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County mental health merger will increase services

By Chelsey Dulaney
Staff Writer

A merger between two mental
health care management entities
could bring more quality health
services to county residents.

Judy Truitt, director of the OPC
Area Program that serves Orange,
Person and Chatham counties,
said the program began seeking a
partner after the N.C. Department
of Health and Human Services
began requiring smaller programs
to merge on April 1.

Truitt said OPC, which man-
ages publicly funded mental
health, developmental disability
and substance abuse services, has
decided to merge with Piedmont
Behavioral Healthcare, which
serves Cabarrus, Union, Davidson,
Stanly and Rowan counties.

OPC and other local manage-
ment entities that don’t fit the
new regulations were given until
May 20 to find a partner before
the state intervened.

Truitt said her group moved
forward in negotiations with PBH

because PBH is the only group in
N.C. that uses the Medicaid waiver.

“We've been looking at PBH
and how they run the waiver, and
we've been very impressed00 with
what we’ve seen,” Truitt said.

All programs will be required
to use Medicaid waivers by
January 2013.

PBH spokeswoman Deanna
Campbell said although her pro-
gram meets the state’s minimum
service population of 300,000
required by July 2012, the group
looks forward to the merger.

“We could have continued by
ourselves, but we didn’t really
want to,” Campbell said. “We
wanted to partner with other
entities and teach them how to do
(the waiver) the way we do it

Campbell said using the waiver
allows her organization to control
its provider network by enforcing
more stringent rules.

“(The waiver) allows us to
ensure that consumers get the
right amount of service, for the
right amount of time with the
right provider,” she said.

Campbell said the merger will
allow the programs to provide a
greater variety of services to resi-
dents in a cost-efficient manner.

“In today’s society we really
have very limited dollars,” she
said. “When you have lots of little
offices with duplicative adminis-
trative positions, you have money
that could be used for services.”

Bernadette Pelissier, chair-
woman of the Orange County
Board of Commissioners, said
some residents are concerned the
merger could cut services.

But Pelissier said she does not
believe this will be the case.

“You’'ll have everything under
one roof ,” she said. “You can real-
ly look at the spectrum of services
and make sure it’s the right kind
of services that are right for the
residents.”

The board will vote on the
merger, which could be completed
by mid-2012 if approved, at its
May 17 meeting,.

Contact the City Editor
at city @dailytarheel.com.
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“We have become a part of
UNC just as much as it’s become a
part of us,” Deane said.

In his closing remarks, Thorp
said that, while the class is head-
ing in different directions, its
members share a common bond
— the University.

“No matter where you go in the
huge world you are changing, you
are a Tar Heel,” he said.

As thousands of students end

their undergraduate careers, the
University expects them to be
entering a stronger job market
than the previous two classes.

Tim Stiles, associate director of
University Career Services, said
UNC has seen an increase in the
number of employers at career
fairs, holding interviews and post-
ing jobs.

“That was definitely a posi-
tive of this year’s class versus last
year’s,” he said.

Stiles said the University is
also emphasizing to students
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the importance of flexibility and
networking when looking for
jobs.

“Part of that is simply we've
got to help them approach people
about their job searches,” he said.

Stiles added that he thinks
the number of students entering
graduate school will decrease this
year, as opposed to the past two
years.

Regardless of the routes the
class of 2011 takes after gradua-
tion, Thorp said students can still
consider the University a welcom-
ing place.

“You can come home again —
and again and again and again,”

he said.

Contact the University Editor
at university @dailytarheel.com.
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The environmental prob-
lems that have been worked
out — from global warming to
resource depletion to species
extinction and ecosystem destruc-
tion — they are real. And they’re
all documented. It’s curious that
people remain skeptical. There’s
sort of a state of denial in which
they really would prefer to think
that they can hold off making
any big decision about it into the
future or just ignore it or deny it
and life will go on. It’s not going
to be like that. Right now there
are two small island nations in the
Pacific that are beginning to evac-
uate and have their people move
to New Zealand as the sea rises.
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You know, when all else fails,
people turn to reason.

DTH: You did grow up in the
South — Alabama — and your
passion for biology was somewhat
borne out of your natural sur-
roundings. Do you miss what life
was like in the South?

Yes. I've been in New
England for 60 years — at
Harvard. New England is the
price I paid in order to go to a
great university. But my heart
is still in the South. In fact, I've
written one novel that is centered
around my hometown of Mobile,
Alabama. And I've just finished
(writing) a history of Mobile. So
yes, I've remained a southerner.

DTH: And in other interviews,
you've described adventures that
you've had in pursuit of ant spe-
cies. Having grown up in the last
20 years or so, I've experienced the
impression that there are no new
oceans or new frontiers to conquer
or to explore in the natural world.
How do you counter that?

I point out that we only
know 10 percent of the species
that actually exist on the planet.
And each one of those species can
be looked at as a kind of frontier.
No, this is a little-explored planet

that we live on. It’s out there wait-
ing to be explored, particularly at
the biological level.

DTH: You co-authored an article
last year in Nature, a scientific jour-
nal, that pointed out the limitations
of the kin selection theory, which
has served as grounding for socio-
biology since its beginning. Can you
briefly summarize your view on this
and the disagreement from other
scientists that has arisen?

Not only was kin selection
theory stumbling in its appli-
cation and how much sense it
really seemed to make, but it also
turned out that the foundations
were unsound. So that’s essential-
ly what our Nature article stated,
and we proposed a much more
straightforward theory called
multilevel selection theory, which
is somewhat of a return to tradi-
tional population genetics.

None of the responses (that
have been made) have yet chal-
lenged the main critique that we
presented. I have complete confi-
dence that we are correct on this
and that the genetic theory that
we have provided will be one that
stands scrutiny in the future.

Contact the University Editor
at university @dailytarheel.com.

100

ARTHUR
Fri & Sat: 7:10,9:30 Sun & Mon: 7:10 Tue-Thu: 7:10,9:30

BATTLE: LOS ANGELES
Fri: 7:00,9:20 Sat: 4:40, 7:00, 9:20
Sun: 4:40, 7:00 Mon: 7:00 Tue-Thu: 7:00, 9:20

| AM NUMBER FOUR
Sat; 250, 4:50
Sun: 4:50

The Varsity Theatre
123 E. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill » 967-8665

www.varsityonfranklin.com

NES

" SALE

NOW THRU MAY 17

Tilia Malbec

Biltmore Wines

Saint Hilaire Brut

University Mall | Chapel Hill, NC

Available in our Chapel Hill Store only. Not available by phone or online. Not valid on previous purchases.
Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. While supplies last. Now thru May 17, 2011.

FREE WINE TASTING EVERYDAY 3-7prm

Quinta do Cabriz Red (90pts WS)

Veuve ClicquotYellow Label Brut

Primaterra Pinot Grigio

Charvin Chateauneuf du Pape 2008 (90pts RP)

Sterling Three Palms Merlot
Giesen Sauvignon Blanc
Andean Sky Cabernet Sauvignon
Trefethen Chardonnay
Montelliana Prosecco

Pedrotefio Airén Blanco

Belle Glos Meiomi Pinot Noir

St. Damien Gigondas Les Souteyrades (97pts RP)
Annalisa Moscato

Stag’s Leap Artemis Cabernet Sauvignon (94pts WE)
SantolaVinho Verde

Leese-Fitch Pinot Noir

Taittinger Brut La Francaise (91pts WE)
La Maialina Chianti

Ridge Lytton Springs Zinfandel (93pts RP)
Kunde Cabernet Sauvignon

Mont Marcal Cava Reserva

‘1:‘ Locally Owned Marketplace

witieris \eason.

Since 1975

| 919-929-7133

W Ebii i

Chelsea™ =z

TIRAES CeCROI0E

503 phurs K- 09

EVERY THIMO: MLUST €20
7 1OR, e, ", ST SN 20, 4005

I A BEETTEHR SWOrE1.1
210, SAT-5UMN 4:30
CFF LolHES AND MEN
G050, SAT-50UM 1:50
WIN WM
0,925, SAT-50UM 2:10, 440
THECHELSEATHEATER. COM
*MO D o'clock shias, SUMIAYS

6.99
7.99
39.99
9.99
37.99
6.99
27.99
10.99
4.99
19.99
9.99
4.99
16.99
33.99
9.99
44.99
6.99
11.99
9.99
35.99
9.99
27.99
13.99
10.99

| Open 10-7, Fri ‘til 9



