
Imagine, if you will, a black youth from Chapel Hill coming on campus taking a campus tour.  Go here, go there, enter Wilson, enter Johnson Center, enter history department, pass Silent Sam--no trace of Africa, plenty of Europe, no black people on the walls, no visible symbols of respect for African American culture (except Stone center).  Go to Stone Center and learn her history--came to start AA studies, history professor, etc.  Go to History Department and there is no picture of her on wall.  No women.  Only old white men.  All the housekeepers are dark skinned, although students are mixed, etc.  No explanation.  No gods.  Now imagine if you are white--everywhere you go there are people who look like you honored--or Indians, or Latinos, or gays, or women (but only white)


Can say that this simply reflects our history, and this is true, except for the fact that the university is supposed to be the univ of the people, equally honoring and providing opportunities to all, It has been desegregated and open to women for 50 years.  And yet the commemorative landscape, what we see around us as we pass through the campus, honors only white people, while workers of color are still the ones picking up the trash and cleaning bathrooms.

It doesn't have to be this way.  We can change it.  And by changing the commemorative landscape, we can change the institutional culture, we can encourage folks to respect all equally.  We can learn to live in a pluralistic society rather than in a world where those who were excluded are now included, but on terms of white, Euro, men.

Now, see if you can imagine a world transformed by a sense of social justice--  Walk with me--mural honoring black workers and black freedom struggle, statue of Martin Luther King of equal prominence to Silent Sam, plaque on wall of Saunders with historical truth, repudiation by university, and permanent display of unc's history in Saunders.  Statue in front of Davis of Moses Horton.  Mural of native Americans, of Latinos.  Plaque in Lenoir honoring strikers of 69, mural honoring labor struggles outside.  Women, gays, etc.

