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Many folks consider 
catbrier a thorny pest, 
an impenetrable natural 
barbed-wire fencing. Per-
haps smilax was the in-
spiration for barbed wire. 
In response to those 
who find it a menace, I 
suggest simply stepping 
around it, acknowledg-
ing that smilax tangles 
provide shelter for many 
wild critters. And the 
berries, brilliant-red on 
two species and dark 
blue-black on the others, 
provide nourishment for 
birds and other wildlife. 

For us humans, ten-
der shoots, tendrils and 
leaves of catbriers eaten 
raw are treats, according 
to ethnobotanist James 
Duke. Peterson’s Edible 
Wild Plants offers several 
recipes for tasty prepa-

rations of tender plant 
parts.

Some catbriers are 
deciduous and others 
are evergreen. In parts 
of the South, evergreen 
catbriers are grown for 
shade on arbors and 
used for holiday green-
ery, like magnolia and 
holly. I have a black-ber-
ried, evergreen catbrier 
still decorating my back 
entrance.

Catbriers have a rich 
medicinal herb heritage. 
Leaves and roots were 
used for teas and poul-
tices and even the thorns 
were valued as a type of 
acupuncture.

I always leave some 
naturally occurring smilax 
vines to grow freely 
along my back deck and 
yard trellises. Tiny green-
ish-yellow, lily-like flow-
ers invite a closer look in 
mid-spring. The leathery 

round and heart-shaped 
leaves are attractive as 
the vines reach upward 
and outward in all direc-
tions. Some catbriers 
are not thorny and are 
attractive in flower ar-
rangements.

So there you have it; 
with thorns, or with-
out, catbriers are vines 
of value and beauty to 
behold.

Catbriers often have a few red or burgundy cold season leaves.      
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A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer
Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi scan 
to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. Because 
every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

919-929-5658

in downtown Carrboro since 1982

Who needs GPS when 
you have WSR?

Looking for an agent who knows their way around?
We’ll help you navigate the real estate process.

WeaverStreetRealty.com 

Support 
your local 
advertiser.

1101 Dawson Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 • www.doggiespa.com
phone: 919.932.4738     fax: 919.932.4736

Redefining the Entire Boarding Experience.®

Black-berried, evergreen smilax 
makes long-lasting decoration. 
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W
hat with Carrboro’s centennial coming up next year, it’s high time to 
document our town’s rich and diverse visual history in a single volume. 
To that end, local photographer Dave Otto and historian Richard Elling-
ton have set out to create such a groundbreaking book. Otto explains: 
“Although Carrboro was incorporated in 1911, the land and people who 

inhabit what is now Carrboro go back to the mid-1700s. Descendents of many of the Colonial 
settlers (Barbees, Lloyds, Strayhorns, Hogans and Morgans) still live here. Moreover, little 
has yet been written about blacks who have lived and worked in Carrboro for centuries.” 
So Otto and Ellington are looking for old Carrboro photos of historical interest for inclu-
sion in their visual history book. Here’s an example of one of their finds – this photograph 
of Carrboro’s first post office (on Main Street, approximately across from the present Jade 
Palace restaurant) came to Ellington from local historian the late Mack Watts, who collected 
old Carrboro photos (and labeled them meticulously with his manual typewriter). Folks with 
old Carrboro photos are encouraged to contact The Citizen (jock@email.unc.edu) or Dave 
and Richard at davidaotto@earthlink.net and Richard_ellington@unc.edu

Come on people! Our attics and closets are full of treasures. Don’t let them fade away.

Carrboro’s first post office, 1911

Eco Green CleanEco Green Clean
Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669

Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669
New Clients Get 25% Off - Call For Details

Community Realty proudly presents

Veridia…
Carrboro’s Newest 
Green Community
Designed by Giles Blunden

Solar, sustainable, convenient and affordable
2-3 bedroom homes under $300K

CommunityRealtyNC.com

Community Realty
Real Estate with a Real Purpose

205 W. Weaver St. 
919-932-1990

Reserve Your New Solar Home Now for Only $2500!

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

Mobile Home 
For Rent

WHY PAY MORE? Quiet 
park, 2BR/2BA. Minutes from town/ 
campus. Call 929-2864. 

Homes for 
Sale

Arcadia Co-Housing 
custom home For Sale 
by original owner. 3 bedrooms, 2 
full bathrooms, 1804 sf, $399K. See 
www.arcadiacohousing.org for pho-
tos and details. (919) 932-5910 

chapel hill rancher 
sits atop a knoll in the Highland 
Woods n’hood. Full basement, gaze-
bo, wired shed. An amazing screened 
porch w/ vaulted ceiling overlooks 
the wooded hillside. Imported tile in 
kitchen & half-bath, hammered cop-
per vessel sink & an antique oak 
mantle are a few of the unique fea-
tures in this home. $429,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

Cutest, Perfect Lit-
tle Cottage in town! Pine 
floors, darling kitchen, open floor-
plan, and a tucked-away bedroom. 
Upstairs, you’ll discover the surprise 
bonus room using the cool narrow 
stairway. Large secluded lot. Close-
in and only $189,000. Weaver Street 
Realty 929-5658 

live simply in this 50’s bun-
galow complete with well water for 
gardening. Two blocks from down-
town, walk everywhere, grow your 
own on the large lot & enjoy a small 
footprint. Full basement for bikes, 
kayaks. Live simply, simply move in. 
$250,000 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

RESERVE YOUR NEW 
SOLAR HOME Veridia So-
lar Community: brand new homes 
in Carrboro with net zero energy 
costs for under $300,000. $2500 
will reserve yours now! Call 919-
923-1058. Bronwyn Merritt, Com-
munity Realty. 

Steps From Bolin 
Creek trailhead. Cobblestone 
4 bedroom traditional w/wood floors, 
dentil molding, eat-in kitchen & for-
mal dining room. Wrap-around porch, 
large shed for storage, mature land-
scaping. $313,500 Weaver Street 
Realty 929-5658 

Condos for 
Sale

LAKEFRONT CONDO 
$79,900 Quiet living on Cedar 
lake. Unit completely renovated near 
15-501 PNR 923-3295 

Office Space 
for Lease/

Sale
office or retail 

space
204 W. Main St., ground 
floor. 700 sq. ft. $1200/ 
month. Peck & Artisans 
368-6912.

Open office coop space 
available in downtown Carrboro. 
Peck and Artisans Building, 204 
W. Main St. Great light, hardwood 
floors. Easy walk from anywhere 
in old Carrboro. Artists, writers, 
designers and small businesses 
are your office mates. $ 270.00/ 
month 933-8485 

Wanted to 
Rent or Buy

Exchange HOUSES in 
carrboro? We’re downsiz-
ing! Need more house? Maybe we 
could buy each others.’ Ours: 2900sf 
4BR 3.5bath, MIL unit, attic. Subdv 
w/ pool, McD Elm Yours: McD Mdl, 
3br2bth. HappyFamilyNC@gmail.
com 

Help Wanted
SUMMER DAY CAMP 
STAFF - Carrboro Kinderventures & 
Enrichment Camps. (Director, Su-
pervisors, Counselors, and Inclusion 
Specialist). Pay rates: $9.80 ñ 12.80/
hr depending on position. 20-40 hrs/
wk depending on camp, camp ses-
sion, and position. Experience work-
ing with youth and/or children with 
special needs, valid driver’s license 
and FA/CPR cert. preferred. Must 
have strong people, organizational 
and planning skills. Must be avail-
able June 7 ñ Aug 6. Open until filled. 
For more info, call 918-7364. For an 
application, contact HR, 301 W. Main 
St., Carrboro, NC 27510, 918-7320 
or visit our website at www.townof-
carrboro.org. EOE. 

NICHE GARDENS Full-
time retail position at nationally 
known nursery/grower. Weekends 
required. Also: full and part-time 
outdoor nursery work including re-
tail sales, propagation and main-
tenance, shipping. Individuality 
and creativity a plus. Nursery or 
horticultural experience preferred. 
Email resumes to mail@nichegar-
dens.com or call 919-967-0078. 

Home 
Improvement

Michael edwards 
building & grading serving 
area for 25 years, additions, rooms, 
kitchens, bathrooms, custom decks 
& porches, we cover all your home 
improvments roofing, painting, gut-
ters, grading, hauling bobcat work 
call for your free estimate 933-5458 

Services
Wholistic facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) & 
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician. 
Offering facials featuring lymph 
stimulation, aromatherapeutic 
compresses, decollete massage 
and treatments designed for spe-
cific skin conditions. Very heal-
ing and relaxing. Gift Certificates 
available. Contact: 919-933-4748 
or www.divinerose.com 

Yoga Instructor 
needed Carrboro Recreation 
and Parks Department is looking for 
a Yoga instructor to teach classes to 
beginner and intermediate students. 
Classes are on Tuesday evenings 
from 6-7pm (beginners) and 7:15-
8:30pm (intermediates). Competitive 
pay for experienced, qualified in-
structors. Call 918-7372 for details. 

Classes/
Instruction

Couples 
Massage 

Workshop
Learn How To Share Plea-
surable Massage at Home. 
February 6, Carrboro.
PleasureMechanics.com

Lost and 
Found

Missing Cat white with or-
ange and black markings, on Mon 
Jan 25 from Murdock Rd, Flint Ridge 
section of Hillsborough, very shy, 
probably hiding, Please call 919 609-
9274 

MILL

Classifieds
Work!


