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2011-12 Men’s BasketBall RosteR
No. Player Year Pos. Height    
1 Dexter Strickland JR G  6’ 3”         
2 Leslie McDonald JR G   6’ 5”
4 Luke Davis SO G    6’ 0”       
5 Kendall Marshall SO G 6’ 4”    
11 Stilman White FR G 6’ 0”         
14 Desmond Hubert FR F 6’ 9.5”         
15 P. J. Hairston FR G 6’ 5.5”
21 Jackson Simmons FR F 6’ 7”
22 David Dupont SR F 6’ 5”
24 Justin Watts SR G 6’ 5”
30 Patrick Crouch SR G 5’ 11”
31 John Henson JR F 6’11”
34 Stewart Cooper SR F 6’ 5”
35 Reggie Bullock SO G 6’ 7”
40 Harrison Barnes SO F 6’ 8”
43  James Michael McAdoo FR F   6’ 9” 
44 Tyler Zeller SR F 7’ 0”

Head Coach:  Roy Williams

Director of Basketball Operations:  Joe 
Holladay

Assistant Coach:  Steve Robinson
Assistant Coach:  Jerod Haase
Assistant Coach:  C.B. McGrath

Date time OPPONeNt   tv
Fri. Oct. 28 7:30 p.m. vs. UNC Pebroke (Exhibition)  
Fri. Nov. 11 7 p.m. vs. Michigan State ESPN
Sun. Nov. 13 4 p.m. at UNC-Asheville ESPNU
Sun. Nov. 20 2 p.m.  vs. Mississippi Valley State  RSN
Tues. Nov. 22 7:30 p.m.     vs. Tennessee State   ESPN3
Fri. Nov. 25 10 p.m. vs. South Carolina (Las Vegas)  ESPN2
Sat. Nov. 26 10:30 p.m. vs. USC or UNLV (Las Vegas) ESPN2
Wed. Nov. 30 9:30 p.m. vs. Wisconsin (ACC/Big Ten) ESPN
Sat. Dec. 3  Noon at Kentucky  CBS
Tue. Dec. 6 7 p.m. vs Evansville  ESPNU
Sat. Dec 10 7 p.m. vs. Long Beach State  ESPN3 
Sat. Dec. 17 6 p.m. vs. Appalachian State  ESPNU
Mon. Dec. 19 7 p.m. vs. Nicholls  ESPNU
Wed. Dec. 21 7 p.m. vs. Texas  ESPN2
Thur. Dec. 29 7 p.m. vs. Elon  ESPNU
Sun. Jan. 1 3 p.m vs.  Monmouth  ESPNU
Sat. Jan 7 2:30 p.m. vs. Boston College  ACC
Tue. Jan. 10 9 p.m. vs. Miami ACC
Sat. Jan. 14 2 p.m. at  Florida State  ESPN
Thur. Jan. 19 9 p.m. at Virginia Tech  ESPN/ESPN2
Thur. Jan. 26 7 p.m. vs. N.C. State  ESPN/ESPN2
Sun. Jan. 29 6 p.m. vs. Georgia Tech  ESPNU
Tue. Jan. 31 9 p.m. at Wake Forest ESPNU
Sat. Feb. 4 4 p.m. at Maryland  ESPN/ESPN2
Wed. Feb. 8 9 p.m. vs. Duke  ACC/ESPN
Sat. Feb. 11 1 p.m. vs. Virginia ACC
Wed. Feb. 15 7 p.m. at Miami  ESPN/ESPN2
Sat. Feb. 18 4 p.m. vs. Clemson  ESPN/ESPN2
Tue. Feb. 21 8 p.m. at  N.C. State  ACC
Sat. Feb. 25 4 p.m. at  Virginia  ESPN/ESPN2
Wed. Feb. 29 7 p.m.  vs. Maryland  ESPN/ESPN2
Sat. Mar. 3 7 p.m. at Duke  ESPN

2011-12 Men’s BasketBall schedule

Experienced frontcourt returns for UNC
By Kevin Minogue

Senior Writer

For a team many have dubbed 
the unquestioned favorite to cut 
down the nets in New Orleans this 
April, the North Carolina men’s 
basketball team sure has had to 
produce a bevy of answers during 
the preseason media frenzy.

Many folks have wondered 
about Harrison Barnes’ offensive 
efficiency. Others have ques-
tioned how the Tar Heels plan to 
threaten from beyond the 3-point 
arc with Leslie McDonald side-
lined for the forseeable future. 
Still more have expressed doubts 
about Kendall Marshall’s ability 
to withstand an entire season as 
UNC’s only experienced point 
guard.

But few, if any, have had much 
to ask of the Tar Heels’ biggest 
men.  And after the fashion in 
which John Henson and Tyler 
Zeller finished last season, it 
seems there is little doubt as to 
what the pair can produce down 
low in the 2011-12 campaign.

In the final half of the 2010-11 
season, Henson and Zeller pro-
duced rebounds and points with 
alarming consistency. During 
the course of the last 16 games, 
Henson recorded 10 or more 
rebounds 15 different times. His 
only failing? A nine-board perfor-
mance against Kentucky. 

Zeller, meanwhile, led the Tar 
Heels in scoring 15 times during 
the season — two more times than 
Barnes — and poured in 10-plus 

points in 32 of 37 contests.
Defensively, the same held 

true. Henson, the ACC Defensive 
Player of the Year, registered 
blocks in all but five of UNC’s 
games, swatting five or more 11 
times. Despite this, UNC’s own 
postgame defensive accolades 
more often went to Zeller.

“Z is philosophically in the 
right spot all the time,” coach Roy 
Williams said.

“John may be completely out 
of position, but still has the abil-
ity to block the shot and abruptly 
change the play.”

Williams’ words cut to the 
heart of what has become an 
interesting paradox for Henson. 
Though Zeller’s consistency is not 
surprising given his fundamental 
approach and polished skill set, 
Henson produced at a steady clip 
with a far less refined approach, 
using his athleticism to generate 
much of his offense.

But heading into the 2011-12 
season, Henson would prefer to 
deliver in more traditional ways.

“Offensively, you want to be 
a dependable player, and that’s 
what I’m working on being for my 
teammates,” Henson said.

“I think if I get the ball down 
there, I can do a little more than I 
could do last year.”

Even if Henson’s development 
proves only a marginal improve-
ment from a season ago, he, 
Zeller, do-it-all freshman James 
Michael McAdoo and shot-
swatting rookie Desmond Hubert 
comprise one of the top post con-

DtH file pHOtO
Junior forward John Henson steps out to get a hand in the face of Duke’s Seth Curry with Reggie Bullock bringing some help last year at Duke.

tingents in the country. Few are 
debating that.

But together, the Tar Heels’ big 
men will help erase some of UNC’s 
major question marks this season.

With defenses forced to sag on 
UNC’s big men, Barnes should 

find plenty of room to operate 
on the perimeter and in the high 
post area, especially against zone 
schemes. This should also free 
up more open looks for Reggie 
Bullock and P.J. Hairston, both of 
whom appeared capable of filling 

it up from deep in a combined 
6-for-11 performance from three 
against UNC-Pembroke. A reli-
able post presence will also offer 
Marshall a safety valve to relieve 
pressure in tight spots. 

And although not many have 

been quizzing the Tar Heels’ 
frontcourt prior to the season, 
there will be plenty asked of 
UNC’s big men during it.

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

Marshall to lead from the point
By Jonathan Jones

Senior Writer

Roy Williams thought he was 
set in his team’s backcourt play in 
February for at least another year.

He had a junior point guard 
who played a small role in North 
Carolina’s 2009 championship 
and led the team through the 
worst of times the following 
year. 

Williams also had a freshman 
point guard who showed great 
promise off the bench and con-
tributed to the Tar Heels in ways 
the starter could not.

But after Larry Drew II left 
UNC in the middle of the night 
on Feb. 4, just a couple of weeks 
after Williams demoted him to 
the bench in favor of Kendall 
Marshall, the Hall of Fame coach 
was left to play the rest of the 
year — and the next season due to 
how late in the recruiting season 
Drew’s departure came — with 
only one true point guard.

The expectations of a third 
national title in eight years weigh 
heavily on all of the Tar Heels, but 
on none more than UNC’s back-
court and its leader, Marshall.

“I’m concerned about our 
health, which means I’m con-
cerned about our depth,” Williams 
said. “We’ve already lost (shooting 
guard) Leslie (McDonald). But 
the greatest challenge is develop-
ing the top quality person to be 
the point when Kendall’s out of 
the game. 

“We’ve got to have some 
good backcourt play. Dexter 
(Strickland) has got to spend 
some quality time at the point and 
I think he will and embrace that.”

McDonald suffered an ACL 
injury during a summer Pro-Am 
game when routinely bringing the 
ball up the court. The non-contact 
injury puts him on the shelf until 
at least January, and puts a strain 
at the shooting guard position, 
which is currently occupied by 
Strickland.

The starting backcourt of 
Marshall and Strickland will 
shuffle to put Strickland at the 
1-guard and Reggie Bullock 
at the 2-guard when Marshall 
takes a breather. Bullock is also 
coming off an injury but will 
be healthy by the start of the 
season.

Williams intends to play 
Bullock at the small forward posi-
tion when Harrison Barnes is out, 
which will also open the reserve 
shooting guard position for fresh-
man P.J. Hairston. His range will 
draw opposing defense out of the 
middle and help the frontcourt 
be more formidable around the 
basket.

But the undeniable leader 
of the team is Marshall. When 
inserted into the starting lineup 
last season, the production of 
Barnes, a preseason favorite for 
national player of the year, and 
others increased dramatically. 

“He knows where everybody’s 
supposed to be and he knows 

where everybody’s supposed to 
go,” forward John Henson said. 
“He gets the ball to the right 
positions, and that’s what a good 
leader does.”

In order to be effective though, 
Marshall knows he’ll have to take 
some breaks during games. And 
that’s a foreign concept to the 
point guard.

“Coming out of high school, I 
never understood people asking 
to come out of games,” Marshall 
said. “But once I got to college 
I was definitely putting that fist 
up because the game is so much 
faster. 

“I do want to be on the court as 
much as possible, but at the same 
time, I don’t want to hurt my 
team. So if that means me playing 
30-32 minutes instead of playing 
36-37 and being more efficient 
in those 32 minutes, then I’m all 
for it.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

Incoming class brings high talent
By Brandon Moree

Assistant Sports Editor

Entering his ninth year as 
head coach, Roy Williams has 
added two more McDonald’s All-
Americans to the North Carolina 
roster.

Freshmen guard P.J. Hairston 
and forward James Michael 
McAdoo are the 16th and 17th 
McDonald’s All-Americans that 
Williams has recruited to Chapel 
Hill, eight of which are on this 
year’s team. 

McAdoo didn’t just participate 
in the annual premier high school 
all-star showdown, he owned it. 

McAdoo took home co-MVP 
honors with 17 points, and in 
much the same way he won the 
same honor at the Jordan Brand 
Classic with a double-double per-
formance.

McAdoo, who stands 6-foot-9 
and weighs 220 pounds, became 
the youngest person to ever win 
the USA Basketball Male Athlete 
of the Year award in 2009 after 
averaging almost 17 points per 
game on the way to a gold medal 
in the FIBA Americas U16 cham-
pionship. 

”I’m expecting a lot from (the 
freshman) just because they’re 

very great players,” senior Tyler 
Zeller said. “James McAdoo and 
P.J. are fantastic players, and the 
rest of them can come in and 
give us some great minutes also. 
I think they’re going to be able to 
come in right off the bat and give 
us a great lift.”

Hairston, a 6-foot-5 wing-
man from Greensboro, split his 
high school career at Dudley and 
Hargrave Military Academy in 
Chatam, Va. 

In his senior year at Hargrave, 
he averaged more than 25 
points, nine boards and nearly 
five assists. So far this year, he’s 
caught the eye of some of the 
older guys on the team.

“We always thought he would 
be good, but he’s stretching 
the floor out a lot better than 
we thought,” Harrison Barnes 
said. “He’s making a lot of shots. 
That’ll help us a lot down the 
road in terms of penetration.”

In UNC’s 100-58 exhibition 
win against UNC-Pembroke 
on Oct. 28, Hairston lit up the 
court — making six of eight 
3-pointers during his 16 minutes 
on the court.

Hairston finished the game 
with 17 points, just one fewer 
than senior forward Tyler Zeller, 

who led with 18.
Joining Hairston and McAdoo 

at the Jordan Brand Classic in 
Charlotte was new teammate 
Jackson Simmons from Smokey 
Mountain High School in 
Webster, N.C. Simmons raked in a 
state-record number of rebounds 
in high school while standing just 
6-foot-7.

Williams has been working to 
get his freshman adjusted to a 
new style of play.

“Jackson is just like James 
Michael. His head is spinning 
right now because the guys are a 
lot bigger, a lot faster,” Williams 
said. “For me it was a thrill to be 
able to give him a scholarship, 
and now to watch him develop is 
going to be fun.”

Simmons, a member of the 
West team in the N.C. East-West 
All-Star game, was the MVP of 
that game. On the East team was 
Stilman White, from Hoggard 
High in Wilmington. White joins 
the Tar Heels as the shortest 
member of this year’s recruiting 
class at 6-feet.

Six-foot-9 Desmond Hubert 
rounds out the freshman class this 
year from Cream Ridge, N.J. He 
scored more than 1,500 points in 
high school in addition to more 

DtH/WilSOn HeRlOnG
Freshman P.J. Hairston fires up one 
of his high arching 3-point shots 
aginst UNC-Pembroke. He was four 
of six from three on the night.

than 1,000 rebounds and 750 
blocks. His frame and shot block-
ing ability have already garnered 
comparisons to teammmate John 
Henson.

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.
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 GET ONE FREE
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2011-12 WOMen’s BasketBall ROsteR
No. Player Year Pos. Height    
1 She’la White SR G 5’ 5”         
2 Latifah Coleman SO G    5’ 9”       
3 Megan Buckland FR G 6’ 0”        
4 Candace Wood JR G 5’ 11”         
5 Shannon Smith RS FR G 5’ 7”         
10 Danielle Butts FR G 5’ 10”
11 Brittany Rountree FR G 5’ 9”          
20 Chay Shegog SR C 6’ 5”
21 Krista Gross JR G/F 6’ 0”
24 Whitney Adams FR F 6’ 2”
32 Waltiea Rolle JR C 6’ 6”    
33 Laura Broomfield SR F 6’ 1”
44 Tierra Ruffin-Pratt JR G 5’ 10”

Head Coach:  Sylvia Hatchell
Director of Basketball Operations:  Greg Law

Associate Coach: Andrew Calder

Assistant Coaches: Trisha Stafford-Odom and 
Tracey Williams-Johnson

Date time OPPONeNt tv
Wed. Nov. 9 7 p.m. vs. Carson-Newman 
Sat. Nov. 12 1 p.m. vs. Gardner Webb 
Sun. Nov. 13 2 p.m.  vs. USC-Upstate 
Wed. Nov. 16 7 p.m. vs. UNC-Greensboro 
Tues. Nov. 22 4:30 p.m. vs. Presbyterian College 
Sun. Nov. 27 2 p.m. vs. Kennesaw State 
Wed. Nov. 30 6:30 p.m. at Penn State Big Ten Network
Wed. Dec. 7 7 p.m. vs. Lipscomb 
Sun. Dec. 1 12 p.m. vs. ETSU 

Sun. Dec. 18 3 p.m. vs. South Carolina (Myrtle Beach, S.C.)
Tues. Dec. 20 7 p.m. vs. East Carolina (Myrtle Beach, S.C.) 
Thurs. Dec. 29 2 p.m. vs. Savannah State 
Fri. Dec. 30 7 p.m. vs. North Carolina Central 
Mon. Jan. 2 7 p.m. vs. Miami 

Thu. Jan 5 7 p.m. at Virginia 
Sun. Jan. 8 1 p.m. vs. Maryland RSN
Thu. Jan. 12 7 p.m. vs. Clemson 
Mon. Jan. 16 7 p.m. at Connecticut ESPN2
Thu. Jan 19 5 p.m. at Virginia Tech 
Sun. Jan 22 1 p.m. at N.C. State RSN
Wed. Jan. 25 7 p.m. vs. Boston College 
Sun. Jan. 29 2 p.m. at Wake Forest 
Fri. Feb. 3 8:30 p.m. vs. Virginia RSN
Mon. Feb. 6 7 p.m. at Duke ESPN2
Wed. Feb. 8 7 p.m. at Miami 
Sun. Feb. 12 2 p.m. vs. Georgia Tech ESPN3
Wed. Feb. 15 7 p.m. at Florida State ESPN3
Sun. Feb. 19 1:30 p.m.  vs. N.C. State ESPNU
Fri. Feb. 24 8:30 p.m. at Maryland RSN
Sun. Feb. 26 3 p.m. vs. Duke ESPN2

2011-12 WOMen’s 
BasketBall schedule

UNC women rely on youth
By Leah Campbell

Assistant Sports Editor

After North Carolina’s 72-65 
Sweet 16 loss to Stanford last 
March, the women’s basketball 
team was left with more than one 
gaping hole.

Forward Jessica Breland and 
guards Italee Lucas and Cetera 
DeGraffenreid all graduated after 
an impressive senior campaign, 
and Breland and Lucas were cho-
sen in the 2011 WNBA Draft.

Lucas led UNC in scoring last 
season with almost 600 points, 
and Breland was a close second.

The senior trio combined for 
1,310 points last year, and replacing 
them won’t be easy for coach Sylvia 
Hatchell. But she has confidence in 
the abilities of her five brand new 
players.

“The good thing is that all five of 
those players ended their seasons 
last year with a win, so they all won 
state championships,” Hatchell 
said. “That mentality is big. 

“It’s major… When you’ve 
won state championships, you 
have the work ethic and you just 
expect to win.”

A key playmaker for the 2011 
squad will be 5-foot-10 freshman 
guard Danielle Butts. With state 
championships in both basketball 
and the long jump under her belt, 
Butts has the ability to be a multi-
facetted talent for UNC.

“Danielle Butts is probably 
the best all-around athlete that 
we’ve had since Marion Jones,” 
Hatchell said. “We may play four 
guards a lot of times because 
Danielle Butts is really good, and 
we’re going to play her some at 
four. She’s not that big, but she’s 
extremely athletic. She can jump 
out of the gym.”

Playing power forward isn’t in 
Butts’ inventory just yet, but that 
hasn’t stopped veteran teammates 
from noticing her versatility, defen-
sive ability and willingness to learn.

“She’s undersized at the four, 
of course, but she can jump,” 

senior She’la White said. “And 
we love that. I think her major 
role will become rebounding and 
being a defensive player this year 
for us.”

And while Hatchell hasn’t offi-
cially decided if Butts will also com-
pete on the North Carolina track 
team like Jones did, she’s positive 
that Butts, along with her fellow 
freshmen, will make statements on 
the basketball court.

Other new faces for the Tar 
Heels are forward Megan Buckland 
and guards Brittany Rountree, 
Whitney Adams and redshirt fresh-
man Shannon Smith. 

Buckland boasts six state 
championships and six all-confer-
ence picks. Rountree, ranked the 
No. 11 point guard and the No. 53 
overall player in the country by 
ESPN, adds to the team’s depth 
at the one. She’s also on the ACC’s 
newcomer watch list. 

“Brittany has really impressed 
me,” White said. “She’s coming 
along great, (freshmen) have been 

coming along great this offseason.”
The team might have been 

picked for the middle of the ACC 
pack in the preseason polls, but 
the Tar Heels don’t seem to be 
investing too much in rankings 
just yet.

“We’ve got a really good group of 
young kids,” Hatchell said. “Right 
now, we’re a team with sort of 
uncertanties, but as those kids all 
get more experience ... the face and 
dynamics of our team can change 
a lot.”

Despite the less-than-desirable 
ranking, Hatchell knows the team 
isn’t in uncharted territory. 

“We can probably be like our 
men were a couple of years ago, 
where you have a lot of young kids 
and all that stuff,” she said. “You 
think, two years ago they didn’t 
even make the NCAA tournament, 
and now this year everybody’s got 
them No. 1 in the country.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

UNC could surprise doubters 
By Michael Lananna
Assistant Sports Editor

Despite hosting a playoff-caliber 
team last season, Carmichael Arena 
wasn’t quite as populated as Sylvia 
Hatchell had hoped it would be.

So this season, the North 
Carolina women’s basketball 
coach may take matters into her 
own hands.

“I’m going to see if (my car deal-
er) will let me wrap my dealer car,” 
Hatchell said. “And I’m going to do 
a Carolina women’s basketball sea-
son ticket thing … And I’m going 
to drive it around Chapel Hill.”

With the Tar Heels projected to 
finish sixth in the ACC, this year’s 
team could be a tougher sell than 
usual.

But Hatchell isn’t buying into 
the preseason talk just yet.

“I think we’re going to better 
than people think we’re going to 
be,” Hatchell said. “In fact, I know 
we’re going to be better than peo-
ple think we’re going to be.”

For the coach’s prediction to 
hold true, though, the team will 
have to adjust to a new lineup 
configuration, as not a single 
player who started last season’s 
opener will be taking the court 
come Nov. 12. 

Senior forward Jessica Breland 
and guards Italee Lucas and 
Cetera DeGraffenreid have all 
graduated, leaving imposing 
gaps in both the frontcourt and 
backcourt. Combined, the trio 

accounted for 45 percent of the 
team’s scoring offense last season.

To worsen matters, UNC will 
also be without a pregnant Waltiea 
Rolle until at least Dec. 17, and 
junior guard Tierra Ruffin-Pratt 
will likely miss just as much time 
after undergoing surgery on her 
right shoulder in July.

Hatchell said either or both 
players could be redshirted, and 
with both projected to be starters 
this year, their absence will cer-
tainly be felt by their teammates.

“They’re two essential players 
to our team,” senior guard She’la 
White said. “They both started 
multiple times last year and, 
depending on how they come 
along, will determine a lot for us.”

White will be stepping into 
the void left by Lucas and 
DeGraffenreid in the backcourt, 
and the senior said she’s been 
working all summer on preparing 
herself for the new role.

Already, White has made a 
strong impression on strength and 
training coach Jason Beaulieu.

“He’s actually wanting to 
take She’la White to the 2012 
Olympics in her weight class 
in power lifting,” Hatchell said. 
“‘Pound for pound,’ he says, ‘I’ll 
win a medal with her.’ He says 
she’s stronger than any of our 
football players.”

That kind of athleticism appears 
to run rampant on the roster.

Hatchell said she’s been 
impressed with the fitter, slim-

mer Chay Shegog’s mobility up 
and down the court, and she 
noted that 6-foot-1 forward Laura 
Broomfield has been dunking in 
practice.

Both of those seniors will likely 
see sizable time in the frontcourt 
this season.

“I think our inside play is going 
to be really strong this year,” said 
junior Krista Gross, who will 
likely grab a starting guard posi-
tion. “We’ve got Chay Shegog 
who’s been working really hard 
and Laura Broomfield is one of 
our best athletes … but we’re still 
going to have to be Carolina fast.”

Frontcourt players are a minor-
ity on this year’s team, though, 
and with a guard-heavy and tal-
ent-heavy recruiting class coming 
in, Hatchell said she wouldn’t shy 
away from playing four guards on 
the court.

“I like being able to have all 
those kids out there — then 
you don’t know what to expect,” 
Hatchell said.

“Even coach Hatchell’s not 
going to know what to expect 
sometimes.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.
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Center Chay Shegog tries to dribble around a defender. Coach Sylvia 
Hatchell has been impressed with Shegog’s performance in practice.
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Bzdelik’s Demon Deacons still building

Wake Forest
RECORD ‘10-’11 

8-24 
ACC RECORD 

1-15 
HEAD COACH 

Jeff Bzdelik 
STADIUM 

Lawrence Joel Coliseum 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 

 Travis McKie 
 C.J. Harris 

 Nikita Mescheriakov

By Robbie Harms
Staff Writer

As freshmen last season, 
Harrison Barnes and Travis McKie 
played pivotal roles on North 
Carolina and Wake Forest respec-
tively, earning ACC All-Freshmen 
team honors. 

But for the Tar Heels and 
Demon Deacons, that’s where the 
similarities end. 

The Tar Heels (29-8, 14-2 ACC) 
won the regular-season ACC 
championship and made a deep 
run in the NCAA tournament, 
while McKie’s Demon Deacons 
(8-24, 1-15) struggled under first-
year head coach Jeff Bzdelik.  

Led by McKie and junior guard 
C.J. Harris, Wake Forest will 
host UNC on Jan. 31 and look to 
avenge last year’s 78-64 loss in 
Chapel Hill.

In that game, McKie and 
Harris were a combined four of 
23 from the field. This season, 
they’ll need to improve their 
shooting performance for the 
Demon Deacons — who are 
picked 11th in the ACC preasea-
son poll — to have hope of pulling 
off an upset. 

“The leadership is coming from 
me and Travis. As a junior, I feel 
like that’s my role,” Harris said. 
“And Travis, all the guys respect 
him from his play last year and 
leading by example.”

One of the major areas Wake 
Forest will look to improve upon 
is rebounding. In the loss to UNC, 
the Demon Deacons were out-
rebounded 50-35.

That game was no anomaly.
 On the season, the Demon 

Deacons pulled down an average 
of 32.5 boards per game com-
pared to 37.8 for their opponents.

“Our emphasis this year is 
defensive rebounding. Through the 
first half of practice, that’s all we’re 
working on,” Harris said. “That was 
the big problem last year, and if 
we can correct that, we’ll have a lot 
more wins than last year.”

McKie said the Demon Deacons 
believe this year’s team is funda-
mentally different and will attempt 
to put last season behind them.

“Last year we weren’t a togeth-
er team,” McKie said. “But I think 
now, everybody knows what to 
expect from each other…and I 
think it will show in the long run.”

dth file photo
Forward Harrison Barnes goes up for a dunk in a game against Wake Forest on Feb. 15. Barnes went 7-for-20 and scored 17 points in the matchup.

And Wake Forest isn’t intimidat-
ed by the hype surrounding UNC.

“I don’t care if we’re playing 
against the Miami Heat or any-
body,” McKie said. “We’re going to 
compete and try to win as many 
games as possible.” 

Although Barnes is not LeBron 
James and Marshall is not Dwyane 
Wade, the Demon Deacons will 
likely have to play one of their best 
games to beat UNC.  

Wake Forest will be without 
last year’s starting small forward, 
Ari Stewart, and its second-
leading scorer from a year ago, 
J.T. Terrell, who both transferred 
to the University of Southern 
California.

Despite his team’s imperfec-
tions, Bzdelik is convinced that 
the Demon Deacons will be an 
improved squad.

“I love this group,” Bzdelik said. 
“They’re giving me, and they’re 
giving each other most impor-
tantly, everything they’ve got.”

On January 31, the Tar Heels 
will see how much better they 
really are.

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

dth file photo
Forward John Henson drives to the basket as Wake Forest’s Travis McKie 
attempts to block a shot. Henson finished the game with 13 rebounds.

“Last year we weren’t a 
together team... Now, 
everybody knows what 
to expect.” 
Travis McKie,
Wake forest forward
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Boston College
RECORD ‘10-’11 

21-13 
ACC RECORD 

9-7 
HEAD COACH 

Steve Donahue
STADIUM 

Conte Forum 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 

 Matt Humphrey 
 Dennis Clifford 

 K.C. Caudill

Eagles face tall task 
with young team  
By David Adler

Staff Writer

North Carolina and Boston 
College, the Tar Heels’ first ACC 
opponent this season, look like 
polar opposite squads coming 
into the 2011-12 season.

The Tar Heels are one of the 
early favorites to win the national 
championship and were predicted 
to win the ACC in the 2011 pre-
season media poll.

Boston College is picked to fin-
ish last.

UNC could have had three play-
ers picked in the 2011 NBA draft, 
but instead all three decided to 
stay in school.

Reggie Jackson, the Eagles’ 
best player a year ago, left Boston 
College and came out for the draft 
a year early.

North Carolina’s rotation is 
based around a stable core of 
returning talent. The Tar Heels 
also have five incoming recruits, 
but none are likely to be start-
ers, at least not early on in the 
season.

The Eagles have nine freshmen 
on their roster, and they are all 
fighting for playing time.

“It makes things a lot more 
interesting,” freshman Dennis 
Clifford said. “In practice every-
thing is a lot more competitive, 
everything is pretty much up for 
grabs. Guys are really compet-

ing more than a normal team 
would.”

Clifford, a 7-foot center, said 
the competition is healthy.

“When guys are getting after 
each other trying to get a position 
and minutes, it really makes you 
work hard every play,” Clifford said. 

But freshman guard Patrick 
Heckmann sounded less certain 
about the chemistry of a young 
team just starting to play together.

“We’ve been focusing on getting 
to know each other,” Heckmann 
said. “We’ve been playing a lot to 
get used to the system and get used 
to the guys, know what everyone 
can do, at least get to a level where 
we know each other.”

Coach Steve Donahue said 
that even with all the newcomers, 
Boston College simply doesn’t 
have the recruiting clout that 
helps schools with bigger bas-
ketball programs land top-notch 
talent.

“I can’t bang heads. We’re not 
going to win those (recruiting) 
wars,” Donahue said. “I’m going to 
try to find the best players we can 
legitimately get in recruiting.”

Of course, preseason predic-
tions don’t necessarily mean 
much, and the Eagles might turn 
out better than they seem on 
paper. But when they come to 
Chapel Hill on Jan. 7, they will 
likely be heavy underdogs.

The game could be the first real 

test for Boston College, most of 
whose non-conference opponents 
are New England schools not 
known for their basketball teams. 
The Tar Heels, on the other hand, 
will already have played contend-
ers Michigan State, Wisconsin, 
Kentucky and Texas.

“The hard part is, we’re going to 
have failures,” Donahue said. “We’re 
going to have moments where these 
kids are going to realize that this is 
a very high level of basketball and 
they are going to be way younger, 
way less experienced.”

Contact the Sports Editor
 at sports@dailytarheel.com.

Georgia Tech looks to 
rebuild under Gregory

By Ryan Davis
Staff Writer

There’s no doubt that Georgia 
Tech is a team in transition.

The team’s best scorer, rebound-
er and passer, Iman Shumpert, left 
the team for the NBA.

Its head coach for the past 
decade, Paul Hewitt, was fired after 
suffering his third losing season 
in four years — and it won’t play 
any true home games this season 
because Alexander Memorial 
Coliseum is being traded in for the 
under-construction McCamish 
Pavilion.

Although Georgia Tech is 
undergoing a much-needed over-
haul of its basketball program, 
new head coach Brian Gregory 
is saying all the right things thus 
far. At ACC Operation Basketball, 
Gregory talked about balancing 
his hopes for this year’s team with 
laying the groundwork for future 
success.

“We better have a team that 
plays their tail off and our guys have 
done a great job of embracing that,” 
Gregory said. “They’ve done every-
thing that I could ask of them up to 
this point. You want to have success 
with that this year but you want to 
lay the foundation as this program 
advances.”

For Gregory’s Georgia Tech 
team to be successful they’ll have 
to buy into the scrappy, no-non-
sense style of basketball he’s been 
preaching.

“Our offense is based on five guys 
sharing the ball, working as one, 
creating easy plays for each other,” 
Gregory said. “Defensively, five guys 
are covering the ball. Five guys are 
rebounding.  Everything’s based on 
five guys working as one.”

Fans have been largely disap-
pointed with the team’s play in 
recent years, and Gregory’s high-
pressure defense and up-tempo 
offense may be just the cure the 
Yellow Jackets need.

Junior guard Glen Rice Jr. 
appears primed for a breakout 
season and should be “the man” on 
this Yellow Jackets squad. Rice led 
the team in 3-point shooting and 
was second, behind Shumpert, in 
points, rebounds, assists and steals.

 “He worked really hard this 
offseason to get where he should 
be,” point guard Mfon Udofia said. 
“I feel like Glen Rice is a big part of 
our team, is probably going to be 
our leading scorer. He likes to get 
after it on the offensive and defen-
sive ends of the floor.”

Apart from Rice, Georgia Tech 
returns Udofia, center Daniel 
Miller and guard Jason Morris, 

dth file photo
Point guard Kendall Marshall makes a quick step in Alexander Memorial Coliseum during last year’s 78-58 loss.

Georgia Tech
RECORD ‘10-’11 

13-18 
ACC RECORD 

5-11 
HEAD COACH 
Brian Gregory 

STADIUM 
Gwinett Center/Philips Arena 

PLAYERS TO WATCH 
 Glen Rice Jr. 
 Mfon Udofia 
 Jason Morris

each of whom averaged 18 minutes 
or more per game last season. After 
that though, there’s a lot of uncer-
tainty up and down the Jackets’ 
roster.

Gregory has inherited a guard-
laden team full of sophomores and 
juniors. His team boasts only two 
seniors — guards Nick Foreman 
and Derek Craig — and one fresh-
man, four-star forward recruit 
Julian Royal.

Contact the Sports Editor 
at sports@dailytarheel.com.
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Florida State
RECORD ‘10-’11 

23-11 
ACC RECORD 

11-5 
HEAD COACH 

Leonard Hamilton 
STADIUM 

Donald L. Tucker Center 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 

 Ian Miller 
 Bernard James 
 Michael Snaer

Seminoles aim to reach uncharted highs
By Brooke Pryor

Staff Writer

A heartbreaking overtime loss 
is one thing. But when the loss 
comes in the NCAA tournament 
with the game-winner drop-
ping through the net as hopes to 
advance expires, the loss isn’t just 
heartbreaking. 

It’s gut-wrenching.
Last year, Florida State’s season 

ended at the hands of Cinderella 
team Virginia Commonwealth in 
the Sweet Sixteen.

“It’s just been kind of haunting 
in the offseason,” senior Bernard 
James said. “That’s been a huge 
motivation. I think about that 
game every day.”

With the help of players like 
first-round NBA draft pick Chris 
Singleton and point guard Derwin 
Kitchen, Florida State compiled a 
23-11 record last season, finishing 
third in the final ACC standings. 

Though replacing Singleton 
and Kitchen will be no easy feat, 
the squad returns three starters, 
including James, sophomore Okaro 

White and junior Michael Snaer.
Poised to fill the gap left on the 

court by Singleton, James is per-
haps more prepared than most to 
take on the tall task.

His journey to Florida State 
is unconventional, as he served 
six years in the United States 
Air Force after high school fol-
lowed by playing two seasons at 
Tallahassee Community College.

“I had known people who had 
dropped out, and I saw what they 
were doing with their lives and 
I didn’t want to take that path,” 
James said. “I felt like the military 
was really my last chance to sal-
vage everything and get back on 
track. So when I got the opportu-
nity, I jumped on it.”

Florida State is not lacking in 
veteran talent. In addition to the 
nine returning juniors and seniors 
on the roster, Florida State also 
welcomes graduate student Jeff 
Peterson.

Peterson is a product of pro-
grams at both the University 
of Iowa and the University of 
Arkansas, making him the first 

student-athlete to play basketball 
in the ACC, Big Ten and SEC. 
With only one year of eligibility, 
the transfer is expected to make a 
big impact in the point guard role.

The Seminoles also enter this 
season looking to lead the country 
with the lowest defensive field goal 
percentage for a record-tying third 
consecutive season.

And while defense hasn’t been 
a problem for the Seminoles, 
coach Leonard Hamilton said that 
the team’s defensive strength has 
allowed time for its offense to grow. 

“We have not been tremen-
dously skilled offensively, so we’ve 
got a reputation of only concern-
ing ourselves with the defense,” 
Hamilton said. “We’re fortunate 
we have a system that works on the 
defensive end while we’re develop-
ing out skills on the offensive end.”

Being selected third in the pre-
season is only a jumping off point. 
For the Seminoles, their end goal 
is to reach a level uncharted by 
basketball players wearing garnet 
and gold. 

“Coach really wants us to focus 

on the game-by-game,” James 
said. “Because that’s the only way 
you get to the end, to the Final 
Four, is to take every game like 
it’s your last game and you have 
to win it.”

Contact the Sports Editor 
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

dth file photo
Junior guard Dexter Strickland drives to the paint during last season’s 
89-69 win against Florida State on Feb. 6. FSU will return three starters.
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BARNES
back for more

By Mark Thompson
Senior Writer

The scene was like something from 
Hoosiers. It’s not a perfect comparison, but 
it will do.

Harrison Barnes filled the role of Jimmy 
Chitwood, not because he took a while to 
start playing, although that isn’t too big of 
a stretch. More than anything, Barnes, like 
Chitwood, was simply the best player on the 
floor that game.

And it wasn’t even close.
The scene? North Carolina’s 92-87 over-

time win against Clemson in the ACC tour-
nament last season, when Barnes put to bed 
his inconsistent freshmen season with his 
largest scoring outburst.

“I saw it coming in practice, it just didn’t 
transfer over in games as quickly as he 
wanted it to or as quickly as me and the rest 
of the coaches and his teammates wanted,” 
UNC men’s basketball coach Roy Williams 
said. 

“He’s an extremely focused young man. 
I really believe he’s prepared himself in the 
spring and summer to have a great, great 
year.”

In that game, Barnes didn’t shoot 
much more than he had in other contests 
that year. The difference was he finished 
12-for-17 from the field, 6-for-8 from the 
three point line, and made 10-of-11 free 
throws. 

He just shot better.
And for Barnes to continue that success 

and reach the goals that North Carolina has, 
he knows he’s going to have to turn in more 
games just like that.

“Hopefully we don’t see that guy,” Barnes 
said, addressing his spotty shooting last sea-
son. “He missed a lot of shots.”

That was especially true at the start of the 
season when Barnes struggled most.

“Last year was kind of the curtain was 
down and you were just supposed to walk 
out there and be Elvis,” Barnes said.

But if eveyone could do it, then Elvis 
wouldn’t be the Kind of Rock and Roll.

During Barnes’ final 10 games of the 
season, the 6-foot-8 wingman averaged 
21.5 points per game, shot 46.5 percent 
from the floor and 38.7 percent from long 
range.

Those who spent time with him over the 
summer expect that to carry over.

“I think we’ll see a lot more efficient 
Harrison Barnes,” UNC point guard Kendall 
Marshall said. “He’s learned not to use as 

many dribbles, as much energy, trying 
to create a shot, and as well as a more 
aggressive Harrison.”

But it’s easy to forget amid the 
preseason rankings and hype that 
this team could have easily looked dif-
ferent had Barnes and other players not 
returned for this season.

Barnes was a projected lottery pick 
and maybe a top five pick in the 2011 
NBA draft, while teammates John 
Henson and Tyler Zeller could 
have easily gone in the first 
round.

Barnes, who announced that 
he would be returning for his 
sophomore season on April 
18, was the last to make his 
decision.

“It says a lot about the 
young man, and what 
he was looking for in 
his college education,” 
Williams said. “It says a 
lot about his teammates 
and that he really enjoyed 
college basketball.

“Every team that I’ve ever had 
this discussion with, I told them ‘Do what 
you want to do.’ Tyler Hansbrough kept 
coming back because he wanted to do 
that.”

There are a lot of similarities between 
Hansbrough’s 2009 NCAA championship 
team and this year’s squad.

Both Tar Heel teams fell short the previ-
ous year in the later stages of the NCAA 
tournament. Barnes said the team didn’t 
really realize how close it was last year 
until after it lost in the Elite Eight to 
Kentucky.

“Just kind of sitting there for a while 
thinking, ‘Wow look how far we went, how 
close we were.’ It killed you for a while,” he 
said.

With its entire starting lineup returning, 
UNC is ranked the No. 1 team this pre-
season, just like the 2009 team started its 
season on top of the nation.

But perhaps no comparison is more 
intriguing than the one between Barnes 
and Hansbrough. They’re two very different 
players. One was psycho, the other psycho-
analytic.

At their core, however, the two are very 
similar.

Hansbrough saw the game one way. 
“It was, ‘Give me the ball, I’m putting it in 

that basket,” Williams said.
Barnes isn’t so different.
“The boy scores the ball,” Williams said. 

“That’s the biggest talent that he has.”

Contact the Sports Editor
 at sports@dailytarheel.com.

dth file photo

“Last year was kind of, the curtain was down and you were just supposed to 
walk out there and be Elvis.”
Harrison Barnes, North Carolina forward

Harrison Barnes will try to turn a 
strong ending to last season into 

a trip to the 2012 Final Four.

dth file photo

dth file photo

dth file/laureN MCCay

We’ll keep on �ghting ‘til the end. 

SOURCE: HTTP://WWW.UNC.EDU DTH/MEG WRATHER

2005 2009 2011

Number of 
ranked 

opponents on 
schedule

7 6 3 
(preseason ranked)

Preseason 
ranking 4 1 1

Season result

National 
championship

 75-70 
against Illinois 

in St. Louis

National 
championship 

89-72 
against Michigan 

State in Detroit

???

Number of 
returning 
starters

5
(Ellington, Lawson, 

Thompson, Hansborough, 
Ginyard)

5
(Marshall, Barnes, 
Zeller, Strickland, 

Henson)

5
(Felton, McCants, 

May, Scott, 
Williams)



Basketball 2011-12Friday, November 4, 2011 The Daily Tar Heel10

Hurricanes adjust to new coaching style
By Henry Gargan

Staff Writer

North Carolina hasn’t forgotten 
its last encounter with Miami.

A buzzer-beating Tyler Zeller 
layup was all that prevented an 
early UNC exit from the ACC tour-
nament at the hands of a team that 
has perennially occupied the con-
ference’s bottom tier. 

This season, though, Miami 
returns with a new coach, last sea-
son’s leading scorers and a fresh 
attitude.

Yet the Miami basketball pro-
gram still remains under the radar. 

The fans that flock to see the 
Hurricanes compete on the grid-
iron have always been largely 
absent from the school’s basketball 
arena. Last season, the average 
home game attracted slightly more 
than half the bodies required to fill 
the school’s 8,000 arena.

To make matters worse, allega-
tions have surfaced that former 
coach Frank Haith knew about a 
$10,000 donation from a booster 
to help recruit DeQuan Jones. 

Haith left the Hurricanes last 
spring after the team’s NIT quarter-
final loss to Alabama to coach at the 
University of Missouri. His seven 
seasons at Miami included just one 
trip to the NCAA tournament and a 
middling 43-69 record in the ACC. 

Now, former George Mason 
coach Jim Larranaga leads Miami, 
having proven himself capable of 
leading a small-time program to 
big-time success. Under Larranaga, 
George Mason earned five NCAA 
berths and one trip to the Final 
Four in 2006.

“Coach Larranaga is the leader,” 
junior guard Durand Scott said. “If 
you follow the leader, how can you 
go wrong if he’s been where you 
want to go?”

Following the leader, especially 
for Scott, will mean a greater focus 
on discipline. Larranaga described 
an interaction in which he demand-
ed that Scott ride the exercise bike 
to remind him to come prepared 
for practice. Scott was incredulous.

“It’s not about the big things, 
it’s about doing all the little things 
well,” Larranaga said. “If we pay 
special attention to all the little 
details, we’ll be successful. If we 
ignore all the little things, we’ll 
never get to the big things.” 

Top rebounder Reggie Johnson’s 
recovering meniscus has sidelined 
him until mid-season, but Malcolm 
Grant, Miami’s top returning scor-
er, said he believes that his team’s 
backcourt will make a definite 
impact despite his absence.

“At times, you’re probably going 

Miami
RECORD ‘10-’11 

21-15 
ACC RECORD 

6-10 
HEAD COACH 
Jim Larranaga 

STADIUM 
Bank United Center 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 

 Malcolm Grant 
 Durand Scott 

 Reggie Johnson

to see four guards out there until 
Reggie Johnson comes back,” Grant 
said. “But we’re going to be a team 
that’s hard nosed on defense, put 
a lot of pressure on the opposing 
team and trying to cause a lot of 
turnovers.”

UNC found itself at the other 
end of this tactic last season, as 
Miami forced 20 UNC turnovers in 
the ACC Tournament matchup. 

As team leaders, Grant and Scott 
will attempt to continue to find 
ways to do the little things right as 
Miami enters the Larranaga era.

“This is my last year,” Grant said. 

dth file photo
Reggie Bullock missed most of the 
2010-11 season with a knee injury. 
Prior to the injury, Bullock made at 
least two 3-pointers in 10 games.

“I told the guys, ‘Look. I’m getting 
on you hard because I get on myself 
hard. I’m my hardest critic, and I 
dedicate myself to this game of bas-
ketball. So If I’m getting on you, it’s 
not personal. I just want to win.’”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

“If you follow the 
leader, how can you 
go wrong if he’s been 
where you want to go?”
Durand Scott,
Miami guard 
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By Jonathan LaMantia
Staff Writer

Despite the loss of last year’s 
leading scorers Malcolm Delaney 
and Jeff Allen, Virginia Tech junior 
point guard Erick Green expects 
better basketball from the Hokies, 
the kind that can propel Virginia 
Tech to its first NCAA tournament 
since 2007.

In three of the last four seasons, 
the Hokies have reached 20 wins 
only to be denied admission to the 
Big Dance.

Virginia Tech enters the 2011 
season ranked sixth in the ACC, 
two spots below where they fin-
ished 2010, but with two starters 
back and the nation’s 13th best 
recruiting class, Green thinks the 
Hokies have as strong a shot as 
ever to make it to the postseason.

“People say without Jeff and 
Malcolm we’re not going to be as 
good of a team,”  Green said. “I 
think honestly we’ll be better. We 
won’t rely on one or two people to 
score the ball.”

Forty-six percent of the Hokies’ 
scoring came from Delaney and 
Allen last season.

Freshman Dorian Finney-Smith 
is the most highly touted newcomer 
for the Hokies. He was ranked 
eighth among all small forwards in 
the recruiting class of 2011.

Rounding out the recruit-
ing class is point guard Marquis 
Rankin, power forward C.J. 
Barksdale and shooting guard 
Robert Brown, who all played 
alongside UNC freshman P.J. 
Hairston at Hargrave Military 
Academy.

While injuries have plagued the 
Hokies over the past few seasons, 
the Hokies will benefit from the 
leadership of medical-redshirt 
senior Dorenzo Hudson after foot 
surgery sidelined him for most of 
last season.

Hudson holds himself respon-
sible for pushing younger players 
on every play because he has seen 
the slim margins by which Virginia 
Tech has missed the NCAA tourna-
ment before.

“(Coach Seth Greenberg) wants 
you to play as hard as you can every 
possession,” Hudson said. “We need 
to try to instill in the young guys 
because the game could come down 
to the last shot or the last rebound.

Redshirt sophomore Cadarian 
Raines is coming off a season-
ending injury as well, but Hudson 
thinks that Raines may be the low-
post player the Hokies need.

“We need somebody to be a pres-
ence in the paint, to block shots and 
step up and take charges, and he 
could be that,” Hudson said.

The Hokies will also rely upon 
the experience of senior forward 
Victor Davila, who has more 
career starts than any player in 
the ACC, to fill the statistical void 
left by Allen, the ACC’s third-best 
rebounder last season.

“He can’t play like he did against 
Duke one night, and then become 
Houdini the next night and disap-
pear,” Greenberg said.

Without a doubt Green will be 
the leader of this team as it shuffles 
lineups throughout the season to 
find the right mix of youth and 
experience on the court.

Last season, Green surprised 
the field as the ACC’s most statisti-
cally-improved player, but without 
Delaney to distract opponents, 
Greenberg expects more of a bur-
den to fall on Green.

“Erick Green is going from basi-
cally being Robin to being Batman,” 
Greenberg said. “He’s going to draw 
the opponent’s best defender now - 
that’s a new role.”

Contact the Sports Editor
 at sports@dailytarheel.com.

dth file photo
Junior guard Dexter Strickland jumps for the basket in North Carolina’s 
game against Long Beach State. He had 13 points in the 96-91 victory.

Healthy Scott to lead Cavaliers
By Matt Cox

Staff Writer

Virginia had not been picked 
to finish fourth or better in the 
ACC since the 2001-2002 season, 
when the conference had nine 
teams.

 But this year, the No. 4 
Cavaliers are pleased with where 
they sit.

“We know it’s going to be a 
struggle and a battle, but the league 
is definitely open for anybody,” 
senior guard Sammy Zeglinski said. 
“We have a lot of experience. We 
know what to expect.”

The Cavaliers will play UNC 
twice during a two-week span 
on Feb. 11 and 25. The Tar Heels 
won the teams’ only meeting last 
year in Charlottesville 62-56 after 
trailing by 11 in the second half.

UNC didn’t make a field goal 
for almost nine minutes, spanning 
from the final minutes of the first 
half to five minutes into the second.

Virginia suffered similar shoot-
ing woes and scored only 19 points 
in the second half. K.T. Harrell led 
the Cavaliers with 13 points.

Virginia’s senior forward Mike 
Scott, who missed the UNC game 
last season after suffering an ankle 
injury in December, tied Duke’s 
Seth Curry for fifth for the 2011-
2012 Preseason All-ACC team.

Scott averaged a double-double 
and was the Cavaliers’ leading 
scorer in the 2011-12 campaign 
before he missed the rest of the 
season due to injury.

The NCAA granted Scott a med-
ical redshirt that will allow him to 
play this season. Scott said he lost 
20 pounds in the offseason to pre-
pare for the 2011-12 campaign.

“He’s definitely shown what he 
can do early on and just having 
his work ethic come back in the 
game kind of feeds on the rest of 
the team,” Zeglinski said.

“His knowledge of the game and 
his talent will definitely boost us.”

Along with the return of Scott, 
Virginia returns four starters in 
Zeglinski, Joe Harris, Jontel Evans 
and Assane Sene. The Cavaliers 

Virginia Tech 
hopes for 

NCAA return

will welcome the arrival of fresh-
men Malcolm Brogdon, Paul 
Jesperson and Darion Atkins.

Virginia has improved since 
head coach Tony Bennett was 
hired in 2009. The Cavaliers fin-
ished 4-12 in the ACC in Bennett’s 
first season but were 7-9 last year.

“We’ll never probably be on 
equal or better footing with some 
teams in our league, but that’s 
OK,” Bennett said. “It’s so much 
about having enough talent and 
then pulling it all together and 
playing collectively.”

The Cavaliers were a potential 
NCAA tournament team until a 
loss to Miami in the ACC tourna-
ment last year. Virginia led by 10 
with less than a minute left in the 
second half but lost in overtime. 

“I see a team that definitely has 
the potential to make the tourna-
ment,” Zeglinski said. “At the same 
time, we have a lot of work to do.”

Scott and teammate Evans 
promised to grow out their hair 
until Virginia reaches the NCAA 
tournament.

“If our hair is a distraction, then 
we have more problems,” Scott said. 
“I really don’t focus on the ACC 
tournament or NCAA tournament. 
I just worry about the process.” 

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

dth file/lauren mccay
John Henson runs to the basket in UNC’s 62-56 win against the Cavaliers 
at the John Paul Jones Arena last season. Henson finished with 8 points.
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RECORD ‘10-’11 

16-15 
ACC RECORD 

7-9 
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John Paul Jones Arena 
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 Mike Scott 

 Sammy Zeglinski 
 Joe Harris

Virginia Tech
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 Erick Green 
 Dorenzo Hudson 

 Victor Davila
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By Chris Moore
Staff Writer

After winning 22 games last sea-
son in coach Brad Brownell’s first 
year, Clemson has found an identity 
it hopes to extend this season.

The Tigers led the ACC last 
season in scoring defense, allow-
ing just 61.4 points per game. 
With three returning starters 
and a crop of defensive-minded 
freshmen, Clemson looks to post 
similar numbers in this year’s 
campaign.

“Last year we held guys to 
something like 61 points, so hell, 
why not try to beat that,” senior 
guard Andre Young said.

Clemson is predicted to finish 
seventh in the ACC in its 100th 
season of basketball. 

But after losing their two lead-
ing scorers, the Tigers will need to 
be a force defensively to make its 
fifth straight NCAA tournament.

Young, who posted 11.1 points 
per game in 2010-11, is the only 
returner who averaged double fig-
ures last season.

“We were in games last year 
because of how we played defen-
sively,” senior Tanner Smith said. 
“We’re not one of those teams in 
this league with a bunch of fire-
power.”

Young and Smith make up what 
will be an experienced backcourt.

Smith averaged just 7.8 points 
a game last year but is one of the 
team’s top defenders, while Young 
shot 39.6 percent from three-point 
range and is seventh all-time in 
Clemson history in three-pointers.

“Andre is playing at a high 
level,” Brownell said. “He handles 
the ball better, he shoots the ball 
incredibly well … Andre truly 
loves (the game), that’s how a guy 
who’s five-foot-nine has been a 
very good player at this level.”

Tigers focus on 
defensive skill

dth file photo
Forward John Henson makes a move to the baseline against Clemson’s 
Devin Booker. Booker will anchor the Tigers up front with Bryan Narcisse. 

New leader of the Pack  

dth file photo
Marshall drives through contact from Javier Gonzales. Lorenzo Brown will replace Gonzales as point guard.

By Jonathan LaRowe
Staff Writer

A new era has dawned for the 
North Carolina State basketball 
program, and with it comes new 
expectations for a fan base that is 
desperate for something to cheer 
about.

N.C. State fans are hoping that 
a fresh face will be the cure for a 
basketball program whose once 
proud history seems like a distant 
memory.

That fresh face belongs to 
former Alabama coach Mark 
Gottfried. Gottfried coached 
the Crimson Tide for 10 years 
before resigning in the middle 
of the 2009 season. Gottfried 
led Alabama to a 210-132 record 
during his tenure and made 
five straight NCAA tournament 
appearances, including an Elite 
Eight appearance in 2004.

Gottfried acknowledges that 
many Wolfpack supporters might 
have given up on previous head 
coach Sidney Lowe, but he is 
ready to move on.

“I know that a lot of people 
have probably lost faith in the 
program, that’s why there was a 
coaching change,” Gottfried said. 
“But it’s our turn now and we 
gotta do the job.”

Gottfried’s job was made a 
lot easier when McDonald’s All-
American C.J. Leslie decided to 
return for his sophomore season. 
After averaging 11 points and 
seven rebounds a game for the 
Wolfpack last season, Leslie will 
look to build on a promising 
freshman campaign that ended 
with a place on the ACC All-
Rookie team.

“(Leslie) is a terrific athlete — 
speed, jumping ability, quickness,” 
Gottfried said. “We just have to 
keep coaching him every day 
because he has great potential.”

While Leslie may be the most 
talented player on the Wolfpack’s 
roster, he is not the most valu-
able, according to Gottfried. That 
distinction belongs to sophomore 
point guard Lorenzo Brown.

Because of the sudden departure 
of Ryan Harrow, who transferred 
to Kentucky, Brown will handle 
the full-time point guard duties. As 
a starter last year, Brown led the 
team in assists, but he did so as the 
team’s shooting guard.

Brown was initially recruited 
to play shooting guard, but he will 
have to adapt to his new role fast 
for the Wolpack to succeed.

“Last year I was kind of a 
shooting guard or whatever; I 
really wasn’t comfortable at that 
position,” Brown said. “I’m going 
to be the main point guard this 
year and I’m excited.”

Aside from Leslie and Brown, 
the only other returning starter 
for the Wolfpack is junior guard 
Scott Wood. Wood started every 
game his first two seasons and 
was the team’s leading 3-point 
shooter last season. He said that 
one major difference between the 
two coaches is the fast pace at 
which Gottfried wants his players 
to operate.

“The one focus is go 110 miles 
per hour but at the same time stay 
in control,” Wood said. “It starts 
on the defensive end. Once we get 

Bryan Narcisse, Milton 
Jennings and Devin Booker com-
pose a frontcourt that lacks expe-
rience but has plenty of talent.

Jennings arrived at Clemson as 
one of the program’s highest-rated 
recruits of all time. After strug-
gling his freshman season, he 
showed flashes of All-ACC caliber 
potential last year.

In total, Clemson returns just 
six players and will lean heavily 
on a six-man freshman class.

“Going into an ACC arena and 
all those things … my team this 
year is going to be wide-eyed,” 
Brownell said.

But the freshmen face an addi-
tional task — playing in a system 
that prioritizes defense.

“It’s a lot to throw at them, but 
they have a good attitude about it,” 
Young said. “I think that is some 
of my responsibility to really pull 
those guys in, being on the court 
and being able to help those guys 
and get them in the right spots.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

that stop, we’re going to be look-
ing to get out on the break.”

Any time a new coach is intro-
duced to a struggling program, 
optimism will be at its highest. 
For Gottfried and the Wolfpack, 
there is new hope that a return to 
prominence is on the horizon. 

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

N.C. State
RECORD ‘10-’11 

15-16 
ACC RECORD 

5-11 
HEAD COACH 
Mark Gottfried 

STADIUM 
RBC Center 

PLAYERS TO WATCH 
 Lorenzo Brown 

 C.J. Leslie 
 Scott Wood

Clemson
RECORD ‘10-’11 

22-12 
ACC RECORD 

9-7 
HEAD COACH 
Brad Brownell 

STADIUM 
Littlejohn Coliseum 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 

 Andre Young 
 Tanner Smith 

 Milton Jennings

 FREE DINNER! FREE DINNER!

 Limit one coupon per table, not to be 
 combined with any other coupon, 

 discount or special. Valid at Chapel Hill 
 location only. Expires 11/23/11

 159 1  2   E. Franklin Street • Chapel Hill • 967-5048

 bandidoscafe.com

 Purchase any dinner and 2 
 beverages at the regular price and 

 get a second dinner of equal or 
 lesser value FREE (max $6.95).

 750 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
 Chapel Hill, NC
 (919) 967-3663

 Open 7:30 am to 8 pm
 Seven days a week

 Come have breakfast, 
 lunch or dinner with your 

 Foster family!

 25 BEERS ON TAP

 17 WINES BY THE GLASS

 HOME OF THE FAMOUS 
 BRIXX SALAD

 Complimentary 
 appetizer with
 dinner for two

 Expires 12/31/10

 PARK & RIDE TO THE GAME

 Mon-Sat 11 am   t o  1 am   •   SundayS  11 am   t o  11 pm

 www.brixxpizza.com

 919.929.1942

 all domestic microbrews 
 only $1.95

 mondays

 Sundays

 Chapel hill’s best brick oven pizza

 OPEN LATE NIGHT TIL 1 AM

 (ACROSS FROM THE FRIDAY CENTER)

 COMPLIMENTARY
 APPETIZER  WITH

 DINNER  FOR  TWO
 Not valid with other offers. 

 Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/11

 501 Meadowmont Village Cir.

 ALL bottles of wine
 1 / 2  price

 2-for-1 pizzas after 10 pm
 7 Days a Week

 2711-B Hillsborough Road
 Durham, NC
 919.286.3442

 www.beckerautonc.com

 Your Choice for Integrity, Honesty,
 and Experience since 1990

 Bring this ad for a 10% Discount
 with a UNC ID!

 408933.



Basketball 2011-12 Friday, November 4, 2011The Daily Tar Heel 13

By Zach Hamilton
Staff Writer

Duke enters this season ranked 
No.6 even after losing more than 
half of last year’s offensive pro-
duction. 

In order to maintain that top 
10 ranking, the Blue Devils will 
have to integrate some players 
into new roles.

Even as Duke coach Mike 
Krzyzewski approaches the 
record-breaking 903rd win, he 
faces the tough task of replacing 
Kyrie Irving, Nolan Smith and 
Kyle Singler.

“I think it’s an incredibly inter-
esting year, and I still believe we 
can be very good,” Krzyzewski 

said. “We want to hopefully be 
able, be worthy enough to com-
pete for a national championship, 
but we’ve got a longer road to go 
to get there.”

That longer road includes the 
process of breaking in two new 
starters who will have to replace 
the departed Singler, the fourth 
all-time leading scorer in Duke 
history, and Smith, ACC player 
of the year and a consensus first 
team All-American in 2011.

As part of the reloading effort, 
Krzyzewski recruited highly tout-
ed high school point guard Austin 
Rivers to replace Smith, who led 
the team in assists last season 
with 189. Rivers, son of NBA coach 
Doc Rivers, has already impressed 

his teammates with his commit-
ment to improving his game.

“Austin works really hard. 
That’s a great trait that he has,” 
returning starting forward Ryan 
Kelly said. “We believe that by 
the time games start rolling in, 
he’s going to be a huge part of our 
team.”

Duke isn’t ranked sixth nation-
ally for nothing. 

Starters Kelly, Seth Curry and 
Mason Plumlee and bench players 
Andre Dawkins, Josh Hairston 
and Miles Plumlee are all return-
ing this season.

Curry and Dawkins will look to 
continue the Duke offensive tradi-
tion of shooting well from 3-point 
land. The duo co-led the Blue 

Devils last season with 64 made 
3-pointers. Additionally, Curry 
and Dawkins finished second and 
third on the team, respectively, 
in 3-point percentage last season 
behind Irving.

Another new addition to the 
Blue Devils is the third Plumlee 
brother, Marshall, who adds anoth-
er 6-foot-11 body to Duke’s depth.

“It’s a lot of fun, especially off 
the court because I get to hang 
out with my little brother again,” 
Miles Plumlee said. “I think it just 
feels like home now.”

Kelly posted a strong showing 
during Duke’s summer preseason 
tour of China. Kelly scored 20 
points in two of three games 
against the Chinese Olympic 

Team and recorded a double-
double in the other game.

“I approached this summer as 
needing to get better every day 
to put myself in a position to be 
ready on that first day of practice 
to be a good player,” Kelly said.

Krzyzewski said specific player 
roles will continue to develop as 
the season gets underway. 

“We have to maintain some 
flexibility in what we’re doing 
offensively,” Krzyzewski said. “We 
have enough talent. Now, will they 
believe in their talent? Will they 
develop their talent sufficiently to 
try to achieve those goals?” 

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

Duke looks to make up for lost talent
dth/lauren mccay

Kendall Marshall, Harrison Barnes (upper right) and Leslie McDonald (lower right) were all key players in North Carolina’s win against Duke on March 5. Marshall led the team with 11 assists and racked up 15 points in the game. 

dth/lauren mccay

dth/lauren mccay
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New coach Turgeon has big shoes to fill
By James Pike

Staff Writer

Change has swept through 
Maryland during the offseason, 
and the Terrapins will need to 
adapt in order to be successful in 
the ACC.

New head coach Mark Turgeon 
is ready to facilitate that transi-
tion.

Gary Williams, who led the 
team to a national championship 
in 2002 and an ACC Tournament 
title in 2004, retired in May after 
coaching the Terrapins for 22 
years. 

Replacing Williams as head 
coach is former Texas A&M head 
coach Turgeon — who inherits a 
team that went 7-9 in conference 
play last season and 19-14 overall.

On the court, senior guard 
Sean Mosley will likely lead the 
team and head up the frontcourt’s 
efforts to fill the void left by for-
mer Terrapin forward Jordan 
Williams. 

Williams, who averaged 32 
minutes and 16.9 points for the 
team last season, left Maryland 
early and was drafted in the sec-
ond round of the NBA Draft. 

Turgeon thinks that Mosley is 
ready to accept his new role. 

“He’s got a chance to be one 
of the best I’ve been around,” he 
said. “He’s got great leadership 
skills. He’s a great kid. He’s a great 
role model. He’s been through 

it all since he’s been here, and I 
think he respects coaching.”

Sophomores Terrell Stoglin and 
Pe’Shon Howard will likely join 
Mosley in the starting five. 

Mosley is pleased with his 
teammates’ performance and 
particularly excited to see how the 
guards will play. 

“Our guard play is great,” he 
said. “Having somebody like 
Terrell, he’s quick. He knows 
how to finish the basketball. And 
coach Turgeon is looking forward 
to him and seeing the great things 
that he can do.”

While the Terrapins have the 
guards to compete in the ACC, 
there are still questions at center. 

Dutch senior Berend Weijs is 
relatively inexperienced, but he 
can use his 6-foot-10 frame to 
block shots and grab rebounds. 
Weijs is joined in the frontcourt 
by Ukrainian freshman Alex 
Len. 

The 7-foot-1 shot-blocker 
started for the Ukrainian national 
team at the 2010 Under-18 
European Championships, and 
has the ability to match up well 
against the likes of John Henson 
and Tyler Zeller. 

The Terrapins will likely start 
three guards in their lineup, and 
the team will rely heavily on Weijs 
and Len to cover the interior and 
grab rebounds. How far Maryland 

goes this season will be deter-
mined by how quickly the front-
court can adjust to ACC play.

Turgeon acknowledges that he 
has a difficult challenge ahead of 
him but believes that his team has 
the ability to improve. 

“How quickly we can turn it 
around in such a great league? 
It’s going to be tough,” he said. 
“It’s a league that has a lot of 
young coaches that have a year 
or two head start on me ... 
Hopefully in a short time we can 
be a top team in the league and 
in the country.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

dth/wilson herlong
John Henson, a junior, averaged 11.7 points, 10.1 rebounds and 3.2 
blocks per game during the 2010-2011 season. He led the ACC in blocks.

dth/wilson herlong
Senior guard Justin Watts has played in more games than any current Tar 
Heel player. He has scored 124 points during his North Carolina career.
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 Great Gift Baskets!

 229 S. Elliott
 Chapel Hill, NC 27514
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 freshbakedbread.com

 Tue-Fri 7am-6pm •  Sat 7am-4pm

 Learn more at www.robertsonscholars.org, or contact Abbey Greenberg Onn, 
 greenbergonn@robertsonscholars.org

 ATTENTION FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

 Did you know you can apply to 
 become a Robertson Scholar?

 The Robertson Scholars Program invites 
 you to an open information session to 

 learn more about this opportunity!

 November 7 th  6-7PM Manning 209 
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 •Discuss the benefits and expectations of the program
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 WWW .T AR H EEL R ENTALS . COM
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V
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 Monday
 16 oz. Margarita, (Rocks Lime only) $1.99

 Tuesday
 Mexican Beer Bottles $1.99
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 Wednesday & Thursday
 DRAFT BEER
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 Imported  32 oz. $3.75
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 Friday
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 This special is not valid with other coupons 
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 Patio Dining • All ABC Permits

 10% OFF with UNC ID

 1502 East Franklin St
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 Best Mexican Experience in Chapel Hill

 919.537.8264
 1112 Environ Way,  Chapel Hill, NC 27517
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 Located on bus route S.

 Hours:
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 Sun 12-5 PM
 www.shophadleyemerson.com
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Basketball 2011-12 Friday, November 4, 2011The Daily Tar Heel 15

Bullock’s return will boost guard play
By Kelly Parsons

Sports Editor

During the North Carolina 
men’s basketball team’s exhibi-
tion win against UNC-Pembroke 
on Oct. 28, sophomore guard 
Reggie Bullock and four freshmen 
sparked a 14-0 run to help the 
trailing Tar Heels get back in the 
game. 

With 10 points in 22 minutes 
against the Braves, a polished 
Bullock looked at home on the 
Dean Smith Center court. 

But his return to the game that 
night marked not just the begin-
ning of UNC’s next campaign, but 
also the end of an agonizing road 
to normalcy. 

On Feb. 27, the No. 19 North 
Carolina men’s basketball team 
walked out of Smith Center with 
an 87-76 win against conference 
foe Maryland and a five-game 
winning streak.

But on that night, the Tar Heels 
lost something far more important. 

Bullock tore the lateral menis-
cus in his left knee against the 

dth file/Wilson herlong
Sophomore guard Reggie Bullock makes contact as he drives for the bas-
ket. Bullock was sixth on the team in scoring last season before his injury.

Terrapins, and sat out for the rest 
of the season after reconstructive 
surgery.

But even before that game, 
Bullock struggled with pain in his 
knee.

“Everything was painful about 
it,” Bullock said. “I basically lost 
confidence in my leg, like trusting 

it-wise. I knew it was time for me to 
shut it down, so I just shut it down.”

Coach Roy Williams said the 
trainers were conservative with 
Bullock, easing him back into 
workouts slowly after he recov-
ered from surgery.

But now that his faithful 
reserve is back in action and ready 

to contribute, Williams is looking 
forward to seeing what Bullock 
can do this season.

“He went through the two con-
ditioning tests, and did well in 
both of those, so I’m expecting big 
things,” Williams said. “I expect 
him to make a higher percentage 
of those shots, and play better 
defense, and do some more things 
with the ball.”

Bullock, the 2010 AP Player 
of the Year in North Carolina 
and McDonald’s All-American, 
averaged 6.1 points per game last 
season and was second in scoring 
from the bench.

But this year, teammate 
Kendall Marshall is expecting a 
whole lot more.

“Reggie kind of reminds me 
of Dwayne Wade,” Marshall said. 
“Dwayne Wade got hurt, people 
forgot all about him. People for-
got how good he really is. I think 
that’s one thing people are forget-
ting about Reggie. 

“He’s very talented. He’s very 
long, he can really shoot the 
ball...I think you’ll see a smarter, 

a lot faster, more athletic Reggie 
Bullock this year.”

Bullock said he feels back to 
normal and is excited to show how 
he’s improved in the offseason.

The sophomore guard knows 
he’ll likely be counted on for more 
this season. But after persever-
ing through the roadblocks he’s 

already faced, Bullock’s not bat-
ting an eye at the pressure.

“I know my role will be a lot 
bigger this year,” Bullock said. 
“I’m just ready to step up to the 
challenge.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.
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 Medical Day Spa of Chapel Hill effectively combines 
 a serious approach to skin and body care with a 
 welcoming and luxurious environment focused on 
 exceptional customer service. It’s a perfect marriage 
 that appeals to both men and women seeking goal-
 oriented procedures while enjoying the powerful 
 benefits of relaxation and stress reduction.

 We provide a range of treatments 
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 •  manicures & pedicures
 •  laser hair removal
 •  facials
 •  massage
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 •  Botox & fillers
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