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Taking a lesson from 
nature, it seems so 
logical to let the gum 
balls lie where they fall, 
creating a natural mulch. 
Think about the natural 
forest. each tree drops 
leaves that become 
natural mulch, which 
eventually decomposes 
to become nutrients 
for the roots. The wise 
and resourceful botani-
cal garden staff at The 
Coker arboretum leave 
gum balls to serve as 
mulch beneath that 
magnificent tree in the 
central lawn. 

gardening friend sally 

heiney related to me 
that gum-ball mulch has 
been the remedy for 
her “dog-lying-in-the-
flower-border” problem. 
When she began mulch-
ing her flower beds with 
sweetgum balls, the dog 
stopped lying amongst 
the flowers. similarly, i 
learned from my moth-
er-in-law, Jane King, 
who maintains plants in 
pots at Carol Woods, 
that gum-ball mulch in 
pots discourages digging 
and uprooting of pesky 
squirrels.

so rather than curse 
the fallen sweetgum 
balls, enjoy taking a 
closer look at the ar-
chitecture and beauty 

of each one and keep 
them on site to serve a 
useful purpose. in fact, 
consider the flowers and 
fruit that fall from all 
our trees as a resource 
to keep on site and 
to recycle back to the 
earth, as is nature’s way. 
eliminate the energy 
wasted in collecting that 
fine natural “debris” 
and moving it curbside 
to create unnecessary 
work for town staff.

a good friend de-
scribed the quiet sound 
of the raining down of 
sweetgum seed during a 
woods walk last fall. i’m 
going walking next fall in 
hope of capturing that 
experience myself.

phoTo by Ken moore
Sweet gum balls congregate as mulch beneath the big tree in Coker Arboretum.

A	thOusAnd	wORds
by JoCK LauTerer
do you have an important old photo that you value? send your 300 dpi scan 
to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. because 
every picture tells a story. and its worth? a thousand words.

m
y 15-year-old childhood chum, Johnny allcott, backed by proud parents June and 
John allcott sr., poses for photos after receiving his eagle rank at Troop 39’s court of 
honor at the institute of pharmacy building on Church street, Chapel hill. a bud-
ding photo-geek, i made this terrible snapshot with my Kodak flashmite and included 
fellow scouts, left to right, John radford (and his parents), bob Cadmus and Timmy 

Keith-Lucas. Though i haven’t seen John allcott in over 40 years, we still exchange Christmas 
cards faithfully every year. married to the former beth hunt of Chapel hill, he’s a doctor in eu-
gene, ore., where they’ve lived for decades. and i bet that in some closet he’s still got his scout 
uniform with that coveted eagle badge.

Johnny	gets	his	Eagle,	1963
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Orange County Solid Waste Management
(919) 968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

Rigid Plastics Recycling Program!

Look for the Bright Purple Containers
Please Read the Signs and Follow Instructions!

#2 HDPE and #5 PP – Plastics that are NOT Bottles
tubs • cups • totes • buckets • flower pots (larger than one pint) • dish drainers • milk crates

toys • pet carriers • garbage cans • recycling bins • lawn furniture • laundry baskets

• NO plastics #1, #3, #4, #6, #7    • NO plastic bags    • NO styrofoam
• NO plastic bottles here! Recycle those with Bottles, Cans, Jugs and Jars.

•NO clear plastic #1 clamshell takeout or lettuce boxes
• Items must be clean, free of any food or dirt residue!

Drop-Off Locations Only (Not at the Curb)
24-Hour Recycling Drop-Off Sites

Orange County Solid Waste Convenience Centers

NEW!

Now Open In Carrboro!
302 East Main
In front of ArtsCenter & Cat’s Cradle
11 am-2 am daily 
(kitchen open till 2 am every night)
919-960-0656 • badawings.com

Family Special
16 Boneless Wings & Basket of Ba-Da Fries  

$19.95 (Feeds 4)

From Bean to Cup
Handcrafted  

Coffee Roasting  
with Experience  

and Passion

• Coffee Delivery 
• Equipment  
• Training
•  Consulting  
& More

www.carrborocoffee.com • 919-968-4760 • carrborocoffee@hotmail.com

Saturday, February 27 
10AM – 2PM 

Your chance to explore  
and discover the perfect  

summer program 
opportunities for your 

camper.  

201 S. Estes Drive • Chapel Hill, NC • 919.967.6934
www.UniversityMallNC.com • www.facebook.com/UniversityMallNC


