1947 Freedom Riders

         Three Freedom Riders were beaten and arrested at the bus

station here.  They were part of an inter-racial group organized by the

Fellowship of Reconciliation to test the 1946 Supreme Court's

declaration that segregated seating on interstate buses violated the

Constitution. The Freedom Riders were not hurt or arrested until they

reached Chapel Hill.   But here racist men beat them, police arrested

them, and courts sentenced them to the Chain Gang for daring to

challenge the Jim Crow system.   Rev. Charles Jones, founder of the

Community Church, rescued them.  Bayard Rustin, while serving his

sentence on the chain gang, sent a daily dispatch to the New York Post

which exposed North Carolina's Jim Crow and Chain Gang systems.  The

first Freedom Riders transformed their painful beatings, arrests, and

chain gangs into a giant mirror that exposed the cruelties of Jim Crow.

They brought a new form of education to this University town.  They set

the stage, a few years later, for students and prophetic ministers like

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to use similar tactics to challenge and

break the back of Jim Crow across the South.

   *They will complain it is too long, but each sentence is important.

Stay strong.  Al
