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big sweetgums; in contrast 
to the sourwoods, you’ll find 
them reaching straight up 
high into the canopy and ex-
hibiting a lighter, grayish bark 
that’s not nearly as deeply 
grooved as the sourwood’s.

The barks of some trees 
are so steadfastly true and 
distinctive that one can al-
most always recognize those 
trees. Both white oak and 
shagbark hickory are readily 
identified by their distinctive 
peeling or scaling bark. It’s 
easy to distinguish between 
the two. 

The grayish bark of the 
oak peels or sloughs away 

from the tree horizontally. 
In contrast, the bark of the 
shagbark hickory peels off in 
thin vertical strips, with the 
lower and upper ends pulled 
away as though the center 
were glued to the trunk. 
Though it may take some 
thoughtful observation to 
discern this, the difference is 
really evident when you find 
the two in proximity. (Com-
pare in photo.) 

Shagbark hickory is not 
as common as white oak, 
but can be spotted beside 
oaks along some trails in our 
area. If you’re observant, 
you’ll find the two trees side 
by side at the Mason Farm 
Biological Reserve and along 
Trail 11 in Duke Forest’s 

Durham Division.
The beauty and interest-

ing characteristics of some 
plants are more noticeable 
now than at any other time. 
One can look across forest 
contours and admire giant 
tree stems that are obscured 
in the overwhelming green-
ery of summer. 

The snow-white up-
per trunks and limbs of 
sycamores along streams and 
rivers are one of winter’s 
most beautiful and easily 
recognizable features. Now 
is the perfect time to enjoy 
outdoor explorations and 
meet new tree friends.

Email Ken Moore 
at f lora@carrborocitizen.
com.

A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer
Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi 
scan to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. 
Because every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

E
very child who ever romped on the old stone walls on campus should thank this man. 
When I photographed 80-year-old James Blacknell Jr. in 1984, he’d been laying rock at 
UNC for 66 years. “Yeah, there ain’t too many (stones) around the university campus 
that I didn’t have something to do with.” As he was laying more Chatham gray granite 
at a home in New Hope, the master rock mason reflected on how it all started: “My 

daddy was in charge of the grounds up on campus, and they couldn’t find no mason anywhere. I 
wasn’t quite 15 at the time…. My daddy give me a liddlebiddy ol’ pointin’ trowel, and I just went 
to doin’ it.”  To borrow a phrase: Now let us praise famous men.
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Shagbark hickory bark peels away as vertical 
strips.                       Photo by Ken Moore

Bark of white oak peels away from the side.

Photo by Ken Moore

Rock mason James Blacknell Jr., 1984

WATER WATCH Our reservoirs are 65.80% full

PRECIP this month: .21”     past 12 months: 37.75”

CUSTOMER DEMAND  MON: 7.163 million gallons / Monthly avg: 6.82 million gallons  

Estimated Supply:  344 days worth

Studies have shown that weight-loss surgeries can lead to better health, which in turn leads to a higher quality of life and increased 

lifespan. Please call us to enroll in one of our easily accessible weekly information and learning sessions where members of UNC 

Health Care’s team—one of the nation’s leading bariatric groups—will provide details on the options for weight-loss surgery and the 

benefits of UNC’s highly personalized approach. Our weight loss clinics are now conveniently located at UNC Hospitals in Chapel 

Hill and near SouthPoint Mall in Durham.

WEIGHT-LOSS SUrGEry ISN’T jUST 

abOUT THE POUNDS yOU LOSE,

IT’S abOUT THE LIfE yOU GaIN.

Call to learn about our weekly 
information sessions held at convenient 

locations and times: (919) 966-8436

www.uncweightlosssurgery.org

Designated as a

Center for Bariatric Surgery
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Shredding
Up to 10 lbs. $1.50/lb

Over 10 lbs. $1.00/lb


