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Georgla en

The softball team
advanced to the
regional final before
being eliminated.

By Henry Gargan
Staff Writer

North Carolina softball coach
Donna Papa has stressed the
importance of consistent offense
all year. Looking at the numbers
from her team’s weekend in the
Athens regional, it’s easy to see
why.

The Tar Heels managed
a two-game total of just five
hits against Bulldog pitcher
Erin Arevalo. In wins against
Georgia Southern and Coastal
Carolina, UNC combined for
15. Sunday’s loss to the Bulldogs
ended UNC’s season, and the
team finished with a record of
43-15.

On Friday, UNC squeaked by
Georgia Southern 2-1 in eight
innings. Saturday, the Tar Heels
lost to Georgia 3-2 but bounced
back later in the day to defeat

Coastal Carolina — but only 5-3.
In the regional final on Sunday,
the Bulldogs eliminated UNC,
2-1.

“We were right there with a
team that was a top-10 seed,”
Papa said. “But our bats kind
of lacked in the postseason for
us, which was disappointing,
because that was one of our
fortes during the regular sea-
son.”

But Papa said she was still
thrilled with her team’s effort.
Georgia, the tournament’s
10th-seeded team, presented
a formidable challenge. But
UNC proved it could hang with
Georgia in front of a Bulldog
crowd.

“We competed at a level I
wanted us to compete at,” Papa
said. “Everyone left everything
on the field, whether they were
on the bench, in the dugout or
out on the field, we left it all
there. You can feel good about a
performance when you do that.”

Instead, it was the little things
that kept UNC from advancing
in both games. On Saturday, two
costly errors in the first inning
allowed Georgia to score two
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“I told the kids returning, ‘Know how this feels
and know what it takes to play at this level for
every game to get out of the regional.”

Donna Papa, UNC softball coach

quick runs.

Too often the Tar Heels left
runners stranded. On Sunday,
in the top of the third inning, a
Constance Orr single gave UNC
its first baserunner. Chelsey
Butler, pinch-running for Orr,
stole second and reached third
on a sacrifice bunt, but advanced
no further. Tisha Mahon struck
out and Kelli Wheeler popped
out in foul territory to end the
inning.

“We were making good con-
tact, but just hitting it to a lot of
their defense, and their defense
was making plays,” pitcher Lori
Spingola said. “We just couldn’t
come up with those timely hits
to score the runners.”

And when Haleigh Dickey
homered for her team’s only run
in the top of the seventh inning
on Sunday, the bases were empty.

Though she acknowledged
the difficulty her bats faced

— in Arevalo’s breaking balls,
especially — Papa said she was
pleased with the way Spingola
pitched.

“She pitched every inning of
every game for us,” Papa said. “I
think she matured as a pitcher
on the mound. She was very
tough and throwing some of her
best stuff. We just didn't get the
hits that we needed.”

Papa said UNC’s younger
players will be able to use this
experience as a stepping stone
toward tournament success in
years to come.

“I told the kids that will be
returning, ‘Know how this feels
and know what it takes to play
at this level for every game to
get out of the regional’ The
freshmen and sophomores now
know better what it takes.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.
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ds North Carolina’s season
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Lori Spingola pitched every game for the Tar Heels in regional action
this past weekend, but the Georgia Bulldogs ended UNC’s season.
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2 and 3 Bedroom Units Leasing NOW!
Stroll to downtown Carrboro!

LOUISE ﬂBEEh

FEUOPFERTIES

LoulseBeckProperties.com
{g19) 401-9300

SAVE $50 WITH
MILL HOUSE

We only have a handful of student rentals

remaining for the 2012-2013 school year.

A few Mill Creek 4BR units, one 4BR house,
two 4BR townhouses, two 2BR houses.

Call today to schedule a showing.

' Mlﬂ Mill House

propertles

Sales, Rentals and Management
For more information call 968-7226
or go to www.millhouseproperties.com

Mexfcan @estaurant
DRINK SPECIALS:

W Mon - Thurs $1.50 M

on the rocks or frozen
32 0z. Drafts: $3.75
16 0oz. Drafts: $1.90

¢ Friday - Sunday: Y
$12 Margarita Pitcher
$6.-75 Draft Beer Pitcher

¥ ON TAP: %

argaritas w

Dos Equis
Negra Modelo
Modelo
Blue Moon

Pacifico
Bud Light
Killian's

Sweetwater 420

237 S. Elfiott Rd. % www.MonterreyChapelHill.com
Chape] Hill (Village Plaza, near ABC Store) * 91996987)“0

Bolinwood Condominiums

2BR, 923 square feet: $685, 3BR 1212 square feet: $800

Includes private balconies, energy-efficient
laundry facility, onsite pool, basketball court,
an N-line bus stop, 24 hour emergency service

500 Umstead Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27516
919-942-7806 | www.bolinwoodcondos.com
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Colonial Arms

welcomes you...

Two Bedroom

Townhouse Apartments

Walk or bike less than a mile to campus

Hardwood Floors
Central Air
Washer/Dryer

High Speed Internet

Cable TV

All for $840 per month

612 Hillsborough Street « Chapel Hill, NC

411276.CRTR



