Walter Julian Klein
Conducted by Tom Bowers on October 5, 2007, in Charlotte, N.C.
(31:41)

This is an accurate account of the interview, but it is not a transcript.
Klein was a student in the school in 1940-41.

Track 1 (6:26). He discussed his memories of the department in 1940-41. He got into the department as a freshman, and he had sweet memories of Walter Spearman, who was like another student. Klein’s son Richard also studied under Spearman. Skipper Coffin was a curmudgeon, and he accepted no crap from anyone. He had a father image, but he was not fatherly to all students. Coffin took students to police court and told them to learn. Phillips Russell was creative and a short-story writer. Klein talked about Julius Goldstein, a fellow student. Klein worked with Sylvan Meyer, managing editor of the Daily Tar Heel. Klein wrote DTH stories and turned them in for courses.

Track 2 (7:06). He described memories of Chapel Hill and the university. The university was hungry for any warm body and sent recruiters to the New York City area. He remembered how hot it was on the day he arrived. With two friends, he found a place at 121 Mallette Street, at the home of the Perrys. He remembered Dr. Frank Porter Graham and the fact that he said “hell” and “damn.” Students could go to his house any time. Klein wrote about many tough topics. Alexander Boyd Andrews, the chairman of the Board of Trustees, became his chief source for many stories, but he could not reveal him as the source. He got scoop after scoop. One story was about William Ackland and the art museum. Klein said his series of articles about Ackland led to the museum being located at UNC. 

Track 3 (2:47). He gave details about the Ackland story. UNC got the art museum because it needed it more than the other schools that were contending for it. 


Track 4 (3:50).  He discussed memories of more students (his heroes) as he looked at a copy of the Yackety Yack. They included Sylvan Meyer, Orville Campbell, Richard Adler, Henry Mall, Paul Colton, Bob Hoak, Jim Wallace, Bob Levin, Hugh Morton (took pictures for all of Klein’s stories), Terry Sanford (a graduate student), and Lou Harris (always dead serious). They had many arguments and debates at night. 


Track 5 (5:14). He described the campus at the outbreak of World War II. He listened to news about Pearl Harbor on a radio. Men looked at themselves and wondered what they were doing there. They thought of friends who had dropped out of school because of the war, and they thought about the draft. Some men wore uniforms, carried wooden rifles, and drilled in Kenan Stadium, even though they were not in the army. There were military men on campus because of training programs. He stayed in school through the summer of 1942 and finally enlisted in the Army Air Forces in November. 

Track 6 (4:32). He started in the advertising business after the war ended. His wife’s pregnancy was complicated by the baby’s Rh factor, so he did not go back to school. They lived in Charlotte, and he found a job easily in December 1946, joining the advertising department of the Charlotte Observer. He was the art director and an advertising salesperson. He started at $40 per week, and it soon was increased to $60. After a year, he started his own advertising agency in the Mayfair Hotel on North Tryon Street. He added people and moved to the Selvin Hotel and then his own building. He got quickly into television advertising at his agency. 

Track 7 (1:46). He talked about his current life and activities. He just had his eighth great-grandchild and has a wonderful wife and family. His passions are Freemasonry, Judiasm, writing, and memberships in many organizations. He is busier than ever. 
