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Andrew Perrin (left), a UNC associate professor of sociology, and Elizabeth McCain (right), a junior history
major, co-president of Campus Y and moderator of the program, host a panel on civil discourse on Tuesday.

Panel calls for civil
discourse in politics

Builds toward speech by Park51 imam

JOSH CLINARD
STAFF WRITER

Working as chief of staff for U.S.
Rep. Alex McMillan, R-N.C., Frank
Hill remembered a constituent’s
phone call in which he heard curse
words he had never heard before.

It wasn’t a product of today’s
partisan discourse. That, he said,
was more than 15 years ago.

“I don’t know the period where
we were so good to each other,” he
said Tuesday in a panel discussion
on the state of civil discourse in the
United States.

Hill joined Ferrel Guillory, a
journalism professor, and Andrew
Perrin, a sociology professor, in
part one of a three-part panel
series entitled “Civil Discourse in
American Society.”

The discussion, led by Elizabeth
McCain, co-president of the
Campus Y, sought to explore the
current political climate, past
trends in bipartisanship and to
recommend ways to improve the
state of civil discourse. About 15
people attended.

The discussion of current prob-
lems pointed to the media as a
culprit, where political discourse
is rampant in what Guillory called
“yell television.”

Hill told the audience to turn off
the hate-spreading television that
is filled with out-of-context sound
bites and instead read a book on
historical political science.

Guillory said a renewal of pro-
fessional journalism needs to occur,
one that focuses on a renewal of
strong, independent opinions.

The United States has had
a long tradition of a boisterous
democracy of incivility, he added,
including the Civil War and presi-
dential assassinations.

“If you read about the forming
of the Constitution, those guys
that went to Philadelphia did not
agree with each other,” Hill said.
“Somehow, out of the magic of it,
they went to the bars together,
smoked together ... and were able
to compromise.”

Hill said he recommends that all
people, whether politically active or
inactive, invite another person out
to a bar and have a social dialogue.

“It’s hard to agree with someone
if you hate them,” he said.

Guillory then pointed the finger
to individuals, emphasizing the
importance of compassion.

“Ideas matter,” he said. “Words
matter.

“But what really matters is how

“Were connected
to the world and
not talking to each
other.”

FERREL GUILLORY, JouRNALISM
PROFESSOR, AFTER SAYING IT MATTERS HOW
WE TREAT EACH OTHER.

we treat each other. We're connect-
ed to the world and not talking to
each other”

Joshua Miller, a graduate stu-
dent in political science who
attended the forum, said he wished
more students would take advan-
tage of forums provided by the
University.

“These forums are more educa-
tional than classrooms because it
brings together such a rich com-
munity of scholars,” he said.

Part two of the series, “Religious
Pluralism in American Society,” will
take place March 1. The series will
culminate in the March 16 Weil
Lecture on American Citizenship,
which will be delivered by Imam
Feisal Abdul Rauf, the controversial
Islamic leader heading the promo-
tion of Park51, commonly known
as the “Ground Zero mosque.”

Contact the University Editor
at university @dailytarheel.com.

Higher cigarette tax favored

Poll shows state approval of $1 hike

BY MATT STEYL
STAFF WRITER

A majority of North Carolinians
support raising the cigarette tax to
help offset the state budget deficit,
according to the results of a poll
released Monday.

The N.C. Alliance for Health
found 66 percent of 500 poll par-
ticipants approved increasing the
tax by $1 per pack to relieve some
of the deficit. The alliance is an
advocacy organization dedicated
to reducing tobacco use and bat-
tling obesity.

The poll’s participants are like-
ly voters in the election, said Peg
O’Connell, chairwoman of the alli-
ance’s tobacco prevention policy
committee.

She said North Carolina’s cur-
rent tax on cigarettes is 45 cents
per pack, the seventh lowest in the
nation. Raising the tax to $1.45
would make the state’s tax equiva-
lent to the national average.

However, doing this might have
negative consequences for one of
the state’s largest industries.

“When consumption decreases,
the tobacco companies will cut
back on contracts to farmers who
grow tobacco,” said Brian Long,
director of the public affairs divi-
sion of the N.C. Department of
Agriculture & Consumer Services.

Income for tobacco farmers
would decrease, as well as the rev-
enue collected from taxes on this
income, Long said.

UNC political science profes-
sor Tom Carsey said there is no
one solution to the budget deficit,
but raising taxes would be a start.
Carsey also said he was not sure
a cigarette tax would be the best
solution.

Last year, South Carolina
increased its cigarette tax from
seven cents to 57 cents.

North Carolina’s $1-per-pack
increase would provide about
$338.4 million in revenue to the
state in the first year, O’Connell
said. She said this revenue might
help prevent education cuts and
she hoped members of the univer-
sity community would participate
in advocating for the tax.

Long said the decrease in revenue
for tobacco companies would also
decrease the companies’ payments
to fund certain state programs.

A 1998 settlement between the
four largest tobacco companies in
the United States and the attorney
generals of 46 states required the
companies to fund the N.C. Health
and Wellness Trust Fund, the N.C.
Tobacco Trust Fund Commission
and other organizations that pro-
mote job growth within the state.

Gov. Bev Perdue did not include
a tax increase on cigarettes in
her recent budget proposal, and
O’Connell said the governor missed
the opportunity to earn almost
$4.00 million for the state.

Carsey said he is not sure why
the governor did not include

“When consumption
decreases, the tobacco
companies will cut
back on contracts to
farmers.”

BRIAN LONG, N.C. AGRICULTURE

the tax increase, but he does not
believe the Republican majority in
the N.C. General Assembly would
increase the tax, even if Perdue had
included it in her proposal.

Long said the N.C. General
Assembly has shown that it is
not interested in any kind of tax
increase.

Still, O’Connell said the tax
might be a possibility.

“We are still hoping that they
will consider this,” O’Connell said.

Contact the State & National
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.

DPS hears complaints
for transportation plan

Students, staff
voice opposition

BY ASHLYN STILL
STAFF WRITER

Concerned members of the
University community voiced
opposition to increased parking
fees ordered by the new five-year
plan Tuesday at a forum hosted by
the Department of Public Safety.

Students and faculty complained
primarily about two proposed
changes: a $9 hike in student fees
to cover nighttime parking costs
and the introduction of a $250 per-
mit for the Employee Commuter
Alternative Program.

The plan would also raise the
transportation fee from $73.50 to
$142, an increase of 93 percent,
during the next five years.

Explaining that the fees are
necessary to offset a $6.1 million
increase in transportation costs by
the 2015-16 fiscal year, DPS Chief
Jeff McCracken said the depart-
ment is primarily targeting those
who don’t already pay for parking
to shoulder some of the burden.

“The plan is really designed to
meet our financial obligations,”
McCracken said.

“We are not attempting to regu-
late parking through this,” he said.
“We are just trying to create rev-
enue from those not paying”

Students also expressed concern
about overcrowding in parking
decks after 5 p.m.

But Cheryl Stout, assistant
director for parking services, said
the proposed five-year plan will not
seek to remedy that concern.

Faculty members protested
the change to the Commuter
Alternative Program, which cur-
rently provides employees a free
space in park-and-ride lots.

The five-year plan would require
users of the park-and-ride lots to
purchase permits for $250, said
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Jeff McCracken (left) and Dean Penny discuss their new five-year plan
for UNC's transportation and parking at the Tuesday morning forum.

Dean Penny, a consultant with
Kimley-Horn and Associates, the
firm hired by DPS to help organize
the plan.

This portion of the plan would
go into effect in 2013.

“It’s the most expensive compo-
nent of the system,” Penny said.

“It’s over $3 million to provide
parking for the park-and-ride lots,
and there’s no revenue there.”

Deannie Holt, registrar and
assistant director for enrollment
management at the School of
Nursing, said she disapproved of
the change.

“I think it stinks,” she said. “I

can’t use the occasional permit and
I'm not going to pay $250 a year for
the park and ride”

Penny said the average annual
cost per space on campus is $650,
making the University’s parking costs
comparable to those of University of
California-Los Angeles and Harvard
University.

“We just know the costs we have
now and the obligations we have to
meet,” McCracken said. “Will we
adjust the system?”

“Sure”

Contact the University Editor
at university @dailytarheel.com.

games

Level: [1]JEH[3][4]

SUPEKU

T A P LRy M Mok b
© 2009 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

IRIBUNE,

5 1

2

Complete the grid

so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in

bold borders) con-
tains every digit 1

to 9.

Solution to

~

Tuesday’s puzzle

—_
~
N
o]

~NOINWw o = MUl
W o|olo|N AN ©
(J'I-b-—‘l\)(DvCXJ(A)VO')
HOID[OW N[= O
mwmm—&mbvwo
—*0)&0&01!\)\1‘(!)0)
O =N Wlor N
DN | |N|0 GO =W
PG| W[=N OO N

Calling all nurses

Budget cuts to the nursing school
aren’t changing the demand for
nurses. See pg. 1for story.

‘Eating Animals’ picked

The University has selected this
year’s summer reading selection.
See pg. 1 for story.

State of the ArtsCenter

Carrboro’s ArtsCenter is trying
to get back on track after cutting
jobs. See pg. 3 for story.

Hate sandwich

Students across the country are
accusing Chick-fil-A of promoting
homophobia. See pg. 4 for story.

Smacking the Pack

The men’s basketball team will try
to extend its winning streak against
N.C. State. See pg. 5 for story.
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Saturday, February 26th at 9:00 AM
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ACROSS race

620 Market St.
Chapel Hill

Meluming s

Take 15/501 South towards Pittsboro
Exit Market St. / Southern Village

| AMNUMBER FOURES......... 100400715940
UNKNOWN G ................ 10415720945
JUSTINBIEBER:NEVER SAY NEVERG ... 5410706430
JUSTGOWITHITES ............ 15415715845
THE KING'S SPEECHR. 1204570041

All shows $6.50 for college students with ID
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1 Court jester

56 Shameful emblem in

5 Zoo barriers Genesis
10 Sourdough’s ground 59 Puppy bites
breaker 60 Mindy, to Mork?
14 Quint’s boat in “Jaws” 61 Teen bane

15 Polite
16 Yemen seaport

62 Reggae musician Peter
63 Doofus

17 Country singer with the 64 Hammer or sickle
1961 hit “Crazy” DOWN

19 Trickery 1 Dandies

20 __-mo replay 2 Shouted, say

21 Vicinity 3 Septi- plus one

22 Submerge while sitting
poolside, as one’s feet

4 Vegas opener
5 Joel who was the first

24 Australian folk hero Kelly actor to portray Dr.
25 Mine entrance Kildare
26 49th state 6 No longer squeaky
30 Like the son in a parable 7 Adidas rival

of Jesus 8 Badge material
34 Bills of fare 9 Snow pack?
35 Sudden ache 10 Hockshop receipt
36 Heal 11 Beatnik’s “Got it”

37 Old Norse mariner
38 1- and 64-Across, and the

12 Calaboose compartment
13 Pants part

first words of the four

18 2009 Series winners opera

23 Lend a hand 42 Explode

25 Synthetic fiber 44 Padre’s hermana

26 Congressionally change 45 See 33-Down

27 The king of France? 47 Memento

28 Atom with a negative 48 Pre-Easter period
charge 49 Hodgepodge

29 Remora 50 “Uh-oh, I dropped it!”

30 Mamas’ mates 51 Big smile

31 Hotel client

32 Sharp ridge

33 With 45-Down, Middle
Ages quarantine area

35 Put through a sieve

38 “The Flying __”: Wagner

52 Crisp, filled tortilla
53 Sot

54 First-year law student
57 Ring icon

58 Sylvester, e.g.
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39 Retain

40 Cranny relative
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41 Russia’s __ Mountains
42 “Beau __”
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43 Kitchen areas, perhaps

45 Fastening pin
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46 Cereal grain
47 Also
48 Sponge for grunge

m|Oo|-[o

D|p|w|=m

51 Play a round

z
E
52 Timing lead-in A
55 “The Time Machine” L
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My Money. My Choice. My Meineke.™

ANY SERVICE
OVER *100

ANY SERVICE
OVER *200

© BELTS, BRAKES, CV JOINTS, EXHAUST, COOLING SYSTEM SERVICE, SHOCKS & STRUTS,
MAINTENANCE SERVICES TRANSMISSION FLUID SERVICE, AND MUCH MORE!

Now including Factory Scheduled Maintenance.

present coupon at time of estimate, One offer per service per vehicle. No cash value.

CARRBORO
407 E. Main Street

{Across from Domino’s)

(919)933-6888

Valid on parts only when installed at Meineke. Discount applies to regular retail pricing. Most cars & light trucks. Valid at participating locations. Not valid with any other offers or warranty work. Must




