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If you want more of 
an adventure, you can 
take a mountain hike just 
by traveling a few minutes 
north to Occoneechee 
Mountain on the edge 
of Hillsborough. It’s now 
part of the state park sys-
tem, and once you make 
the steep walk up to the 
looking-off place, you’ll 
have a being-in-the-
mountains sensation. 

This is one of my 
favorite local natural areas 
and I frequently take out-
of-town visitors there to 
get a flavor of Western 
North Carolina without 
the long drive. You may 
be surprised to discover 
an extensive shrub layer 
of the evergreen moun-
tain laurel, Kalmia angus-
tifolia, with a few rhodo-
dendron, Rhododendron 
catabiense, here and 
there and a groundcover 
of galax, Galax aphylla, 
an evergreen-leaved 
wildflower common 
throughout the Carolina 
mountain regions. Visi-
tors appreciate learning 
that these isolated pock-
ets of mountain species 
in our eastern Piedmont 
are small “relict” plant 

communities of former 
Ice Age boreal forests, left 
in place clinging to coolish, 
north-facing, rocky creek 
and river bluffs.

Whether you stay 
close to home or travel 
a few miles away, take 
time at this turning over 
of the year for a woods 

walk. And even if you 
are accompanied by a 
few other folks, stop and 
be silent for at least 60 
seconds, hear the sounds 
the forest makes, and let 
that guide you into the 
New Year.

A THOUSAND WORDS
BY JOCK LAUTERER

Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 

300 dpi scan to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind 
the picture. Because every picture tells a story. And its worth? A 
thousand words.

W
hat better way 
to start the New 
Year than with a 
Cat Baby story? 
For the newcomer 

wondering who is Cat Baby — think 
about the movie Radio and you’ll get 
the picture. From the mid-‘50s until 
his passing at age 58 in 1993, George 
“Cat Baby” Cannada of Carrboro was 
the unofficial beloved team mascot of 
Chapel Hill High School football.
Here we see him posing proudly with 
an unidentified CHHS cheerleader 
during a fall 1967 football game that I 
was covering for Jim Shumaker’s Chapel 
Hill Weekly. 
The longtime paper “boy” famously 
called himself — and everybody else 
in town, regardless of their station — 
“Cat Baby.” He also used the short 
but drawn out version “Caaaat!” as 
both a greeting and an exclamation. 
Ask anybody who grew up here and 
they’re liable to have a Cat Baby story. 
This is one of Charlie Byrd’s favorites: 
In the early ‘70s, John Boone of 
Carrboro took George to Washington 
D.C., and as they drove past the 
White House Boone said to George, 
“Look, Cat; that’s where the president 
lives!” To which George exclaimed, 
“[Bleep]! I didn’t know Mr. Friday lived 
up here! CAT!”

PHOTO BY KEN MOORE
Sue Morgan, foreground, sharing a real mountain experience at near-
by Occoneechee Mountain with her family visiting from England.
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CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER:
 My wife and I will have to get used to me being home at night. - Moses Carey, on retir-

ing after twenty-four years as an Orange County commissioner
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RECYCLE!

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS Place YOUR ad anytime, 24/7 at 
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds!!

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

Come Home for the Holidays 
to Abbey Court, we offer 1, 2 
and 3 bedroom condos start-
ing at $550. 2 months free 
rent on 2 bdrm. w/13 month 
lease! Come check us out to-
day! ww.tarheelcos.com EHO. 
919/929-2220 

HOUSE FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM BRICK HOME 
Lovely country setting, Manns 
Chapel Road area. $650/ month. 
Serious interest only: 919-606-
3591. 

HOMES FOR SALE

NEW YEAR SAVINGS! Save 
up to $15,000. Rose Walk: New 
Custom Townhomes by local 
builder, Homescape Building 
Company. Choose from 3 floor-
plans. $280s to $350s. 2-3 bed-
rooms. 2.5 - 3.5 baths. Garages. 
1.5 miles to Downtown Carrboro. 
Chapel Hill/ Carrboro Schools. 
Walk to UNC Park and Ride and 
University Lake. Gold Winner - 
2008 Parade of Homes! 
YSU Neighborhood Marketing. 
919-928-9006. 

LAND FOR SALE

CONVENIENT TO CARRBORO-
CHAPEL Hill. Large wooded 
acre plus subdivision lots. Sce-
nic hills, creeks, walking trails, 
County water, great value from 
$65,000 John Coffey 942-2116 

10 AC ABOVE THE HAW! Old 
trees and elevated homesites 
above one of the most beautiful 
courses on the Haw - just above 
the Haw River Dam. 6 lots avail-
able. $250,000 Weaver Street 
Realty 929-5658 

AUTOS FOR SALE

GET GREAT GAS MILEAGE 
1999 Saturn station wagon 
for sale. 97,000 mi. Dark blue, 
beige/black interior. Auto, A/C, 
power windows, cruise, traction 
assist. 4 cyl. engine gets 30-plus 
highway mpg. $2500. 919-801-
8589 or 99saturn@mindspring.
com. 

HELP WANTED

Web Intern Needed The Carr-
boro Citizen is looking for some-
one to assist us in creating mul-
timedia projects, web design 
and blogging. Experience with 
HTML, CSS and Word Press 
preferred. Send email to edi-
tor@carrborocitizen.com. 

PLUMBER - Experienced, bilin-
gual helpful. All responses con-
fidential. Peck & Artisans / Run-
ning Water Plumbing 933-8485. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT

MICHAEL EDWARDS BLDG. 
& GRADING Serving the area 
for 25yrs. Remold, Additions, 
Historical renovation, porchs, 
decks, roofs, painting, complete 
home improvment service, Grad-
ing and bobcat, foundation repair 
dumptruck, clean up, big or small 

jobs welcome 933-5458 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING RATES

$5.00/issue for up to 15 words.  
Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue
Place your classified ad online until 

MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

Cat Baby, 1967

SUPPORT 
YOUR
LOCAL 
ADVERTISERS!


