“WITHOUT SANCTUARY: Lynching Photography in America”

Atlanta Exhibition Content

ENTRANCE

· Poem, If We Must Die, Claude McKay, 1919
If We Must Die

If we must die, let it not be like hogs

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,

While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,

Making their mock at our accursed lot.

If we must die, O let us nobly die,

So that our precious blood may not be shed

In vain; then even the monsters we defy

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!

O kinsmen we must meet the common foe!

Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,

And for their thousand blows deal one deathblow!

What though before us lies the open grave?

Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,

Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!







–– Claude McKay, 1919

· Visitor’s Advisory

This exhibition contains graphic photographs of lynchings, which may be disturbing, particularly to young viewers.

While you are in the exhibition, please help to maintain an environment suitable to respect, reflection and quiet conversation.



Please, no food, drink, photography, video or audiotaping is permitted.

VESTIBULE
· Strange Fruit

Strange Fruit, written as a poem in 1937, but transformed into a somber and haunting anthem in 1939, remains one of the world’s most recognizable artistic anti-lynching statements. Abel Meeropol, a white, Jewish schoolteacher in New York City, writing under the pseudonym Lewis Allan, first composed the poem in protest of lynching. In his own words: "I wrote 'Strange Fruit' because I hate lynching, and I hate injustice, and I hate the people who perpetuate it." After sharing it with Billie Holliday in 1939 at Café Society, a Greenwich Village an integrated nightclub and gathering spot for progressives and the left community, it was reborn as a song that became a signature for the late singer.

The song brought together two artists whose lives were distinctly different, but who used their talent and their art to shed light on racism and injustice in the United States. Meeropol was a political activist and member of the Communist party and was a prolific writer of poetry as well as a screenwriter. He was active in union organizing for teachers, and maintained a lifelong vision of harmony between the races. Holliday, self-described as a ‘Race Woman,’ infused her music with the hurt, pain and suffering she saw and heard in the Black community. She narrated that suffering, as well as the spirit of resistance that opposed it, with a distinctive and unique style of delivery.

These two talents, together, crafted a message for the ages that resonated as much with civil rights and anti-apartheid activists, as it did with anti-lynching forces. It has been re-recorded over 100 times and many versions, like that by Grammy award winner Cassandra Wilson, keep alive the spirit of anger, defiance and outrage first heard 65 years ago.

Strange Fruit

Southern trees bear a strange fruit,

Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,

Black body swinging in the Southern breeze,

Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Pastoral scene of the gallant South,

The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth,

Scent of magnolia sweet and fresh,

And the sudden smell of burning flesh!

Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck,

For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck,

For the sun to rot, for a tree to drop,

Here is a strange and bitter crop.
· Map of Lynching Incidence and Text

The map provides a graphic representation of lynching incidence across the country by region and state. Lynchings are said to have taken place in every state in the United States except for four. Scholars often calculate lynching statistics from 1882, where reliable statistics are first available, to 1968 when occurrence of classical forms of lynching are said to have disappeared. However, these statistics refer only to reported or recorded lynchings, and do not account for those that took place in secret and were never entered into an official record. The states of the cotton belt south, Mississippi, Georgia, Texas, and Louisiana, recorded the highest number of lynchings during these years.

The total number of lynchings that occurred in the U.S, this period is placed somewhere around 4,743, with 3,446 of the victims Black men and women. 

Despite the decline in lynching incidence, in recent years there have been cases where lynch law is said to have been applied. In each of these the victim had been subjected to some form of mutilation or torture before or after being killed.

MAIN EXHIBITION AREA

The frames in the exhibit were fabricated from Oak, the state tree of Georgia.

(Wall items, beginning with left)

· Wood fragment


Inscription on envelope reads:

“Wood fragment from tree mob hung Negroes in 

New Orleans given to me


Judge Clark H. Johnson, Superior Court, Rhode Island.”

· Army Tank Captured by Missouri Lynch Mob

· Freed suspects in the Lloyd Warner lynching with American flag as crowd hails them as 


Heroes.  St. Joseph, Missouri


November 30, 1933

· After sensational lynchings at St. Joseph crowds surround charred body of Lloyd Warner. 


November 29, 1933


St. Joseph, Missouri

· The Lynching of Will (‘Froggie’) James 

November 11, 1909


Cairo, Illinois 


Four Postcards

After the discovery of the body of a white woman, Anna Pelley, who had been murdered authorities arrested four African-Americans, William (Frog or Froggie) James, Arthur Alexander, Will Thomas and a woman described as “a Negress named Green”, were arrested for murder. The night of his arrest, James was abducted from the jail by a mob and forced to confess to the crime. 

The horrific nature of James’ subsequent lynching highlights the level of brutality that was characteristic of many incidents that involved mob justice.

After James was hung and his body riddled with bullets, his heart was cut out of his dead body, and sliced and the pieces distributed as mementos. He was then burned and left in the street where, later, onlookers combed the ashes for souvenirs. It was reported that five hundred white women helped pull the rope that hoisted him to be hung.

James’ murder attracted nationwide attention and also marked an important moment in the career of Ida B. Wells-Barnett. After being urged by her daughter, Alfreda, she traveled to Cairo to lead the effort to make local authorities shoulder the blame for James’ death and to provide evidence of his innocence. Her investigations and reports were a major factor in the Governor’s decision to uphold the dismissal of Sheriff Frank E. Davis who had been responsible for James’ safety.

· The Lynching of Will ‘Froggie’ James

November 11, 1909



Cairo, Illinois

· The lynching of four unidentified African Americans. 

Circa 1900, location unknown

· The Lynching of Bennie Simmons 

Soaked in coal oil before being set on fire,

June 13, 1913, Anadarko, Oklahoma

· The lynching of Laura Nelson

May 25, 1911 

Okemah, Oklahoma

Etched in the negative: 

“COPYRIGHT – 1911 – G.H. FARNUM, OKEMAH, OKLA 2898.” 

Stamp on reverse, “UNMAILABLE.”

An NAACP investigation found that Laura Nelson was arrested on suspicion of murdering a deputy sheriff after he discovered stolen goods in her possession. She, along with her son, said to be about 15 years of age, were taken from their jail cells and dragged about six miles and hung from a bridge at the Canadian river. The report goes on to say that she was sexually assaulted before she was hung.

In “Thirty Years of Lynching in the United States”,  the NAACP reported that sixty-one women and girls were lynched in the U.S. from 1889-1918. Eleven of this total were white and fifty were black. In 1912 The Crisis, the journal of the NAACP, while commenting on the lynching of Ann Bostwick  in Georgia (June 24 or 25)  quoted a Cincinnati Inquirer story that stated:

The truth is that there is general rejoicing over the lynching of the Negress and the lynchers are known to everybody. The Negress was lynched from an auto. The machine in which she was sitting was driven under a tree, a rope placed around her neck and the other end tied to a limb of a tree. The machine was started at high speed and the Negress left hanging. Her body was then shot to pieces. Her eyes were shot out and such a fusillade directed at her waist that she was cut in two. 

· The Lynching of Laura Nelson and her son, with onlookers.

May 25, 1911 


Okemah, Oklahoma


Etched in the negative: 


“COPYRIGHT – 1911 – G.H. FARNUM, OKEMAH, OKLA 2897.

· Leo Frank 

Marietta, Georgia

August 16, 1915

The lynching of Leo Frank, is widely considered to be the only lynching of a Jewish individual in United States history. In 1913 Frank was convicted, with dubious evidence, of the murder of Mary Phagan, a 13-year-old girl employed in his Atlanta factory. Frank’s four-month trial ended in his conviction and a death sentence. All of his appeals were denied and, after an unsuccessful, and final, hearing before the U.S. Supreme Court in April 1915, his supporters moved to obtain a grant of executive clemency.

After a prolonged and contentious struggle, Governor John Slaton commuted Frank’s death sentence to life imprisonment. But the clamoring for Frank’s death did not end with the Governor’s action and, on August 16, 1915, he was abducted from the prison where he was incarcerated and hung. Commenting on Frank’s death, historian Lucian Knight unabashedly wrote, “no finer piece of Ku-Kluxing was ever known in Georgia…”

In 1986, seventy-one years after his murder, Leo Frank was pardoned, and the state acknowledged that he was, in effect, innocent.

· Leo Frank 


August 16, 1915


Marietta, Georgia

· David Jackson


No date


McDuffie County, Georgia

David Jackson, found Dec 14, 1961.  Police claim that the corpse was

not handcuffed when found, leading to the conclusion that the man committed

suicide. Thirty years later one of the two young boys who first came upon the corpse told an Augusta News Station this wasn't so: the body was handcuffed.

· Unidentified


(ca. 1910-11)


Demorest, Georgia

Printed at Fisher Studio, Demorest, Georgia. 

Based on probable date of photograph.  The three men may have been Dawson Jordan, Charles Pickett, and Murray Burton lynched in Ellaville, Schley County, Georgia, on 

April 8, 1911 for alleged involvement in a murder.

· Four photographs of the lynching of an unidentified African-American male in a coastal Georgia swamp.


Ca. 1902
· Joe Richardson 


September 26, 1913


Leitchfield, Kentucky

About one o’clock in the morning on September 26, 1913 a mob from Leitchfield, 

Kentucky took Joe Richardson from his county jail cell and hanged him on the public square. 

Richardson had allegedly assaulted an eleven-year old white girl named Ree Goff.  His body remained hanging from the tree shown in the photograph well into the morning.

· Multiple lynch victims, 


July 31, 1908


Russellville, Logan County, Kentucky


Lithographed postcard

Reverse reads:” Another (word illegible) of negros [sic] 

that was lynched in Russelville, Kentucky.”

Color postcard reads: “Taken from death”.

Reverse reads: “I bought this in Hopkinsville 15 cents each. 

They are not on sale openly. I forgot to send it to just now 

I ran across it. I read an account of the night riders affairs 

where it says these men were hung without cause or reason 

whatever. A law was passed forbidding these to be sent thru 

the mail or to be sold anymore.”

According to a publication of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Thirty Years of Lynching in the United States, 1889-1918 Virgil Jones, Robert Jones, Thomas Jones and Joseph Riley were lynched in Russellville, Logan County, Kentucky for “expressing sympathy with the murder of a white man”. 

· The lynching of five African-American males:

Nease Gillespie, John Gillespie, “Jack” Dillingham, Henry Lee and 


George Irwin, with onlookers. 

Printed on border: “Nease and John Gillespie and Jack Dillingham, murderers of the Lyerly family. Lynched August 6, 1906. Salisbury, N.C.”


August 6, 1906

Salisbury, North Carolina

· Photo of Black man hung from sign, lower torso covered with white sack.

(no date)


Iberville Parish, Louisiana (?)

· The Lynching of George Hughes

Sherman Texas

May 9, 1930

On May 3, 1930 Hughes alleged to have attacked the wife of his employer. He was charged with two counts of criminal assault and his trial set for May 9, 1930.  Rumors surrounding the case suggested that Hughes had raped the woman three times in succession, had mutilated her breasts and throat, and had infected her with a venereal disease. The judge in the case soon found that the Texas Rangers he’d secured to maintain order at the trial were no match for the crowds that had come to Sherman. 

After about 3 hours the crowd demanded that Hughes be turned over to them before being turned away by the armed guards and tear gas.  After being repulsed a young boy in the crowd is reported to have set fire to the courthouse forcing everyone out. Attempts to extinguish the fire were foiled when members of the crowd slashed the hose. Hughes, it is said, was given the choice of running out or staying behind in the Clerk’s vault of the courthouse, a steel and concrete fireproof room. He chose to remain behind and a bucket of water was left with him.

After the courthouse had completely burned members of the mob battled members of the militia who had been sent to quell the disturbance. The militiamen were driven off and the crowd proceeded to blast the door from the vault with dynamite. Hughes was discovered dead inside the safe, his head crushed by fragments of the blast.

His body was dragged out of the rubble and dumped on the ground where a chain was fastened to his neck. His body was dragged through the streets near a hotel that was owned by local blacks. The hotel was looted, and set on fire while Hughes dead, lifeless body was hanged to a tree. A fire was lit beneath him using chairs and furnishings taken from the hotel and other shops. The mob then continued to burn black establishments throughout the town including two undertaking establishments, two cafes, doctor’s, dentists, and lawyer’s offices, and the Oddfellows Hall.

When Hughes’ body was cut down, the two black undertakers could not offer a proper burial because their establishments had been destroyed.

· Burned body of George Hughes

Sherman, Texas



May 9, 1930
· Burned body of George Hughes hung by chain

Sherman, Texas



May 9, 1930
· Crowd at lynching of George Hughes

Sherman, Texas



May 9, 1930

· Burning Courthouse



Sherman, Texas



May 9, 1930

· The lynching of Jesse Washington 

May 16, 1916, 


Waco, Texas.

Inscription on reverse reads: “This is the barbecue we had last night my picture is to the left with a cross over it your sone, [sic] Joe.”

After this lynching, Washington’s corpse was placed in a burlap bag and dragged around City Hall Plaza, through the main streets of Waco, and seven miles to Robinson, where a large Black population resided. His charred corpse was hung for public display in front of a blacksmith shop. The sender of the card, Joe Meyers, an oiler at the Bellmead car department and a Waco resident, marked his photo with a cross (now an ink smudge to left of victim). 

· Spectators at the Lynching of Jesse Washington. 

May 16, 1916, Waco Texas.

Jesse Washington was a mentally retarded seventeen-year-old boy. On May 8, 1916, Lucy Fryer, a white woman, was murdered in Robinson, seven miles from Waco. Washington, a laborer on her farm, confessed to the murder. In a brief trial on May 15, the prosecution had only to present a murder weapon and Washington’s confession. The jury deliberated for four minutes, and the guilty verdict was read to shouts of, “Get that Nigger!”

The boy was beaten and dragged to the suspension bridge spanning the Brazos River. Thousands roared, “Burn him!” Bonfire preparations were already under way in the public square, where Washington was beaten with shovels and bricks. Fifteen thousand men, women, and children packed the square. They climbed up poles and onto the tops of cars, hung from windows, and sat on each other’s shoulders. Children were lifted by their parents into the air. Washington was castrated, and his ears were cut off. A tree supported the iron chain that lifted him above the fire of boxes and sticks. Wailing, the boy attempted to climb the skillet-hot chain. For this the men cut off his fingers. The executioners repeatedly lowered the boy into the flames and hoisted him out again. With each repetition, a mighty shout was raised.

During this same year the NAACP officially launched its anti-lynching crusade and, as part of its campaign, published a pamphlet entitled The Waco Horror, that graphically described and condemned the torture and hanging of Jesse Washington.

· The lynching of Lige Daniels

August 3, 1920. 

Center, Texas

Reverse of postcard has ink inscription: “This was made in the court yard, In Center, Texas, he is 16 year old Black boy, he killed Earl’s Grandma, she was Florence’s mother. Give this to Bud. From Aunt Myrtle.”

Captain W.A. Bridges of the Seventh Cavalry was wired orders from Austin to protect Lige Daniels from the threat of mob violence. His excuse for failing to follow orders was the inability to “find any members of my company in time for mobilization.” One thousand men stormed the Center, Texas jail, battered down the steel doors, wrecked the cell, chose a courthouse yard oak, and lynched Lige Daniels.

· The lynching of Rubin Stacy (sometimes written Reuben Stacy)

July 19, 1935. 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

After an alleged assault on a white woman, Stacy was arrested and slated for transfer to a Dade County jail in Miami. According to Deputy Sheriff Virgil Wright, during the transfer he and his deputies were “overpowered” by over 100 masked men who seized Stacy, shot him, hanged him to a roadside tree, and then continued to riddle his body with bullets. According to the New York Times. “Subsequent investigation revealed that Stacy, a homeless tenant farmer, had gone to the house to ask for food; the woman became frightened and screamed when she saw Stacy’s face.”

· Italian Labor Organizers, Angelo Albano 


and Castanego (or Castenege) Ficcarota


Sept. 20, 1910.


Tampa, Florida

Inked inscription on reverse: “Labor agitators lynched during the cigar

Makers strike, Tampa, Fla.”

During the six-month cigar maker’s strike of 1910, a cigar factory employee was shot on September 16 as he emerged from his automobile to report for work. It was reported that the shots came from a crowd of strikers and Albano and Ficcarota were arrested and charged with attempted murder. During their transfer to a Tampa county jail, it was reported that twenty to thirty armed men seized the prisoners and hung them from an oak tree. Pinned to Albano’s clothes was a note that warned: “Beware Others take notice or go the same way. We know seven more. We are watching you. If any more citizens are molested, look out. Justice”

· UNTITLED

Bludgeoned body of African-American male, propped in rocking chair, blood spattered clothes, 

white and dark paint applied to face, circular disks glued to cheeks, cotton glued to face and head, shadow of a man using rod to prop up the victim’s head. 

Circa 1900

(Items in cases)

· Women Lynched in the UNITED STATES Since 1889


NAACP Mimeo, October 1925 

· Ella Watson, “Cattle Kate” 

July 22, 1889

Sweetwater, Johnson County, Wyoming

Although the inscription is dated 1892, at least one set of records indicates that Watson was lynched for cattle stealing on July 22, 1889 along with James Averill.

Ink inscriptions on gilt-edged matte: “Ella Watson, ‘Cattle Kate.’ Happier

Days. She was by cruel barons lynched in the Johnson County Wars – 1892”

Studio sticker in shape of painter’s palette: “Aberdeen Art Studio.” 

On back of mount:

“FROM THE WESTERN COLLECTION OF CAPTAIN FRENCH.”

· The lynching of Frank Embree

July 22, 1899 

Fayette, Missouri

· The lynching of Frank Embree

July 22, 1899 

Fayette, Missouri

· The lynching of Frank Embree

July 22, 1899 

Fayette, Missouri

· Inscription: “Bo pointn to his niga.” [sic]

Additional inscription: Klan 4th, Joplin, MS, 1933  


Marion, Indiana. August 7, 1930 


Framed Postcard with hair sample from the lynching of Thomas Shipp and Abram Smith.

Presented 3 years after the incident took place on August 7, 1930 at Marion, Indiana. This particular incident is significant because a third young boy, Mr. James Cameron, was spared by the lynchers. Mr. Cameron recounts his narrow escape, and the tragic death of his boyhood friends in “A Time of Terror” (Black Classic Press).

· The lynching of Claude Neal (?)


Marianna, Florida.  1934


L’Inexorable Loi de Lynch 


Inscription on back in French is loosely translated:  “Unyielding lynch law”  

“A negro, accused of having attacked and killed a child in Marianna, Florida, was torn from his prison cell by the enraged crowd, tortured and hanged.  N.P.M.: The mutilated body of the negro hanging from a tree.”

· Artists Respond to Lynching

After the Civil War and the inception of lynching as a means of Control, and to instill terror, artists from many fields began to respond creatively to express their outrage. Novelists, playwrights, poets and composers all took pen in hand to denounce the plague of lynching through their art. Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen and others produced work that attacked the practice of lynching and urged resistance. In 1936, the NAACP sponsored a landmark exhibit that brought together some of the most celebrated visual artists from across the United States. The next year Abel Meeropol wrote a poem that became the song Strange Fruit. Along with Claude McKay’s If We Must Die, Strange Fruit became the most recognizable artistic statements on lynching, resistance and America’s shame. 

Later, in the 1990’s Hip-Hop artists like Public Enemy, who incorporated social justice issues in their music, inherited the tradition of creative protest that had been born 100 years earlier.

· The Black Christ, by Countee Cullen

Note frontispiece illustration from the collection of poetry

· The Black Christ, by Countee Cullen

Note frontispiece illustration from the collection of poetry

· Countee Cullen (photograph)

· Scottsboro Limited


By Langston Hughes with Illustrations by Prentiss Taylor

· Hazy Shade of Criminal 


Public Enemy LP cover. 


1992

· International Response

Displayed here are some examples of how the foreign press presented America’s lynchings to their audience.  The growth of the United States’ influence as a world power, as well as the expansion of various means of communication, helped to create international interest in America’s lynching drama. Later, anti-lynching forces in the U.S. used this foreign attention strategically and actively encouraged foreign scrutiny of lynching incidences and their aftermaths. 

International coverage and interest reflected a range of perspectives from sober analysis to sensationalized and highly graphic features. Some of the coverage reflected the anti-lynching sentiments of the journal and of its readers and this fact was not lost on American anti-lynching forces. Foreign opposition to lynching in the U.S. was often expressed in illustrations that depicted the contradictions between America’s stated ideals and the actual experiences of  African-Americans. Some journals, such as Le Petit Journal and Le Parisiene, as pictured here, used realistic depictions and dramatic recreations of lynching incidents.

Ida B. Wells-Barnett and Jessie Daniel Ames, both noted leaders of the anti-lynching crusade, traveled to Europe to spread the word about their work and were well received by the press in the countries they visited.  Walter White, Executive Secretary of the NAACP during the height of the lynching years, often sent articles on lynchings to the press in Latin America. White and other leaders also noted that, in 1938, Hitler responded to U.S. criticism of Germany’s treatment of Jews by pointing to the mistreatment of Blacks in the U.S. and to their murder at the hands of lynchers.

In its early years, the Soviet Union was particularly active in highlighting lynching atrocities to gain propaganda victories. Soviet imagery of lynchings horrors were part of a larger campaign to recruit disaffected Americans to the Communist cause. On display are Soviet postcards and a detailed poster.

· “Un Abominable Crime A Duveyrier”

Le Petit Parisien, Paris, France


October 20,  1901

· La Caccia ai negri a Springfield, nell’ Illinois: un episodio 


della lotta selvaggia 


La Domenica del Corriere, Milan, Italy 


August 23-30, 1908 

This illustration appeared after the lynchings of Scott Burton and George Donigan in Springfield, Illinois in August of 1908.

· Effroyable Lynchage en Amerique


Le Petit Journal, Paris, France


December 14, 1902

· “Scene De lynchage Aux Etats Unis”

Le Petit Journal, Paris, France


May 7, 1911

This illustration presents in vivid detail what has come to be known as the Opera House Lynching.  On April 21, 1911 in Livermore, McClean County, Kentucky, Mr. M. (William?) Potter, charged with murder, was abducted from his cell and taken to the town opera house. There, he was bound and placed on stage. Town residents were invited to come and watch the lynching and charged entry fees according to where they wished to sit. Those in orchestra seats were allowed multiple opportunities to shoot at Potter’s body while those in the gallery were limited to one shot.

In the wake of this barbaric act, the Executive Board of the NAACP on May 2, 1911 drew up a memorial and sent copies, along with a plea for action, to the President of the United States, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Chairs of the Judiciary Committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives and to the press. Neither the President, nor the Congress responded or addressed the organization’s entreaty for action against lynching.

· Inscription reads: “Paul Reed and Will Cato, who murdered and burned entire Hodges 


family of five, July 28, 1904, near Statesboro, Georgia”

· Burned Bodies of Paul Reed and Will Cato

August 16, 1904.

· “A Crime Against Civilization”

Will Cato and Paul Reed Story 


Colliers Magazine 


September 3, 1904

· Paul Reed and Will Cato Case

“It is said by many that burning at the stake is barbarous, cruel and inhuman. Measured by the standards of law and morality, it is true, and yet these are crimes which go far beyond the law and punishments which the law is utterly incapable of administering adequately…the act was committed by two Negroes who were very devils incarnate… Admitting all that can be said in regard to lynch law and the enormity of crimes committed and its name, where is the man who can wholly condemn those who on yesterday avenged the cruel murder of the Hodges family?”

-From The Journal, Atlanta, Georgia

August 17, 1904 

· Ida B. Wells-Barnett (photograph)

· A Red Record, 1895


Ida B.Wells-Barnett

· Beginning in 1916, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) became the leading voice in the anti-lynching movement in the United States. Spurred by the increasing levels of violence and brutality directed against African-Americans, the NAACP built a campaign that appealed to America’s conscience, but depended upon its responsibility to enforce the rule of law. 

The NAACP led a tireless, but futile, campaign to pass federal legislation that would ban lynching and punish perpetrators. Even though some of their allies departed from them on this issue, strategists in the organization saw it as an important way for the elected leaders of the United States to make a strong statement against lynching.    

Its strategy also included direct appeals to law enforcement officials and mobilization of public opinion. Local chapters were encouraged to press legal action against lynchers while the national office and some branches produced and circulated pamphlets and other publications that assailed those in positions of authority who refused to act to prevent, or who ignored, lynching incidents. Later, as an incentive to encourage law officers to stand up to lynchers, they implemented an award that recognized the efforts of police and other officers who resisted the mobs and protected those in custody.

The organization compiled lynching statistics, which they used in their work. They also sent investigators and researchers into communities where lynchings had occurred to gather evidence and to provide solid support for their insistence that the rule of law could be an effective deterrent to the terror of the lynch mob.

· Finish the Fight Against the Lynch Mob: A Goal of the NAACP

NAACP Broadside

· The Lynching of Anthony Crawford

Abbeville, Abbeville County, South Carolina  Oct. 21, 1916


(Reprinted from the Independent) December 11, 1916


Pamphlet

· “For the Good of America”

NAACP Broadside


1922

· “The Lynching of May 1918 in Brooks and Lowndes Counties, Georgia ,”


September 1918 


National Association for the Advancement of Colored People


Pamphlet

Refers to the lynching of Will Head, Will Thompson, Hayes Turner, Chime Riley, Mary Turner, Sydney Johnson, Eugene Rice, Simon Schuman, and three other individuals.

· New Masses 


June 1931

· Lynching 


International Pamphlet No. 25, 1932


Harry Haywood and Milton Howard

· Communist and Socialist Organizations

Socialists and the Communist Party had been working to attract Black adherents in the United States since the second decade of the twentieth century.  A significant aspect of their strategy was to draw attention to the contradiction between America’s promise to its black citizens and its refusal to actively protect them from lynching.  They also encouraged Blacks to act in concert with other radicals in some organizations like the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) boldly espoused a class vision that united oppressed people wherever they might be.  IWW leaflets and pamphlets often featured lynching and used these incidents to illustrate the failed promise of capitalism and American democracy.  Some in the Communist Party advanced what it called the Black Belt Republic Plan (1928), that advocated control of the land and resources of much of the South of the United States by the Blacks who tilled the land.

The birth of the Messenger, a Black publication founded in 1917 in New York and funded by Socialists, was a key milestone in radical events and provided a Black socialist voice in the movement against lynching. 

· Russian Postcards, ca. 1930-50

· Russian Postcards, ca. 1930-50

· Russian Postcards, ca. 1930-50

In its early years, the Soviet Union was particularly active in highlighting lynching atrocities to gain propaganda victories.  Soviet imagery of lynchings horrors were part of a larger campaign to recruit disaffected Americans to the Communist cause and to damage the international prestige of the United States.

· Russian Poster



“The Atheist at His Bench”



Text around graphic reads:

“In God’s country, that is, the United States of America, the lynching of Negroes—the basest and most abominable form of expression of race hatred—has thrived under the Christian religion which exploits and is man hating through and through.  For the bourgeoisie and the clergy lynching is the highest expression of culture and Christian morals, an act pleasing in the sight of God.”

· Jessie Daniel Ames

Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of lynching

If the south is saved from a post-war era of violence, bloodshed, 

lynching and torture, it will be because sane white southerners 

begin now to work for, as well as talk for, the principles of democracy.
In 1930, at the height of one of the bloodiest periods in the history of lynching, a new set of voices was raised in the anti-lynching fight. Jessie Daniel Ames had recently seen disturbing reports of the lynching of George Hughes in Sherman, Texas and this event spurred many to action who had previously assumed that lynching as a practice was waning. Mary McCleod Bethune, educator, political activist, and a leading black voice in the anti-lynching fight, challenged white women to take responsibility for, and leadership in stemming, the lynching of black men that occurred, ostensibly, to protect white womanhood.

Although she was already a stalwart working with the Council on Interracial Cooperation (CIC) in Atlanta, and had already included anti-lynching in her other work, Ames saw a need for an organization that would bring women’s voices and views to the forefront. On November 1, 1930, Ames convened a meeting of 26 white women from church organizations, Jewish groups, and women’s clubs in the southeast. At the culmination of that meeting, white women, who had clamored for a voice in anti-lynching circles, founded the Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynching (ASWPL) and began to take a leading role in the struggle. The organization of the ASWPL followed many years of organized efforts by black women, many urged on by Ida B. Wells Barnett, and marked a new era in the anti-lynching fight.

Ames’ role in the movement was not without controversy. Some have seen Ames’ leadership of the Association strong and effective, while others have pointed to her strong and unyielding opposition to the anti-lynching movement’s push for federal legislation. She will be remembered for her pioneering work but, as one historian has noted, under her leadership the ASWPL became a force for social order, but not for social change.

· Joint Meeting of the Special Committee of Negro Women of the Commission on Interracial Cooperation and the Central Council of the Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynching

· Special Committee of Negro Women of the Council on Interracial Cooperation

· Paul Robeson, Chairman



American Crusade to End Lynching

· Conference Program



Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynching

· American Crusade to End Lynching (1946) 

Notable signatories Albert Einstein, W.E.B Dubois, and Orson Welles


(Pamphlet)

The American Crusade to End Lynching

Spearheaded by Paul Robeson, the American Crusade to End Lynching was one of many interracial efforts that pressured elected officials to take concrete steps to end lynching. On September 23, 1946, Robeson led a delegation to meet with President Harry Truman and to present him with a series of recommended actions necessary to avert further deaths at the hands of lynchers. The delegation included Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown, President of Palmer Memorial Institute; Dr. Metz T.P. Lochard, representing John H. Sengstacke of the Chicago Defender; Max Yergan, President of the National Negro Congress; Dr. W.N. Jernigan, President of the Federated Council of Churches; and Rabbi Irving Miller, of the American Jewish Congress.

That meeting, marked by sharp disagreements between the President and the members of the delegation, illustrated why activists had long been frustrated by the reluctance of politicians to move decisively against lynchers and their supporters. Like President Franklin Roosevelt who had preceded him in office, Truman recited the political reasons for not pushing anti-lynching action at the federal level.

The Philadelphia Tribune reported that Robeson, joined by Aubrey Williams, publisher of the Southern Farmer, pushed Truman to send a message to Congress supporting anti-lynching legislation, and warned him that if the government didn’t do something to end lynching, Negroes would. In reply Truman pointed to the need for a political, not legislative, strategy and that the moment was not right.  Mrs. Harper Sibley, President of the United Council of Church Women and also a member of the delegation, drew a connection between the treatment of Jews in Europe and Negroes in the United States, which drew an angry response from Truman.

After the meeting, which ended with Truman refusing to take any action, the members of the delegation held a rally at the Abraham Lincoln Memorial and read a new Emancipation Proclamation to a crowd of 1,500. The proclamation said, in part: “We, more than 1,500 citizens assembled in our nation’s capitol to inaugurate the continuing American Crusade to End Lynching, are determined that the duly elected government of the United States shall fulfill its sacred trust by using the country’s every resource to end now the growing reign of mob violence in America.”

· Four Children Protesting in Street of 

Residential Neighborhood carrying a sign that reads:


“Protest Against Legal Lynching”


(Unidentified) 


Photograph

REFLECT AND RESPOND ROOM

· “We have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional and God-given rights...  I guess it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say, ‘Wait.’  But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim... when you are harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you are a Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance never quite knowing what to expect next, and plagued with inner fears and outer resentments; when you are forever fighting a denigrating sense of "nobodiness"; then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait.”

––Martin Luther King, Jr., April 16, 1963

(Excerpt from Letter from Birmingham City Jail)
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