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New Smyrna Beach, Fiorida
START OF TAPE 1, S5IDE A Aprii 10, 1980
{LeRoy Collins is on %ide B of this tape)

JOHN  EGERTON: Basically, I think what I'm doing 15 I'm
trying to get some sense of how the South, coming out of Wworid
war 11, responded to all of the social issues that were then
getting to be so prevalent, particuiariy the racial 1ssue. Live
been doing a lot of reading in Tibraries and old newspapers about
the Southern Regional Council 1in Atlanta. The newspaper people
in particuiar in this period interest me, and since journaiism 15
sort of my Tield, 1 was especially interested whenever 1 come
across a name of somebody in journaiism who's trying to come to
grips with some of these issues, and obviously you were.

EDGAR RAY: VYeah, I was president of the Tampa Urban League.

JE: Could you just tell me first your background, how you
got to Tampa and how long you stayed there.

ER: well, my wife and 1 were born in Macon, Georgia. And
Macon is an unusual city as far as education is concerned. It
has Mercer University, where 1 went. My wife went to Wesisvyan.
Her father was then vice president of Wesievan. I had to go to
work, I really went to work when I was nine years oid. My father
was a school teacher and ran a business school. I went to that
school and learned to type when I was nine vyears oid. I left
home when he married again, and at thirteen 1 was i1iving at the
YMCA.

JE: By yourseif?

ER: VYeah, and supporting myseif.




JE: In Macon?

ER: The director of they ¥ knew I couid type and asked me
to come down and type up his basketball scores and Sunday 35chool
League stuftf. And 1 did. I heard newspapers were pretty bad
piaces, and I wouldn't go down at my age. He'd send them down at
night to the newspapers, Jjelegraph, morning paper. At that time,

got th
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Gordon Allen was his name, was the sports editor. H
copy reguiarly, and he started requiring of Petie MacArthur, who
was then the head of the YMCA, Y"Who is the worid was doing 1t?¥
I was fourteen. He called for me to come see him.

JE: About what year was this?

ER: Let's see. 1 was born in 1911.

JE:  About '257

ER: ‘2%, yeah. 5o I went down to see him and he said, ‘You
ought to be in the newspaper business." 3o he asked me 1T 1'd be
the high school correspondent Tor the newspaper.

JE: Were you going to school during this time?

ER Yeah, high school for boys.

JE S But you were on your own?

on the old string basis. The more

@

ER: Oh yeah. He put m
you wrote, the more money you made. I think ten cents an 1inch.
But I got awfully fascinated with it whiie going to high school
and never got out of 1t. I was in i1t from age fourteen unti1i I
retired. 1 grew up, 1 got off the string Tist when I was about
seventeen to be the assistant sports editor. And when 1 was
twenty, 1 was sports editor because the sports editor who had

been there, a new one, left, and they gambied and let me have the




job. I was still Tiving at the vY. When I was a senior in high
school, I met my wife. we were going together. “he went to
wasleyan and 1 went to Mercer. we decided because 1 had a good
job--during the Depression nobody else had good jobs--that we
just well as go ahead and get married. 50 we did, in her
father's home, 1n 1831, In "33, 1 Teft there when tThe Jlampa
Iimes was bought by, JTeased to Dave Smiley and Raliph Nicholson.
They wanted a sports editor, and I went down there as a kid.

JE: Was it owned by the Bryan family then?

ER: No.

JE: That was Jater on they bought it?

ER: It was owned then by D.B. McKay. He leased 1t out to
Dave sSmiley and Ralph Nicholson.

JE: was the Jribune then owned by Bryan or did that come

ER: Yes.

JE:  They already owned 1t?

ER: Yeah.

JE: 350 you all were really rival papers?

ER: Oh yes, very much so.

JE: When was it that the Bryan family bought the Ilimes?

ER: 1 had Teft there and gone to Oriando. 1 think that was
in 's51 or '52,

ER: Your entire career there this was a real competitive
situation.

ER: Very much so. We also had a radio station, WEAE, and 1

also did--it's funny, I was thinking about it the other day--
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Prime Time, 6-8:15, and Sol Fleischman and 1 did a sports show
for Kellogs Cornfiakes, fifteen minutes.

JE: In the evening?

ER: In the evening, yeabh. And I just remembered 11T. We
were paid $25.00 a week to do that job. Lot of money though.

: Yes. This was what vyear, now, you went to Tampa?

[
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ER: I went there in '33. Left there in 49 and went to
Orlando.

JE: Did you go to Tampa as the sports editor?

ER: Yeah, but I was made the managing editor in '3%, just
Two years.

JE: wWow, good hesavens. And you remained the managing
editor until you left, from '3% to '49.

ER: vYeah, '49. I went to Orlando.

JE: To the 3entinel and 5tar?

£ER: VYeah, 1 was executive editor of both papers.

JE: For the rest of your career?

ER: For three years. Then I went to, I was executive
editor of the 3an Antonio Express and News, and the managing

zditor of the Houston Press when I joined 5cripps Howard. I had
worked for families up until then, and you never get very Tfar
financially, not with families. But Scripps Howard, when I went
+o Houston--and Tast night 1 was watching the game between
Houston and Cincinnati, opening the 25th anniversary of the
Astrodome. I saw the Astrodomes built from the ground up and

wrote a book about the building. 1L have my book on Roy Hofheinz




after I retired I wrote it. He wanted me to. 50 the Dome was 25

vears old Tast night.

JE: 50 a big part of your career was outside of Florida

then, wasn't it?

ER: well, of course, 1 was 1in fFlorida for 20 years and
Texas, 12 years. when I joined the Houston Press, we didn't have
vary much, but Scripps Howard Tiked me apparsentiy. when they

sold the press to the Chronicle, they sent me to Memphis as the

managing editor of the Memphis Fress Scimitar, and I stayed there

fourteen years before I retired. Scripps Howard was awfuliy good
to me.

JE Let's see, those fourteen years woulid have been 1in the
"50s5 and '60s7?

ER: NO.

JE: Later than that.

ER: I retired in September, '7i7.

JE: 50, from about ‘8% to '77, or thereabouts, you were 1in

Memphis.
ER: '3, vyeah, the Press Scimitar, the afternoon paper.
They Tet me stay an extra year. ihey have mandatory retirement.

I staved an extra year because [ was president of the Tennessee
Fress Association, and they wanted me to keep that honor and stay
with the paper. 50 I retired a vyear Jlater. But now, Trom
september, I will have been retired thirteen years.

JE: And you had three Tong stints in Fliorida and Texas and
Tennessee during your career.

ER: And, of course, I grew up in Georgia fTrom ‘14 to. . . .



JE: ATl across the South.

ER: Four states. 1 had a pretty good view of all that was
going on. I grew up in Macon, and this had a great efftect on me.
Macon was, as far as the esducational system was concerned, they
had a self-perpetuating board of education that set up the best
school system, under the old segregated laws, tThere was. They
Tived up to separate and equal.

JE They really made the black schools equal in terms of

their investment.

ER Yeah. They had fine high schools, grammar schoolis,

..

separate and equal. in fact, they separated the boys and giris,
and the boys and the giris went to separate high schoois. Sydney

Lanier High School for Boys 1s where 1 went.

7

JE: Famous school, isn't 1t7

ER: Yyeah, where I went, and, of course, they had ROTC and
military.

JE And then also the pNews and the Jlelsaraph had a reaily
good reputation as good newspapers, too?

ER: Thatis right. I worked for the Jelegraph, morning
paper. The Anderson famiiy there owned 1t.

JE: Owned both thoss papers?

ER: No, they Tinally owned it. The pNews soild out to them.

JE: Who owned the News back than?

ER: I've forgotten who owned the News.

JE: Somebody local?
ER: Yezah, I believe so. The Jeiegraph discovered Frankiin

Roosevelt. It was my man who put me in as sports editor, named




Mark Ethridge. Mark was out of Mississippi, and he was the
managing editor, and he gave me the job as a kid as sports
aditor. and he Teft when they were cutting salaries and had to
freeze the wages.

JE: He went to Louisville.

ER: No, he went to Europe, on an Overiander Trust, to
Beriin, and then came back and went with the AP, and then
Louisvilile. Of course, he taught me an awful lot. He was a
great newspapsr man. 20 I was Jucky to be under him, and also
Tucky to be under Dave Smiley 1in Tampa. Dave Smiley was a
Philadelphia JTawyer, you know, and newspaper man, too. He once
was editor of Ledger in Philadeiphia. He had the chance to take
over, worked for Mariowe, Ralph Nicholson, the Tampa papers. And
on leass, and they ultimately bought 1t. And then Smiiey bought
out Nicholson. and smiley's two boys, one of whom I trained,
Joe, got rich when the old man soid the paper to the Jribune. 1
Teft them. I knew that with those two sons there, I never would
get very far.

JE: No chance of you reaily breaking out.

ER: 50 I went to Orlando, and Martin Anderson promised me
the moon, but he was a son-of-a-bitch, and I left him and went to
San Antonio and Houston. I had Tifty-two years or more.

JE: You had quite an interesting career. At the end, you
would have been in Memphis when Martin Luther King was shot.

ER: I was there. we wers covering it. I covered 1t. My

statf covered it from one end to the other. The oniy thing I




hated about it worse was the Ray headiine all the tTime
[ Taughter].

JE: Like he was some relative of ours or something.

ER: I became interested, getting into background, the
relationship with the races in Macon was marveious.

JE: Different than it was in Tampa and Memphis and Houston.

ER: Oh yeah, marvelous, really. They had good schoois.
They used to bring the old %an Cario opera into Macon, as a boy I
remember, They always had the balcony reserved for biacks, and
50 1t was with most everything. I grew up on a street there near
wesleyan College, the old weslieyan. Right behind it was an aliey
which used to be slave quarters, and the Negroes Iiived back
there, and I played in the backyard with Negro boys until I went
to school. I always had a good relationship with aii of them.
5ti11 do for that matter.

JE § Now, when you got to Tampa, iet me get you to focus a
Tittie bit on this. I1f you were president of the Tampa Urban
League in 1937, then you would have been cliassified as a liberal.

£ER: Oh boyl

JE § To put it just politely. Now, a Ilot of peopie wouid
say it in a lot worse terms than that.

ER: I was on the Southern Regional Councii Board. 1 was on
the Urban League. I was a radical. Oh, they neariy ran me out
of town. I ran on the front page of the Tampa Times a picture of
Joe Louis when he first won the championship. And boyl did we
get a reaction.

JE: Got upset over that.

o



ER: But I stuck with it. And I debated nationaliy with the
Tampa Urban League. it was a debate with Louis Seitzer, the
editor of the Cleveland Press, and he took the side of the end of
segregation, and I took the side that separate and equal would
work 1T people would Tet 1t work. But I stiil was a radical.
well, 1 wasn't, at all. 1 just thought they ought to have a
chance in 1ife, and that's the best I couid do.

JE: i found a couple of clippings that you--this 13 an AF

story out of Richmond about a speech you made to the national

Urban League meeting 1in Richmond. And then this was reaily
interesting to me. This was a publiication caliled ‘voting
Restrictions in the Thirteen Southern States - A Report by the
committee of Editors and Writers of the South.? Do you remember

that? It had a 1ist of all the peopie who signed this document
saying that a concerted south-wide effort needs to be made to
make voting accessiblie to everybody.

ER: That's correct, right. I did some work on that, too.

JE3 The names on the front there read like a who's who of
southern Titerary and journalistic Tiberaiism.

ER: There's a man right there, Mark Eidridge.

JE? Yeah, there he 1is, right. Thereis the man who hired
you.

£R: Put me in the business.

JE This was 1844, This was pretty radical stuff for
people to be doing then, wasn't 1t?

ER: Yeah, 1t was. I've been called a nigger-iover, you

know. Didn't bother me. Oh, I never wiil forget, when 1 was



president of the Tampa Urban League, a nationai officer of the
NAACP came to Memphis [Tampa] and wanted to ses me. I didn't
have time at the office. I said, "why don't you come out to the
house tonight?" i toid him how to get there, and he came and
sat. All the neighbors saw him coming and going to my house. Oh
boyl They all wanted to know what I was doing entertaining that
"nigger'. But really, I never was more than verbally cussed out.
Thatis ail.

JE: Nobody ever threatened you or anything iike that?

ER: No. Of course, in the '30s, you know, Macon and Tampa,
my best friend was Rex Farrier who was the state attorney,
qgodfather of my children. Rex s stiii aiive. I was writing a
book about him. He had a stroke and I had to give it up. Hels
5ti11 alive over there, paralyzed. Those '30s, big fight. 1 was
amused last night with all the furor going on about 5% miiiion
dollars 1in a TJottery. well, the whole gang kiliings and
everything that went on in Tampa in the 30s.

JE: vYeah, Tampa was a rough town, wasn't 1t7

ER: VYeah, it was over the numbers game.

JE: Pretty much a wide open town, wasn't 117

ER: But it mostly was the numbers racket. All these
numbers, now, is legal and going to the state. Then it was the
italian Americans against the Cuban-%panish Americans. The white
quy in the middie of it was Charlie wail. He finaily got kiiled,
with the gangs over there.

JE: Italians against the Cubans?

ER: VYep, that's what it was.




JE: Where did the blacks fit into all that?

ER: There weren't a lot of blacks there then. They were
sort of in the background. There were enough there that we had
to recognize. .+ . . They didn't have the kind of excellient

schools I had in Macon.
JE I know that for a fact.

R: They say, you know, [laughter] segregation was pretty

v

rough there in Tampa for a long time. I never will forget. They
had in one school there a Cuban. He was just black as the ace of
spades, but he was a Cuban. They iet him go to white schoolis.
[ Laughter]

JE ¢ vyeah, those kind of things happen. The number of

blacks by our definition in the Cuban population is reaily Tairly

substantial, and vyet they're Cubans first. They speak Spanish
and all the rest. How long were you president of the Urban
League?

ER: Oh, two or three years. 1'd have to go and look 1t up.

JE: In the '40s during the war?
ER: Yeah.

JE @ would that have been the time? You were not 1in the

ER: No, I was thirty-four years old and had a commission 1n
the Navy, a Reserve commission. 1'd had my physicai, and 1 sort
of did some checking to find out what I might do at that age 1n
the Navy. They said, "well, you'll wind up, after your training,
in the seventh floor of some office building in a port counting

ships." well, that didn't appeal to me at all. My boss, he went



to bat--1 didn't ask for it--but he went to bat and said I was an
essential man in an essential industry. I was realiy essential
the whole war as the managing editor. The rule was you don't
print anything that would be a comfort to the enemy. ( 3y Of

course, I was also thinking about the days back there in the '40s

when the shipyards were so busy, and we were alil puzzied by those
concrete ships they were buiiding. Wwhat in the heil are they
building concrete ships for?" Of course, they knew what they

were doing, the Navy did, because they used those concrete ships
built in Tampa for breakwater on Normandy. That's why they wers
built.

JE: I'11 be.

ER: Wwe fTinally found out what they were for. A bunch of
Russians in there, too.

JE: what would have been the make-up of the Urban League in
those years?

ER: There were a few white people that were interested, but
the blacks, too. We'd speak out about various things.

JE: Did you get any Cubans or Italians invoived in that?

ER: NOo, no. They sort of stayed away from that. It was
the black community and interested whites who made it up. I also
served on the state Committee on Race Relations.

JE: That was part of the Southern Regional Council?

ER: VYeah.

JE: And you were involved in those early meetings of the

southern Regionail Council?

ER: Yeah.



JE: VYou remember Virginius Dabney?

ER: Yeah, oh sure.

JE ¥ I saw him & week or tTwo ago up 1in Richmond. He'ls
ninety-two years old.

ER: Yyeah, I made a JTot of speeches about giving the Negro
aqgual opportunity.

JE Just to kind of characterize some of that, you would

have been against the poll tax?

£ER: Oh yeah.

JE: And for an open primary?

ER: Oh sure.

JE: Access to the vote was part of what you were after?

ER: VYeah.

JE: Equal pay for esqual work?

ER: Right.

JE: Like school teachers and whatnot?

ER: Our paper, editorially, fought for that in the state.

JE: and the right to serve on juries and equal justice
before the Taw and fair share of funding for things iike publiic
housing and schools and hospitais?

ER: 0h yeah, our paper was for giving the blacks an equal
opportunity in everything.

JE: In the defense industry, serving in the military? Wwhat
about when it got to what really amounted to desegregation, like
riding on the bus, not having the back of the bus thing? ©Di1d you

take a position on that?



ErR: well, it didn't come up in Tampa. 1 don't remember any
controversy about that at ail. That came a 1ittle iater atter 1
was gone.

JE: what about the Fair Empioyment Practices Committee of
the federal government?

ER: WwWell, in Tampa that wasn't in effect 1n the "40s.

JE: There was a temporary one that was 1instaiied by
axecutive order of Fresident Roosevelt.

ER: Oh yeah, during the war.

JE: Then there was the question during Truman’s time of

whether or not it ought to be made permanent.

JE? Did you ever end up taking a position on that one,
aditorialliy?

ER: I don't really recall because [ was 50 busy as the
managing editor, that I left those things to the editor. And 1
don't remember really.

JE: And Tinally, as all this unfoided and the years went by
and we got into the ‘40s and the '50s and there were court
decisions coming out the Supreme Court, particuiariy on higher
aducation in the '40s and eariy '50s, before the Brown decision,
and then, of course, finally Brown in '54. Wwhat happened to your
own personal views about race? 0Did you end up deciding that you
thought Brown was a good decision? Or did you end up being

against 1t?




ER: No, 1 think Brown was always a good decision. I got to
straighten it out in my mind. The thing out of it, the Supreme
Court upholding bussing upset me no end.

JE: Yeah.

ER: I think bussing was an evii and sti1li 1s.

JE: Right, that was a later deveiopment.

ER: And still is. Like in Memphis. Bussing has caused all
prep schools to be developsd for whites, and there's 80% blacks.
o it didn't do any good. It didn't give any opportunity for the
whites and the blacks to get together in the pubiic schools.
Same way in Atlanta. Same way 1in New Orisans. If theyid lieft
bussing alone and yet nature take its course, some Negroes going
to school with whites where they could, neighborhood schools,
we'd be a whole lot better off than we are today. My opinion. I
never did agree with forced bussing. Itis expensive and a waste
and an emphasis on a division of the races.

JEB There in the '40s, about the time you wouid have been
leaving Tampa and going to Houston, were you stiil invoived with

ER: Wwell, when I went to Oriando in '49, I beiieve it was,
I continued to work quietiy with peopie on good race reliations,
but I wasn't as prominent there as | was in Tampa because 1 had
one hell of a job to do in running two newspapers. Nearly killed
me .

JE ¢ Yeah, vyour situation changed quite a bit when you went

there. You took on a much bigger responsibility.



ER: Yeah, but my views didn't change. I just didnit have
the opportunity to do as much, although I did what I coulid.

JE were you of the opinion that alil the Jim Crow laws
wouid eventually Tall?

£ER: Yeah, I thought s0.

JE: Like the segregated restaurants and water fountains?

ER: Oh, I thought that would have failen a long time before
it did. But, you see, still it's a hard thing to realize. I
Jook at this town here. nNow, all the biacks here iive across the
river. Not a lot of them here, not more than 10%, but I don't
believe there's one black Tamily here on the beach side. You Qo
into the restaurants and vou go anywhere eise, and it's seidom
you ever see a black fellow. Our yacht ciub--1'm a member of the
yacht club--there's 350 members. Thereis not a biack in the lot,
and there's not a bliack worker 1in the piace at all. Itis not
deliberate. It's just the way the town develioped. This used to
be a raiiroad town.

JE: On the Florida East Coast Railiroad?

ER: And then the strike. This was one of the key spots.
when the strike came along, well, they just changed the face of
this whole town.

JE: Wwhen was that?

ER: It came when I was in Texas, I believe,.

JE: In the '50s, 1 guess.

ER: I wasn't in Florida then. 1 just heard about 1t.

JE: As you look back on alil that invoivement, you know, 1t

was an unusual sort of thing for you to be involived. Most of
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your friends, most of your business associates, were not out
front on this issue, talking about how we need to have good race
relations.

ER: No, you usually had preachers and a few lawyers.

JE: But you obviously feit pretty strongiy about that or
vou wouldn't have been invoived in it.

ER: Oh yeah.

JE: Now when you look back on it, does that period of time
seem to you in any way like a time when the South might have--1f
more people had been willing to do what you did, that you might
have been able to work out some of these social probiems without
going though all of the bloodshed and trauma that we subsequentliy
want though?

ER: Yeah, if peoplie would have just stopped and analyzed
things, and they wouldn't do 1it. I teil you one of the reasons.
1t begins with children and attitudes 1in the home. Now, ToO
eliminate those attitudes as various Tamilies grew up 15 an

awfully hard job, awfully hard job.

JE: vYeah, it is. There's no question about that.

ER: My two children grew up, no prejudice at all about
blacks. My son is married, remarried, he married a girl who
worked as an executive for (¢ Yy Foods, and he was an
axecutive. 5he had two girls. They built a home or she did.
They moved in it when they married. The neighborhood in Houston

they l1ive in is very nice, nice homes, but about haif a mile away
is a subdivision for blacks. Many of those black chiidren go to

the same schools that my two step-grandchiidren go to. The giris



do a Jlot of things together. The blacks have besen 1in their
homes . They have absolutely no prejudice against blacks at all.
Now, there are a Jlot of those. They didn't run. They thought
about putting them in private schools. My son and his witTe,
both, decided they better go.

JE: where's your daughter Tive?

ER: 5She lives in Colorado Springs. 5he's grown. 5he has a
grown son.

JE: Your attitudes, I'm curious. Obviousiy, you didn't get
these feelings from your fTamily. you left home when you were
just a kid.

ER: That's right.

JE: Wwho do you suppose influenced you to feel the way you

sanded up feeling about all this?

ER: I guess around the newspaper. Mmen around the
newspaper. They were very fine peopie
JE Mark Ethridge turned out to be one of the real

outspoken people on this very i1ssue.

ER: I think Mark Ethridge, his thinking, had more to do
with my own attitude than anyone elise. willie 5now, his wife.
He was from Mississippi, you know. 5he was from Macon. The 5now
family in Macon. 1 suppose that, and also just in school and in
seeing. . . . 1 made speeches about this, and L Just happened to
think about it. When the Klan was at its peak in the '30s--1've
got pictures in there--in Tampa, ¢ Y Thereis a
movie not long ago about how it escalated. well, I was a vyoung

boy, and they had a raps there. Black man was accused of rape.



No trial. The Klan went out and killed him and put him on the
back of a car and dragged him through the downtown streets of
Macon. No stopping by the police at alil. And L saw it. I think
that had as much affect on me as anything else.

JE: VYou were just a boy?

T

ER: Never will forget it. and to my horror, one of the

]

marching Klansmen 1 saw was my brother-in-liaw. He didn't know.
But he was a good man, really, but he was one of those old
crackers who said, well, the blacks just can't have what they
think they want. Just couldn't get it out of his mind, so.

JE: We just about did ourselives in on that, you know.

ER: Did you see that movie of high Kiansmen, how he jipped
them, and fTinally ¢ s That was a hell of a good job, not
Tong ago.

JE: Yeah, I saw that. I guess we're JTucky tThat we came
through that without more of a massacre of peopie than actually
occurred.

ER: I was in Tampa when they had the famous flogging case.
My friend [Interruption]

The editor of the Nashville paper is a good tTriend of mine.

JE: John 3eigenthaler.

ER: See, I was president of the TrPA.

JE: Sure, you told me that. Did you ever know Stetson
Kennedy? He was a writer.

JIES I don't beiieve so. There was somebody eise on this

Tist I was going to ask vyou about. we'lve talked about Mark



Ethridge. Another person on here from Macon was John D. Allen.
wWhat was he?

ER: Professor Allen. He was at Mercer. He was There when
I was there.

JE: What was he, an English protessor or something?

ER: VYeah, Engliish professor at Mercer.

JE: Then another guy at Mercer 1 wanted to ask you about,
Harry 5trozi.

ER: Oh, Harry. 5he's kin to him.

JE: Who is that?

ER: He's a Tawyer there.

JE: Is he still Tiving?

ER: No, heis too oid. wasn't he kin to you, dariing?

RAY 'S WIFE: Yeah.

JE: He was a lTawyer?

ER: Lawyer, yeah. Her father was dean and vice president
of wesleyvan for twenty-five vyears. He beliieved in the South
developing. One thing that he hated was JTiquor. He had a
brother that ruined his 1ife. He fought AT 3Smith.

JE 3 He was & real strong dry. Itis funny how that issue
breaks differentiy. Yyou get to talking to somebody about civil
1iberties and you go right down the 1ine, people say, ‘'Yeah, L'm
for that. I'm for that.” and you get to Jliquor and 1f
something's happened back in their lives, they'1l say, "Nah, 1
draw the Tline there. i'm dry on that,” or maybe they're
militantly wet on 1it. Vvirginius Dabney was one of the wets on

that issue. He really felt strongly about 1it.




ER: well, our papers, the Macon papers, were against
prohibition. 0ld man W.T. Henderson, he and his brother owned
the Jeledaraph. First drink of whiskey 1 ever had when I was
assistant sports editor, nineteen years oid, he had a party for
the staff and went out, and he kept in his basement, kegs of
Georgia corn lTiquor that was iileqal. I donit think he knew how
old I was, but somebody gave me a drink of that old rot gut
Bourbon. No, 1t was good Bourbon. It was charcoal. I had that

first drink, and I tell you, it made me so sick. I thought I'd

never have another drink, but I have. Are vyou fTuii-time at
writing?

JE: Yes sir, that's how I make a 1iving. You made that
speech 1in Richmond. That was the national convention of the

Urban League in September of '48.
ER: VYeah.
JE: You remember anything much about that experience?

wh

1y

re you met and how the segregation issue was handied there?
where did people stay?

RAY 'S WIFE: Yes, I went to that one.

ER: She's got a better memory than I have.

RAY'S WIFE: It was okay. We stayed at the cottage together
and all. They were all very nice, but one of them was a 1ittle,
overdid it a Tittle bit. I think he was kissing whites, which
was a 1ittie far fetched to me. One time, he brought some people
home, thres, Negro gentlemen. One of them had a Ph.D. Trom

Dartmouth, I remember that. Oour neighbors were horrified. He
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brought them right in the front door. They sat right there 1in
19ving room. My kids enjoved them

JE: Remember Charles 5. Johnson? He was president at Fisk,
and he was active in the Southern Regional Council during that
time.

ER: I remember the name. I just remember the name.

JE: And then some of the black newspapers editors of that
time. ATl of them were weeklies except the Atianta paper. But
there was a guy in Norfolk, named P.B. Young, who was active 1in
all of this.

ER: Maybe I remember the name.

RAY'S WIFE: Here's a Negro put this out.

JE?2 This magazine is owned by somesbody black? I didn't
know that.

ER: The top man.

RAY'S WIFE: 1t's a darn good magazine, too.

JE: Yes, it is. As a matter of fact, 1've written for that
magazine. I did a long piece on James Earil Ray several vyears
ago.

RAY'S WIFE: [Laughter] That was an embarrassment to us.

JE: I went to the prison and taiked to James Eari Ray and I
talked to a lot of people, including a good many biacks, who
didn't really believe, never had believed, that James Eari Ray
was the trigger man. They felt he was involved in that, but that
he was set up to cover the trail of somebody else. And of
course, Ray, that's what he would tell you. That's what he did

tell me, as a matter of fact.




RAY 'S5 WIFE: I meant because his name was speiled just lTike
his.

JE: I know, he kept telling me about seeing the headiines.

ER: I lived out in the north part of 5teven Hills, Memphis.
wa heard on the radio, and 1 had to get to town in a hurry. Get
the staff moving.

RAY'S WIFE: Let me tell vyou something. 5omething that's
never been shown. when he was marching with those garbage men,
they're the ones that--you were in Memphis, too--he was walking
down Main 3treet with a whole bunch of them. You know, praise
the Lord. And they started carrying on, shooting and stuff. it

was nNno more. He turned

D

filashed one time on television. Ther
around and run like a dog, just ran. But they never did show it
but one time.

JE: Wowl!

RAY'5 WIFE: Wwhat are you JTooking at?

ER: The Urban League.

RAY'S WIFE: The Urban League thing is not out.
END OF TAPE 1, SIDE A

END OF INTERVIEW



