
learn about the impact of the cut 
and determine a course of action.

Her first step was to form a stu-
dent listserv and send emails urg-
ing students to contact legislators 
in their districts before important 
votes on the budget. About 900 
students joined the listserv before 
the end of the semester, she said.

Her staff sent emails to students 
before representatives voted on the 
House budget in early May, but it 
passed with bipartisan support and 
the 17.4 percent cut still intact.

The Senate then began work-
ing on its version of the budget, 
and some senators said they were 
aiming to spend less on education 
than their counterparts in the 
House. So Cooper decided to take 
action, traveling to the legislature 

on Tuesdays with members of her 
staff to advocate for lower funding 
cuts to universities.

Cooper said she has met with 
more than 20 senators both for-
mally and informally in the past 
three weeks. Though a reduction 
in funding might be unavoidable, 
the cuts and their effect on stu-
dents can be minimized, she said.

“It’s my job to say that these cuts 
will damage them,” she said. “If I 
don’t come in and remind people 
about the importance of educa-
tion, then I’m not doing my job.”

The Senate’s budget does 
restore some funding to the UNC 
system, calling for a 12 percent 
cut or $347 million for universi-
ties. Cooper said her small role in 
lessening the cuts for the system 
is part of a larger lobbying effort 
that includes other student body 
presidents, chancellors and sys-
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GRADE POINT AVERAGES ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY
The wide range of grade point averages among majors has been a cause of concern for UNC 
o�cials. The University’s contextualized grade policy aims to equalize grading standards. 

SOURCE: HTTP://WWW.UNC.EDU DTH/JEFFREY SULLIVAN
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UNC Average ≈ 3.2

UNC School of Education: 3.7

Kenan Flagler Business School: 3.4

UNC School of Journalism and Mass Communication: 3.25

College of Arts and Sciences Natural Sciences: 2.94
Social Sciences: 3.24

Humanities and Fine Arts: 3.27
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Departmental reception 

During the Board of Trustees 
meeting last week, members dis-
cussed the wide range of grade 
point averages between schools 
and departments.

Carney reported to the 
University affairs committee of 
the board on May 25 that the GPA 
in the School of Education is 3.7, 
while the average among physics 
majors is 2.9.

But University officials said 
they do not anticipate serious 
objections from departments.

Carney said there has not 
been animosity between depart-
ments and schools over the 
change. Some officials said their 
grades are not telling in all class 
scenarios.

Bill McDiarmid, dean of the 
School of Education, said while 

the grade point average in the 
school is high, students are fre-
quently assessed in other ways.

“There’s no correlation between 
college grades and people’s abili-
ties as teachers,” he said, adding 
that grades are not completely 
without relevance.

McDiarmid said a student’s 
portfolio is more important than 
a student’s grade point average. 

While the policy will be wide-
spread across campus, Carney 
said classrooms with less than 10 
students will not be included in 
the policy.

“Transcripts are pretty indeter-
minate on that sort of thing.” 

Final preparations

Informing the faculty about 
the policy and its purpose will be 
crucial to its implementation, said 
Bobbi Owen, associate dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences.

“I expect there will be a lot more 

grading
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ment that reduce our dependency 
on the automobile,” he said.

Development stages

Mary Jane Nirdlinger, assistant 
planning director for the town, 
said the new comprehensive plan 
is still in its early stages.

The plan’s initiating committee, 
which is made up of 15 residents 
intended to represent the diverse 
interests of the town, held its 

second meeting Tuesday night 
to begin determining the plan’s 
development process.

Nirdlinger said she hopes to see 
the plan adopted by June 2012.

With future conflicts sure 
to arise, Merklein said the new 
comprehensive plan should be 
updated periodically.

“In today’s world, things accel-
erate so rapidly that we need to 
look at the plan every five to 10 
years,” he said.

Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.

member of the Senate appropria-
tions committee on education, 
said he expects the conferencing 
process between both chambers 
to take about two or three weeks.

“Our goal was to have a budget 
before the governor before the 
end of the fiscal year,” Soucek 
said. “We’re on schedule to do 
that.”

But if Gov. Bev Perdue vetoes 
the bill, decisions on the final 
amount of state funding for uni-
versities and supplemental tuition 
increases would be put on hold. 
The Republican leadership might 
have to make concessions on cuts 
to education to craft a bill that 
Perdue will sign, or they could 
seek bipartisan support to over-
ride a veto.

Soucek said schools in the state 
simply want certainty about the 
sacrifices they’ll have to make as 

the state attempts to plug a bud-
get shortfall of $2.4 billion.

“They’d much rather have the 
difficult news today so they begin 
planning here rather than having 
a two-week continuation budget 
on top of uncertainty,” he said.

The UNC system would shoul-
der the burden of those sacrifices 
in both the Senate and House ver-
sions of the budget. The Senate’s 
budget would reduce funding for 
community colleges and K-12 
public schools by 10.7 percent and  
5.8 percent, respectively. 

Sen. Jim Davis, R-Cherokee, 
said the endowments, grants and 
tuition payments that universities 
receive influenced legislators to 
spare the state’s other education 
levels with less resources.

“You don’t have an opportunity 
to get a Pell grant for K-12 stu-
dents,” he said. 

 
Contact the State & National 

Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.
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tem President Thomas Ross. 
Sen. Dan Soucek, R-Alexander 

and one of the senators who 
Cooper has met with, said he 
enjoys meeting with students like 
Cooper that put a face to the dif-
ficulties universities cope with in 
troubled economic times.

“They are the people who are 
being affected right now,” he said. 
“They are some of the sharpest 
students I’ve run across.”

Soucek, who serves the dis-
trict in which Appalachian State 
University is located, said talk-
ing with university students and 
administrators influenced him to 
suggest lower cuts for the system 
during committee meetings. The 
school’s administration was not 
prepared for a cut higher than 15 
percent, he said.

“They kept describing that cut 
as being from difficult to harmful 
— or even catastrophic,” he said.

A target of 10 percent

Though the Senate’s budget 
would provide some relief for 
universities, Cooper said she had 
hoped legislators would settle on 
the University administration’s 
target of a more manageable cut 
of 10 percent. And the budget 
would reduce funding for the 
system’s need-based financial aid 
program by $37.9 million.

Sen. Jim Davis, R-Cherokee 
and another senator that met with 
Cooper in his office, said he hadn’t 
talked with any students before 
Cooper, but that it’s important to 
keep the state’s budget shortfall of 
$2.4 billion in perspective.

“We got elected to come down 
here and try to make a difference 
for the state,” he said. “What’s the 
use of giving you an education if 
the state is broke?”

Davis said the state’s defi-
cit makes it difficult to further 
decrease funding cuts for the 
UNC system, and tuition increas-
es will likely be the only solution 
for cash-strapped universities. 

“We just have to get our fiscal 
house in order, and then we’ll be 
allowed to better fund programs 
that work,” he said.

Cooper said she will continue 
to meet with legislators while the 
House and Senate conference on 
a final budget to send to Gov. Bev 
Perdue’s desk. Perdue could veto 
the bill, lengthening the budget 
debate and delaying action on 
potential supplemental tuition 
increases for university students.

Students on the listserv were 
encouraged in an email Tuesday 
to contact the governor’s office in 
support of a veto.

Contact the State & National 
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com. 

Pool Ball 

Peter von Stein escapes from the heat as he catches 
a football thrown by Curtis Moore in Kessing 
Outdoor Pool. Von Stein said they plan to make 

more visits to Kessing because of its convenience.    

dth/erin hull

discussion in the fall,” she said.
Owen added that she had 

heard concerns from the fac-
ulty that the new policy would 
include a quota system in which 
professors could only allot a cer-
tain number of As. Grade ration-
ing is not a feature of the new 
system. 

Perrin said while the University 
is aiming to implement the policy 
by fall 2012, it could be delayed. 

“It really depends on the regis-
trar’s needs and what the system 
can handle,” he said. 

Contact the University Editor 
at university@dailytarheel.com.

 Sushi • Hibachi • Thai • Chinese Sushi • Hibachi • Thai • Chinese
 Vietnamese Vietnamese

 Fax:  919-960-5888  • Phone:  919-918-7888
 Located in University Mall 

 201 S. Estes Drive • Chapel Hill, NC 27514
 www.redbowlchapelhill.com

 FREE WIFI • FULL BAR • SUSHI BAR FREE WIFI • FULL BAR • SUSHI BAR
 Gift Cards • Private Party Room Available Gift Cards • Private Party Room Available

 EXPIRES  6/15/11

 1 0 %
 off

 any
 take-out
 order
 Not valid with any other offer.

 201 S. Estes Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 •  www.redbowlchapelhill.com

 201 S. Estes Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 •  www.redbowlchapelhill.com

 1 0 %
 off

 with UNC 
 OneCard
 Not valid with any other offer.

 EXPIRES  6/15/11 201 S. Estes Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 •  www.redbowlchapelhill.com

 entree
 buy 1 entree & 2 beverages, 
 get second entree of equal 
 or lesser value 50% off.
 Dinner time only. off 50 %

 919-967-9053
 300 E. Main Street • Carrboro

 JUNE
 3 FR  NASHVILLE PUSSY w/ Koffin Kats and Terry Anderson’s OAK Team**

 ($15/$18)
 4 SA  PAUL THORN w/ Dark Water Rising**($15)
 8 WE  The JET LIFE TOUR with CURREN$Y, Trademark, Young Roddy, Fiend, 

 and Corner Boy P**($16/$18)
 9 TH  SONDRE LERCHE w/ Nightlands and Kishi Bashi**($15)
 11 SA  BRICE RANDALL BICKFORD Album Release Show FREE SHOW w/ 

 special guests: LEE WATERS, DJANGO HASKINS, HEATHER MCENTIRE
 12 SU  JOE PURDY w/ The Milk Carton Kids**($15/$17; seated show)
 14 TU  JONNY (Norman Blake of Teenage Fanclub and Euros Child of 

 Gorky’s) w/ Apex Manor**($15)
 16 TH  DAVE ALVIN AND THE GUILTY ONES and LOS STRAITJACKETS**($17/ $20)
  18 SA  JENNYANYKIND/ THE MOANERS (Split 7-inch Release Party) Free 

 show! Special guest: Pinche Gringo
 24 FR  BEN SOLLEE W/ Thousands**($15/$17)
 25 SA  UNC Burn Unit benefit w/ THE BILLETONES, SOUTH WING, WILLIE 

 PAINTER BAND, REBECCA & THE HI-TONES ($15 Donation)
 27 MO  DINOSAUR JR. playing the album BUG in its entirety plus HENRY 

 ROLLINS interviews Dinosaur Jr. live!** ($25/$28)
 28 TU  Music From The Film WINTER’S BONE played live by the original 

 artists! ($15/$18 )

 9 SA  THE PSYCHEDELIC FURS**($25/$28)
 24 SU  THE DEVIL MAKES THREE** ($12/$14)
 25  MO  EELS w/ the Submarines**($18/$21)

 Serving  CAROLINA BREWERY  Beers  on Tap!

 The  BEST  live music ~ 18 & over admitted
 www.catscradle.com

 **Advance ticket sales at SchoolKids  Records (Raleigh), CD Alley (CH). 
 Buy tickets on-line: www.etix.com  |  For phone orders CALL 919-967-9053

 WE ARE ALSO PRESENTING...
 SHOWS @ Local 506  (Chapel Hill) 
 June 11  THAO & MIRAH w/ Bobby and Led To Sea**($14/$15)
 June 12  MISHKA w/ Anuhea (Show moved from 5/27)
 June 14  PARLOTONES w/ The Daylights**($10/$12)
 June 15  DAVID MAYFIELD PARADE**($8/$10)
 July 15  BILL CALLAHAN w/ Ed Askew**($13/$15)
 SHOWS @ Koka Booth Amphitheatre  (Cary) 
 Aug 8:  DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE w/ Frightened Rabbit  

 Co-presented with Outback Concerts / TIX AVAILABLE AT CAT’S 
 CRADLE  w/o  SERVICE CHARGE

 Sept. 19  RAY LAMONTAGNE w/ Brandi Carlile 

 SHOW @ Raleigh Amphitheatre
 SAT, JUNE 11: THE DECEMBERISTS w/ BEST COAST (Tix via Ticketmaster)  

 Co-presented with Live Nation
  FR July 29  BON IVER w/ Rosebuds** tickets available via Ticketmaster
 SHOW @ The ArtsCenter   (Carrboro) 
 June 5  SAM BRADLEY w/ Holly Conlan
 June 17  LLOYD COLE**($20)
 July 11  DAVID WILCOX**($20/ $23; 7 PM SHOW)
 SHOW @ The Cave   (Chapel Hill) 
 June 11  CHRIS CAB ($5) 7:30PM

 JULY 

 27 WE  JOSH RITTER** ($18/$20)
 30 SA  COSMIC CHARLIE / Jerry Garcia Birthday celebration** ($10/$12)

 6 SA  CHATHAM COUNTY LINE** ($14/$17)
 19  FR  ARCHERS OF LOAF w/ Electric Owls and Schooner ( sold out)
 31 WE  THE HOLD STEADY** ($18/$20)

 6 TU  An Acoustic Evening with THE WEEPIES** ($18/$20)
 10 SA  BRUCE COCKBURN** ($28/$30; seated show)
 16 FR  ATARI TEENAGE RIOT** ($14/$16)
 23 FR  MELISSA FERRICK** ($16/$18)
 30 FR  WHO’S BAD? ($15)

 29 SA  REV HORTON HEAT, SUPERSUCKERS, Dan Sartain** ($18/$21)

 JULY (cont) 

 AUGUST

 SEPTEMBER

 OCTOBER

 SATURDAY, JUNE 11
 THE DECEMBERISTS

 RALEIGH AMPHITHEATRE
 SUNDAY, JUNE 11

 JOE PURDY

 THURSDAY, JUNE 16
 LOS STRAITJACKETS

 FRIDAY, JULY 29
 BON IVER

 RALEIGH AMPHITHEATRE

 Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays 
 all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery. 
 Limited delivery area. 

 Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays 
 all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery. 
 Limited delivery area.  E XPIRES  6/15/11

 Papa John’s Pizza
 607-B W. Franklin St.

 932-7575
 Order Pizza Online!

 www.papajohns.com

 HOURS
 Mon-Wed 10am-2am
 Thurs-Sat 10am-3am
 Sunday 11am-1am

 Accepts 
 UNC OneCard

 + tax

 E XPIRES  6/15/11

 #1 in Customer Satisfaction!

 $ 7 99 $ 1 0 99

 LARGE  Specialty
 PIZZA

 ANY LARGE PIZZA
 Up to 3 Toppings

 LARGE 1-TOPPING
 PIZZA

 + tax
 $ 1 2 99

 + tax

EVERYTHING’S
ON SALE!

Not valid on previous purchases. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. While supplies last. 

University Mall - Chapel Hill - 919-929-7133 - Open 10-7, Fri ‘til 9 - southernseason.com 
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