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Transc:iptio:i Session on History of the Integration Situation In Nerth Carolina,
Saturday, September 3, 1950, Governor's QOiffice, State Capitol, Raleigh
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Honorable Thomas J, Pearsall, Chairman of
tha North Carolina School Advisory Committae, -
Rocky Mount _

Paul A, Johnston, Director of Administration, 3
Chapel Hill

Robert B, Giles, Administrative Azsistant to
the Governor, Raleigh : .

Z. L. Rankin, Jr., former Private Secretary
to the Governor, Raleigh
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Rankin: Governor, I think we may start out hers by going back to the day, May 17,

1954, when the Supreme Court decision on school intsgration was handed ;iown. As

1 remember the date,. it was just another day in tha life of ths Govarnor's office, We
had a full calendar that day, with appointments every fifteen minutss. OCnse of the
preas services, Ican't recall whether it was AP or UP, callad and read me a bullatin
from the telatype. It just said that the U. 5. Suprems Court had handed down this
decision, and then in a matter of about twenty minutes the wirs sarvice had a briaf
synopsis of the dacision. Cf course, as scon as I recsived tha bulletin, I broke in on
tha Governor's appointment -~ I don't remem];er whe ha was talking with at the tima --
and showed him the bulletin. Then latar, as soen az the synopsis was available, ths
wire servicce brought it over and I took it in immediately., This was Governoxr
Umstead's firat notification that this was coming down. The presss immediately
wantad to know whether or not he would have comment, what he was going to do, and
what he was going to say. And, Mr: Umstead, in typical lawyer fashion, and very
deliberate fashion, ; s;id, ¥ Tall therm that I will have to study. this, X want to v':era.d

tha full opinion and have some conaulfsatian beiore I comment ~- in othar words, I
will defer comment at this time." And, I zse by ths boek, hia appointmant book,

that he saw Judge Barmhill at 5:00 p,m. that day, IfI remé.mber correctly, ha asked
Judge Barnhill first as to the significance of thia decision and what irreally meant,
Of course, the Judge didn't know any more about it than what he had rsad on the news
wire, So, from there it stood for two or three days, Xe met with a group of people,
I don't know whether Tom Pearsall was in that first group or not, but he had Frank
Taylor, Judge Barnbill, and two or three others to discuas this problem at great
length and then two or three days later, perhaps even a wesk, he relsassad his

statement in which he expressed his dismay and concern over ths dacision and the
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threat it made to our public schoola, but stated that North Carolina waas a lawiful

State and would accept the decision as valid until it was overturned,

Gowvarnor: The statament waz carried in the newspaper as of that date.

Rankin: Well, it's in his letter book also, so that's availabla, Then irom this point,
Tom Pearsall, you rmight pick up where you wers brought into the §ituation and tha
appointment of your commitiaa,

Daazrsall: At that time I was sarving for the Governor on the Milk Commission,
appointed as the lawyer to sort of try to hold things in the middlas of the road. How
public is this going to be?

Covarnor: All of it,

Rankin: Well, I would say this, let's tell everything we know. This will ba edited by
us for accuracy. In other words, this is rs=ally for whatever historical use, with
proper controls over them on rslease of course, but let's tell as much a3 we can now abo-ut
this topic,

P2arsall: Anyway, I waa asked by Governor Umstead to gat oif the Milk Commission
which he had asked me to serva on, and he said he wanted me to go oﬁ this new
committea, Itold him I would be glad to, A few days after that he called mae back
and wanted me to serve a3 chairman of the committee. And I told him I would have
to give thoght to that, So I ca.nito Raleigh, conferred with him, the Attorney General
add ona or two others, and agreed to se.rve as chairman of the committee, Then he
began to compose it., He had it about completed at that time. As you recall, h§
wanted to represent a cross~-section of the political life of ths State as well aa the
educational and industrial life, He had farm representatives as you recall. Itis a

mattar of record as to who they are, So you don't need to put that in here, My
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recollection is that action was taken in July, We have to confirm that, but I think

that is corract, And we had our firat mesting with him at ths Mansion juat as you

had the first meeting of your group, Governor I-;-Iodgas, at the Manasion. Now I have

to refresh my memory, Ed, from my notea as to when we had our first public meeting.
It is a matter of newspaper racord as to when we had our first meeting which was in’
the Educational Building, in tha Board room over thars,

Johnston: Could you tell us what took plae.:eln this first meeting in the Mansion?

Rankin: What did Governor Umstead say that he wantad you to da?

Governor: How directly did your committee go to work on it? How many meestings

did you havs, etc, ?

Pearsall: You will have to let me dig out those details. I don't recall now. He gave

us very general instructions. He had the Chief Justics there, I think, at the time.

A3 a side remark, I would like to tell you that svery Justics of the Supreme Court took
the position that we ought just almost ignore the whole situation == ju;it shouidn't have
any traffic with the U. S. Supr%me Court, but that was eapecially significant when we
resclved the first question. ‘I racall distinctly that the first job that the committse had
to do was to- advise with the Governor on whether or not we should accept the Courct's
invitation for North Carolina to participats, amicus curiae, in the further schaduled
hearing. I appointed a committes and the committes met with tha Governor all day.
The committaa was composed of Judge Varser, Colonel Willlam T, Joyner, Fred
Helms, President, State 3ar Aasociaticn.

Governor; All the n:;ommittee is on hare,

Pearsall: The Attorney General was there and we were unable io agree, Itold you
that stof‘;. Paul, which I think -- don't ‘know whether or not we ought to call any

names =-- but it is interesting because it just shows you just how far we had to come.
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Tha committee was very much divided on whether or not we should accept the Court's
invitation and aitar a whele day's session we wers unable {0 agree and we %zad o
renort to the Governor.

Rankin: What invitation ars you speaking about?

Paarsall: Iam speaking about the Court's invitation in its May 1354 decision for

cpinions for any or all sther partiss who were interssted o rmake themselves

voluntarily parties to the proceeding ~- in order to argue befors ths Couzrt the question

as to how the decree should be implemanted. Harry McMullan, along with all the

octnsr oificial legal folks, »mluding avery membper of the Supreme Court, {ook the

position that we ought not touch it. They sald the Supreme Court's decision was a

diabolical acheme. I won't quots who it was, but a man who gquite reversed himaself

later, said it was a diabolical scheme to trap the State of North Caroclina into making

itself a party to the suit and then bound by the final judgment. And we pointad out |

that the line of cases was very clear, that we would not be bound by the judgment and

- the retort was, well, the Court has changed its mmd in the Plsssey vs Fs*guscn case
nd it might change its mind in this case. Ithink somewhere we cught to mention the

part that this publication, which is the report of the Institute of Government, played

in the whole procseding.

Rankin: Let mea tell you this about the background of ths report. As I recall one of

the fizst things Governor Umstead did was to call Albert Coates and say, '"Tell us all

you know about the school situation as it now exista. Dig intoif. " And Mzr. Coatas

did.

Pearsall: Thia was one of the first things the Governor did. Hs talked to us. He said,

" et's get a study made of where we are.' So he asked Mz. Albert Coates to get
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somebody on his staff to méke a study, and at this point, James Paul was assigned
tha joh. :
Johnston: I had been with the Institute only a little whils when this came up. Jim
Paul was a fine young man, a graduate of the Univezsif:y oi Pennsylvania, a very brilliant
student who had racaently jqined the staif of the Instituie after an assignment of two .
years! duration a3 a law clerk to Chief Justice Vinson. So he had been an intimate
part of the Court's private discussions. Is helped write the decision on this case,
And, 1 am quita confident that Jim's intarprstation oif that decision, when it first came
down, was what the Court at that time meant, but it was diffarent from tha way it
finally came out and Jim prepared a rough drait on his study of the laws that might be appl
cable in this case angl, at the time ha finished his book, what other States wers doing
to try to meet it, He had never writtan a large publication before and it was rathar
disorganized. Although the substanee was thars and Mr, Coates took mea oif what I
had been doing, which was working with Mr, William Rodman’s Reorganization
Commission, and asked me to taks Jim's drait, reorganize it, work with him and
gat it into publishable form. So Ihad an opportunity to spend many hours with Jim
at that stage, and Jim and I ... one of tha biggest arguments we had, or I wouldn't
say argumeants, but one of the key points of discussions, was whether or not you
could set up separata schools and let peopla go to them voluntarily -- maintain white
schools oxr colored schools and just say to tha studenta, well, you can go to either
one you want. Jim's feeling was that the Court would hold that unconstitutional
because of the subtle pressaure of culture and society in the Southern Statas to make
the Nagroes go to Megro schools and white go to white, He f2lt very strongly that

that ia what would happen, But, of course, he was going by what he thought the
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Ccurt meant and hadn't finally gome into it. I remembex that Jim was very concearned
with the argun"xents that wers going on within the Pearsall Commitise a’oout'whether they
should fila a brief and Jim and myself both thought very strongly that they ought to file
one, because we couldn't see any legal authority whatsocever for the notion that the

Stats of North Carolina would {ind itself axy more ''bound” by Lling a brief as Amicus
Curias. Wall, anyway, that iz when I first heard Beverly Lake's name and Jim was
vary distressed with Beverly Lake.

Govarnor: Hadn't he been selected to represent...

Johnston: Well, ha wasiworking with Harry McMullan.

Ran’kin: Looking back at the calsndar, I just noticed this om May 25, Messrs. McMullan,
Barphill, Carrcll, Lake, Moody and Love met with Covernor Umstead. ILaks was a
ey member of Attorney General McMullan's staff and M». McMullan relied on him.
Mz, McMnllan had suifsred a heaxt attack and was not weill,

Governor: Laks was handling educational matters and other fhingso

Jonnston: Jim Paul was particularly distrsssed about the insertion of 3 jury trial on
=aview irom a school board decision. He though that would really knock the props

out from under the whola thing by putting in a raquirement for a jury trial. Very
franikly, Ithought so tco. Ithought it was a mistake, but 3:‘.2;1 Paul blamed Lake mosily
o> that.

Covernor: Ycu thought 8o as a practical legal matter.

Johnsten: Yes. As a legal matter now, and after having worksd with Jim Paul on this,
When I came in with Governor Hodges in December of 1954, I recall the first time I
aver saw Tom Pearsall, I was sitting over in the cormer of the {ront office and Tom
waa running back and forth from telephone to desk trying to have a conference with

Covernor Hodges and Beverly Lake, and everything else, in anticipation of the
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1955 Lagislature, trying to get the report ready. And that was the first time 1-evaer
saw him and the first time I ever met him,

Governor: Well, Paul, this Institute Reporxt is rather ramarkablas,

Johnston: Excellent piece of wozk, 3

Covernor: It contains historical data that was factual and yoﬁ had all the altsrnatives

that they could think about at ths time that thay might use,

Rankin: It also clearly showed that the mafter oé distribution of Negro population
from zero to seventy per cent. I might sidblight on this rspoxt, which you may havs
forgottan, Govsernoy, but back, I think thias was in 1953, you wers supposed to speak
to the Dulca School Law Confersnce and [ was supposed ta drait the speech, Cnse night,
1 was about 48 hours away irom the deadline and it was about 10:30 by thea tims I got
down to it. I realized I just didn't have any meat fox this thing. I neadesd somse basic
facts but didn't have them, so Iwas just pacing up and down the office and I hApi:ened
to see the cover of this report in the bockcasa, So I pullad it out and I spent about an
hdu;: ra;ding it,. I1had scanned it before, but ibamx I hadn't r=2ad it carefully., I spent
a;::out an hour and read th; whole thing. It gave me a new understanding of the
complexity of the problem and I went ahead and did the 3peech and it mada a ait, The
report had gottan very little public attention, so all these facis and figurss wers vary
timely and fmpressive, It was certainly nsw matarial to thesa people at tha school
law conferenca.

Johnston: Tha raason the report di&n‘: gat any mors publicity than it did was
deliberate on the part of Mx, Coates, I think. In fac$, if I remembar corracily he
mada a remark to me about this wholejproject -= that the only thing worss than doing
it was not doing it, He had been called on to do it, but it was a cup he had rather

let paaa his lips because ne saw that an exnrassion in this arsa, howszer you cams
L = Y
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put, you were going to be in trouble and in a tearriiic area of coniroversy, Well,

he was most successful in a.voidi;:g controversy. That is the virtue of the 'documsnt -
that it's objectiva,

Pearsall; Now I think its main virtues so farasIam concerned, in addition to being
objectiva, was that it gave us some guideline as to what we couldn't do, It didn't

tell us what we could do. That eveolved, But wa had all sorts of cock and buil

chemes suggestad to us, You know what the private school plan, etc. -- and evexy-

(6]

time you could go back to this document and you could quots the authoritizs on why

it wouldn't work, So that thing gave us guidelines and kept us from geing oif on

tangents and it is an excellent documen t. I had many conferences with Paul Secorstws

Johnaton: I wrots Jim Paul, aftar he l=it and told him this document was being used
&

a graat deal and I didn't believe any faahyy who was not a citizen of this State would

hava made any greater contribution,

Governor: I think that is right.

Pearsall: - The ﬁ:s.t job the committee did waa to study this report. This was /
distributad and wa went right to work on that, and incidentaly, the Winston=-Salan

paper publishesd a digest of it -- a very good analysis of it,

Ciles: Iwould liks to add this comment on the Institute’s pért in the report. I had gone
with the Instituts in Nov}ember of 1953 so}}., too, had not been there very long when

all this came about. As I recall, Paul, when this draft was pretty well along Mr.

Coates passed it out to several in the Institute to go over, and to me tl}& h.andliﬁg

of this was a good case examplea of the way‘Mr. Coates always handied something

very delicately. He dJ.d groan and agonize about it and while he said thers was nothing
worae than doing it except not doing it I think, secretly, he really relished it because

he realized the great significance and great importance of this whole issue and what
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this could do. Now to me, I would attribute to Mr. Coatass the credit for the over-ail
tona of this report in its complete objectivity and in avoiding any slant or m;ggesticn
of favoritism toward the decision. I recall the big trouble with Jim Paul was his
difficulty in wntmg the thing without letting himagelf get info it.

MNow, one other point that I would like just fox the record -- my impressicn,

at the time, was that Mz. Coates was3 very close to Governor Umastead. Ha had his
' complete confidence, not only on this but on many maitars and I think that was very
fortunate at the time that the Governor had a high regard for the Institute and for ths
man heading it to the extent that he would ask him to gointoﬁzis sort of issue, 2o
holds barred, and producs this sort of study.

Pearsall: Well, Iwill give you a practical example of how that confidence paid of.

I refar again now to the first job of our big committee which was to be handlad by

the sub-comrittee. It was authorized to advise the Governor and the Attorney
Ceneral on what we should do about filing a brief and aiter sitting all day and having
a2 comélete division in the committee and unabis to agree, we tol;i the Governor 3o.
Vell, knowing the Governor had coniidence in Coates, I called Coates and $old him to

rnaet me at State Collage in Raleigh. He said, "Il meet you at State College at

five odrlock, ! I went immediataly from the conierence here and met him at five and
told him apovt our dilsmrra and asked him to see the Governox himself and iry to usa

his inﬁuem:a 4o convince the Governor that wa ought io do #t. I ieit that we should file
a brisf. Mr. Helma did. Ilunew the Governor did, but Lake, McMullan and cthers
said don’t have any part of it. Cne of those men said what I told you a moment ago.
He said it was a diabolical scheme tos trap the State of North Carociina and get caught
with the results. I say that just to show you how far we have come. Well, anyway,'

he did talk to Bill Umstead and met
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him at the Mansion.

sarsall: Governoxr Umstaad authorized the Attorney General to file the briaf the

*d

rh

ollowing day and ILake and Harry McMullan reluctantly did so, Now thersis a
history as to why Harry felt so deeply about it. You probably ramember that, The

Law School cass was heard in Richmond on the matter of the admission of the Negro.

Sﬁa'“/a—‘i":/,
I think it was Judge Shower, Hs juat want out of his way to ambarraas Harry

McMullan., It was really uncallad for, I have forgoiten the language axactly, but

it made Harqp'i{i:rerybody so mad/é that Harry just couldn’t think straight about this
whola subject .a.fter that,

Rankin; He was very bitter about it,

Covernor: You really introduced sarliar in this resview a situatiom which stays with
us forever; namely, a public official can let a personal feeling aifect his oifficial
opinion sometimes to the detriment of the Stata,

P=arsall:- O» what i3z best for the State,

Sovernor: Yes, and that is the thing ‘o watch, I will briefly bring you up to date

on my part in the segrsgation situation priocr to going into the Governor's chair in
MNovember 1954, I’n.g;)ay 1954 it happenad that I was a speaker at a Rotary International

ma2eting at Lake Placid, New York, and had planned the following day, or second

- !'4/ .’Jyf.,ﬂ,/v

day, thsresafter to édémth my family to Seattle, Washington., And when this
decision came out, I immediatsly changed my plans and flew back to Ralsigh. . Ons
of the first things I did was to go into 3ee Governor Umstead and to tell him that aa
Chairman of the State Board of Education, I was calling a meeting of the State Board
because I felt we ought to have the official body working on it., Governor Umstead
wa3 friendly, but fairly cool, in connection with it because he said that he was con~

ering appointing a cormmittee and he thought that would handla 1t. I made the

b)

soint with him from the standpeint of the Stata's future intarest that if he did not
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have the State Board aof Education and the State Superintendent of Public Inatzuction
with him in whatever was done he might be in troubla. I think later developments
bora out that statement without any comment from him one way or the other. I

called a meeting of the State Board of Education az'zti we discussed it. I did not spend
too much time on it, but we agreed we shcpld wait, but I asked them to authorize me
to appoint a committee from the State Boaxd of Education to discuss ﬁ:is problem.
They did so. I appointed the committee. You can find it from the minutzs who was on
the Committae from the Stats Board of Tducation and then we reported io Covernox
Umstead that we were going to work with him any way we could. He said he would
have hig committee out befora too long. I think Mr. Pearsall will want to bring us

up tQ date on the meeting of his commitiee because irom my own peint of view and
from the average citizen's peoint of view in MNorth Carolina during that period from the
May decision in 1954 through until about Tecember 20, 1954, during which period
Govarnor Umstead died, and ¥ came In, thers was not toe much publicly known nor
too much said., Thers was, I believe, {Paul, you and I discussed it in the fall} a
feeling on the part of toe many pecple that wimttha U. 5. Supresme Court had said
wa3 sort of "2l right;" that now they were going to give us time for implementation
and they didn't think it was zoing to amount to a gr=at daal and then later aven aftex
the implementation decree in 1955 whay it dida't look so bad. Tom, you might pick up
at that point and then later I can teil you what part we played from the standpoint of
meating with Negroes and cthar groups and getting their reaction, hut you wera closer
to it than anybody during those fail months because I recall you made a Vrepon to my
office in late December 1954.

Johnston: Governor, chronologically we haven't gone past December 1954, by mow.

Covernor: That's »ight,
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Johnston: And I think if Tom would just tallk at random...

Dsaraall: Decsmber 19534 or May 19547

Johnston: Decamber 1954,

Rankin: We are talking about ths last six months of that yeax,

Govsrnor:, After your committese was appointed and then your repert was made to
mea --_2=& I think Decamber 30,

Joknston: If you could just talk at random about the activitias and your proolams

in that first committes from the time you got your assignment statute and the {roubdle
you had with it, your brief filing and all that from your meetings, etec.

Governor: And particularly, Tom, in retrospect, you want to explain the assignment

statute in 1953 General Assembly, for example, How did you arrive at that conclusion
and was that a part of the ultimata meeting of the problem which you were facing.

Dearsall: Well, let ma sea if I can follow it chronologically. Cur first meeting was

2 routine meeting in the Governor's oifice -- one of organization == which he kad not
prior to that time named me as chairman. He did so that day.

Jonnston: Ithought you said the first meeting was at the Mansion,

Saawaall: We had lunch at the Mansion after we met here, The first meeting was in
hiz offica. I racall now we went arcund thers, The second meeting we had, we
handlad two matters == tha matter I refarrad te about the brief. Secondly, we set up
then a meeting with Nagro 1ead5rs throughout the State, Wea tried to get about f;en.

h= newspaper would carry a list of those, Ed, if you want to do research on that, some-
time in August and we had that meeting in the Board Room of the Board of Education.
Or. Poe and I did most of the talking at the conference back and forth with the Negroes,
Attorney General McMullan and Lake were there, but they had nothing much to say, .

but I do recall Lake's statement afterwarda that he was afraid that we were going to




{Record 2} A }‘/ ~l4=
/{\J'
taka the decision lying down. idjobody was going to contest the position of ths Negro
/
leadership there that day which was f{or immediate intsgration. Dr. Poas, which you
might not expect, was right strong in his position, but he did it in a diplamatic soxt

of way.

Covernor: He waa against Laks's position?

Pzarsally No, he was againat the Negro position of immediate integration,
Governor: O, Isee., Had the Nagroes on your own committee asked for immediate
integration?

Pearsall: No., But we had these Stata leaders, Thars were about 18, One of them from

Greensboro -=- he camse back at a latexr fneeting == was very adamant in the position

that we ought to iollow the decision.

Governor: This was a meeting beiore your committes?

Pearsall: This was a meaeting beiore the committes -- we called the Negro leaders in

for advice and counsel -- in other words ws had three members on the committss,

but we felt like we ought to talk to the Ne;vgro leadersnip of the State. And, as I say, thay
wara right adamant in their posiiion, and Dr, Poe was very outspeken in his fselings
about it -= the danger and threat {o our pubdlic schools if we Txxgh brought about immeadiate
integration. Well, wa decided on a dafinite policy at that time that the lesa talking we

did to the public, m&w, the better, that the matter naaded to just
simmer, that we dianf: nead to put any heat under it, It waa for that purpose that we
actually did very little in connection with saying what we wers going to do, except to

say to the press, when they askaed us in one oi the meetings, wers we going to recommend
the abandonment of public schools, and our statement {which ths presz will bea# out)

was that we hoped and thought we could find a remedy short of that,

Rankin: Do you have a copy of all the statements that wers raleased %o the pra3s, ®
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or minutss of your committae masetings for this period?

Daarsall: =d, wa didn't keep any minutes for a very daiinite purpess. Ispecially,

e 2 DS At (o2, - ; PSR
the seemmissating=0 oo second:committeesee didn't have many txgsfings, I can

get you up soms rscords on it, I have got most df it here, but I haven't organized it,-
Rankin: That's all right. I just wanted to know what's availabias.
Paarsall: Fortunatsly, at the same time there was another committes at work and
very littla :;":tention had been paid te it, and it was very helpfﬁl though., The Legislaturs
had crea:ad a committee to study and recodiiy the school laws,
Covernor: Yes, I ramember that,
Dearaall: The laws were quite confusing you kmow, They had just been amended,

the .
amsnded, and amended, with no old laws stricken out, just & new laws piled on top
of the old laws, And, Stacy Weaver from Durham, Superintendent of the Public
Schoolz, was the chairman of that committee and workad very closely with our
committse, because of the guesiion -- for example, whether or not every time that
tha word separation in achoolz by racas was written in the statutes,;.whether >e;'r not it shou
be takan out. And, hs wanted to find out what policy that the State wanted to follow on
that. So his committze and our committee worked together very well.
Governor: Zven though his'csmmittea originally had no thought of working with thia proble
Daarsall: No. That had been set up for an entirely differsnt purpose, but it was
fortunate that the two committass did work so well together, Weaver collaborated with
us all the way through and was a tremeﬁ.dous ﬁelp to us because he knew the State
school laws from top to bottom =< so we kept him very close to us, Iwent by his
housa in Durham many times and he met with us over there,

Rankin: Isn't he now the president of the new Methodist College?

Dezaraall: Yes, that's right, in fayetteville, He is a good school administrator, In
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the meantime tha Duka Conference came along which you reisrred to, and I went

ovar with one or two other members of our committee, and made no statements, We
ware given an opportunity to maka a statement, but in accordance with our policy wa

had made no statement. ¥ i

Covarner: It was aftar the 1955 conferenes at Duike that I mads tha announcamt of

Tom's new committee -~ in that speech,

Dearsally Yes. We wwre named the day before at the Mansion, and you than

a.nnc;unce&. it that day -- and three or four of us, Iknow Lumsiord Crew and I wers
thare and some others. That's ths second one, though. Well, in tha maantime I

had set up an office in Rocky Mount, It was a quastion of whether I would come o
Raleigh and set up ons or whether I would do it down thers, W=z had got some funds
allotted irom the Emergency and Contingency Fund, so we just set up an office which
wa3z a very simpla one with the employment of one secrstary. D3Dut, the mail was be-
gimding to be very heavy, and at that stage of the game it was all in one direction.
Very few liberals showed their heads in those days, Jt-wassslla mattesoiouits

I counseled with the Attorney General's oifice very closely

and trisd to gst some help in drawing a report.

Joanaton: Tom, could you go back and devalop tha rasults of that meeting at ~vhich

you had the Negro leadsrs -~ the position they took, and how, the reaction the
committee had to it, because I think that i3 important -=- in tha next committse in
the absence of Negro membership, I think that tends to explain what a lot of pz2opla
felt was a mistaka,

Governor: Exactly as to why I didn't appoint Naegroes ~- which Tom and I discussad
many times,

Jonnston: Yes, Well, I think this was the key to it if I remember rizht,




{Racord 3} ~17-

Governor: That's a good suggestion, Paul.

Pearsall: We called in the group of Negroes thinking that we counld get some voluntaxy
cooperation from them.

Governor: Volunitary separation, Tom -- thers's a lot of difference heve.

Joanston: Dlg diffsrence.

Pazrsall: ... Thers was quite zome talk about the Negrous themselves not wantin
qui b 2

intzrgration, if we gave them goed schools they would go to their own schocls. And we
thought that this would be an cpportunity to discover first if that were true, which we
thought was tTue to some degree af least -~ and mayhe could get theix cooperation

and work to that end. We were very disappointed at the lack of ccoperation that we

got. We got a pratty good indication fzom them that they would not cooperats. To
£allow that theory out a little further, we had two trial runs, It was agreed that I was ta
try one in Nash County -~ to call in the Negro leadership of the county and explain to
them the gravity of the situation and how the schools were threatened. And,

Johnstem: Was this back in '547

Pearaail: This was in '54.

Jchnston: You know you did the same thing in '567

-

Paarsails Tes. We have the minutes in here, And, we had the same thraat thers that
ihey wers going to insist on their full rights. Back in my county we thought we had
MR, L SR e TR ST e Negroes who we could count on to
cooperate with us. And we didn't invite them until the day before -- we invited them

one day and had the meeting the next day -- but before we had the meeting
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the next day the MAACP had reached them, and thers was no deubt about it ‘that thay
wera taking the NAACP position on noncooparation.

Johnston: Weall, most of these fellows you had at that fizst meeting of your big
committse were actually members and {0 gome degree leaders in the NAACP, weren't
thay?

Pearsall: Now, Paul, ws had another maeeting of the second committee very much
simila,r'to it. We tried it agein, That's when we had that real hostile ieeling. Wa
had the president of the Greensboro NAACP. He was an insurance man. Wa have

the records on that, but that's getting a little ahead.

Covernor: Let'sz come back to how you came to these conclusions after your meeting --

how you came to the pupil assignment statuta conclusions in your report of December
1954,

Pearsall: Well, here is the way the legal mird worked in arriving at that conclusion.

Ve stadled the first decision and in a layman sort of way tha thres quzsﬁcnz wnich
the Court wanted additiomal argument on were:
MNo. 1. Whether the Court should irmplament its own decree by diract ordax, a}.

I recall it,

No. 2. Whether or not they should appoint a master to maks a study and make
recommendations to them and based upon that that they would caka an oxdas,

No. 3. Whether they should remand the cases to the Court of the first incident =-
to order the implementation. |
Well, wa didn'’t see and I don't see how anybody who studied the thing at all could se=e
but ons answer, and that was that the cases would be remandad to the district courts

bzcause of the actual mechanics of ¢niorcing the decree, I had to be through your

Y

local courts, So we took our cue from that. Wa fo1f that would be the answe> to the issus.
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We got the feeling that implamrentation had to be localized and that the courts were
going to handle it from a local standpoint where the Judges would be abla to take into
consideraiion to some degree local conditions, feelings, eatc. ’I’heréfors, the thing
for us to do was io taks from the State and put back inta the local school boards the
authority of assignment just like we thought the Supreme Court would localize the
snforcament of the dacision. So that was somewhat the basic thinking behind the idea
czi';:signment». statute. Ve had many meetings and cut of the discussiona which took
place in that meeting I was authorized to attermpt to draw 2 resport that exrpressed the
sentiment of the meeting, Idid so. Ik was a long report. I distributed it among tha
membersaip several days before a meeting in ecarly December, in Raleigh, and
discussad it. There was quits some division, and differencs of opinion about whethex
the report was first too long, and, secondly, if it wasn't too strong. Ihad it pretty
st»ong from the standpoint of segregation. Colomel Joyner took the position that
cartain conclusions which I khad reached from a legal standpoint were not sound. The
résult of that meeting was very Iortunats. Aftsr considerable discussion and general
ag-eement, the meeting authorized the Colonel and me to draw 3 report and ths
Cclonel and I met in my house on Caristmas Day, 1954, and we draw the final report.

It contained the assignment provizion with the other statements.
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Pearzall: The resport was prasenied to the Committse on December 30, 1934, for

consideration. Thares wera sorme 'ands' £0 be added and some ”t‘s"—tn be crossed.
Va2 had two or three prasidants cf. universitiss on hers and they had some littla ideas
which dién' change it materiaily. ’zj{'a also addad thxs: :.v;aragnph which recommended
that the State ...

Covarnoy: Read it out.

Psarsall: The amendment recommended that the State and counties and citiss of the

State accelaxate tn the fullast axient .?ossi*cle a sound and progressive schoal con-
struction program in order that adequate schoct facilities may he availabls in all
parts of the State to children of ail racas.

Governor: That would include Indians, wouldn't it?

Pearaall: Yes, included them all. Interestiing liitle history behnind that. Mamming,

Wwho was superintandent of the schools of Martin County, was onr our committee and he
recommended the amendment, and Clharlia Carroll was right aleng with him. I saw neo
danger in it. I got back home, though, and had z telepnone call from Harzy MclMuilan
and Beverily Lake, saying this wouldn't do. 'That's giving youxr hand away. You got
to say that we are not going to have any schoel program. We are not going to build.
Everything is going to come to 2 standstill right now until this thing i3 settled and if
you colored fslks want schools you are going to have to go t2 your own -- ctharwise,
wa won't build them. ' That's the extreme extent to which their fzelings went. Weli,

I was for harmony. Idon't know whether Iwas ...

Governor: Was this Christmas Day harmony or just harmony?
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Pearsall: Iarmony, anyway. I didn't wantus ito come tothe Legislature without

>

heir support for this committee reaport. VWell, I conisrred by felephome with 16 or

o

8 peopls in one day. I got them on the fzlephone all over North Careclina and agreed
to taka this out. So that came out. _ A
Covernox: You mean the rscommendation about speeding up school construction?
Pearsall: Yes, sir. ‘ That came out. Well, thai's abead of my story a littls bitf The
day wea made this report up, drew up the report with the amendments, "everfbody was
rastiess. I rsmembrter Gorden Gray and the Negroes In paxticuliar wanted to go. They
-%el: that a1l the business of the Camzmttae was wt;r, ag they had 2ll agreed and they
wears getting up to leave. I said, "No, wait just 2 minute. We muat have this report
rawrittan for your signatures. " '"We will write these thinga, " they said, '"No, we
havs got to go right now. ' I said, '"You wait a minuts then. We will aign this rsport
just like it is with the amendrnents interlined. ' So that is the rsason it is in this form
when it was gigned. What I wanted was these three Negroes' signatures on it. When
fhe report came out, I kmew what would happen. I didn* think they would aver sign

it, but they did. 3Sluford ... what's the man's namse at Fayettaville?

Zovernor: Sgabrook.

Pearsall: Seabrock arnd Parker from down in Edgacombe County.

Toveraor: That's Hazel Parker.

Pearsall: E—fazel Parker. Well; as soon as the report came in, tha Z;LAACP‘ hit them.
Tha MNAACP liked to have ostracized th_em. That ;‘.hing fimally killad Bluford. That's
exxactly what I think killed him, was the fact that he was ridiculed in the Negro press

for deserting his race, 30 on and so forth. The woman down in Edgecombe was criti-

cized. Bill




{Record 4} S22E

Joyner wanted to leave, saying, '"Well, I don't need to sign it. You sign my signa-
ture.' I said, 'No, sir. I am going to have avery original signature.’ Sc; thers

igs the original of it right there.

Govsrnor: That's a great document there with original signatures on it, Tom.
Psa:aali: Well, the report was filed with ths Govemoi and I told him it was ready o
20 %o the printar's office. He szaid, "What about your bill?" This was the day before
the session. Itold him, we thought we had done pretty good to gst this., He said,
'"No, you've got to have a bill. If you don't have a bill {o introducs along with tha
lzgislation, things will go haywire. Xverybody Wﬂl be writing their own bill. So you
go get a bill written. " So, we had a confersnce in the Attorney General's office that
mozrning at which Beverly Lake wa..;x present. Paul, I beliave you were thers.

Johnston: No, I don't think sao.

Psarsall: Who was thers to represent you? Maybe tha Attorney General was repre-
senting you at the time. Anyway, we agreed to use the Alabama Statute as a guids
and Bavarlf Lake and I went over to his office. I told him how we wanted tha bill
writtan, making a few changes in the Alabama bill.

Governor: You told Lake? .

Paarsail: Told Lake. Hare's the statuta, the Alabama statuts, meodifiasd this was
and that way, but that's what we want it to ber I spellad it out pratty definitely, I
went. back to get the bill iate that affternoon, as you {the Governor) ware going to maka
your speach to tha General Assembly that night. It wasn't as we had asked him to
write it at all. It was generally what wa hﬁd, excaét he put in as one of the criteria
for assignment the question of race, which of course we had told him to leave out.

And, I objected to it, and he said well, that was the best he could do. I said, wall
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lat me have your stenographar. So Itock the stenographer and altsred it. And got
A o b R %
:—E;L)\i;;r..;’l.,)»';xiﬂ-é- 2
tha bill over sasm and tha ink waan't dry good by the time you had made your speech,
oL AAAR A A
and it was introduced by sosmeweay who we thought was going to be Chairman of the
Committse on Education. Wasn't Larry Moore speaker?

Govarnor: Yas.

Pzarsall: No, not that ssssion. XHs was Speaksr at your special session.

Covernor Hodges: All of this will show, Tom, in the record written by Charles Dunn

of the Durham Herald who has written 3 very iine report for his Masters thesis, and
13 2

that thing you are now talking about is covered sPecifically.;\givss Heir names of ths
+w0 men in the Senate and the House who introducsd it and what happened to it and
about Satterfisld's counter bill which Lake wrote for him according to Dunn, and it
has it all in thers. So you get the story by just picking that up at that point. o]

s ———

/ﬁ\\___\\ e e N B iy

=

Rankin: I thought we might, if we could, Governor, go back the day of Qwernor
Umostsad's death and pick up and lei you bring up from the time you ;ook office up to
Tacamber. Governor Umstead died Sunday, November 7, at 9:10. The office ;ﬁas
closaed on MNovember 8. Ths funeral was on the 9th and Governor Hodges tock his
oath at 4:00 p. m. on November 9. November 10 was your first day in office,
Covernor, and from that time on you, of course, ran the ship of state. You may

not remembex, but on Friday of your first week in office yoru had a meeting of all
dspartment heads of thas State. If you will just take it from there as to what happened
in that rathar crucial period between November 10 and the Lagislature.

Covernor: As Lieutenant Govasrnor, Ihad naturally kept up in great detail with what

was happening publicly. I, oi course, was not in on any of the meetings that




{Record 2) S
Mr. Pearsall has just refarred to, but I knew what was going on, both in the
Govarnor's office, which was reasonably quiet at the time, and irom thas Péarsall
Committse, even though thers was not too much publicity given to it. As quickly'.as

I came in, I was naturally overwhelmed not only by the._ _ch.ange in the office under
such tragic and unexpected circumstances, but we had the problem of immediately
coming to conclusionsa on a budget facing us for 1955 in the lagislaturs with a deficit
which called for new taxes. So having all those things, why, we simply had to take
the mattar of segragation somewhat in stride, but Tom Pesarsall had just told that,
juat within four weeks or mors aiter we had gona into office his committae was
coming to conclusions, bringing in a statament of basic thinking on the Supreme Court
Decision, plus a pupil aasignment act. I racall the discussion with Tom, saying that
we had to have a bill, because I felt then even though I was a frsshman at this kind of
thing, that if you didn't have something positive of your own you would gst all kinds
of propesals. And usually pecple wanted a program to talk about. So the manuscript
of Charles Dunn, to which I referred, wul sh§w we had a problam of getting through
this particular bill. There is no use going into the details of it. i is all in this
particular report to which we can make refersncs. Thers was fine support generally
of the pupil assignment act, partly, Ibeliave, because so many peopnle weras waiting
for any further development of tha court, that they wers not too greatly disturbed.

I think it was latar, was it not Ed, aftsr the implementation decisionr of May 1955 that
ws got into the maetings with the Negro teachers and with the A & T Collegae?
Rankin: Yes.

Governor: Thare weras the A & T Collags incident, the talk to ths North Carolina

Educational Association, which is the Negro Teachers, and then the situation which
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Paul may want to refer to whers Iwas on a little fishing trip in the West and Paul,
v
through the State Highway Patrol, got me out of a trout stream to come to the

defense of one I. Beverly Lake.

Ciles: At this point, looking baclk, it seems fo ms that to some extent the mers

adoption of assignment statute ix 1955, which on its face legally atruck out the
requirement in North Carolina statutes for segregation was rsally a very remarkable

and quiet achisvemaent, particnlarly'whaim considar the difficultiea that cthex

—~

o~
/ states have had to come up just to that point, simply to recognize on their books as

.1 2 legal matter that their statutes should not compel or require separation on the
530t
N

AN ; 5 : ) 5
i \\ Lasis of racs. So what was dons at that time, and what this reportin December

/ '
<. 1954 in offact said legally, was that North Carolina should armend its statutes to

}

i

BT

/ ramove the requirement of racial separation. Now, that to me is really one of the
“\—. - - - . - . s - 5 .

reamarkabls steps in this whole thing, in that it was accomptished as quietly and, you

raight say, as peacsably as it was. And, stepping ahead just a moment, all this
iz put in better parspective when ws realize that, when the real tsat came in 1956
with all of the emotional feeling at that time, the Governor was in the position of

ceming in not to suggest to the Legislature that then we should amend our laws to

‘ saevmit intagration, but that we should amend our laws to protect ourselves from

S

integration. So, as a matter of timing, when you look bkack over it,‘ it could not
have béeﬁ timed bettar, and I think that the Governor is cartainly right that the
fzeling, the urg;ancy of feeling on this 'Whoia question had not built up largely
because the courf itself had put it off for anothsr year.

Rankin: Actually, it was a fortunate thing.

Covarnor: It was fortunate that we did it in 1955, that we had a General Assembly




(Record 4-4) -26-

coming up at that time, and that we had a fine committee, headed bf Mr. Pearsall,

. to bring in this particular proposal which saemed, on its face, innocent and not too
strong, but as Bob says was a much more méaningful thing than at first thought.
Giles: Now, I wondar if Tom could recollect the di;éussion at the time of the
adoption of the assignment statuts, particularly from the Attorney General's offica.
Did anyone there raise any strong gbjection aven to amending‘%gglaws, or suggesting
that our laws should be anything but absc;luta compelling separation of the races?
Rankin: May I alao ask if anyone from the Attorney General's office took a positive '

approach at any time toward how we could work this problem out?

Pearsall: Idon't recall that they did. It was appé.rent very scon after we had begun
to deliberate about a report for the first committee that the committes was not going
t§ foilow the extreme views which RBeverly had -- if we're calling names. And while
I counselad with him frequently at first, I soon found, and I think the rest of the
committee soon found, that we weren't going to get the kind of help from ecither Lake
or Mc3Mullen that we wanted -- and we had to begin to rely on our own rssourcas.

He tock less and lesa part iﬁ the deliberations as we proceeded with that committse,
and I would say he had%to do whatsocaver with the draiting of that rspoxrt. It was
a matter that Joyner and I finally workad out, basad strictly on legal approaches,
not. . ..we wara fortunats in that we had a fine 1a.wyer as Governoi of the State at that
time. Ha knew just how fa;r we could go. We had a guide here as to just how far we
could go legally. As I said earlier, this was a guideline that kept ua in the middle of
the road, kept us from going off on tangents.

Johnston: B-y this, yéu ére referring to Jim Paul?

Pearsall: Jim Paul and the Institute of Government.
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Covernor;: And to Governor Umstead prior to November 8, 1954.

Pearsall: That's right. Now, let me point out one other thing which I think was very

helpful all the way through. It was a coincidence, but a very happy one. And that is
that the same group of people, folfc:wing the same line of thought, had been working
with this mattar of segregation in the colleges and universities, beiore the school
case came up, way back to the law schoel case as you will remember.

Govarnor: Had the law school case b'een settled at that time ?

Pearsall: Not only tha law school case, but the academic school, the general college

cagsea.

Governor: No, that had not been settled. That came with Rodman latar,

Ciles: Your law school case was settlaed in 1951, and four Negro students entered the

Univarsity law school in the fzll of 1951....
Johnston: A3 classmates of Mr. Giles.
Cilas: As classmates of Mr. Johnston. : e

R a
virs
Paarsall: I think it is important that the University group took the posiﬁon/\they knew

what the people wanted -- that they didn't want integration. They also took the position
they were not going to defy the law, and that if they did everything they could within
the law, if they exhaustad every possible legal remedy for relief, that the pecple
would accept it. That's the theory that the Executive Comz;:ittee (é the Univarsity
proceeded on -- not only in the law achool case, but in all the other cases., Now the
academic case cama along about the time a1l this was going on, and I think I was
chairman of the admiésions committee of the University Board of Trustees, vand you

will rernember we worked with Rodman on that. So, the two were going right along

together, so we had a little practice, As a matter of fact, North Carolina had
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established, Ithink, by 1954, the genaral pattern that we wers going ta follow. I
think it is fortunate in that the Governor was at that time the Chaizman of the Boaxd
of Trustaes -- later Governor I—Zédges was the Chairman of the Béazd of Trustees --
helped guide Noxth Caxolina ina genexal pattern of a reasonable approach to this
thing which I think helped to prepare:’the peopla. And jall the way through we had
taken the position, and actually done it, fought through the Supreme Court whersver
we could, every case. We lost and the people said, "¥ell, you've done youxr best

for us and we will accept it. "

Govarnor: Tom, let me throw something in here. You pick up where you lait off,

Tha racord and the newspapers or my cifica book record *mll show that sometime in
that Spring of 1955, I beliave, Rodman and I went to Richmoend, Virginia, and met
with, theorstically, the Southern Governors.

Joanston: That was latsr in the summer, Governor.

Governor: Later in ths summeazr?

Johnston: No, it was cold. The snow was on the ground.

Govarnor: It was before we passed the pupil assignment statuts, was it?

Johnston: How it came out, Rodman was appointad in the wintar.

Governor: I¥ was in the fall, wasn't it? {everybedy talking)

Gilas: Rodman was appointad' Attorney General around the first of July, 1955.

Johnston: Yes, and the Pupil Assignment Statute was passed by the Legislature in
early spring, 1955.

Governor: Wae must have felt that the pupil assignment act was just a paxt of tha

codification of laws, because we went thers, all of us, theoretically, with open minds,
and, theorstically, wailting to see what the "mother of states'!, Virzinia, would do.

We found a vacuum, and wa got nothing .
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particularly out of the meeting, as you know, and decided we better go back to our
own situation. But had we at that time had all of this experienca...

 johnston: Yes, we had most of it up to then. I don't want us to neglsct, in the 1955

seasion, although the enactment of the pupil assignment law, obstensibly, went
pretty easily. There was a little group of insurgents in the Lagislature, led ny’
Sa.rﬁ Worthington and Byrd Sattarfield, and I am surs in the Attorney General's
oifice.

Covernor: Beverly Lake is quoted in the Dunn thesis as having written the bill that
Satterfield introduced.

Johnston: I think that was the 154 one Governor, the special sezgion, but he wrota
¢his one I am sure anyway. Sam Worthington had a bill. I don't know whether he sver :

~  introduced it or whether he kept it in his pociet, but anyway it got to be a matter

"
Ve

2
=% .{:/of public kmowledge. He hada bill to rip out of the Constitution the requirements

\ for public education and to place into the hands of the Legislature the handling of this
whols thing. You may recall, Governor, that soon after this word got out that he
cither had the bill or it was introduced -- and it was to do away with the assignment
act -- and say, ''Well, just let's get outselves in a flexible position so we can do
anything we want to without any constitutional rastric%.ions. You may recall,
GCovernor, that soon after that, at a press confersnce, you asked about whether -

you would still lean toward re-appointing Sam Worthington to the Utilities

Commisgsion?

Covernor: Yes.

Jjohnston: It had been speculation. He had resigned from the Utilities Commission

o corme back into the '55 session. /
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Governor: By agresment. He served with Governor Umstead.
Jchaston: Yes. And there was ;peculati:m a3 to whethexr you would re-app'oint him.
After this broke out, as a gort of an insurgent movement against the assignment
statuts and your plan and Tom's plan, it came up in the press conference as to
whsther or not you would re-appoint him to the Utilitiss Commission, and you
laughed and they reported it, that you laughed, and it had a bad effect on Sam. Ha
thought he had been slightad, sort of slighted by it, but it finally worksd out and

was
actual}y the bill, if it wasy intreduced, Ihavas forgotien whether it was or not, it
never got oif the ground.
Covernor: Well, there was a meeting in my office about that particular time with
about eight ox ten Legislators on the Worthington pronosed bill and we made a slight
adjustment -- but X can't for the moment recall what it was.
Joanston: R was in the resolution.
Covernor: That's right.
Jobnston: That's when they changed your resclution and took cut the words “i#:mediata
integration'' -~ there shall be no integration. You had‘had thars should be no immediata
integration. These may not be the exact worda,
Covesmor: That was wien a compromise was mades with Sam “Worthington. At the
time he just dropped his fight, based on the compromiss we mada.

Johnston: That's right. And that's whers that resolution came from +hat Baverly

Lake was quoting in his last campaign. That's how that came %9 be thers; that tha
State said it wasn't goingto have any integration.
Covernor: That was done in my offica.

Johnston: Yes, I remember that now.
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Pzarsall: Let me tell you a little bit more about the strategy that was followe;i at
the '55 regular session. We recognized, as ws studied it, that the aasignn:zent act
that we drew so hurrisdly was not a perfect instzument, as we all foumd out as }We
egan to analy=e it in preparation forx the '56 Legislaturs. But our feeling was it
ought to be leit alone; that if you opensd it up yeu would open up a pandora'’s box
and the compromise you worked cut on tha Worthington rasolutiou was the only
change that was made and the Worthington bill was introducad, as I recall it, and
the committze sat on it until way on in the session -- just let it sleep. I think the
wnola attitude of tﬁe Legislaturs, the conservative group, the administration,
Speaker and Li. Governor was just to let the sleeping dog lis and wait until things
had quietsd down toward the latter part of the session and passed it. And we
recognized, at the time it was passed, that it was going to be amended, but we just

decided it was a mattar of stratsgy; that you ought not to touch it, We didn't. Now,

Pt

et ma go back to Nwembér of '54. Upon the death of Governor Umasataad and the
swearing-in of Governor Hodges, it was not Iong thereaftar that h; wrot; me é.

lsttar «= (been trving to find itk in my file here, didn% know whether you would want

it or not, it might be a2 part of your record] -- I had indicated to Govsrnor Hodges

{cif the racord, privately) that our committse st‘cod ready if _hs wanted us3, but we
recognized we were not an official committee creatsd by an act of the Legislaturs.

V/e were advisory to the Governor who appointed us and cur committee would
nscessarily have to just take the poai;:ion that -~ our office expired and was not active
because we were an advisory to Governor Uﬁstead -~ Governor Hodges indicated then

what he wanted us to do, but he wrote me officially and you hava it in your records the

letter asking our committee to continua to serve. I'm certain he wrote to all
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the committese, or I sent tharﬁ copies of your lestter, and then we took up aiter a lapse
of about two. or thrae weeks and continued on with the study.

Giles: I would like to put in this thought right hers on the assignment statute.
Because of certain interesst expres.ssred in the origin og.fha assignment statute as lats
as five years aftar ita enactment, we should notas here for the record that the use oi
assignmént statutes is taken up in detail in this study of the Institute of Government
which was distributed in September, 19 54, and, at that time, and in this volume
thare is a refarence to the fact that the great liberal state of Miasissippi had
introduced such a statute and was giving careiul cénsideration to it along with
Louisiana and, I assume, that by the time of the 1955 Lagislature that Alabama had
also done likewise. Thereforse, the State of North Carolina unfortunately cannot claim
tﬁe credit for being a trail blazer in this arsa.

Pearsall: We hava to bow to Mississipni.

Giles: We must bow to the soversign Stats of Missiasippi, whose Governor is now
.

Mzr. Ross Barnett.

Pearsall: Well, whils you are having a little fun, I will tell you about a letter -- and

I would like to find it -~ we gét from M. James C. Paul. Aiter we had enacied the
special legislation in the special session of 1956, he wrote me the most scathing
letter I have ever received, the essenca of it being...kow dare we take his brain
child and desecrate it and use it for such purposes as thia. I will find it befors I gt

through here today, but it was a acathing sort of latter. ng M]:”)
Vo
4]

Rankin: Governor, Ithink we ocught to bring in here whera Paulﬂcame into the picture

because he picked up on this and then where Bob came in, his contacts and what

he -- inppther words fill in this '55 gap.
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Johnston: It will be the Attorney General's office.

>
e

Parckin: That's right. Y

Johnston: Well, Ihad very little to do with the Pearsall Plan except, as I said

soon aftar I came in December was my first contact with Tom. He was running back
and forth with Governor Hodges trying to get this bill ready for introduction in the

1955 session, and I ramembef that I tugged at the ‘Governor's- asleeve, and Ididn't
Iknow the Governor very well, and I said; "Governor, you ought not to have this jury
trial business in this bill. ¥ Jim Paul and Ihad talked about that at length. I
ramember the Governor says, '"Well, Paul, ws got the Attommsy Gensral recommending
it, Tom Pearsall and all of usx agree and we are just going to have to go with it the waLy
it i3. " So that was my first contact with it right there. Ihad very little to do with
anything so far as this subject is concarned in the 1955 Legislature except to keep

up witk, behind John Larkins and inquirs whers Mr. Worthington's bill was
tzmporarily lecated.

Rankin: Also try to find John?
.3’ chnston: Yss, try to iind' John. But, other than that,- my contacts during the

1955 sesaion wexs rather routine, in support of and in the strategy of trying to get-
tha pupil assignment law passed and discussing the subject with the Governor and
advise him as something came up. We didn't do awhole lot of planning at that time
during those early months of the '55 session. Now, in late May, when the

implementing decree came down, then I really got into it as you know almost

(el

permanent assignment.

Covernor: You might tell them at that point, Paul, the position you took and the

good advice you gave me contrary to the popular opinion, boyy, in this State and the
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couniry, about the eifect of the implementation dacree; you did not fzel that. it was

a very good court dacision and it was not good for us -- in other words, not as
amenable and as modarate as somsa peoplas thought.

Johnston: That's right. What happenad, when the decrsa came down, the Governor
was malking a speech

Govarnor: In Chicago.

Johpston: Yes, in Chicago, Cleveland or somewhere. Anywﬁy, he called on the phons
and Iwas onan inter-communication telephons discus gion with Lake, McMullen and
the three of us in the Atiorney General's office with the Governor at the other end of
the line in Chicago. He asked what we thought about it, ets., butl must say that

that onefime Beverly Lake and myself wers in complete agreement. Thers has

been séma public statements mads by Sam Worthington, of all people, that this was
iins and‘ represanted a soxt of a victory for the South and that we could live with this
and there were two or thrze other Lagisla.tai-s, think, who mada the same comment.
In fact it was kind of general. But we +old the Governor then that it didn't look too
gocd and actually required ;- Lake insisted it required ---' ircmediata integration.
And, during that discuasion we somehow got across tha idea that it didn™ necessarily
require integration; that it simply required the end of segregation. In other words,
it didn't fequire any affirmativs action on ths part §£ a school board, any affirmativs
action. It required the elimination of negative action, but it didn't malke you go out
and integrate. You could sit gtill and let somebody elae do ths integrating. Well,
Lake took the position that didn't make any difference; that this was juét subtlaty

and a sophistry that didn't have any real significance. | Well, it did, of couraze, as

wa later found out and when the Governor got back, we talkked at length about that
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{ffavenca. Wea also talked about how dangerous the decision really was because of

(e

he juxtaposition it required. The first thing it required was good faith, to have

£

any delay whatsoever. Iam surs the court or whoever wrots that -« Justice Warren,
I beliave, wrota the implementing . decree also -- but whoever wrots it, I am sure was
very daliberats in putting the things iﬁ tha places that they did. Thereiore, the
Governor made a speeca in June, and that is a matiar of racord, in which he
delineatsd the difference in the theory, the difference in the results you would get

if you had taken the theory that it did not require you to do anything excspt prevent
somebody alse from doing it. In other words, you couidn’t put up barriers that

were unlawful, but you didn't have to go out affirmative as a school board and
implament that decree. And the Governor spelled that out in his speech in June.
Governor: Was that June or August?

Johnston: I believe it was june.

CGovernor: That was the;.\big speech in August.

Johnston: Big speech in August?

Covernor: ¥Yaes.
Johnston: But that was in June and was largely confined to discussing the implementing '
dacree and the fact that you wars going to continue working on it, etc., and also
pointad out to ths State that they should zxot be tco jubilant about axiy possible victory
in this thing because tha first requirement was goodfaith and then you would be
éntitled to some delay. You can prefar to the speech to gst the discussion.

Governor: I think you will be interested in a little incident that, as you look at it

rears later, Ed, will kave some significance. Coincidentally enough, the reference

[N

- . 1 Wiy ot . .
Paul made to my telephoning from somewhsre, which was Chicago, Iwas again

making a speech at a Rotary Convention and I made the speech to 1500 people from
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evary Southarn State from Virginia to Arkansas.
v 24

Rankin: Was that your Dixis Dinner?

Covernor: That's right. Thers were 1500 people present and I had just heaxrd the

day before about this i.mplamentai’ign decrae, and I remembex the main point that ws
gave to the group at that time, which speech had Seen given basically irom off the
cuif or from notes, that we did not kmow what the implementation decree meant,

that my opinien was it meant yéars of trouble and that I challenged the 1500 peopls
there who, theorsiiscally, give themselves o public service in communities; that tha
meanest job of‘ a puklic naﬁus ahead in the yesars that you could see would be -
membership on local and county school boards. Further, they had to ba prepared
to meet this situation because there was whare the problsm was going to be, etc. I
juat thought you would be intarested in that. Later on came these other talks in ths
Stata that I mentioned a while ago.

Rankin: Bab Gilas, tall us how you got into the picture on this. Jusat when was your

firat contact with this school intagration-segregation problem? Waen did you go over
to the Attorney General's office?

Giles; Xd, my active participation in thiz whole matter was sometime later and

actually comaes after one of the Governor's very major speeches; namely, tha

Aungust Sth sg;gech on voluntary separation in attending the schools, I was sometime

during the month of August, Paul was hers in the Governor's offica, and we often

met at Chapel Hill -~ he was still living over thexe -- and talked about this particulax
problem because that was the only problem facing the State at that time, and you will

recall also during tﬁis period that, increasingly, certain pariiss or pazty in tha Stats
had been speaking out, Baverly Lake, and it was also becoming apparent that the

implemantation dacree of the Supreme Couxrt mseant that thers wonld probably be-
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sorme integration somewhere in North Carolina prstity soon if something weren't
dona. So, increasingly, there was a feeling that something else would have to be
done. Now, I simply recall some of my thoughts back thers in talking with Paul in
Chapel Hill, over at ths Tnstituta, and I had, as I récall, raised some possibility of
having, Or permitting, a local election on the part of a school unit or a portion of it
{f it came about that there was soma iniegration under ths assignment statuts by
court order or otherwise. So Paul said, '"Well, why don't you sit down and put in
a mamorandum your specific thoughts on this?" And, I did de that and Ihappen to

have a copy of that. Ikept one copy. I didn't aven date it. I didn't tell anybody that.

Tankin: He learned better later, Governor.

Giles: I didn't tell anybedy that I was going to write this. I didn't even tell Mr. Coatas.

So fax as I know, he doesn't know today that I wrota it. But I headed it "Some
Thoughta on the School Segregation Droblem in North Carolina't and it's a very short
memorandum. It's not but eight pages.

Pankin: Very un-lawyer like.

Pearsall: But Giles-like,

Q

iles: Very definitely un-Giles-like. And for purposes of this I don't want to

-

intirmate anything particulazly important hers, but was ;just that in my own mind, and I
shink iz Paul's mind, too, both os us were talking along the same line. Paul may

have suggested the thought even before I did, that thare would have to be something in
the nature of what was later identified as a safety valve. I don't know that we used
those terms at the time. But, anyway I did prepare that memorandum and gave it

to Daul. Inever did find out what he did with it, except that in September or October

of '55 and I was in the Attorney General's office.
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Rankin: When did you join them?

Gilas: I went to the Attorney General's office Angust 31, 1955.
Rankin: Who was thae Attornsy General then? : »
Gilas: Atforney General William B. Rodman. Of course, Mz. McMullan had disd
in June of '55 and Mr. Rodman was appointed sometimse later.

Joanston: I believe it was July.l, sama time the Governor anncunced all the Judges.

Giles: Sornetime latar Ralph Moady was appointed to the Utilitiss Commission and

Mr. Rodmanilookad all over the State apparently to get him a good Assistant
Attorney General. When he couldn't find anybody he asked me to ce#ne over.
Ranlkin: What was your first assignment? Vﬂ:atvwerev you assigned fo do?

Giles: Well, I was assignad over in thé Revenue Building. My primary job was

t$ keep an eye on Mr. Beverly L;.ke. Secondarily, I was to help out on some tax
laws. So I spent a great deal of time on both of those things.

Ji ohn:;;tcn: You know it may be of intersst, Bo’o, tha conversation which late» lad to
this memorandum, if I remember correctly, ws had several, but if I rsmembar
correctly this conversation took place in, probably, one of tha two times in my 1ifs
that I have sver heen in Danzigars. IEob Giles lured me into Danzigers for a cup
of coifas.

Governor: What's Danzigers?

Rankins; .'I'he Coifee House.

Johnston: The coffee house place at Chapel Hill.

Governor: I want to say this. I want to point out, and aék Tom Pearsall’s comment
on it, beacusa you have now introduced in-ithits. for the first time in this current

history, the idea which Ilearned to understand later, which ws - used lala> and
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which has become through the years a very strong point in our whole program. Iam
speaking of the so-callad Pzarsall Plan which hasn't been used, say, in courts or
legally, but which stands there, and stands well, as a bulwark. This evidently, Bob,
was the beginning of an idea which you had and I would lika to give yon crsdit for
having dona it; You brought io the Attorney General's attention, then to Mx. Rodman,
who wag objective and construetive in his appreach, you brought to him the idea that
this kind of thing we could build on in a program, whét turned out ta be the Pearsall
Plan. MNow, BDob, don't be too modest about if, could you say you did continue that
kind of thinking and brought it to Tom and Rodman, et cetera, later om?

Gilas: Governor, the specific language that I used back then and it shows how

diffzrant it was, really, from the ultimate ressult, I suggested that the State Consti-
;cu.ticn and laws of the State be amended to provide that any county or district, upon
vota of the majority of the registered voters in such a county, may elect not to
maintain public schools in such county for a given school year and such county shall
recei‘ve tax rebates from the State, equivalent to the amount of State ﬁm&s which would
hav= been applied to public schools in that county, the funds fo be available for general
county expenditures permitting a reduction in county tax rates for other purpeses.

This would mean that the local tax burden in a particular county would be greatly
rérluced, permitting, to that extent, some financial relief for parents in that county

in sanding thair children to private schools. Now the thought which, and it was
strictly, it was too much a strictly legal and technical approach, was that thers should
be no legal difficulty in the people voting to close the schocls. Now, how would you
compensate for that tax-wise? Well, throw out the suggestion about that. Shortly

aftar I went to the Attorney General's office in August 55 I passed on to
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him a copy of this and there was some discussion current at the time, 23 you recall,
from Mzr. Lake and othars that North Carclina did nct have to undergo the :ourden of
this intsgration; that thers was an obvious solution to it and he made soms spaecﬁes
in which he referred to the possibility, and he expressed the belief, that we could
set up a systam of private schools. He said‘aimﬂar to tﬁe G. 1. Bill. Under the

G. ‘I. Bill, we used public funds to snable peopls to go to private schools. Xa
mentioned Wake Forest, Harvard University and others, Wsll, during that discussion
with Mr. Rodman we had concluded, again taking aort of absoluta positions on lagal
grounds, that you could not do by indirection what the court would like to prohibit
dirsct -- that is, use public money tooperate entirely a public achool through a
system of grants, even though the school would be called nrivata. Now, becausa oi
that and because of the necsssity for, apparent necessity, for not latting Mr. Lake
seem to grabl hold of the thing and ~un with i, Mr. Rodman dacided, and at fimes
ne did spéak out gingerly warning that thers waa no absclufe solution, warning that
one could not simply changs the name above the school house door irom public to
private, finance it the same way in gsubstancs, and have the court sustain it. And,
yeu may recall, Governor, that led on eventually....

Johnston: That was mada to the County Commissionars Association.

Giles: ...sometimae in the fall of '55 Mr. Rodman made a very major and careful

speech to the County Commissioners in which he wasrned about that. So the suggastion
which Thad put here in this memorandum, Governor, in August wase-the basic thinge-
tlr—=4 was the matter of local optif:n election. In o;’-ther words, if there wers intagration
then it would be up to the people";ét the local lavel to make the choice, and they could

close thair schools. But, what was not worked out at that time and what was not seen,
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I don't believs, until later on that winter, within the committse itself, was the

practical and workabla combination of local option elections, pupil assignment and
: 5

tuition arants which later camasa ocut irom the committse.
-2

Covarnor: i "izelp out certain school districts

out of the county. That was the point that was very intriguing, that appealed to the
peopla later on when your maps, etc., that you had shown in '56

Johnston: Let me go back to I believe it .waa July to an incident that you mentioned
awhile ago about the trout stream, and it also ties in with what Bob has just
mentioned about Mr. Lake making his speeches. Iie had mads one, I belisve in
Asheboro, in which ha made so:ne. ringing attacks on the- NAACP with no solution

to the problem but just simply a lot of harangue. In any event, it got a lot of
publicity, Soon thereafter, and I believe this was July, the NAACP sent a telsgram
to tha Governor's office demanding that the Govarnor fire Bevarly Lake, |

Covarnor: Who was an Aasistant Attorney General.

Johnaton: Yes. Who was an Assistant Attorney General. It was in July '55, Ithink.
{Somsebody says yes.)

Johnaton: It may have been Juns, but it was either June or July bacause I remember
this.

Govarnor: It had to be either June or July.

Johnston: Let me straightsn it, then we will discuss it. I saw the thing. It wasa
Sunday mozrning release. It was in the paper. I saw it and said to my wife, '""Boy,
hers is a chancea. ! Well, within ﬁve minutes my phone rang. Ed Gill was on the
phone. Ed says, '"Paul, we have got to get th§ Gﬁvernﬁr to maks a statement today,

immmediataly, on this integration, on Beverly Lake.'' So Ibelieve Icalled Ed to see

if he had the telegram.
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practical and workabla combination of local option elsctigns, pupil asaignment and

tuition grants which later came out {zom the committes,

Johnston: Let me go back to, Ibe iave it was J 1y, to an incident that you mentioned
awhile ago about tha trout stradz, and it\also tias in with what Bob haa just mentioned
about Mr. Lake making his qua\ches. He bad /made one, I believe in Ashaboro, in

which he made some ringin”%ttacks on the 1\5 ACP with no solution to the problam,

but just simply a lot of harang\e. In an:e/ient, It got a lot of publicity. Soon
thereaftar, and I believe this was July, the NAACP 3ent a telagram to the Govsrnor's

office demanding that the Governor firs Beverly Lake.

Governor: Ha was an Assistant Attorney General at ths time.

/

Johnston: Yes. Who was an Assiastant Attorney General. I waa in July '55, I think.

{Somsbedy says yes.)

Jonnston: I may havs been June, but it was either June or July because I remember
this.

Covernor: It had to be eithar June or July.

Johnston: Let e straighten it, then wea will discuss it. I saw the thing. It wasa
- Sunday morning release. It was in the paper. I saw it and said to my wifa, UBoy,
here is a chance. ! Well, within five minutas my phone rang. Ed Gill was on tha
ph;)ne. Ed says, "?aul, we hava got to get the Govarnor to maka a statament today,
immediately, on this integration, on Baverly Laka.' So Ibelieve Icalled Zd to s=d

if ha had the telagram.
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Governor: Ed Rankin?

Jonnston: VYes. Ed4 Rankin. He had it so we mat. EZd Gill was in Lumberton, or
Laurinburg, or wherever it is he goes, and Ed Rankin and myself met up herse in the

Covernor's office on Sunday morning about, Idon't know, 10:00 o'clock maybe, and

-~
=
W

started drafting a stateament for tha Governor in answer to this telegram. And
I particularly remember ths word "effrontery. ' I thought it was such a good choice
word. Anyway, when we had something down, we got hold of the Governor and he
said wa got him out of a troﬁt strsam and read him thiz draft and tried 10 cenvince
him of the opportunity he had here to do something, and he said let's movs on it,

z
and issue it anyway. And I have forgottan how we worked around, Governor, the
thought, everybody knew you were oif fishing and the statement was going to come
out of your office, and I think we said by telephone or something. I don'’t know how
we did it
Rarkin: Wsll, that was no problem. Because the Governor, of course, can issuea a
statement from anywhere. I mean all he has to do is pﬂona it in and hiz oifice
releases it.

Johnston: And the statement was rsleased and I know it must have made some people

I

igh?jdisappointed, because what it did was just hug Beverly in a bear hug and just
balled out the NAACP for their effrontsry in making any such suggestion. Well, I
think Beverly, in the msantime, had gone to Richmond and didn't have the opportumity
to do his own answering and by the time he got back why our side had gotten over on
the side against the NAACP which was a placa we had to be, ‘

Governor: Which is where we were all the time but if you had 2 situation hers where
you had to sense the public opinion and try to understand what could develop in the

future, and you had to do it step by step, td/ ¥y Teal Raind.
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Jonnson: And the r=ason I pin to that date, Tarxﬂ, ia that we closed the statsment by
saying -- I rememper the Governor saying, "Well, look we've gai:.to do mors than
just be nsgative or curse the NAACP. We have got to give some idea about what we
ars going to do hers.'" And so we put in at the end of the statement that ''I will have
a plan to announcs in a faw weeks" or someathing like that and that was in anticipation
of your voluntary separation speech which came in August. And that is the rsason I
put that date, I believe, Tom. I remember that rslease had that in it.

Pearsall: Ithought it was earler. Ithought it was at the time Beverly waa
considering runnihg for Governor.

Jonnston: QOh, it was. You sea, that was coming up. Fall was on the way.

Pearaall: Iknow, but this was the primary back in May, back in March and April,
Primary time and he was considering running against Governor Hodges and we wers
trying to head him off.

Covernor: That would have been in ths spring of '55, you sea. This is fall of '53

-

Johnston: The primary was coming in '60, Tom. No.

Govsrner; No, '56.

Johnston: I mean '58. It was coming up for the following Spring.

Governor: That's right. Paul i3 zight and that i3 part of a 3ari2s of events that
ars in the record but need to be put into focus. I don't know how n;ive all of ua
were, certainly ws were innocent, even though trying to ba since¥s and r=asonably
objective, but we felt that in this spesch to be made, a3 Paul mentioned, finally
made on August 8, that we ought to havs this voluntary separation. So we tried it

out by going out hers to Shaw University to a meeting of the North Carolina Education
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Association which is the organization of the Negro teachers. Well, I don't know when
I havs had such a blank audience. Crdinarily, Ihad bean well received by these
Negro groups because we had to try to be fair and understanding. Woodrow Srice,
then reporter for the NEW3 AND OBSERVIER in Ralsigh, made a staterent which I
think will sum it all up. "Governor Hodges appear=ad beisre the North Carolina
Zducation Association of Negro teachers ard his talk and plea to them to remain
asparats as they then weras had about as much effsct as a sponge thrown against a
sick wall. " Then, of course, came the August 8 speech which is a matter of
r2cord and it had created a great deal of intarest, and some resentment. And
then I think, Ed, the talk to A & T was in the fall, early fall, at which time we
wes=m to daedicate and present to the A & T Negro Tsc.hnical collsge at Greensboro,
North Carolina, several buildings that had been completed through the munificence
ard ganerosity and undsrstanding of the peopls of North Carolina and'a liberal
ILegislature. Again, naively and trustingly thinking that even the Negroes under
those conditions would be appreciative and would be courteous, we had the most
miserabls and tarrible experience that we have ever had in connection with a
sp2z2ch. When Iarrived, ;eoming through a platoon or company of Negrs ROTC
oificars, et cetara, I came to the aisle down which I was to go io the platform,
the Negroes, many of the Nezro students did not rise with the rest of the audience.
That disturbed me not because of me but for the respect of the office becaqse
traditionally always an audience, whethar Negr‘o or thte, #rises regardless of
who- . the Govarnor may be. Ihid it as best I could thinking there might be some

‘misundezstanding. When I got into my speech, which can be seen from the record
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as a fair speech, the Negro students begax; ghuffling thei» feet and began talking. I
turnsd to the then president, Bluiord, toward tha end of my apeach and saié. audibly,
"Shall I continue u.nder the ccnditions?"— I want to say, in spite of the fact the man
is dead, that if he had had either courags oi understanding he would have gotten up
and spoken to tha group. Instead of that, he said quits gquickly, *’Suit yourseli,
Governor.! And we finished with a fow choice remarks, which wers probably not
in the record, and then walked cut of the placs. We had told him ahead of time we
wera lsaving at the end of our speech. Ed, you will remembpexr that thers wers all
kinds of comments, editorials, rsleases, etc. And then Bluford, lamely, getting
some of hia professors and othars together and sending in what I call a note of
explanation, which they later called an apclagy for which I reiused to pay any
attantion to and recsived some criticism for this. But If{eit that what was dona
was absolutely inexcusabls and as a protaction to the Governor's cifics that we
should not aven give them the distinction of having anything 3aid about it Decause we
were in a battle then and we had a problem ahead of us and we knew theﬁ, if \\;e did
nﬁt lmow it befors, that tha Negroes were agzainst us from the 3tandpeoint of oificial
NAACP leadership, even though deep down If2lt then and I continued fo izel that the
ko ALY
bulk of Negroes are willing to goywith their own peopls because that i3 whars their
greatest chances were.
Johnston: The periocd immediately praczeding the delivery of the voluntary
separation speech was a very key period. The Pearsall commitiies, the oificial
state committee, had been activatad before that just a few weeks, and was in the
process of meeting‘ and discussing, and this pariod of lats J’ﬁne and July, thia

pazriod follows the speech you made, Covernor, explaining the implamenting decr2»
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that we rsier to, thers were letters coming into the Govarnor'a cifice and I
ramamber ons particularly from Mersdith College, irom a meamber of the faculty,

I don't re#:ember his name, in which he castigated tha Governor for failure to show
l2adership in this situation, and I rsmember that the Governor and I for some reason
wess leaving the office late -- rather unusual thing for us -- anyway we wers walking

to the Mansion and I remembper making the remark to the Governor that it was

Y 0,

ironic that the only real laadership that could be shown or could be exercised in
v

‘3/ this situation had to be one that gave ths appearance to the liberal group of no
.; - —_’_____’__/’
“y leadership. And that is the only way you could really exsrcise leadership. And

By
!
-~

that was based on a conversation we had had in hia cifics before we left. 3Ie wers
just discussing the whole basic problem here and I once outlined this thing for Tom
in a little diagram and it lands itself to a pencil drawing, but in words it beils

_<down to this: We found oursalves in a position with segregated schools, with a
populacs that waa, at least for the mosat part, detsrrnined to keep them segragatsd
and with a decision that was going to be binding on all of us that insisted that they
not be kept segrsgatad. That was our present position and we lmew that any

. awysr or right-thinking layman with dscant legal advice and honest legal advice, as

Pk

tha Dearasall committee members wers giving, must conclude that eventually, not

whan or how, but eventually, thers wers going to be some Negro childrenin schools

/

7 now exclusively for whites. That had to comé about because of the force of _njfx/og.,.

N

Efpublic' opinicn, the effactiveness of the dacree. Now, given those two thinga of
’______._..:_———-'

i

{ wha== wa we=s and whers we knew we had to come out, the question that remained

j
i
| for ua was how to get from where we were to whare ws had to come cut, and not

\

disgrace ourselves. And, of course, a very important factor in that, in order to

~ do any, and this ia the key to the leaderahip part, in order to do anything to gat
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from prasent status to future conclusions, you bad to maintain control. Wsa knsw that
A/ L

-
&

b : . : s :
‘- if you cama charging out of your present position with a banner saying, ''we're going

to obey the Suprame Court Cecision and we ars going to do this and we are going to

/ s T . -
/' put sorme Negroaa in the schoola in brder to keep from loasing our schools, we knew

/
that the result of that would be to loge conirol to tha then very vocal Beverly Laks and

the group that he was representing and building for the '56 primary. Thersfore, the

technique had to be one of k2oping a road open to the esventual conclusion down which

public opinion and the forcs of the decree could force you, but resisting at avery

/ point a3 far as you could legally. it is the same sort of philpsophy that Tom Pesarsall

o ———

mentioned sarlier that hagd really developed in these university cases, of rsaisting
a3 far as you could legally and decently, but always.lkeeping open the road down whrich

you could go to gat to that eventual landing place. Now the diffsrence between that
=

'l; . » . - . s - ~ - . ‘e | i
{ and what was done in Virginia i3 that instesad oif keeping that rcad open they setup a
i ) ————

/

———

/ legal barrier which you had to collide with and cause a disgraceiul explosion in your

‘_state. And that ia exactly what happened. It is sort of like walking down a dark
corridor at night and reaching out with your Ipot and being aure that the next door
you come to i3 open before you run into it. And that wasa the basic approacia o this

whole thing and that i3 what lad to thes littls remaxk about the only way you can

exercise ldadership is to appear to show none. e ok L
: gt .
Governor: I was thinking, Paul, that ﬁmwvhateveg‘;;m&aﬁberata plans

and programs of what would ultimately be good for North Carolina and the schoocl
children.

Rankin: Governor, we might summariza tothis point. That is, I think the

remarkable thing, looking back over the history of this thing, was the fact that sarly

in the game, even back in, as you say, the law school thing, that North Carolina
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showead an inherent modarats aporoach to this thing., They didn't raise thc'bloody
shirt to start off with and they showed some resason in their approcach. We all
;::acognize that upon the decision of May 17, 1954, Govarnor Umstead, if he had besen
_ ‘so inclined, if he had been a Harry McMullan, or Bex;e"rly‘ iake, ha could have done
a gresat deal to flip this stats over to say we'll re3ist and join the rest of the South.
Tha fact is that he didn't but was cautious and recognized the law a3 supresme, etc.
Howevar, we also rscognize that Governor Hodges, in coming in, if he had failt
strongly, because there had been no strong conclusion reachad by anybody at that
time, a3 you say we were in a period of what does this mean, Governor Hodges
could have turned this thing and turned the State and could have caused a great deal
of distress hers. We alao recoghize that the leadership exsrted by Tom Pearsall
and hia group was a continuing thrsad through the whole thing of a reascnabls

aporcach of what can we do rather than how can we stop this and how can we delay.

n

o Ithink we havs here many different factors and many diffarent people who were
working together. I think the unusual thing is that inherently, as you poiated out,
all that they werse {rying to say was what is the right thing to do, which I think is
rather remarkabls, rather than the approach taken by Beverly Lake and others that,
"7all, we'rs not going to stand for this and it is parsonally against my fzeling and
thersfore I am going to do everytkdag Ican to thwart the decision... "

Jchnston: If it closes aSchool.

Rankin: Yes, if it closes the school. Ithink i(;. is a rather remazkable thing and I
think your description here, Governor, is something we might point out. We had a
strzam, a3 you recall, of visiting firemen from the preéa. radio and television

literally from all over the world, and yet I think they went away with a good
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impression of North Carolina. This all helped to contribute to tha general under-
standing we had. Cna of the reasons that they did, especially among thoae‘who had
tha ability to be 2 littla cbjactive and undsrstand, was Paul’'a explanation which was
usad to say in talking to them, ''Look, we ars Point-A. We recognize we want o

go to Point Z. Wse bave to... (Johnsion interrupts)

Johnstom: Ws racognize we ares going to be thers whether ws want to or not.

Rankin: Yas, we are going to be thers. So the majority of our people don't recognize
that. They don't want to go thers. They don’t think they ars going to have to go
thers. And then we just spellad it out in the sirrple terms that he did, and invariabdly
it brought understanding to these pecpls f{rom ouiside the State who aaid why hasn't
Jﬁorth Carolina done something. And I think this was one of those things, as we went
along, contributed to a beiter understanding.

Govermor: Ed, you remember for the record that among that group that came was

a team that came from the Voice of America, which paid a tribute to North Carolina
: . o I

through a world-wide broadcast q- whaf:\had 255 done, how =3 =5y done it, what
did ‘gggy think about the situatien.

Jonnston: ILet me, if Imay. This 3ams period, thers iz another peoint harethat i3
very vital which ties in. In '53, July, immediately preceding the voluniary separation
speech, that the draft on that, I prepared the first draft aiter diacussing it with the
Governor, and then he discussed it with Tom Pearsall, Colonel Joyner and the
members of the Pearsall Commitiee, and of course you went over it, Ed, and Bob,
IBeliave you saw a draft on it. Anyway, Ed Gill waa very helpiul in it. Thaze waa

a key paragraph in that first draft and it was this. It was calling for voluntary

separation and then saying let's not applaud those faw who manags to gat themssalves
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admittad into 3 whits school. You remember that?

Governor; Yes. 3

Johnston: And ths question was, you se2 we had never said, nobody in an official
po3ition had ever admitted that there wa3z ever going '.;o be any intagration. We had
implied it by removing the racs factors and all that, but we had never rsally raised
the poasibility definitsly that there was gqing to be some integration,

Covernor: With this exception. Bevérky‘: Laks rai.sed,tbefore the Suprem§ Court in
tha spring of '35.

Jonnston: VYes.

Govaernor: Ina nagétive way.

Johnstom: That'a true. PRut we had never admitted it.

Cilas: This is Giles putting in 2 correction. Beverly Lake raised it befors the

Supreme Court in a very positive way.

Johnston: All right. That paragraph was the subject of a grsat deal of worry and
discussing and we put it in one time and then take it out, put it back and take it out,
and finally we decided, well, we just aren't ready for that to be said and it just better
not be said and anyway it ia hypotheiical and znaybe, at thiszZage, we can say that it
izn't necsssary becauss it hada't happened'and maybe somathing will happen and it
wen't ba nacesaary. So ‘;he eventual deciszion waa to leave it out. Tom, Iam sure
you will remember that paragraph. And we never did say that, and actually the only
time when it ever got said, ina backha;:dcd way, was in the report of the second
Pearsall committes in what was provided to do if and when there wﬁs integration.
Thers was your first r=al admission that there was going to be some.

Governos:™ That report came in the spring of '56.
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Johnaton: T\hat's rigat. It came way down the road. One othar very interssting itam
{ ) :

t

i R ; - ; 3 G .
hers that tias in with current evsnts. =Ed Rankin will ramember this. You ware out

of town. It was maybe two weeks befors you were going to make this speech. You
N >,
N, N

T B < <.
had already said you were going to come cut with a plan in your statsment defiending

. Beverly Laks. The present Democratic nominee for the govsrnorship came into the

Governor's cifice just to say hello.

Governoxr: Who is this?

Johnéton: Terry Sanford. And Ed and I were working on ﬂﬁa thing and Ta2rry said he
just came in to caution us io please persuade the Govarnor not to say anything. Juat
don't say anything about this problam any mors=.

Rankin: Don't say anything against the NAACP? specifically.

J o.hnston: Just don't say anything about it.

Rankin: Don't attack the NAACP. He emphasized that.

Governor: He said that? |

Rankin: Yas, sir.

.fo':mston: And I 3aid to Terry, "Well, Terry, something has got io be done, ! I said
that the people are damanding that somsahing be done. The Pearsall commitiee i3
worlking and it's just got to be. ©Ch no, the best thing you could 49 is juat say, well, you
just not going to say anything olse about it. Don't even talk about it. Ixrsmember
thatwery well.

Goverrmf: .That's something I didn't know.

Gilea: Just for the record, let me add this as to some of the things that happened in

the Attorney General's oifice in the early fall, lats summer and early fall of '55.

vou recall that Beverly Lake, in the spring of '55, had raprasanted the Attorney
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Gzneral in arguing the second case befors the Suprsme Court.
Govarnor: Cf the Unitad States.

Cilas: Of the United States in which the brief was presentad on behali of the State, in

efisct, asking the Court to follow, to adopt a local option or e.; local system of
eniorcament by putting it back to the ;iistrict couris and let them work it cut in
accordance with local circumstances. That's a basic thread zunning through the
argumant of the brief. Now in the course of the oral argument Mr. Lake was askad
by Justice Reid of the Court whether, under the laws oi North Carclina, there could
be any integration and the stenograpnic tranacript of that argument shows th.at
axgomendx Mr. Lake says, 'Of course there can be, Mr. Reid. U;;\der the laws of
onr State Negro children can attend a achool with wh.i‘ta children. We have a pupil
assignment statuts which has no reference to race. Idrafted that law and I spoke
befors a lagislative committee and I was asked if it would permit integration and I
told that committee that it would." That i3 just a matter of record and the exact
wording of the oral argument can be picked up from the transcript. Now, by
August '55, you rscall that Mr. Lake had been speaking out in various public
spesches over the Stats. It was svident that he was not sPe;}ciing with the
authorization of the Attorney General. Neither did he ape#k the policy of the Stats
as understood by the Governor, but at the same time both the Governor and the
Attorney General had to handls that particular problem delicately and, as I recall,
Judge Rodman had emphasized that Mr. Iaks was speaking as an individual which
he waa perisctly entitled to do. He waa. a good lawyer, but he did not speak for the
Attorney General's office or the Attorney General because basic decisions on these
policy mattars had not been rsached. By September, '55, the feeling there had

become pratty clear cut and, fortunately, Mz. Lake decided that he would go into
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private law practice. That decision waa made and announced shortly aiter I went to
the Attorney General's office, to be done in October. So thers wasa perio-d of almost
two months thexfe where Mr. Lake, knowing he was going to leave, but he was atill in
tha oifice and he was still treatad as the a2xpert on this particular problem, and had to
ba dealt as such by the Attorney General.

Covsrnor: Hes had not gone when you got there?

Giles: No, sir. There was about a two-month's overlap. Now as a matter of fact,

of course, Mr. Rodman did not have personal confidence in him arnd did not really
rely. on him, but for the record aa well a3 to get whatever value there was all of the
mattars then in the Attorney General's office of cases, etc., Mr. Rodman wa3 very
careful to bring Mz. Lake into it and insist that he be in it. A3 an example of the .
relationship there, you recall that the University cass was then pending, rzlating
to the under-graduate achool. We had had some integration at the graduate lavel,

s/
/ but never at the undar-graduate. The decision waa made by the University Trustses

that that would not be done excapt by court order, and the mattsr waa then pending

\“‘.
in the district court in Greensboro in the fall of '55. Mr. Lake did not waant o

participate in the worlkings on the case, IHe did not want to go io Greensboro for
the oral argument and, if my memory is corrsct, Mr. Rodman mads it plain that
hs was going and he wrote him officially, for the rescord, a laiter telling him that
he would go to Greensboro and be with him in the court for the oral argument on
that case., Well, it was obvious to Mr. Rodman and those of us working with him

that Mr. Lake simply did not want to be
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associated in a case that he knew, everybody knew, the State could not win, 'but that
wa3 an intaresting raflection at that time on ths relationship in the oifice and on the
attit‘u.da taken by Mr. Laks., Now, on the other item of trying to give some concretz
study and think out specifically on the matter of a local option plan and just how that
would ba done. I had a lot of conversation with Mr. Rodman during 3eptember, and I
_ 3
beliave Mr. Rodman, I understood him to say--i L-ac?’e not met Governor Hodges except
casually I beliava way back in the summer;-that he had mentioned this possibility to
tha Governor, and I think in paasing the Governor said, ""Well, see what you can work
out specifically., Give us something in writing." So we drafted letters, a possible
latter from the Governor to Mr. Rodman asking him to do this, and a letter from Mr,
Rodman o the Governor transmitting basic thoughts on it. I don't think thoss letters

ever

got out of tha Attorney General's office. The rea.sonl\tha.t we could analyze and
work out 2 system of local option elactions, but we got hamstrung on how we would
work out a éystem of tax rebates to equalize your financial support there and maks it
in a sensible manner. Now on through--I am going to rush ahead on through these
months there--on into the fall of '55 and into December, I don't know that Mr. Ro&ﬁ:an
evar mantioned this to the Governor, but Mr, Rodman got a little impatient with the
committee, with thas advisory committae, :

Govearaor: You mean the Pearsall Committee?

Gilas: The Pearsall Committee. Ha felt that the committee was just going up the hill

and down the hill, having a lot of meetings, lot of discussions and just wasn't getting
anywhers, There were a few basic points that they could make a decision on. Mr.

Rodman by that time was, for example, very well convinced on the advisability of local
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option elactions; whatever elss you did, that would be legal and would be aarfsibla, so
that, in the final analysis,. if thers wers any integration at any place in the Stats then
you could say to them, "All right, if you don't like it you can vote on. it." He may not
have mentioned this, but he privately expreaéed a littl@ concarn that tha commi..ttea

was not coming to grip on the basic points as rapidly as he thought that they probably
could, and we had a lot of discussion on that and somewhers in December tha thought
came up, for the first time that I find in niy notes hers, of local option slactions and
tuition grants and I believe at that time, along about December, Virginia had comea

out with her Gray committss report, and if I racall that committae recommendead
tuition grants along with letting each community handle it in its own way. 350 the maitar
of tuition grants by then in the Attorney Ge#eral‘;: office, although Judge Rodman,

with my help in soma extent, in August '55 had gone to the Count.:y Commissionars

ard more or less thrown a little watex on the idea of using tuition grants to handle this.
Both of us now wers convinced that as one of the possibilities of the total picture taat

it would be all right legally depending on how it worked out nractically, but again back
in August he was talking in terms of absolutes~—~that iz, usa this absolutely tuition
grant to maintain absolute sagregation and he said, Wall, you probably can‘*; do it
bacausa, and he had to say that becausa that was the proposal being put iorward by
Beverly Lake, why surs we don't have to have any intsgration bacause you caa usa tha
G. 1. Bill approach to prevent it absolutely. So by Decamber of '55, so far a3 the legal
aspeact went, we were ready to admit the possibility of using tuition granta as onsa of the
items in the total picture and then realizing that whether or not in a given case it would

stand up would dspend on all the circumstances in that casa. If you had one eatire school
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which last weelk closed down and next week it opsnad up and put through everybody on a
tuition grant and.thay rentad tha building from the local achool boa;d, they hired ail tha
taachars who wers formerly public school tsachers a week ago and they picked right up
whara you could reason that the cour*_._:_ likely would say, :.neu that is rsally a public
school. It iz permeated with the public aspects Now, all during this period I had no
contact, I had no particular, I did not sit in with any of the advisory committee
deliberations, so I don't know all of tha talk that went on thers, but you could pick up
thars and {ill in.

Governor: That is the new Ps=arsall committea that did that, seven members authorized

by tha '55 General Assembly.

Giles: That's right, sir, Decembar '55. As I recall soms of your basic decizions were

mada about that time, in December, January, the following January.
Johnston: Before Tom starts, I would just liks to say he probably didn't know how

maay hills you did go up and down with T. Taylor and Tom Xllis.

Govsrnor Hodges: Tom hadn't coms in then.

Johnaton: Yes, they had.

Daarsall: I read you here, They cams in in Septsmber of '55,

Johnaton: It was up and down the hill, wasn't it, Tom?

Paarsallt I have two thoughts hare. First, I want to add to your general thought about

the importance, the part that the leadership North Carolina had played in the whole

picturs. I,made the statement geveral times. I think maybe I am qualified to do it
. \

~

bacausa I have watched it over a period of seven or eight years, starting back with the

Univarsity case and I have seen the effect of leadership, and I have contrasted it to




.437"

{Record 10)
-what has happenad in other states, I think perhaps if you put your finger on one thing
that's the key to the way we have handled it in North Carolina it could be 'tha- kind of
leadership w2 hava had. And I wantto give you some concresiz examplas of it. As we
have studiad this thing all the way through, I have been impreassed by the fact that tha
neople generally, intelligent people, wers just so lost as ta how to approach thiz thing
tha’; they wem ready and willing to take anybody's advice who had studisd it, anybody
who was in authority and was ready to express an opinion with some degr#e of reason
and judgment, so to speak. They were ready and anxdous fo take it. Now, that startad
with our Governox Tﬁey didn't go oif immediately to make political hay out of it.
That i3 I think the distinction between North Caroclina and the other Southern Statas.
It ha3 been injected into politics in all the otheri states, It has been an issue in tha
primaries and the general elactions. And the officials of other states mada statements
sarly in the game, which thaydidn't want to eat, and they had fo. They said they

. ~ _ AP
weren't going to have it--you know those types of statemsants they have bad=-but thay
are going to have it, They already have it. But fortunately in North Carolina,
beginning with Bill Umstead and taken up with Govsrnor Hodgss, they have bzen sensibia
and reasonable enocugh to not make those statemants. I think it is a grsal cradit toths
leadsr3hip of North Carolina that they haven't resorted to this sort of thing fo g2t
elacted to public office., Some of the things this committee did, some of the thinga Paul
did, Ed Gill did, you referred to some of tham, wers juat as important almost as tha
origin of these statutes, these assignmeﬁt billa, etc. I havs rasfsrenca to k2sping

tha thing out of politics. There was a time whan thasa letters were pourmg in to

Beverly Laks, as you T:mtawT and the question, he had to meet i, And ths way you met
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it with the statement about Kelly Alexander was a good example. Sa it haan't been
only a mattar of legalistic approach to it, but it has been a matter of I:eepir;g it out of
politica. As a result North Ca.roiina never did get in the hole, whers it3 Governors
had said we are going to do this or we are not going to do that, A lot of friends of
yours in othe> states wish, Iknow, manya ;ime they had never made any stataments.
They would have been in a lot better shape if they hadn't. I think that, pefhaps, is
the key to the whole thing., INow, again, an example of how our pecple followed leader-
shin, The General Aasembly of 1953, with a little exception {Worthington), jus;t
swallowed cut the assignment statute, hook, sinkei and line. I remember falking to
a lot of the Senators. I remember, particularly, I had a conferenca with Senator
Calvin Graves. This fellow does his own thinking. Ha had sc:;xe misgivings about
our bill, but he said, '"You boys have studied it. We don't lmoﬁ. We are going to
fcllow you. "' In the special sesaion, Jim Vogler, I recall, he had some section he
wantad amended, but his final conclusion was, '"Well, you bays have studiad this thing.
We don't know. Wa will aceept it, "' Well, that is the way people have been willing to
fzllow leadership in Nozth Carolina. The kind of leadership we havse bad througja. our
Covernors is, in my opinion, perhaps the key to ths whole thing. I think undoubtedly
that the peovple of this State could have been led aa wild as Virginia, South Carolina
or anybody slse. Ihave seen them gst so kesy=d up that the least push would have
pushed them over the brink to some drastic action.

Johnston: I think this last primary shows what could be done.
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Pearsall: We had studiad that, Yous 3ee, that was one of our jobs. Both committae
jobs ware to sense public gsentiment about this thing, . We sensed it all the x;rhile,
knaw theres was a potential dangéz; hare, a tarﬁblo one, a3 indicated by thia last

primary. i :

Johnston: 'That's four yeara removed from where we were.

Pearsall: : ¥ anybedy is evsr going to record the history of this sffort in Noxth
Carzolina, that's the theme. The golden thresad that cught to run 21l the way through

t, iz the fact that we have had in thia Stata the lsadarship that was realistic and was
detarmined to presérva the public schools in this State and would not use the situation
to thair political advantage or 3elfish peraonal advantags.

Rangkin: ‘I..‘e't mé addA-to this that not only yz;m have had the leadexrship but you had the
skill to do what Paul pointed out in that it takes mors than jﬁst courage of saying,
"Weall, this is right. ' In other words, as many ministers would say, “All right, this
ia the court's decision; this i3 the law. * So it took mors, this lsadership involved

the skill and the understanding
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Rankin: One factor, I belieave, Governor, in the whole picture of ha.ndling‘the
segragation problem in North Carolina was the daily »asponaibility of getting
information to the people about what wa3s happening and dealing through news media,
nawspapers, radio, tslevision, as well as our Stax‘;a press -- all thesa I think were
instrumental in ocne way or the other of iniorming the people of the State. And 1
think it is a r=al tributs to you and to the way you handled yourself {rom the very
firat day you came into cifice when you ga&ned the rsapect and the undersStanding

of the press, particularly the Northlcarolinz daily press and the wire services.
And I think this carriad over into ths segrsgation situation where they would treat
you fairly, and did treat you fairly, and the majority of the daily papers in North '
Ca=plina consistently, I think, followed you editorially in this whole approach to the
Pearsall Plan. They were gquick to admit the complexity of the izsues, the gravity
of the problem and would tend to, if there were a doubt, go with the Governor on
thzg3e things. And z:i‘so they were quick to condemn viclence and they wers quick

to condemn the actions of some of these, ﬁxe more, the group that we did not want
support from. This got to be a rather involved thing, though, and I think in smdyﬁg
tha record of this we ought to go back and look at what was said by the daily news-
papar3, editorial columns, particulariy during the campaign,for the build up to

tha special session and to see what newspapers did support you. Andas Irecalla
great majority of them did. You had a few very active of:ponenxs. such as the
Ralzigh NEWS AND OBSERVER and the RALEIGH TIMES. But by and large the
press of the Stats has cooperatad with you, even when they didn't agrea. with you,
they respected you and they gave you exceilent coveragé f{rom the standpoint of what

you had, etc. Now the out-of-state picture was also equally important. While your
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attitude §n this was, so far as I am concarﬁe&, a very wise policy, was not to
comment on what happened in othar states, you certainly were beaeiged by
reporters, editors, journalista, visiting firemen of all types, on what's happening
in North Carolina. And you talked to them freely and-frankly and at great length,

a3 you would recall if we went back and checked the books. A number of people
caxﬁe in here irom sverything, including the Caradian Broadcasting Corporation man
who thought the Negroe had to walk in the strests when ha met a white man on the
sidewalk and all the strange folks we did meet -~ we had them from Europe, {rom
Australia, from South Africa, we had peopls irom the magazines and from naws-
paper chains, N3G, et cetera -- all of them wers seaking information and
evaMy they ended up in the Governo'r's cifice and here we tried to give tham a
fair interpretation and undersmdi;zg of what was happening and at the same time

I think you ought to say something about some of the real serious moolems we facsd
in misrepresentation of what happened. I think perhaps the test axample of this is
what happened in the NEW YORX TIMES.

Governor: Ed4, Iam glad to have had you put in proper perspective and for the
record not only the relationships you and I had with the prsas and other news media
but the perfscily marvelous attitude and action atiributed by these peopls. Ihave
said before and I will say again, Ihave a great affsction for the press corps, people
who represent all lines of communication and they have been vary fair, basically, in
their reporting, in their editorializing, and in their handling of news. Thexrs axre
always one or two exceptions, but that adds to ths spice of lifz and keeps you on guard.

Basically, through all this period, I think the newspapers, although the public

mis uUaderstands them, they are always looking for something of a news-naturs, uaually
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controveray. They, on this delicata issue, handled themsslves extremely well, and I
would like to say it. Now for ths papers and other communication media outside of
Morth Carolina who camse to North Caroslina, particularly in September of '57 at the
time thres local school boards, under 5tata law and of their own initiative, did some
intagration. Iam thinking of the half dosen studenta at Greensboro, the three oi four
or mors at Charlotts, and the cne at Winston-Salem. This was in the period of a fortnight
bafore the Littla Rock sxplosions. The way it was handled theres can best be explained
and understood by looking at the rscord and in the Governor's office files thers isa
very thick volume of correspondenca with the editor of the NEW YORX TIMES,
managing Editor, Mr. Turner Catledge, I believe. The way that fila started and the
way it was built up can be explained brieily on two incidents. One, having to do with
the achools I have just mentionsd in North Carolina. The other having to do, as you
will r=call, with a speech I was invited to make at the New York City Rotary Club. I
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