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George Avakian
795 West 254th St.
Riverdale, NY 10471

Dear George:

Enclosed you'll find a transcript of the conversation we had last summer.  There's a hard and a soft copy (WordPerfect 5.1).  Additionally, I've also sent along an issue of Pulse!, the one that included my piece on jazz producers.  It's headed "Part Two," because a shorter article on two rock and country producers‑-Steve Albini and Pete Anderson‑-ran the month before.

I'm confident that you'll like what's here, though you might find it too short.  I certainly found talking to you a marvelous experience.  After we spoke, I told one of my colleagues, that I'd learned more and had more fun listening to you than I had had attending any course in college.  And as you observed, I ended up with more material than I could possibly use in one synthetic article.  Pulse!, though, has agreed to print a follow-up story, something like "Jazz Producers Redux."  If that falls through‑-and that's always a possibility‑-Jazziz will certainly run a long article on producers.

I really want to talk with you again, for two reasons.  First, there are several recordings I want to ask you about.  You were going to tell me an anecdote about Keith Jarrett's Expectations (somehow we got sidetracked), and I'm interested in hearing more about your work with Louis Armstrong and Frank Sinatra.  Second, I want to check on the accuracy of my work, see if I need to emend the transcript in any way.  Except for switching the order of a few sentences, playing with syntax here and there, and changing "you" to "I" on occasion (e.g., altering the form: "When you record so-and-so, you've got to remember..."), I've carefully followed the tape I made.  Double question marks are a note to myself; they tell me that I haven't checked a spelling, or they indicate doubt about how well I've heard the tape.

I don't know what might eventually come of this project, but I'll promise this.  If it should develop into a book, it would follow the organization sketched in the Pulse! article: focus on recordings‑-their stories‑-not on the lives of producers.  Instead of competing with memoirs, it would serve as publicity for, or as an addendum to, them.  The point is, I hope that the enclosed materials aid you in telling your own story.  Yours is a biography I'd love to read.  Let me know if I can assist you in any way.  I'll give you a phone call in a couple of weeks.

Sincerely,



Michael Jarrett
Associate Professor of English

P.S. Should you want to contact me, try my home first.  I'm there most days.  That number is (717) 741-3427.  Faxes can be sent to Penn State at (717) 771-4062.  My office phone number is (717) 771-4157.
