
Interview with Jerry Jewell, Little Rock, Arkansas, June 12, 197^.

conducted by Jack Bass and Walter De Vries, transcribed by Linda Killen.

Jack Bass: I'm going to ask you first, could you tell us a little bit

about your own background, including your own involvement in politics.

Jewell: Backgroundwise, I'm from eastern Arkansas. It's referred to

as the black belt

The eastern part of Arkansas, which goes all the way to the Mississippi

River, is the primary black belt for the state. I'm from

county^

J.B.: How do you spell that?

Jewell: Grittenden. I went through grade school there at West Memphis

and Marriette, Arkansas, both of which are in Grittenden county. And

high school in Shelby county, Tennessee. Which is west Tennessee, the

same county as Memphis is in. Except that I was in a training school

outside the city limits. And then from there, of course, I spent four

years at Arkansas AN&M, which is now the University of Arkansas at Pine

Bluff. B.S. degree in what we call, was referred to then as pre-med or

pre-dental. And from there I was admitted to

School for Dentistry. School of Dentistry in 1953. Four years there.

I graduated 1957, June. Then two years in the armed forces since the

draft board had been kind enough to let me finish my dental training.

Two years in the armed forces as a dental officer. And then from there

into Little Rock. Another statement in my background is, of course,

my parents were primarily farmers, laborers. That's basically my

background workwise and

Except for the period I spent in the midwest working in an automobile
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factory, General Motors, and in a chemical plant in Cleveland, Ohio.

As far as the political side, social action side—

J.B.: Let me ask you just a little bit more about your background.

How large a family do you have? Brothers and sisters.

Jewell: There were born to my parents five boys and girls. Only two

of us, of course survived. As you know, at that time, and even still

now in large measure, eastern Arkansas is somewhat lacking medical wise

[preparedness that is]] in that you had to have, I had to have, I was

delivered by a midwife. But I have a sister who still lives. There

were two boys. One was a twin and the other of course was a still birth,

And the twin boy and twin girl lived about two weeks. My sister is a

college graduate from the same university that I finished, Pine Bluff,

plus she has also a master's degree in education. She's employed now

by the Little Rock school system, which is one of the reasons I came

back to Arkansas after finishing my tour of service. And she is one of

two persons certified by the Little Rock school system and by the

Arkansas education system or education board as teacher trainer for

the school system of Little Rock. She serves on the Arkansas Education

Commission, to which I had the good fortune of recommending her to.

She's married and has three children, one a college graduate, the

other a junior in college, the other boy a senior in high school.

J.B.: Your parents were basically tenant farmers?

Jewell: I was born on a plantation owned by a white gentleman. Several

thousand acres of land he owned. My father did basically share cropping

at that time. Until we left the farm and went to a place called West

Memphis, which is somewhat of an infamous name. But that was basically

the surroundings I had to grow up at least through seven years of my
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early life. Then after we moved to West Memphis he still did the farm

work by coming back to the farm . My father

spent about 37 years. . . . One of the reasons he left the farm, of

course, was to work in an oil mill. I don't know if you.. . well, in

North Carolina you wouldn't have too much cotton, really, since you're

in the textile industry primarily. But he worked in an oil mill in

West Memphis and in Memphis dating back to 1936, I believe. He just

retired last year at the age of about 65, 66. After about 37 years of

oil mill work.

J.B.: This is cotton oil?

Jewell: Cotton oil mill. So really that's all he know. Course now

he's back farming 80 acres of land that is owned on my mother's side of

the family. going full blast,

as if he had about ten more kids to educate.

J.B.: How much eduation did your parents receive?

Jewell: My mother taught school for a short period. She had something

less than a high school education. My father has no education. Maybe

first, second grade. He's able to sign his name, but that's about the

extent of it. He's a very strong willed person, very determined person.

Has a hell of a lot of vision, but vision is usually limited

by, one, his education, in this case. His education being limited. . .

when I say limited I mean in the sense as to how to accomplish what he

might envision. My mother, of course, is the brain of the family. She

managed the small sum of money that my father was able to earn and bring

home. And as a result put my sister and I through college and med school

without working.

J.B.: And you came back to Little Rock in what year?

Jewell: I got out of the service in '59- I came here in '59, July.



J.B.: And then what?

Jewell: Well, since being in Little Rock and, in fact, prior to coming

to Little Rock, I've always, even going back to high school days. . . .

I remember a gentleman came to me once, I was about 11th or 12th grade.

Wanted me to do some basic field work for NAAGP as recruiter, getting

memberships, secure memberships and distribute literature as related

to NAACP's involvement in education, economics and what have you. The

high school I attended at that time was Shelbytown Training School, had

as its principal a gentleman by the name of Mr R.J. Riley, who was from

the hills of east Tennessee. Rockwood. Good man. A man with solid

convictions and a view toward improving people, black and white,

black people because it was a black school at

that time. And Mr Riley gave the gentleman permission to talk with me.

And he did and I did the best that I could.

J.B.: The principal was white or black?

Jewell: Principal was black. So that was really my indoctrination

into the area of social awareness, social involvement, social advance

ment, both educationally or economically. And from there to college

where I was involved in several projects to improve or to make blacks

more aware of what's available to them. But then after coming here,

out of service, and having been two years in the dental corps, even

though I was a professional in the dental corps, I had problems being

your only man or what we usually refer to as quote my own man unquote.

To stay aloof of or avoid becoming a part of any type of cliche to

enjoy some of the pleasant things that the other boys would enjoy.

I was £on a post with] about 25 dentists. Two black. The white fel

lows would range anywhere from the southern portion of the country to

the north portion, or west or east. There were everything. Jews,
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Episcopalians, Presbyterians, you name it. But I ran into constant

problems in doing my thing as a professional and being respected on

a professional basis ran into about 5, of those ^5 persons, about

5 or 6 real men, or what I would refer to as real men. A young

was named Henry Tessa. Jewish boy. He's a very

individual. A gentleman.

And another fellow from Illinois. Protestant white boy. Who was

very very clever he was completing his

participation, whatever it might be. So I did run into some good men

while I was there. But all in all, it sharpened my awareness of what

going on and the change that was taking place and the change that

needed to take place, even then. Of course you know it was during the

time that Sputnik was in the air and all that kind of stuff. But

after coming to Little Rock I my practice, which afforded

me the opportunity to engage in some of these things that otherwise I

would not be able to engage in. I became [overly/openly] involved in

the social community, the NAACP being my primary area of

involvement. And also being associated and participated at one time or

another with the Urban League, the Arkansas Council on Relations,

Council on Urban Affairs, Junior Deputies, the [EOA?]. In fact I

served on the community action agency board for about four and a half

years, for about two

years. Had a significant hand in determining the type of quality of

persons that were employed to carry out the mandate of the highway

program, which was, of course, derived from the '65 civil rights law.

But from that then to other things. But that's basically my background

up to the time I came to Little Rock, and the first few years since

being in Little Rock. And of course since then. . . I don't know.
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Somewhere between '59 or '60 and '65, I came to this conclusion. That,

what is it, the scientist developed the law, all or nothing law, I be

lieve it is. I'm not recalling my science. That if an individual

becomes involved in something with the sole purpose of advancing man

kind, all humanity, or else he'll get out of it. Or I could put it in

a different way. If I'm involved in something then it has to be for

total improvement, and that even though I might irritate some person,

the irritation about me would not be toward doing anything harmful

toward those persons but what I could do to advance the

total cause of John Q Public, the average person on the street. Then

I say, well, with my profession and the support that I have patientwise

I can afford to do this with the least amount of negative response by

those who would be opposed to it. And as a result I in

volve myself in NAAGP locally and statewide. Held the state NAAGP presi

dency for about seven years and the local NAAGP for about four years.

During that time shortly before and after the '&+ civil rights law

when things were extremely acute in the sense that no one really knew

what tomorrow would bring. But I felt that regardless of what might

occur, that the results was worth the involvement or the opportunities

for open toward or open for people. Particularly

young people. And particularly black young people who would be worth

being involved and whatever effect it might cause on me by my partici

pation. And I think probably the record shows that I was right, or

those persons that I was associated, I had the fortune of being asso

elated with, were working and fostering the whole idea of change.

Walter De Vries: What have been the biggest changes, politically,

since 1959?

Jewell: Politically, you've had blacks who have involved themselves or
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who have attempted to involve themselves politically, at the grass root

level, the county level. Which is really where the action is. It's

the nitty gritty of it. You can involve yourself to the extent of

having positions or acquire positions that will demand some respecta

bility. At the same time you need to carry out what really is the man

date of the total political party, whichever party it might be. In

this case, the Republican party, I mean Democratic party. But it gives

you an opportunity to really participate and to assure all those other

persons who might come in that politics can be good.

W.D.V.: Did you see a significant number of blacks getting involved in

Democratic politics during that period, say in the last 15 years?

Jewell: I'd say the last 15 years you've had a number of blacks to ex

pose themselves to varying degrees in political . . .

W.D.V.: They been successful?

Jewell: Some have. Most have not. You have to realize, of course,

that Arkansas is probably the poorest state, one of the poorest states.

In terms of political acumen we're probably one of the least of the

;tates. As far as black involvement in politics, we're probably near

the bottom as well,

W.D.V.: Why is that?

Jewell: Well, number one, we just have not availed ourselves of even

the opportunity to participate when the opportunity was there or was

afforded us. And all too often we said "Well, why do it anyway. They

are going to do it the way they want to do it." Without them realizing

that numbers can make a change, the vote can make a change if the

vote is significant enough numerically, to effectual a change. So they

tend to say "Well, don't bother. Leave it alone." Let the dog continue

to sleep. This is unfortunate. It is an erroneous position for them
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to take. But they have taken it, or we have taken it. And until we

change we won't have the type of political involvement we should have

in politics. And when I say that I'm talking about running for state

wide office. In the sense that one would hope we'd have some chance

of winning a state wide office. Not just for the sake of running, for

a state wide office.

W.D.V.: How far away do you think that day is, now, when a black would

run for a state wide office?

Jewell: Oh, well, I would say within the next few years. Most certainly.

If a black would make up his mind now to run for a state wide office in

'?6 he'd and run a very credible race, I would

think. [But he would have to have a firm conviction^] to some degree.

He would have to be a black who was able to communicate, who had a

program, who was concerned about people. He would have to be a black

who had, at that time or who had now, a track record in this whole field

of human advancement. Rather than someone who is selected by the white

majority and put into the race and then, of course, controlled during

the election or during the campaign as well as afterwards if he's suc

cessful. I would hope for the day in, say, another two to four years

when we would have a black running for the US Congress. We have blacks

who are qualified academically now. And perhaps some who are qualified

politically now but who have not thrust themselves forward to that level

or to that degree and become involved in national politics.

W.D.V.: Do you think the state is ready?

Jewell: When you come to that sort of response, area of question, my

position is obvious, always been that nobody's ready for anything until

you actually seek the office. If we waited for the state to get ready

we could wait until maybe year 2000. So I would say that it's the



page 9

individual's responsibility, or would be the individual's responsibility

seeking political office to convince those of the popula

tion that "My name is John Doe. I'm running for office. I want to be

your US Congressman or your US Senator from this district or from the

;. I think that perhaps my qualifications are adequate

to give you the type of representation you should have. I most certainly

have the conviction and the desire to serve you." Or something of this

sort. And really sell this program to them. Even though, usually,

whites vote for whites, and a lot of blacks vote for whites just because

he's white, I still think that an individual who might run for office—

what the healing man says does wonders, you know. I see that individual

running for office, if I was, and coming to you for support, even though

you may be totally opposed to my candidacy. It's a matter of my being

able to communicate with you or gain your ear. Now whether I may do

it or not is another question. And then to give to you, I get over to

you my total program. And ask you for support. But I think today that

if we wait for to set ready or the state to get ready it

will never happen. The individual has to cause it.

J.B.: Going back ten years ago, in the last ten years, what was your

progress in that period? I mean what were you doing?

Jewell: During that time?

J.B.: Yeah. '&+, '66, '68. Politically.

Jewell: Well, I'd have to add to that politically and the civil rights

movement.

J.3.: Right.

Jewell: I led the March on Washington from Arkansas. I was, at that

time, president of the Little Rock branch only. Yeah. President of

the Little Rock branch at that time. I had not—
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J.B.: That's the NAAGP.

Jewell: Right. And I think I may have been in my first year as state

conference president. I'm not sure. But I led the march on Washington.

So I had a fairly good conception of what the '64 civil rights act was

all about. Even before it was signed into law. Since then, of course,

my. . . '65, '66 up through maybe about '70, my main thrust was to try

to educate those persons that I had contact with. We had branches in

about 35 counties. To motivate them to the point of keeping these

branches active and to avail themselves of information that's available

in all these areas. Education, economics, entrepreneurship by minor

ities or minority . To cause them to advance them

selves in the local community and also give them the idea that whatever

happens in a community is going to be determined really by those persons

living in that community rather than by a person who comes from another

community over there. I can only inform them of what's available. But

that, plus my involvement here locally. . . . For instance, blacks were

not allowed in the dental association. And I thought it was an insult

really to an individual who came to this state, took the state boards,

and still couldn't become a part of the American Dental Association or

its sub-units. I participated in that change.

J.B.: Did you bring suit or. . .?

Jewell: really, that's all it was. Many men, and

usually men at a certain level, education wise, should be able to force

some degree of reason. And this way we were able to solve that.

J.B.: What about voter registration?

Jewell: Voter registration, NAACP, participating in it over the years

along with other organizations. We have been able over the state—and

I'm talking about NAAGP, the Urban League, Arkansas Council ,
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have been able to increase the registration of blacks. And we're now

oraething like 100,000 votes, registered votes. And these persons can,

really, determine an election. The recent race between Fulbright and

Bumpers. Although it didn't go the way I wanted it to go. ¥

indication of what really could happen voterwise. The election, oh,

about two, four years ago, when Rockefeller first ran for office is a

good example of what could happen when you have a significant registra

tion going on. So with voter registration, with the advent of added

[avid?] participation by blacks in the political arena, has caused some

change.

J.B.: You're not still president of the NAAGP?

Jewell: No I'm not. I've been out of that now going on two years. Be

cause 01' the state office that I hold.

J.B.: And when was the first time you ran for office?

Jewell: I ran for the Arkansas constitutional convention about

years ago. Of course I failed in that. And a gentleman by the name of

Mr Gatherow [?] who was an old Little Rock family, of course all the

old views that remained. [Governer named Kilby?]] And we were running,

of course, county wide. Citywide, county wide I believe it was. And I

lost that election to him. So that constitutional convention was in

either '68 or 70. I'm not sure. And then the next office I ran for,

public office, was for the state senate.

J.B.: ¥hat year was that?

Jewell: '?2.

J.B.: Is that a single member district?

Jewell: Yeah. You know, we reapportioned Arkansas in '71, I believe it

was. Every senatorial district is a single member district. But not every
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house of representatives district is a single member district. We have

several areas where we have multi-member districts in the house of

representatives. And my particular senatorial district is one exarnpL

in that simply the representatives [or the representative district?]

is not broken down. From this district, we have three representatives.

In Arkansas the population for an area would have to be something like

51 to 55, something like that. Population in my district, I think, is

about 5^»000 people and qualifies for one senator and three repre

sentatives. This is referred to as district three.

W.D.V.: Are you the only black senator in the senate?

Jewell: Unfortunately.

W.D.V.: And how many blacks are representatives?

Jewell: Three.

W.D.V.: Three. And all from this same district?

Jewell: No. Two from this district and one from Pine Bluff.

W.D.V.: Are you the first black to serve in the state senate?

Jewell: First black to serve in the senate since 18— something.

W.D.V.: Did it turn out the way you thought it would? The reception,

when you got there, did it turn out to be— your perception. . .

Jewell: Race or my being in the senate?

W.D.V.: Just the way you reacted to the senate?

J.B.: Let me ask you a question about the race itself. What percentage

of black population. . .?

Jewell: This district is about 60-40, black-white. Voter registration

wise, about 50-50 I think.

J.B.: And you ran against an opponent, right?

Jewell: Ran against an opponent in the general election.
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J.B.: Was he an:.incumbent?

Jewell: No, no. Under the redistrlcting plan. . . and of course you

always have this redistricting after every ten years. The census. My

opponent was not an incumbent and in fact the gentleman who was the

senator from this area moved to Jacksonville about a year before that

and of course he's in county now. So this position

was without an incumbent.

J.B.: But you ran against a white opponent?

Jewell: Mo, I ran against a black opponent, from the Republican party

in the November election.

J.B.: How did it come out?

Jewell: Oh, I beat him by about two to one, I believe it was.

J.B.: Were you active in the Rockefeller movement?

Jewell: No, I was not.

J.B.: In '6k, were you supporting Rockefeller or Faubus?

Jewell: I wasn't supporting either candidate althoughl voted for Rocke

feller when he ran against the governor.

J.B.: How about in '66, '68, '70?

Jewell: All right. Now '66 was when Rockefeller won the first time,

I believe it was.

J.B.: Right.

Jewell: He lost to Faubus in '6k. He wonagainst Jim Johnson in '66.

All right. I voted for Rockefeller in '6k. I voted for him in '66.

I voted for him in '68, I believe it was. He won two terms as governor.

I did not vote for him in '70 when he ran against the Democrat, whoever

the Democrat, Bumpers. Right. But I was not a Rockefeller supporter in

the sense of participating in the Republican party, no.

J.B.: Were many blacks. . . many
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blades into the Republican party at that time, during that period.

Jewell: There were a very significant, really a significant number of

blacks who went to the Republican party as participants [[over the

te, primarily?^ I'm not sure, based on the conditions now that

exist, I'm not sure whether it was a case of their supporting Rocke

feller or following the Rockefeller image or the name or whether it

was really sincerely their interests are involved in the Republican

party. Based on the last election, it would seem to be the former.

They're interested really in just giving support to Mr Rockefeller,

not being involved in the Republican party. Because most of those per

sons now are in the Democratic column.

W.D.V.: Let me go back to your experiences in the senate. You were

the first black to be there. Did it turn out the way you thought it

was going to turn out, both as a senator and as a black?

Jewell: Well. . . let me see how I can answer that. Having been a farm

boy and worked in the fields, , it really

doesn't bother me how an individual responds to my presence or lack of

presence. I had no problems in the senate as to whether or not I'd

been accepted, non-acceptance. In fact I really didn't give a damn

whether they accepted me or not. It was just that I had a responsibility

to represent those persons who had elected me to the senate, from this

district. More specifically, more pointedly answering your question,

there were men who were not as congenial as perhaps they could have been

or that I thought they could have been. But otherwise, through outright

objection to me or whathaveyou, I had no problems at all. I don't know

if it was a case of my having been involved in NAAGP work over the state

that they laid off me or what. But I really had no problems in that

sense. I was able to participate in the deliberations. I had trouble
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with some of my bills, of course, as most of them did. One bill in

particular, that was sponsored jointly by the house and the senate,

by the blacks in the house and the senate, was a human resource bill.

Just a nice way of saying civil rights bill. That I had difficulty in

getting the support of a majority of the senate in order to get it

through. In fact they put me off 'til the last week, which I thought

was a damn insult, but I couldn't fightthat. They had the

So it may have been a case where we did not do our homework as we should

have and been ready to begin the race when the president pro tern. . .

rather the speaker of the house as well as the lieutenant governor of

the senate . We should have

been ready then. And perhaps we were not completely ready and maybe

the fact that this being our first term was not reason enough for not

being ready, I would hope that when the session starts in January

next year that we'll have all our guns cocked and ready. And it will

be a matter of giving and take. He may support their legislation if

."a good legislation and they'll support ours.

.J.i That bill failed to pass, is that right?

Jewell: Failed to pass, that's right.

J.B.: There is no human rights or civil rights commission in this

:;tate, is there?

Jewell: No, there is not.

W.D.V.: Did you get the committee did you want it

Jewell: I asked education. I also asked banking and commerce, or in

surance and commerce, I believe it is, yeah. I got the education com

mittee aa4 mm but I did not get the other committee i~

was assigned to the legislative affairs. That's the catch all committee,
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That's for the hams or those who just started. So maybe that's just a

part of my indoctrination. Of course the education committee, the reason

for being in that is obvious. But in the other area, of insurance and

commerce, it is really one of the committees where the action really

takes place in that it has a lot to do with laws, what have you, that

are passed, that are put up or do pass, what have you, that will re

late to that industry. Mostly it will come out of commerce. Here we're

talking about jobs, business, firms, industry, what have you. And I

didn't get that assignment. I wish I had. My having served in the

senate was a complete revelation of something that I had thought.

Didn't anticipate. Let me put it that way. I thought my having parti

cipated in NAAG? for ten years, fifteen years was sufficient and tha".

I would know everything I'd come in contact with. But it wasn't quite

that case. As far as parliamentary procedure concerned, no problem:

there. But in terms of what really, really happens when you start talk

ing about budgeting a dollar. . . you can examine it in the budget of

agencies, departments, what have you. When you start talking about plan

ning ahead as to what you'll use for the next biannura or what have you

for the education or for commerce or what have you, then it's a differ

ent ball game. It•s one that's very intriguing. It's one that I would

wish or hope for any young man, in politics or out of politics, to

have the experience of going through. I enjoyed it. And I think as

a result of having been associated I've grown some. Perhaps my vision

has been broadened. But the education assignment I did enjoy. I wai

able to participate in, say—as well as co-sponsor—a kindergarten bill.

The income tax relief bill for families of, say, 4 with $5,000 or lesr

Three with $4,500 or less. Two with $4,000 or less. On down. Had

the opportunity to deliberate and discuss with the education committee

as well as help co-sponsor a textbook bill for kids. kid;
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go to school regardless of what his home life might be like. Go to

school and have an equal chance as an affluent child of getting an educa

tion. He has his textbooks and materials made available to him free of

charge.

J.B.: Was Arkansas the last state to provide free text books?

Jewell: Probably one of the last I imagine.

.: I think it is. Is there a state wide black political leadership

or organization? Political. I'm thinking strictly political now.

Jewells Not really, except that what we are trying to do and what we

did try to do and are going to try to improve on this year. What we

would hope to do is to utilize our offices, our office, and [we would

be the pawns inj this case. . .

W.D.V.: You mean your legislative office,

Jewells Right. And we would we would be the one really

acting as servants of the people and that the four state elected officials

would assume the responsibility of developing the nucleus

or bringing together all elected officials from the various counties,

whereever it might be, down to the justice of peace, into one political

unit. And as a result of this we'd be able to wield some type of posi

tive force and gain those things that we want.

W.D.V.: But as of yet you don't have an association of black public

elected officers.

Jewell: We don't have an association although I am chairman of what we

call the black legislative membership in the [senate and?] in the house.

J.B.: You're trying to expand that interest state wide association of

black elected officials.

Jewell: All elected officials, right.

J.B.: Georgia has one. Are you thinking of one in similar terms to the
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one in Georgia?

Jewell: Well, I'm not too familiar as to the detail of the content of

what makes up the Georgia thing. It might quite possibly be that we

would be similar to them. I don't know. But what we envision is a

loose knit thing where an individual wouldnot have to lose his identity.

This is one of the bugs that most of them are concerned about. The

of identity. But they would not have to lose their identity. Just

that they would come together with us or we would come together with

them in order to develop programs that would effect all of us on this

thing. And use our resources and our strength, our combined strength,

in order to gain these things.

W.D.V.: How many black elected officials are there?

Jewell: In the state of Arkansas? I don't know, I imagine maybe about

a couple hundred, including justice of the peace.

W.D.V.: That includes the city offices as well.

Jewell: City offices, right. You know we have about four or five black

mayors in black cities, so to speak. [lists three cities, one of which

is Cotton Flat.1 One other place. About five I believe it is. But

when you start naming justices of the peace the list is endless. W

have persons here in Little Rock. We have the

vice mayor of the city's black. And there's another black as well on

the board of directors. There are other persons who are elected to of

fice in Pine Bluff, Texarkana, Ft Smith, I believe. So these persons

could come in and participate and at the same time maintain their own

individual thing and their own community.

J.B.: Are any of the black elected officials in Arkansas Republicans?

[interruption. ~]

W.D.V.: Are there any prominent black leaders still left in the Republican
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organization since Rockefeller, since '70? Or have they all pretty much

moved back into the Democratic party?

Jewell: Those persons who were supporters, strong supporters of Mr

Rockefeller are still here.

W.D.V.: Are they still identified with the Republican party?

Jewell: I really couldn't say, because this year you really had no

significant participation or involvement by blacks in the Republican

party. That is by blacks with any degree of credibility about them at

all. We didn't have any involvement. In fact you had

no blacks from the Republican party participating in any of the primaries,

Even though all three house seats in this district were coming up. No

blacks from the Republican party challenged anybody. Or anywhere else

in the state that I know of. The black Democratic legislator from Pine

Bluff was not challenged by a black Republican. 5

that's saying anything, if anything can be read from that or not.

W.D.V.: You mean the black incumbent legislators, Democratic. . .

they're all Democrats, right?

Jewell: Right.

W.D.V.: Had no Republican opposition in the general election?

Jewell: No.

J.B.: Any additional blacks nominated in the Democratic primary, the

legislature this year;

Jewell: No.

J.B.: So it's going to be the same four back next year.

Jewell: Right.

W.D.V.: Weren't there any blacks challenging anybody else?

Jewell: Yeah, in the Democratic primary, yes.

W.D.V.: They all lose?
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Jewell: All the challengers lost.

W.D.V.: Mere they challenging all whites?

Jewell: Uhhhhh. There's one white man, of course from the district.

have a saying now though we are predominantly black, that

is, registrationwise, we're not all black in our representation. This

should say to the rest of the state or the rest of the nation

you may be better than white,

The one white gentleman from my district is a very intelligent young man.

In fact he's a college professor. He had some opposition. In fact

another gentleman who teaches at the same university he does. Both

were at Yale or Harvard. And his black opposition, one of them, was a

gentleman has a Ph.D. degree in mathematics who gave him a heck of a

good race. He survived both his opposition and that of a third party.

W.D.V.: Is this district pretty well gerrymandered?

Jewell: I whether it's gerrymandered or not, be

cause it's not a case where you come down and make a U and a V and all

[[interrupted by phone call.]

In my profession you always follow, what do you call them, mottoes I guess

I'm the type of guy that takes a [sucker's point?], you know. A person

come to me and give me a sob story [something about cosigning something.]

And I can't cosign, you know, because I'm involved with the

government or part of this project over here. If I

sign it I'm in violation with my agreement with the federal government,

[NDA?] [Unclear.]

W.D.V.: Is this a housing development?

Jewell: No, no.

known as

My corporation is

Inc. This is the headquarters. That' i

picture of the building we're doing. We will be probably the first black
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oriented group anywhere in the country. . . . When I say black oriented,

whites are part of us. We're inviting more whites in .... But we're

probably the first black oriented group anywhere in the country to put

up a first class motel with a national franchise. With the use of both

federal and private sector money. This was made possible through the

complete response and help, especially by Mr Wilbur Mills which is our

Congressman from this district, as well as the two Senators, Mr Fulbright

and Mr McGlellan. But more especially Mr Mills. We'll have a national

chain here and we'll run a first class business.

J.B.: What chain will it be?

Jewell: The

J.B.: What's the name of the company?

Jewell: All Inc. A-1-1-. Doesn't mean anything. Just a simple name.

All Inc. 154 rooms, eating facilities and bar and all these other

things. Complete [unclear.]

W.D.V.: I forgot my question.

Jewell: I forgot it too.

[End of side of tape.]

Ten. I'd say there are at least five. Five or ten blacks in the state

of Arkansas whom you would refer to as black leaders with statewide

following.

W.D.V.: Who are they? I saw a poll done in 1972 that was an effort to

try to identify about ten of them.

Jewell: Yeah, well, I would prefer not to get into the area of saying

who they are less I leave somebody out who might consider themselves in

that category. I would say there are five or ten blacks who you may

category or refer to as state wide black leaders. Politically or

just leaders period.
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: Do they get together on any sort of at least informal basis?

Jewell: Not really. One of the short comings. lack of adequate

communication. One of the things we would hope to solve.

J.B.: How was your working relationship—and when I mean your, I mean

yours and the house members—with Gov Bumpers?

Jewell: Well, no problem. The governor was very positive in his programs

or the things that he had at least listed on his agenda [to the senate

for legislation?] The text book bill, the kindergarten bill, the free

drug bill, were all bills primarily originated or sponsored by the

governor and then he asked us to join one or two or three other.

[Something about asking one or more blacks to support or cosponsor these

bills.] I'm not sure what he was trying to say to us. The thing that

disturbed me was that it hadn't occurred prior to that and he had one

term in office prior to that, of course. But they were some of the things

-,hat we were considering. Then, of course, as to this—

V.D.Y.i What was the free drug bill?

Jewell: Well, for those persons who were on welfare, they would only

have to pay about 500 per prescription. What you really do is, the

doctor would just increase the number of—whatever type drug it might

be, tablet or capsule—increase the number of double the number two

or three times over what he would normally prescribe for the patient

in order to keep the drug bill down. But with the state paying then

he is able to give the patient adequate—

J.B.: This is basically medicaid extension?

Jewell: Yeah. Essentially. But, as to our relationship with the

governor or my relationships with the governor, none of us had any real

problems with the governor at all except that he lent no support to our

bill particularly the |{g!sxHXHHXtexj bill that I sponsored which would have
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the veteran, who would "be the man who have given of themselves during

the Vietnam war or during the previous wars. the human

resource bill.

J.B.: What did that bill attempt?

Jewell: Basically the only thing about the human resource bill that

had any teeth in it was the fact that it had subpeona powers. The

governor was opposed to it. Said he was afraid of it, you know.

J.B.: Did it create any human relations commission?

Jewell: It would create a human relations commission. But it would have

created that—

W.D.V.: With the power to do what?

Jewell: With the power to really to do anything it saw fit as related

to human rights.

WDV: You mean discrimination.

Jewell: Right. For instance—

J.B.: In effect provide a state civil rights program.

Jewell: In effect provide a state civil rights program or a state

supervisory system whereby you could check imbalances on just about

anything, whether it's private or government. For instance, suppose

you were the purchasing agent for the department of education. And you

were doing business with the

legal pads. And the

company who is selling, say,

company employs no blacks at all. Then,

in effect, you could say "Well, I'm sorry ," based on your

affirmative action plan, or you could request of him—that is the com

mission could—an affirmative action plan. And of course, having none,

this would be a negative thing and the fact that he would totally ex

clude blacks from his employment also would be another problem. So you

could more or less really eliminate him from doing business with the
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state. Or if you had two private agencies involved, it would have some

effect, or some input. To really offer some hope, or some semblance

of hope, for employment or advancement of blacks in the area of employ

ment.

I.B.Y.1 Does the state have an affirmative action program?

Jewell: Not that I know of. Just by the governor, that's

J.B.: Did the governor meet with the black legislators on any regular

or even irregular basis, formally or informally?

Jewell: He met with us maybe once or twice.

J.B.: He initiated it or you initiated it?

Jewell: It was the sort of thing that was caused by or developed as

the result of his wanting to get our support for, say, the kindergarten

bill or something of that sort. We may have met with him maybe once

during the general assembly while we were in session last year just for

a chat. And that was about the extent of it, a chat. The governor really

offered nothing affirmative in the sense that would change the trend o:

the regular standard procedures.

W.D.V.: Has he appointed more blacks than Rockefeller or less?

Jewell: I would not think so. I would not think so. Considering the

fact that you will always have some progress over a period of four years.

Otherwise, no, in my opinion.

J.B.: There's been no acceleration

Jewell: Promised to employ more females and blacks in the administra

tion, but it never materialized. Really one of the things that really

surprised me, you know—

W.D.V.: Why not?

Jewell: Why not? I don't know. I'm not sure what the governor's make
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UP IS.

As to your question, I don't know. But let me add this to it. I was in

his presence once and we were talking about programs designed primarily

to help or those persons we refer to as deprived or neglect

ed or what have you. Toward black. He said "Doc, when you talk about

something with blacks I just fall flat on my face." You know, by that

time in his office. What he's basically saying is that

if we want anything in terras of programs for people. Well, that's

beautiful, it's beautiful language. Except it doesn't work that way.

Just that blacks happen to have been the victims for so long that psycho

logically they need additional help and actually, technically or economic

wise, or whatever the situation might be, they need additional help.

In order to be. Now it is the responsibility of black legislators or

black leaders, these persons we're talking about on the state level, \

jet to the blacks over the state and tell them,

hell for the next five years, or the next two years."

he said "During that tine you better get all you can.

You better avail yourself of all what's available to you in order to

bring you up to par with the white boy." Then you have a black and

white competing for the job and based on that man's personal integrity,

who ever he is, the employer, he will employ the man he wants. Now, he

can do that now and stand a good chance. But after a while he won't be

able to holler that. You know, "I'm black and I've been deprived, and

I haven't had the opportunity to do so and so because of the fact that

I'm black." The man says "Well, you've had programs, programs, programs."

change the attitude of the employer.

At least the black has had the opportunity of getting that additional

training. And it's obvious somebody's going to say to him "you better
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get on the way now." You know, prepare yourself for it. [Talking to

the government, we sayj we need these programs. We need the human re

source program. Black suggests this or that and he just said "Well, I

fall on my face when you mention something, something totally for blacks."

So. . .1 don't know. . . this was probably one of the reasons he was

successful in the campaign, in spite of the Senator's tremendous record.

Then when I went back and about the 1957, '5& southern mani

festo as being the reason for this qualifying, you know. During that

time everybody signed the southern manifesto except for Lyndon Johnson,

Estes Kefauver and Albert Gore. All three of them, of course, being men

of very very high integrity.

W.D.V.: Are you saying that the governor has a lot of rhetoric about

this but doesn't have a very definitive program i

Jewells I see from the governor more rhetoric than anything else.

J.B.s Is it a lack of commitment, or lack of sensitivity?

Jewell: I think he's sensitive, perhaps, to it to some degree but has

no commitment, in my opinion, on his part for the Negro. As an illustra

tion of that, a check of his office would find the establishment there

as totally white.

W.D.V.: Doesn't he have one black?

Jewelli The black's in the basement. He's in the area of human resource

and he has to report to a white female. She's his supervisor. I think

on occasion I mentioned to the governor his promise t( blacks.

Not a black, but blacks. On your staff with equal status to everybody

else on the staff. We need a person who is good enough to take it just

like it is come hell or high water. And I think his response to [the

word?^] was "I couldn't agree with you more." But the black is still in

the basement. The black in the basement is a young man who has a bachelor's
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degree in mathematics, a master's in either education or math, who has a

damn good mind. [Gov doesn't get] the type of involvement or resources

from him that he could get

about status with everybody else.]

on the staff. [Something

the problem there.

I'm sure he's aware of it. As a governor and man of his intelligence

at least should be.

W.D.V.: So you don't think it's the quality of the individual on the

staff that's the problem?'

Jewell: It's not the quality, no. And if the individual is lacking in

, there are a number of blacks out there that he could

employ. There aren't many blacks who might have the

bank roll to tell him, you know, where to get on and get off. But I'm

sure there some blacks out there who can tell him which is the e

which is not.

J.B.: Which is what?

Jewell: It's a colloquial term, excuse me.

J.B.: No go ahead and say the term, cause I just didn't hear it.

Jewell: All right. It's a matter of getting a black on your staff who

is able to tell the governor where the pot is, you know, and when they

should use it or when they shouldn't use it. Or when to get off the

pot. And just that he has not extended himself to the point of trying

to find that person. Just that the man he has is not the man we want.

But it's my conviction that the man who's on his staff now could do the

W.D.V.: If you looked at the political development of blacks in Arkansas

-\s compared to the other ten southern states, from what you know about it,

where would you say that the state would rank?

Jewell: We would rank near the bottom. We're the last state to elect
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blacks to state office.

W.D.V.: Why do you suppose that's true? Because historically it's sup

posed to have been less of a tradition of

Jewell: Yeah, that's a good point. Territorialwise Arkansas has occu

pied rather a unique position in that really we are not a southern state.

We're not a midwestern state and we're really not a southwestern state.

I think that Arkansas, Oklahoma, perhaps Texas, would occupy a similar

position. The educational leaders in the state of Arkansas have been

able, over the years, to influence the academic atmosphere, or to main-

tin sufficiently their influence in the academic atmosphere to more or

less, by direction or indirect action, afford the state an area or period

of really tranquility in the sense that blacks have not really pushed

for some of the things they should be pushing for. I cited a while ago

the fact that blacks were not in the dental association. And coming

out of the service, coming into Arkansas in '59 and '60, and not being

;o go to a dental meeting if you want to go. At least the right

should be there, you know. And blacks accepting it. Or say, for in

stance, who attempt to carry kids to school in

'57* And to think that there would be any blacks at all who would op

pose her having done so, is almost unthinkable. But I understand there

were some blacks who really had second thoughts about [[something about

Little Rock]. And Arkansas has enjoyed—maybe that's not the word to

use—there has been a period where blacks just did not push forward.

And they said the reason why was that whites in Arkansas were not quite

as adamant in their actions toward, in carrying out oppressive actions

or actions against blacks. And as a result blacks a little

different, enjoy a little better community or little better relationship

with whites....
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W.D.V.: But that flies in the face of the fact that Orval Faubus, in

1957» "became sort of a symbol• . . in the beginning. . . for. . . .

Jewell: Yeah, but that was one act, you know. That was one act on the

part of Faubus. Otherwise, Faubus never really did get out there and

boot blacks in the tail. He wasn't oppressive as

say Wallace was. And simply the fact that Wallace has done more recently

than what Faubus did. Faubus, primarily, was a politician. Just out

and out king politician. Not so much as a racist. As I see it. And

this probably means a defense of him. It's just that in comparing him

with, say other areas. . . .

W.D.V.: You mean he viewed it as a technique or tactic. . . .

Jewell: It was a tactic. I'm not sure how he viewed it. I'm saying how

I viewed it, his response. I think that some of those acts. . . and there

was a certain attitude on the part of whites that maybe we'll boot this

black or these blacks . . .we'll attempt to. . .or just said we're

going to and not really carry it out. [[Something about the blacks being

prepared for force and when it doesn't come thinking] it ain't so bad

after all. For instance, in the state of Arkansas, as opposed to the

other southern states, we don't have a bank, or a banking institution

or a financial institution where black wield any force at all. We have

one bank that has one black on its board which is the chance result of

a governor, former governor Rockefeller, appointing his boy to a board,

or having his boy appointed to a board. But that's the only

I'm talking about where they have blacks who are elected to

boards based on that individual's merit. You don't have it. Much less

a black controlled bank. No saving and loan. No mortgage bank. We

don't have a black artitect in this state. We don't really have a first

class black real estate company. We don't have a first class black con-
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struction firm. Now you're probably saying now

who's responsible for all that. I say we are, to a certain extent. Also

that the white community is to a certain extent. This facility over here.

About four years ago I brought in the field workers—NAAGP man out of

Birmingham, Alabama, in the area of labor and what have you—to help

organize or put together a nucleus for a black construction firm. Or

a construction firm that would be primarily controlled by blacks, but

involving also white: [[Something about under one

umbrella^] same thing, do their own individual thing as individual selves.

So for a job like this they'd qualify for it. But you don't even have

ack—or we didn't have a black who would qualify for a job [on those

_uns?] Now it hurts me to the extent that here I am a black senator,

part of an enterprise that's putting up a $3 million motel on an express

way in a city like Little Rock, the capital of the state, and then have

to utilize the services of a white contractor. And mostly, except for

one instance, white subcontractors. The only black subcontractor over

there is a man m less than $40,000. And compared to

all the rest of them [he's/we're?]] spending $3 million. Very very un

fortunate. Very unfortunate. So the state is way, way behind in that

regards. Way behind. I can't think of any area, really. I can't think

of a first class grocery store anywhere in this state, supermarket. . .

W.D.V.: You're saying that both politically and economically the

blacks in this state are behind the other southern states.

Jewell: Right. And shouldn't be. But that's the truth. It's very very

unfortunate and I really don't know what the answer is, really.

J.B.: Know what the cause is?

Jewell: I think I know what some of the causes, some of the reasons

might be. But really the cause. . . I don't know if it's motivation, or
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lack of motivation or the lack of availability of funds in order to do the

things they should do. Maybe it's just a case of being historically de

prived and don't want to change, want to stay like it is. Or if it's

the misdirection of energies of those resources that we do have. You

have some blacks who are financially fairly secure. But you have a prob

lem of getting them to pool their resources. I'm afraid of you and you're

afraid of the other black and the other black's afraid of another black.

So we've got a vicious cycle. Everybody feel that way about it.

[A couple of sentences about monetary distrust, I think—unclear.]

i are a number of reasons behind it, I'm sure. No one reason

would be the main cause. The most important thing is how possibly the

changes or maybe the reasons are necessary j_in order to be changed.J

T..B»i What's your response to Charles Evers1 recent statement that he

could support George Wallace for Vice President.

.: I don't know. I just read it this morning. I was up at

and running. I did my regular mile. Came back home and my boy hand;

me the paper. I have a 1? year old boy who's a senior in high school

at . He had finished the sport area. Football and base

ball enthusiast. And he was reading the front and so he said "

after I finished it." 1 said that's okay. And then he gave me the part

about Charles Evers and then stood back and looked at me to see how I

would respond to it after I read the headline. And I read the first

paragraph or so . I don't know if

I have a response to it. I don't know what Mr Evers response, or reason

for the endorsement. There is the old philosophy of course, is that none

of us have any permanent friends or enemies. So maybe that's his reason.

Ilaybe he's saying that because of Mr Wallace's close, should I say,

contact with death almost, his close shave with death and his present
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the Democratic ticket, or the presidential ticket must include a south

erner that he'd rather have him from Alabama or that the governor from

Alabama [would/wouldn't] stand a chance. And then, of course, Charles

Evers is the type of person who is a realist, you know. Tell you exact

ly where he is and what he's been doing all along. You know, he admit

ted his involvement in Chicago. Did you ever read that? What he did

in Chicago that time? A man who admits to acts of that sort has to be

a realist in the sense that he is just divulging his whole past. Maybe

he realized that. . . the voting public, or the American

public period is still extremely conservative and that the liberal voice

really is carried out by men like you who are in the publishing busi

ness or writers or other news media. And of course a minority of per

sons who are in an organization such as the one I've been a part of fo:

years or other organizations. And that even when that person is elected

to office [there's a tendency to?] go too far to the left or pngMfrgg bec

too much of a liberal individual with a tendency to tie his hands

Maybe he's being a political realist in the sense that if the

Democrats are going to win in '?6 they're going to have to have a south

erner on the ticket.

J.B.: But why Wallace?

Jewell: I don't know.

J.B.: How do you feel about Wallace as a potential vice presidential

nominee?

Jewell: I would not want it, personally. But let's [take this in view?]

The governor carried Arkansas in the last election. I never would have

thought it, that he carried Arkansas. This is a unique state, of course,

you know.
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J.B.: You talking about Gov Wallace or Faubus?

Jewell: Wallace.

[A discussion as to which election is referred to. They decide on *68.7]

W.D.V.: He had a plurality, followed by Nixon.

Jewells The governor, that is, Mr Wallace, has a national following.

So maybe Evers is trying to say "Well,that's the boy that's splitting

the party." and as a result of

it a lot of Republicans come back in again. The Republicans can come up

with some very ideal candidates. And, inspite of the Watergate thing,

win again. Take fellows like Percy of Illinois or. . . being a part

of, on the ticket, Republican ticket. [They'd win office again.] So

the Democrats would have to counter somewhere. And where they might

counter, I don't know. But a Wallace on the ticket. . . again

. . . would carry just about all 11 southern states. It would

go to him if he had second spot on the ticket. It might go with some

other southerner. I don't know. As a part of the ticket. Maybe

from Texas. Some people think that our governor. ... I

don't know.

J.B.: How would you feel about your governor being on the ticket?

Jewell: I have no response to that.

J.B.: What do you find. . . not only your own reaction, but going out

in your district. . . how are blacks responding to Wallace?

Jewell: They're opposed to him. The image, that is. And they look

primarily at the fact that he stood in the door [something about h±k

a unive: rsityi.

1,1 How about somebody like. . . Gov Asquew in Florida, for example,

in '72, you know, openly endorsed and actively campaigned on behalf of

that referendum supporting a defense of busing as a means of desegre

gating schools. He didn't like it, you know, he didn't really support
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busing, but he thought it was necessary at this time as the only alter

native. Even though he knew it was going to fail. Gould you see Bumpers

doing something like that?

Jewell: No. I can't. See Asquew took the issue. . . just a matter of

personal [conviction?] if I recall correctly when he did it. ...

it may have been a political movement to gain support of the black

. I don't know. It was a political risk, whatever it was,

that he took in order to take that position, or to try to get it through.

I couldn't. . . . The governor may do it. I don't know. It's just

that I couldn't see it. As I view him now. I'm being as objective as

I possibly can. I think Bumpers' response would be to let the courts

take care of it. See really, through his administration, we really had

no crisis to occur. He came in after the '67 [fires?], you know. The

problems of '6? and '68. He really had no real crises to occur during

his four years as governor. So he really hasn't had a test ... as

far as his position is concerned and how he would handle, or how deli

cate he would be able to handle an acute situation. So you don't have

really any track record to base on. That's why I say I have no opinion.

J.B.: You were commenting on Hills' assistance, which you said was con

siderable, in getting this project to work. Has Mills changed in his

attitude toward blacks or has he always been that cooperative?

Jewell: I don't know about the first part, whether he has changed or

not. My relationship with the Senator has been, never been one. . . .

I've never had any problems with him.

The Congressman is a man of tremendous resources in the sense that he

is extremely helpful and has been. Not just with our project, but most

projects where he has been requested or assistance has been requested or

he has saw the needs for his environment or assistance. It's a case of

using whatever Congressional pull or persuasion he might have.

J.B.: He's such things as model cities programs, this sort
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thing.

Jewell: Yeah. I haven't kept up. I must plead my lack of knowledge,

or my ignorance in this area. I have not kept up with model cities, I

really haven't. I've been involved in some other things and it really

hasn't been one of my pet areas.

J.B.: Does Hills have any blacks on his staff?

Jewell: Yes, yes. Model cities first came through I viewed it as com

petitive for 0E0 and that's just about the way it turned out to be,

roughly. There are some things involved in model cities that were not

involved in 0E0. Maybe the two could work together. Because of that

block I had, I just never really involved myself with it. Never kept

up with it. But the Congressman has been of tremendous assistance. I'd

not saying that the twisting anybody's arms. But it'i

a case of his showing concern for a constituent. And I think this would

be true for a group like ours anywhere in the country. There's a man,

although he's 6? years of age, that can make a very, very good part, or

member of, a good part of a national ticket. In my opinion. I don't

know if he'd accept it or not. But as an individual I could get out and

campaign for a ticket that included him. I'd go out and campaign for

free. You know, over the years blacks have had a tendency to accept

Lcoins?J you know, for political support or what have you. I have not

fallen victim to that sort of thing. And it's a matter of my personal

feeling that an individual would lend of his support to a candidate

based on that candidate's worth. If there is no , you

don't support it.

W.D.V.: In the Fulbright campaign expenditures there's about $60- $100,000

listed. And $800 to $1,000 payment to a large list of supposedly black

leaders. I don't know if you saw that thing or not. Is that still an
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effective kind of campaign technique down here? Where you, in a sense,

pay off black leaders who then, in turn, deliver—in quotes—black

votes.

Jewell: Yes, but let me explain that. In defense of the Senator or

his campaign committee. By saying that could you possibly visualize

the governor not securing the same type of, if it's a bad thing—

W.D.V.: Oh, I don't mean to suggest that Fulbright. ... I guess

both sides did it. I'm just curious [if such things are done or work].

Jewell: In Fulbright's case it was stated as such. In the governor's,

his opposition's case, it was not. The governor has an advantage over

... in that he's state located. The other man is national located, or

Washington located. And the man who's in the state, the t one to

go to work?] and what have you, they have another ways by which they get

the job done without even putting out any money. An"individual may not

spend all of his time doing whatever his job or agencies require, or

what his job description might be. And then I to this point challenge

the fact that the Senator's going to spend almost a million dollars and

the governor's going to spend less than a half million, or less than

$20,000 for a campaign. That's asinine. [Says approximately that he

refuses to believe that the man spent that kind of money and still lost

the race,] No individual's that popular. But . . . they said

I think each person used this money though primarily for

carpools or to pay kids to make door to door deliveries of campaign

literature. Prior to the election

pass out material. Now it could have been that the conduit or the manner

to which it was passed out may not be the most ideal. [Unclear.]

J.B.: You think most of the money was spent legitimately.

Jewell: I think the money was spent for legitimate purposes, [in this

case to get out the actual vote.] And most persons who are listed on
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there are persons of character who have a very high degree of inte

grity in the sense that they are concerned about their candidate

support. Now that came

up as the result of my stating the fact that I had not accept or partici

pate in this area.

J.B.: Have you analyzed any of the returns from the dominantly black

precinct!

Jewell: No, I haven't. And I only said that, about not accepting the

money was because I had enough. I have my own profession. And that's

a living for me and I don't have to accept funds. In fact, during the

whole seven years I was head of the NAAGP and I traveled from one corner

of the state to the other except for the northwest—and that's

—not in the areas I've done. . . white, which would

include Fayetteville, extreme northwest—but nowhere in this state, at

any time, did I charge a cent for my services or travel. All at my ex

pense. Even to national meetings, national board meetings in New York

or where ever they may have been held. So this I don't think should

apply to those persons who might need funds for support to carry out

whatever activities. I think they can secure, or receive, the funds

and still keep everything in its proper perspective as to vote registra

tion and getting the vote out on election day.

W.D.V.: This young man that was in the executive office, black. Think

we should talk with him?

Jewell: Carl 5?J who's in the governor's office?

W.D.V.: Right.

Jewell: Yes. I would do it, sure.

J.B.: His name is Eggers?

Jewell: Carl is his name.
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J.B.: How do you spell that?

Jewell: A-g-a-r-s.

J.B.: Let me ask you one other question. That has to do with Pryor.

Did Pryor get overwhelming black support in this last race?

Jewell: As I said, I haven't had an opportunity to analyze or even

attempt to. . , you know, what have you, precinct, district. I under

stand there were a significant number of blacks to support Mr Pryor. I

did not, I must admit.

J.B. : Who were—

Jewell: I lost my shirt in the election.

J.B.: Who were you supporting?

Jewell: I supported governor Riley, lieutenant governor Riley.

J.B.: Oh, that's right. He's president of the senate.

Jewell: He's presently lieutenant governor and was running for governor,

so I supported him.

W.D.V.: Did you win any?

Jewell: [laughter.^] Let's see, what did I win. Hardly nothing, really.

^Did/didn't~] participate in the district race, that is, among the house

of representative members.

J.B.: Who's the white legislator from this district?

Jewell: Johnson. Dr Robert Johnson. I-o-h-n-s-t-o-n-. I didn't parti

cipate in any district races because I didn't want to have the problem

of salving any feelings that may have been roughed during the election.

So I stayed out of that thing. So on a state wide basis and national

basis I lost both ways. I wanted. . . I won the lieutenant. . . I did

support the lieutenant governor who's coming in this year. Joe [Yrreayni3

from Benton, Saline county.

J.B.: Was he a senator?
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Jewell: No. He's an attorney. He was attorney general two, four years

ago I believe it was. Two or four years ago.

J.B.: How much of a role, after you got to the senate, did you find your

self playing as an educator for. . . .

Jewell: As a what, now?

J.B.: In educating the other members of the senate.

).V.: About blacks.

Jewell: About blacks? I don't know. As a member of the house or a

member of the senate. . . . With one person in the senate, three blacks

in the house. That's one out of 35 or 3 out of 100 in the house. There's

not very much you can do in terms of determining the course

passing the bill or not passing the bill. So what you do, mainly, i

serve as a conscience. So you have to pull out all the stops. Just let

hell fly, where it might be. . This

was the case last year when they passed the capital punishment bill that

the governor supported. I was opposed to it. I didn't care whether the

governor and all the king's men wanted it, I was opposed to it. So, as

to educating the other members of the senate, I don't know. . . if I

had any influence. And I really didn't look at it that way, of educating

them about blacks. I would hope that they. . , having been associated. .

my having had the opportunity, let's put it that way, of being associated

with them has them that every citizen has the right to run for

office, to serve his constituents and in a base sense serve the people

of the state of Arkansas. And that they should accept that person as a

part of that chamber, whichever it might be, and respond to that person

based on his or her individual merit he or she mieh,

present to them in form of legislation that would effect all the people.



I imagine what you're really asking is, what do you think the response

is of whites to blacks my concern.

they just go by my response and my association with them, they would

tend, I would hope, to have some increased respect for blacks and to

perhaps in the future extend themselves just a little bit more than they

have in the past to give whatever assistance they can. And perhaps

realize some that they are people who might be of a little different hue

who are concerned about the policies of the state. I happen to be the

sort of fellow that. . . whatever body I participate in, whatever the

deliberation might be, I want to make damn sure they respect me.

W.D.V.s Thinking about the future, and black political development,

say ten years from now, are you optimistic about it? Do you see it ac

celerating or just staying at the same level, or what?

Jewell: I would hope that. . . laving had a part ofJ blacks being

in the legislature now

I would hope that the influence would be significant enough to motivate

other blacks, especially the young element—and these fellows or young

ladies are a little more educated than we are—again, using 'we* literal

ly speaking here—in that they have been exposed to education from an

early age. Perhaps maybe their foundation may not be the better for it.

At least the conscience of participation would be more involved at

younger age than say it is at the age it is now.

W.D.V.: Let me reverse that, thinking back to 1964, would you have be

lieved that the changes could occur that did occur in the last ten years?

Socially and politically for blacks in Arkansas.

Jewell: I think my thoughts at that time would have been that we're

going to work for the change that can happen. But I would have had some



doubt that having occurred. Again, it's a matter of being optimistic

and I'm always optimistic. You can do anything you want to do. That wai

my attitude then and it still is now. But there are some things that

have occurred that I didn't think would happen, say, by now. On the

other hand, there are a lot of areas where a tremendous amount of ef

fort still has to be had in order to effectuate any type of meaningful

change that would be of benefit to us, to people, but more especially

black people. Let me say this now, I don't want to be misunderstood.

I have to say it. If blacks hope to progress or acquire those things

which rightfully we should, then blacks going to have to learn or have

to admit or come to the realization, however you want to put it, that

the white man has always exercised the perogative of control and con

tainment . And make the progress within those peri

meters. And that our actions should be toward breaking that cycle of

control or containment in order to acquire those things which we right

fully should acquire as citizens. Let me put it another way. As long

as we have no say so in the flow of the dollar or the extent to which

the educational system will involve itself—from grade school or kinder

garten all the way through college—in thesense that, you know, khtk quota

systems in schools—University of Arkansas, med school, law school—

quota system. Whether they say it or not. To the extent of. . .

^here never are?] black principals in various schools at various

levels on the state, now as opposed to say ten years ago.

[End of interview. End of tape.]


