



BIOGRAPHY


Simmons Jones was born at Saint Peter’s Hospital (now condominium) in Charlotte, North Carolina, in June of 1920.  He attended public schools, graduated from Woodberry Forest School in Orange, Virginia, and attended The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he was asked to leave twice, once before WWII and once after.  During the summers beginning at sixteen, he worked for the Charlotte News for a weekly salary of ten dollars.  Here, he was put in charge of The Poet’s Corner, wrote obituaries and did more or less as he pleased since his mother owned the newspaper.  In WWII, he served from 1941 to 1945 with the 77lst Tank Destroyer Battalion in the European Theater of Operations.  Following the war he returned to the university at Chapel Hill and upon expulsion he transferred to Pembroke College at Oxford University where it was again suggested that he might be happier as something other than a student.

He lived in Paris and Rome and for twenty years in New York City where he worked in the production end of the Broadway theater and as a fashion photographer.  He returned to Charlotte in 1974 where he has lived happily as a novelist and conversationalist ever since.

