in church services. In contrast to the other books discussed here, they were usually produced in very large formats, so that an entire group of singers could read from a single volume.

For more information about these book types, look at the binder What are these Books? on the table in this gallery.

WHAT ARE THESE BOOKS?

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION 

to

MANUSCRIPT BOOKS OF THE MIDDLE AGES

and

WHAT THEY WERE USED FOR

by

JEANNE MILES BLACKBURN
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