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By Sam Schaefer
Staff Writer

Several environmental advo-
cacy groups are urging Gov. Bev
Perdue to veto bills they say
would harm N.C’s environment
and hamper state agencies’ ability
to protect it.

The bills include “Energy Jobs
Act” and “Regulatory Reform
Act” Perdue must take action
on them by tonight, or let them
become law.

The jobs act directs Perdue to
work with nearby states along the
coast to begin natural gas explora-
tion in preparation for offshore
drilling.

The reform act prohibits state
environmental agencies from
implementing stricter standards
than what is specified in federal
law, except in cases of a threat to
public health or a court order.

In a letter to Perdue, leaders of
state environmental groups said
the most recent legislative session
represented a “relentless assault
on the environment.”

“(The) bills... reverse North
Carolina’s unique commitment to
the environment that has made
the state one of the best places in
the country to live and do busi-
ness,” the letter said.

Elizabeth Ouzts, state director
of Environment North Carolina
and one of the signatories of the
letter, said the jobs act will actu-
ally eliminate more jobs than it
creates if offshore drilling results
in an environmental disaster.
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“Our coasts are much more
valuable clean than they are dirty,”
she said.

Ougzts said the state should
focus on creating jobs by sup-
porting renewable energy sources
such as wind and solar.

“That’s where we have the most
potential to create homegrown
energy that protects the environ-
ment and also creates the jobs
that we need,” she said.

But Sen. Harry Brown,
R-Jones, a primary sponsor of
both bills, said the state will lose
opportunities for job growth and
increased revenue if it does not
pursue offshore drilling.

The jobs act claims that states
such as South Carolina and
Virginia have already moved for-
ward on offshore drilling, and that
a potential disaster would inevi-
tably affect the North Carolina
coast whether the state engages in
drilling or not.

Brown said he thinks the risk
for environmental disaster is low.

“There have been a lot of les-
sons learned in exploring off
the coast,” he said. “I feel pretty
confident that we’d be very, very
careful and make sure all the safe-
guards that we could put in place
would be there.”

But Ouzts and other environ-

mental advocates say a 12.3 per-
cent cut in the state budget for the
N.C. Department of Environment
and Natural Resources will
impede the agency’s ability to
properly regulate procedures such
as offshore drilling. And if the
reform act becomes law, the kind
of regulations in place won'’t be
strong enough, Ouzts said.

“The... reform bill is really an
attempt to stop all new environ-
mental legislation and also initiates
a process of undoing rules that are
already on the books that protect
our air and our water;,” she said.

“State regulators should have
the ability, if they are allowed by
statute, to go ahead and enact
stronger protections for North
Carolina’s unique environment.”

Brown said the bill aims to
remove unnecessary bureaucratic
impediments for businesses rath-
er than damage the environment.

“If you talk to any business —
especially on the coast where I
live — if you talk to anyone that
has tried to do any kind of project,
it has gotten so burdensome that
people are to the point where they
won't even do the projects any-
more,” he said.

Contact the State & National
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.
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NC sees rapid growth in
renewable energy industry

By Stirling Little
Staff Writer

Renewable energy has emerged
as a growing industry in the state,
according to a recent report by
the N.C. Sustainable Energy
Association.

The report identified more
than 1,800 renewable energy
projects in the state this year.

About 1,100 firms were
involved with renewable energy
activities in 2010, according to
the association.

Erik Lensch, president of
Argand Energy Solutions, a
solar energy company based
in Charlotte, said his company
has been a part of the industry’s
recent expansion.

“We have doubled (in size) every
year since 2008,” he said. “We just
kicked off a $3 million project this
week, our largest ever.”

Paul Copleman, communi-
cations manager at Iberdrola
Renewables, an energy company
whose American subsidiary is
based in Portland, Ore., said
his company is in the process of
receiving state approval for con-
struction of a wind farm project
called Desert Wind.

Copleman said the 300-mega-
watt Desert Wind project would
represent an investment of at
least $600 million, making it the
largest utility-scale wind power
project in the state’s history.

Legislators and industry lead-
ers have attributed growth to a
2007 law that established renew-
able energy standards.

The law requires electric power

Energy firms have increased activity in recent months, spearheading projects for biomass,
geothermal, hydroelectric, solar and wind sources. Construction of a wind farm in eastern N.C.,
the largest proposed clean energy project in the state, is expected to begin in 2012.
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suppliers in the state to generate
a prescribed amount of electricity
from renewable sources.

Rep. Mike Hager, R-Cleveland,
said the state has played an active
role in the growth of renewable
energy.

“Federal funds were not the
major driving force behind most
of these projects,” he said. “The
growth almost all happened
after 2007, when we passed (the
renewable energy law).

Though the state’s unemploy-
ment rate remains stubbornly high
at 9.7 percent, industry leaders say
they are boosting the state’s econo-
my by promoting job creation.

The association estimated that
the renewable energy industry
employed about 12,500 workers
in the state in 2010.

“I've got 20 guys on a roof north
of Durham this morning,” Lensch
said. “These kind of guys come
straight out of Appalachian (State
University). These jobs would have
gone out of state without solar
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But Hager said the higher cost
of clean energy is a concern for
the state’s consumers.

“Renewables are a great asset,
but what we have to make sure
of is to keep energy prices down
and to keep our energy income
reliable.”

Rep. Pat McElraft, R-Carteret,
said in an email that the state
must pursue all potential energy
sources to keep costs low for state
residents.

“I am definitely an advocate
for becoming energy independent
in the United States and I think
North Carolina can play a big part
in obtaining that goal,” she said.

Copleman said only eco-
nomically viable projects receive
approval from N.Cs regulators.

“The wind has to blow long
and hard if it’s going to happen,”
he said.

Contact the State & National
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.
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Do You Smoke?
Want to Quit?

Cigarette smokers are needed for a
research study. Healthy, drug-free
participants between the ages of
18-65 will be scheduled for a
physical screening and 7 study visits.

Compensation up to $330

Duke Center fior

Winston-5alem

Call Today 888-525-DUKE
Email: smoking@duke.edu
www.dukesmoking.com
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#1 in Customer Satisfaction!

LARGE

PIZZA
$12+m

1 + tax
Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays

all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery.
Limited delivery area bowes 6181

Accepts
UNC OneCard

Mon-Wed 10am-2am
Thurs-Sat 10am-3am
Sunday 11am-1am

Papa John’s Pizza
932-7575

Order Pizza Online!
www.papajohns.com

LARGE 1-TOPPING
A
99

+ tax

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays
all applicable sales tax. Additional toppings extra. Good for carry-out or delivery.
Limited delivery area. Exnes /1571

Right-handed cigarette smokers are
needed for a research study.

Healthy, drug-free participants between
the ages of 18 and 55 will be scheduled
for a physical and 12 study visits.

No Experimental Medications Involved!

Compensation up to $620

Call Today!
919-684-9593

u Duke Medicine

Pro00009639

PLUS TAX

HEEI. DEAI.

PLUS TAX "

EACH

Mix & Match 3 or More!
© Medium 1-Topping Pizzas
© Oven Baked Sandwiches
© Pasta (Breadbowl Pasta add $1)

Additional charge for delivery. Deep Dish extra.

919-967-9053
300 E. Main Street - Carrboro

8FR  LIZH Aloum Release party feat, The Balance (§7)

9SA  THE PSYCHEDELIC FURS**($25/528)

22FR DEXROMWEBER DUO / Album Release show w/ BIRDS OF
AVALON and Eric Sommer™* (810)

235A GIRLSROCK Showcase

24" THE DEVIL MAKES THREE w/ MANDOLIN ORANGE** ($12/$14)

25MO EELS w/ the Submarings™($18/521)

267U CHRIS WEBBY** (314/516)

27WE JOSH RITTER w/ Yellowbirds™ ($18/520)

28TH STALLEY/K.O.Kid / Big Remo / J Capri / DJ Terry Urban
(107812

20FR SLOWHAND: Tribute To Eric Clapton

305A CSOSAQ\C CHARLEE / Jerry Gorcia Birthday celebrofion**

($10/12)

AUGUST

5FR BROTHER ESAU™ (56/58)

6SA CHATHAM COUNTY LINE™ ($14/517)

97U KURT VILE AND THE VIOLATORS w/ Trug Widow™ ($12/$15)

10WE TOAD THE WET SPROCKET** ($22/$25; on sale June 30,
10am)

19FR&20SA  ARCHERS OF LOAF (both nights are sold ouf)

3TWE THE HOLD STEADY w/ The Donkeys™ ($18/520)

SEPTEMBBER

61U An Acoustic Evening with THE WEEPIES™* (318/520)
QR GHOSTLAND OBSERVATORY** (520/$23)
10SA" BRUCE COCKBURN™* (528/30; seated show)
115U STARFUCKER™ ($12/514)

16FR ATARITEENAGE RIOT* ($14/516)

207U MEAT PUPPETS™ (513/515)

23FR MELISSA FERRICK"™ (516/318)

30 WHO'SBAD? (51)

OCTOBER

3MO TAPES N TAPES w/ Howler™ (§14/516)
41U FRIENDLY FIRES™ ($16/316)
TR THE GOURDS™ ($15)

WE ARE ALSO

SHOWS @ Local 506 (Chapel Hill)

Juiy 10 JIMBO MATHUS AND THE TRISTATE COALITION ($10/$12)

July 15 BILL CALLAHAN w/ Ed Askew™($13/$15)

July21 A Special Acousfic Evening with HEARTLESS BASTARDS™ ($12/$14)
JOUE HOLLAND™ ($12/$14)

MINIATURE TIGERS™ ($10/$12)

Juy 30
Sept 11
Sept. 20 SECRET CHIEFS 3" (§15)

Nov. 1T THE SEA AND CAKE™ (514/$16)

SHOWS @ Koka Booth Amphitheatre (Cary)

Aug 8 DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE w/ Frightened Rabobit
Co-presented with Outback Concerts / TIX AVAILABLE AT CAT'S
CRADLE w/o SERVICE CHARGE

Sept. 19 RAY LAMONTAGNE w/ Brand Carlle

919-929-0246

UNC Campus * Carrboro
412 E. Main Carrboro

DORM DEAL
$(0\99 LARGE

m 3-Topping Plzza

Valid on campus only. Additional charge for delivery. Deep Dish extra.
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DOUBLE DEAL

$©@99 %

PLUS TAX "

EACH *

TWO LARGE
2-Topping Pizzas

Additional charge for delivery. Deep Dish extra.

NMONDAY, AUGUST 8
DEATH CAB FOR THE CUTIE
KOKA BOOTH AMPHITHEATRE

Ny

FRIDAY, SEPT 9
GHOASTLAND

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 21
FLEET FOXES
RALEIGH AMPHITHEATRE

OCTOBER (cont)

8SA  BOYCE AVENUE™ (518/520)

21FR WILD FLAG™ (815/817)

24 MO ELECTRIC SIX w/ Kitten™ ($12/514)

251U MIKE DOUGHTY AND HIS BAND FANTASTIC** ($16/918; on
scle July 1)

25A REV HORTON HEAT, SUPERSUCKERS, Dan Sartain™ ($18/521)

RESENTING...

SHOWS @ Raleigh Amphitheatre
FRJuy29 BON IVER w/ Rosebuds™ (fickets avallable via Tickefmasfer)
WESept21 FLEET FOXES w/ THE WALKMEN (Tix via Ticketmoster)

SHOW @ The ArtsCenter (Carrboro)

July 11 DAVID WILCOX*(520/ $23; 7 PM SHOW)

Sept 21 ADRIAN BELEW POWER TRIO wj STICK MEN featuring Tony Levin and
Pot Mastellotto** (532/45 VIP seating)

SHOW @ Kings (Raleigh)
Jiy22 8 PM SHOW: :MOONFACE™ ($10/$12)

SHOW @ Lincoln Theatre (Raleigh
QOcté  THEBLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA™ (§35/$25)

Serving CAROLINA BREWERY Beers on Tap!

**Advance ficket sales at SchoolKids Records (Raleigh), CD Alley (CH).
Buy tickets on-line: www.etix.com | For phone orders CALL 919-967-9053

www.catscradle.com

407508.CRTR

The BEST live music ~ 18 & over admitted




