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Tim Sookram has often turned
to literature for advice.

While making the decision to
enter the race for mayor of Chapel
Hill, Sookram
remembered a

piece by Douglas |\
Adams that by
describes a °|_ 0CAL
planet run by ENLELECTIONS
lizards.

On Adams’

planet, none of the citizens ques-
tion their reptilian rulers and con-
tinue to vote them into office while
later complaining about them.

“A lot of people are like that

with politics,” Sookram said of the
current political system.

“T just saw there was a low bar-
rier to entry, and I felt like doing
my fair share of trying to affect
change in the community;,” he said.

Sookram, who moved to Chapel
Hill a year ago, said he doesn’t
think his short time in town will
be an obstacle in addressing the
challenges Chapel Hill faces.

“I think I can provide a differ-
ent outlook as opposed to some-
one who has been here for a long
time,” he said.

Sookram said he wants to
address urban development,
government inefficiencies and
issues like bike lanes, transporta-
tion opportunities and the town’s

News

ookram has a ‘different outlook’ for mayor

Walkabhhty

“I've noticed that on the street
I live on folks are contemplat-
ing shutting down bus stops,”
Sookram said. “It is going to make
it tough for anyone who works at
UNC or works downtown or goes
to school there.”

Sookram graduated from the
University of Texas with a degree
in French but is now an indepen-
dent web designer, he said.

Despite not having a back-
ground in politics, Sookram said
he believes his skills as a pro-
grammer will help him if he is
elected mayor.

“Basically, anybody that works
in programming is looking for
fixing problems and making effi-

ciencies, trying to see the product
through the eyes of the users and
trying to improve it,” he said.

“So I feel like that same kind of
strategy would help us into trying
to figure out what the problem is
and how we could make it better.”

Aside from creating websites,
Sookram said he likes listening to
music, watching movies on Netflix
and playing the guitar and singing
in his band Gentle Robot.

Desmond Mullen, the band’s
drummer, described Sookram as
quiet, clever and thoughtful, and
said he thinks Sookram’s talent
with languages sets him apart
from other candidates.

“I think he would make a good
mayor because he would consider

the ramifications of his actions,”
Mullen said.

In November’s election,
Sookram will run against incum-
bent Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt
and former mayor Kevin Wolff,
who has run three previous times.

“I think having a competi-
tive mayoral race is always a
good thing for the community,”
Kleinschmidt said.

“It is a vehicle for the commu-
nity to discuss some of the impor-
tant issues. I look forward to hav-
ing conversations with (Sookram)
and Mr. Wolff about their visions
for Chapel Hill”

Contact the City Editor
at city @dailytarheel.com.

Thursday, July 21, 2011

DTH/SOFIA MORALES
Tim Sookram, who moved to
Chapel Hill about a year ago, has
entered the race for town mayor.

On the wire:; national and world news

Bipartisan Gang of Six
senators offers debt plan

WASHINGTON, D.C. (MCT)
— The prospects for a significant
debt-ceiling compromise were
revived Tuesday, as President
Barack Obama signaled possible
support for a plan being offered by
the so-called Gang of Six senators
that includes steep spending cuts
and an overhaul of the tax code.

Making a surprise appear-
ance in the White House briefing
room, Obama said the package
crafted by the bipartisan group
is “broadly consistent with the
approach I've urged,” and called
it a “very significant step” in the
months-long negotiations over
raising the nation’s debt ceiling.

An executive summary of the
Gang of Six plan outlines an
immediate $500 billion in spend-
ing cuts, with a total of $3.7 tril-
lion in deficit reduction in the
next decade.

It includes entitlement reforms
— amajor concern of Democrats
— and “fundamental” tax reform,
something that Republicans have
been wary of throughout the debt
negotiations.

The president said that follow-
ing the House vote on its debt-
ceiling plan, he would call House
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, to
arrange for a new round of talks
at the White House this week.

“There’s going to have to be a
broader agreement on the part of
all the leadership that we’re going
to get this done in a serious way,
and we've got a tight deadline to
do it,” Obama said.

Murdoch deals with scrutiny,
cream at Parliament hearing

LONDON (MCT) — News
Corp. Chairman Rupert Murdoch
endured not only verbal blows
but also an attempted physical
attack Tuesday during his historic
appearance before a committee of
the British Parliament to account
for the alleged illegal activities
of reporters at his newspapers
accused of hacking people’s cell
phones.

The hearing was interrupted
when it appeared that someone
tried to strike the 80-year-old
Murdoch, perhaps with shaving
cream.

The crowd gasped, and his son
James Murdoch — who was sit-
ting next to him at the witness
table — leaped to his father’s
defense. Rupert Murdoch’s wife,
Wendi Deng, who was sitting
behind the mogul, jumped up and
reached out to slap the offender.

Murdoch told members that he
did not think he was ultimately
responsible for the phone-hacking
scandal that brought down the
News of the World tabloid, a
168-year-old institution, and
now threatens his global media
empire.
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President Obama speaks in the White House last week. Obama has
expressed tentative support for a debt compromise offered by senators.

Bill Gates focuses energies
on ‘reinventing the toilet’

SEATTLE (MCT) — Bill Gates
is turning his penchant for cut-
ting-edge invention on the most
unglamorous of devices: the toilet.

The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation is launching a pro-
gram Tuesday aimed at “reinvent-
ing the toilet,” and providing $42
million in grants to create and
test new approaches to improve
sanitation in the developing
world. The projects were being
announced at a conference in
Rwanda.

The new grants aim to develop
affordable latrines, promote sani-
tation in communities and find
new ways to capture and store
waste, processing it into energy,
fertilizer and even fresh water.

Israel seizes another protest
flotilla as part of blockade

JERUSALEM (MCT) — Israeli
naval vessels on Tuesday seized a
French-flagged protest boat carry-
ing 16 pro-Palestinian passengers
as it attempted to break through
Israel’s blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Israeli officials said the takeover
occurred without the kind of vio-
lence and bloodshed that erupted
more than a year ago, when nine
Turkish activists on a similar pro-
test flotilla were shot and killed
by Israeli commandos who came
under attack by passengers.

Israel vowed to transfer any
humanitarian supplies carried
by the ship to Gaza by land, but
passengers told Israeli soldiers in
aradio communication that they
had no cargo.

Schuler focuses on
local economy

By Sarah Glen “He has a talent for
City Editor . .
understanding things
Carl Schuler traveled more : :
than 800 miles from his home- an d p ottl ng poss Ibl €
town of Ottawa, Ontario, before Cha”enges.”
finding his way to Chapel Hill. .
A nurse con- Laurin Mancour,
sultant at the Former ACRP president
UNC Center

for Heart and
Vascular Care,
Schuler can
often be seen on
South Campus
conducting clinical trials as a
study nurse.

But after working in scrubs for
more than 20 years, Schuler has
decided to apply his medical back-
ground to a new field: politics.

In the company of fellow new-
comers Lee Storrow, Laney Dale,
Augustus Cho, Jason Baker and
Jon DeHart, Schuler will run for
a seat on the Chapel Hill Town
Council against incumbents Matt
Czajkowski, Donna Bell and Jim
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Ward.

Schuler said his decision to
seek office progressed from par-

ticipating in the Vineyard Square

Homeowners’ Association and
attending council meetings.
“I think it’s a natural extension,

”

he said. “The decision was really

one of timing.”

If Schuler gains a seat on the
council, he said he wants to focus
on growing the local economy.

“We've already got the com-
prehensive plan moving forward,

but that won’t be in its final stage

until next year,” he said. “We need

to look at our resources and make

sure we're on target, especially
with projects like Carolina North.”

Schuler, who received his bach-
elor’s degree from Indiana State
University, is also a member of
the Good Neighbor Plan Advisory
Committee and the Association of
Clinical Research Professionals.

Laurin Mancour, who served
as president of the area chapter of
ACRP when Schuler was secretary,
said Schuler always looks at situa-
tions from a fresh perspective.

“He has the ability to transcend
process and procedure and make
sure to not lose sight of the overall
big picture,” she said. “He has a
talent for understanding things
and spotting possible challenges.”

Ro Moser, the current presi-
dent of the ACRP chapter who
has known Schuler for three
years, said she has always counted
on Schuler to take initiative and
create innovative ideas.

“With the political landscape
as it is right now I'm always
impressed when people want to
reach out and do something,”
she said. “Carl has the energy
and interest to examine issues
thoroughly.”

During his time at the
University, Schuler has also
participated in UNC’s employee

=
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Carl Schuler, a nurse consultant,
stands in front of his office build-
ing. Schuler will run for a seat on
the Chapel Hill Town Council.

forum, an experience which he
thinks has thoroughly prepared
him for a position in local politics.

“It’s really a microcosm of
living up to the covenants and
bylaws of the community,” he said.
“We do much of the same things
that would go on at council”

Schuler, who recently began
playing the saxophone again after
a 25-year hiatus, said he also has
an interest in the local arts scene.

“This area’s lifestyle is what
keeps me here,” he said. “I enjoy
the interesting mix of people.”

Contact the City Editor
at city @dailytarheel.com.
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Movie Showtimes for Week 7/22 - 7/28

WATER FOR ELEPHANTS
Fri & Sat; 7:00, 9:20 Sun: 7:00 Tue-Thu; 7:00

RIO
Fri:4:30 Sat; 2:30,4:30 Sun:4:30 Tue-Thu: 4:30
GREASE
Fri: 4:40, 7:10,9:30 Sat: 2:20, 4:40, 7:10,9:30
Sum; 4:40, 7:10° Tue-Thu: 4:40, 7:10

The Varsity Theatre
123 E. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill » 967-8665
www.varsityonfranklin.com

How far do you
want to live

from the Pit?

Wi heglshousing.com

DINNER BUFFET

$10FF

With your UNC student ID

35 Chinese has the best variety of Chinese food around. You can choose
from over 50 items on our Super Buffet, or order from the extensive menu.
Lunch 11am-2:30pm
Friday/Saturday Dinner 4:30pm-10pm
Sunday-Thursday Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm
CLOSED MONDAY

University Square « 143 W. Franklin Street + Chapel Hill - 919.968.3488 - www.citysearch.com/rdu/35

A
4’56,0
&
(/l,
6}9}'

games

Level: |I| |z| E n

SUPOKU

Tl AL FIZELES By M Mk Grday
© 2009 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

TRIBUNE,

9

—

Complete the grid

94

so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in

&)

bold borders) contains
every digit 1to 9.
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McAdoo lawsuit

The future of Michael McAdoo’s
lawsuit against the NCAA is
uncertain. See pg. 3 for story.

More competitive

The race for seats in Chapel
Hill’s town government has heat-
ed up. See pg. 3 for graphic.

Making plays

PlayMakers Repertory Company
has recently received $125,000 in
grants. See pg. 5 for story.

Kenny Smith on UNC

In a video interview, the NBA
analyst discussed UNC basketball.
See dailytarheel.com for video.

Culture camp

A camp for middle schoolers in
Chapel Hill exposes kids to other
cultures. See pg. 3 for story.

Los Angeles Times

Daily Crossword Puzzle

(C)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All rights reserved.

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

#1 in Customer Satisfaction!

ANY

PIZZA
11

0, ONLINE

off ORDERS

during the week

ofJqu o

Code”UNC ch33
Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays
all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery.
Limited delivery area.

Accepts
UNC OneCard

Mon-Wed 10am-2am
Thurs-Sat 10am-3am
Sunday 11am-1am

Papa John’s Pizza

00

+ tax

932-7575

Order Pizza Online!
www.papajohns.com

LARGE 1-TOPPING

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays
all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery.
Limited delivery area. DRI

ACROSS 68 Former transp. regulator 28 Abbas’s gp. 46 L.A. Galaxy’s gp.
1 Pale 69 Itzhak Perlman choice 29 He appeared in eight 47 Three-time A.L. shutout
4 Mozzetta wearer 70 Takes to the cleaners consecutive U.S. Open leader of the *60s-"70s
9 Sat 71 Canadian LPGA golfer finals 49 Pharmacy concern
14 “Exodus’ hero Dawn __-Jones 30 Love overseas 50 Trouble
15 Intimate 31 Figure 51 Louisiana folk music
16 Key scene for bursting DOWN 32 Ins. plan 52 Daze
bombs? 1 Indiana county or its seat 33 1/48 cup: Abbr. 55 Wading bird
17 Biopic about a time- 2 Where Mecca is 36 Yearbook sect. 56 Brewery feature
traveling composer? 3 Civilized feature 37 Games org. 58 Evening flier
20 ... like __ buzzing in blind 4 Put-on 38 Historic game 59 Full do
fury”: Pyle 5 Alliance 40 Musical syllables 60 Sluggers’ stats
21 Go after 6 This and that 43 1953 Best Supporting 61 Corner
22 Traveling, in a way 7 Pub. of a “Distracted Actor Oscar winner 64 Brought

23 Builder’s options

25 _ avis

27 Biopic about a composer
who is unrecognized in
public?

34 Heavy

35 Rondeaux, e.g.

36 Go astray

39 Switch words

41 Political pacifier

42 Ruled quarters?

45 Devised, with “up”

48 Biopic about a composer
from a WWII hero’s
perspective?

53 Absorbed by

54 Legendary luster

55 Tiny amount

57 Sting

62 Zilch

63 Biopic about a composer
fighting his inner demons?

66 Grenoble’s river

67 Put to the test

Driving” brochure
8 Some shirts

44 Big bang producer

65 Some tags

9 More, in music

10 Where London is
11 Some links

12 Limerick land

13 “The Sopranos” actress __
de Matteo

18 Doesn’t ignore
19 Spore producer
24 Cat lead-in
26 Old Egyptian symbol
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