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UNC system boasts recent successes

The UNCsystem consists of 16 higher education institutions across the state. The system is overseen by the Board of
Governors, which approves tuition increases, funding proposals and educational policies for the schools. Thomas Ross took
office as the 17th system president on Jan. 1 this year.
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By Elizabeth Johnson
Staff Writer

The UNC-system Association
of Student Governments will
continue its work as a student
advocacy group despite concerns
raised about its effectiveness.

The association was established
to give the system’s students a
voice in policy decisions made
by the Board of Governors —
the body that approves tuition
increases and budget proposals
for the schools.

UNC-system students pay an
annual $1 fee to help fund the
association that is made up of
representatives from all 16 of the
system’s universities.

After heated debate, Atul Bhula
was re-elected as the association’s
president in April. Bhula has been
criticized by some association
members for not holding execu-

tive officers accountable for their
job responsibilities.

Members have also ques-
tioned the association’s ability
to lobby on behalf of students at
the state legislature in Raleigh.
UNC Student Body President
Mary Cooper said the association
doesn’t have the experience to be
successful in its lobbying efforts
with legislators.

Cooper said she received some
emails from the association about
its lobbying efforts but ultimately
decided to take matters into her
own hands.

She traveled to Raleigh once
a week during May and the first
part of June to meet with legisla-
tors and lobby for lower state
funding cuts to the system. She
said she only saw Bhula once dur-
ing that time.

Now that the state budget has
become law, the UNC system will
lose 14.6 percent of its state fund-
ing — $407 million.

Chancellors and provosts will
determine how to implement cuts
on individual campuses in the
coming months.

Chandler Thompson, the stu-
dent body president at N.C. State
University, also lobbied legislators
with Cooper. The association’s
budget will not be affected by the
cuts, Thompson said.

“It is a pivotal year and ASG
should step up and be a strong
voice for the whole UNC system,”
she said.

Bhula has said his goal for this
year is to improve how the organi-
zation works internally.

Bhula is also guaranteed a spot
on the Board of Governors as
president of the association. In
his report at the board’s meeting
earlier this month, Bhula urged
members to avoid supplemental
tuition increases — a position also
advocated by system President
Thomas Ross.

“I would like to remind the
board — please don’t raise tuition
to offset these cuts,” he said.

Contact the State & National
Editor at state@dailytarheel.com.
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There are so many FREE ways to get around using

alternative transit.

Here are some helpful hints....

¢ Join the Commuter Alternatives
Program (CAP) and ride all DATA and
Triangle Transit buses free!
- Chapel Hill Transit is always free!

e Use our Trip Planner at GoTriangle.org to
find the best ride for you and take the guess
work out of catching the bus!

e Have a bike? Register it with the
Department of Public Safety to deter theft.
Also be sure to check out the UNC Campus
Bike Map to learn new bike paths!

- Find bike lanes, paved off-road paths
and wide outside lanes!

e Flying home over break? Get to RDU for
only $2! Just take Triangle Transit
Route 100 to RDU.

e Become a Zipcar member and have access

to a car whenever you need i,

e Make green commuting part of your
lifestyle. Use our Apartment Finder Map
and get a place just a bus or bike ride from
campus.

¢ Have friends at the other Blue School? Take
the Robertson Bus from UNC to
Duke for free! It runs every 30 minutes on
weekdays.

e Going to Southpoint Mall? It really is
this easy...
- From the stop on South Rd. at Fetzer
Gym take the Triangle Transit 800 and
it'll drop you off near the Movie
Theater at Southpoint Mall.

e Are you and your friend’s sporis fans?
- Team up with friends to carpool or
take the Tarheel Express bus to the

without owning one. Dean-Dome.
Cut and save this for later!
m ---------------’



