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A bill legalizing fracking may 
become law this year, despite 
growing opposition from local 
governments.

Some activists believe the 
Clean Energy and Economic 
Security Act is likely to pass the 
N.C. House of Representatives as 
early as this week.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. 
Bob Rucho, R-Mecklenburg, was 
passed by the Senate last week. 
If the bill becomes law, it would 
allow companies to obtain shale 
gas using the controversial drill-
ing method within two years. 

“Because of a strong 
Republican majority, there is 
a good chance the bill will be 
passed,” said Hope Taylor, execu-
tive director for Clean Water for 
North Carolina. “But we will ask 
the governor to veto the bill and 
try to roll back the legislation.”

The legalization of fracking 
has attracted widespread sup-
port from many legislators for its 
proposed economic benefits and 
environmental impact.

A recent report by the N.C. 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources concluded that 
fracking can be done safely in the 
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The N.C. House could 
pass the bill on fracking 

as early as next week.

Indian monk artists 
visit Chapel Hill 

By Alex Dixon
Arts Editor

Four monks sit in a circle at the 
Unity Center for Peace recreat-
ing a complex piece of art, the 
Medicine Buddha mandala, using 
millions of grains of colored sand.

The large piece of three-dimen-
sional sand art takes five days 
for eight monks to complete and 
requires painstaking attention to 
detail and knowledge of the intri-
cate Medicine Buddha mandala.

The monks are from the 
Drepung Gomang Monastery in 
southern India and are part of the 
Sacred Arts Tour. The year-long 
tour travels around the country to 
raise money for the nearly 2,000 
monks living at the monastery. 

Eve Barkley, organizer of the 
event, said this is the second year 
the monks have come to Chapel 
Hill. She said the monastery 
sends different monks each year 
for the tour.

“This is an event that can bring 
people together in a positive way,” 
Barkley said. 

Volunteer Nancy Sherman said 
the monks stay in homes around 
the community after finishing 
their daily painting at the Unity 
Center.

“It’s the most wonderful 
experience being around them,” 
Sherman said. “They’re such 
peaceful, loving people.”

Monk Geshe Tsondu said after 
the mandala is completed, it will 
be deconstructed, and the sand 
will be given out to people at a 
ceremony and returned to the 
earth by pouring it into a nearby 
creek.

The monks also create other 
works of art, such as watercolor 
paintings and drawings. These 
pieces, along with other items, are 
available for purchase at the Unity 
Center to benefit the monastery. 

In 1959, the Dalai Lama fled 
Tibet, the home of the original 
Drepung Monastery, with about 
100 monks, due to the invasion 

of communist China. The Dalai 
Lama and the refugee monks 
rebuilt the current monastery in 
southern India.

The monks from Drepung con-
struct mandalas wherever they 
believe a need for environmental 
healing is needed or requested. 

The Unity Center is open for 
the public to watch the painting 
daily until Friday from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. The deconstruction cer-
emony will take place at the Unity 
Center on Saturday at 2 p.m. 

Contact the Arts Editor at 
arts@dailytarheel.com.

“They are marching forward, no matter what 
facts come out. It’s a very serious problem.”
Ellie Kinnaird,
N.C. Senator, D-Orange 

state if the certain regulations are 
in place.

Sen. Harris Blake, R-Harnett, 
said in an April interview that 
fracking has provided employ-
ment to the areas that utilize the 
process, while causing minimal 
harm to the environment.

Gov. Bev Perdue has also 
expressed support for the use of 
fracking.

But Sen. Ellie Kinnaird, 
D-Orange, said Rucho’s bill ignored 
the latest study, released last week, 
from the U.S. Geological Survey, 
which found that N.C. would be 
able to supply the state with gas 
for as much as 5.6 years — less gas 
than previous studies estimated.

“They are marching forward, no 
matter what facts come out,” she 
said. “It’s a very serious problem.”

Kinnaird said the bill faces 
widespread opposition from peo-
ple and municipalities statewide 
despite the legislative support.

“This is contrary to what the 
people of the state feel,” Kinnaird 
said of the bill. “There have been 
hearings across the state and 
overwhelmingly people said they 
did not want fracking.”

Erin Wynia, a policy analyst for 
the N.C. League of Municipalities, 
said her group supports fracking 

because of its potential to encour-
age economic development and 
create jobs.

But the league wants state and 
local representation on the bill’s 
newly created Oil and Gas Board 
— which will oversee the develop-
ment and regulation of fracking 
in the state.

If the bill passes, the board will 
consist of nine appointed mem-
bers connected to the develop-
ment of the new industry.

“What would happen is essen-
tially a state-level board making 
decisions about land uses at the 
local level,” Wynia said. “Local 
decisions are best made at the 
local level.”

Wynia said this change is sup-
ported by several legislators and is 
likely to be implemented.

Taylor said although the bill 
is likely to pass, there is growing 
state and local movement against 
fracking. She said Stokes County 
commissioners — all of whom 
are Republicans — voted to ban 
fracking.

“Local governments are starting 
to pay attention to what impact 
fracking will have on communities.”

Contact the State & National 
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.

Dth/meliSSa key
The monks chant to Buddha until enlightenment is reached and they 
can begin the process of creating the sacred sand mandala. 
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 JUNE

 Serving  CAROLINA BREWERY  Beers  on Tap!

 AUGUST (cont)

 www.catscradle.com

 **Advance ticket sales at SchoolKids  Records (Raleigh), CD Alley (CH). 
 Buy tickets on-line  www.etix.com  |  For phone orders CALL 919-967-9053

 The  BEST  live music ~ 18 & over admitted

 SHOWS @ Local 506  (Chapel Hill) 
 June 19  K. FLAY w/Colin Munroe ($10)
 June 28  MOONFACE La Big Vic**($10/$12)
 July 19  HANK & CUPCAKES and THE BROADCAST**($10/$12)
 July 21  TIM BARRY**($10)

 SHOWS @ The Casbah  (Durham) 
 June 14  BRAVE COMBO w/ Phatlynx**($13/$15)

 FRIDAY, JUNE 12
 ABBEY ROAD LIVE

 14 TH  DAWES w/ Special Guest SARA WATKINS**$17/$20
 15 FR  ABBEY ROAD LIVE! Presents Sgt Pepper 45th Anniversary 

 Concert**($14/$16)
 16 SA  11 AM: ABBEY ROAD LIVE! ALL-AGES MATINEE
 16 SA  ( 8 PM)  THE CONNELLS / DRIVIN’ N CRYIN’ w/ Chris 

 Hendricks**($17/$20)
 20 WE  LUCERO w/ Robert Ellis**($15/$18)
 22 FR  WHITEOUT RAVE One-Year Anniversary!
 23 SA  BROTHER ESAU/ SOUTH WING**($6/$8)
 27 WE  LOS CAMPESINOS!**($15) w/Yellow Ostrich
 30 SA  DIRTY SOUTH FEST! w/... Cro-Mags, Pietasters, Flatfoot 56, 

 much more...

 SA 7  “WHAT DID YOU EXPECT”... Archers Of Loaf 
 Documentary North Carolina Premiere!**($6/$8)

 FR 13  BEST COAST w/ Those Darlins**($17/$19)
 SA 14  CYNAMATIK PRESENTS... COLOSSEUM GAMES
 16 MO  CROCODILES**($10/$12)
 19 TH  THE GASLIGHT ANTHEM w/ Dave Hause**($20)
 20 FR  VALIENT THORR w/ Holy Grail, Royal Thunder and The 

 Kickass**($10/$12)
 27 FR  DELTA RAE CD Release Party w/ A City On The Lake**($12)
 29 SU  THE ZOMBIES**($32/$35)

 1 WE  JOSH RITTER**($20)
 3 FR  COSMIC CHARLIE (Grateful Dead Covers)
 4 SA  LITTLE FEAT**($30) w/ The Villians
 11 SA  SEBADOH**($15)
 12 SU  mewithoutYou w/ Buried Beds and Kevin Devine**($15)

 21 TU  THE BRIAN JONESTOWN MASSACRE w/ Magic Castles**  
  ($17/$20)

 24 FR  HOLY GHOST TENT REVIVAL**($10/$12)

 8 SA  WHO’S BAD? (The Ultimate Michael Jackson Tribute 
 Band)**$15

 9 SU  YEASAYER**($22/$25)
 10 MO  STREET DOGS w/ Downtown Struts, Roll The Tanks, Koffin 

 Kats**($13/$15)
 11 TU  ARIEL PINK’S HAUNTED GRAFFITI w/ BODYGUARD and 

 Moon Diagrams**($15)
 12 WE  SUPERSUCKERS**($12/$15)
 15 SA  THE FEELIES**($18/$20)
 18 TU  THE ADICTS**($17/$20)
 23 SU  TWIN SHADOW**($15/$18)
 24 MO  MARGARET CHO “MOTHER”** ($25)

 1 MO  POLICA**($12/$14)
 4 TH  GODSPEED YOU! BLACK EMPEROR**($22/$25)
 10 WE  MELVINS LITE**($15/$17)
 11/12/13  ( Th/Fr/Sa) YR15... 15 Year celebration for Yep Roc Records! 

 w/ Nick Lowe, Robyn Hitchcock, Fountains of Wayne, Eleni 
 Mandell, John Doe, The Sadies & many more

 24 WE  LAGWAGON /Fat Wreck CHords Tour W/ Dead To Me, 
 Flatliners, Useless ID**($18/$20; on sale 6/15)

 1 TH  ELECTRIC SIX**

 SEPTEMBER

 JULY

 OCTOBER

 WE ARE ALSO PRESENTING...
 July 7  SHAWN MULLINS w/ Callaghan**($20)
 SHOW @ Haw River Ballroom
 July 25  THE TALLEST MAN ON EARTH**($15/$18)
 SHOW @ Motorco  (Durham) 
 July 20  MC CHRIS**($13/$15) w/ Powerglove and Richie Branson
 SHOW @ Disco Rodeo  (Raleigh) 
 OCT. 18  PASSION PIT**($24/$27; on sale June 15, noon)

 SHOW @ Carolina Theatre  (Durham) 
 Aug 7  BRANDI CARLILE
 SHOW @ DPAC  (Durham) 
 Sept 1  DEAD CAN DANCE 
 SHOW @ NC Museum of Art  (Raleigh) 
 July 10  ANDREW BIRD w/ special guest Mavis Staples

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
 LOS CAMPESINOS

 NOVEMBER

 THURSDAY, OCT 18
 PASSION PIT
 DISCO RODEO

 AUGUST

 SUNDAY, SEPT 9
 YEASAYER

 TUESDAY, JULY 10
 ANDREW BIRD

 NC MUSEUM OF ART

 WED, JULY 25
 THE TALLEST MAN ON EARTH

 HAW RIVER BALLROOM

 Are you currently experiencing
 PAIN

 around one or both of your lower
 WISDOM TEETH?

 UNC School of Dentistry is presently enrolling healthy subjects who:

 are non-smokers between the ages of 18 and 35
 have pain and signs of inflammation (pericoronitis) 
 around a lower wisdom tooth (3rd molar)

 Participation requires three visits. Benefits for participating include:

 free initial treatment of painful problem
 a free dental cleaning
 up to $50.00 payment for your time
 free consult regarding options for 3rd molar treatment

 If interested, please contact: Tiffany V. Hambright, RDH

 Clinical Research Coordinator • Department of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

 919-966-8376 or Tiffany_Hambright@dentistry.unc.edu
 you will be contacted within 24 hours.

600 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill, NC 27514

twitter.com/UniversAptsUnc facebook.com/UniversityApartmentsUnc

universityapartments-unc.com   |   919.929.6357

STUDENT  HOUSINGNew STUDENT  HOUSINGNew

5  minute  walk - franklin
   s

treet

10  minute  walk - the  pit

5 minute
walk

5 minute
walk

NEWLY
renovated

NEWLY
renovated

 Downtown Chapel Hill •   942-PUMP
 106 W. Franklin St.   (Next to He’s Not Here)

 www.yogurtpump.com

 NOW ACCEPTING

 YoPo’s fresh new flavors have been

 Keeping  Keeping 
   Carolina Cool   Carolina Cool
     Since 1982!     Since 1982!


