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at	the	bottom	of	the	
first	slope,	there’s	a	kiosk	
displaying	a	cross	section	
of	a	212-year-old	white	oak	
victim	of	hurricane	fran’s	
devastation	15	years	ago.	
one	can	feel	insignificant	
while	reflecting	on	all	the	
human	history	that	tree	
witnessed	in	a	life	that	began	
when	george	Washington	
was	president.

the	forest	landscape	
a	walker	encounters	up	
beyond	the	fallen	giant	is	
a	sharp	contrast	to	the	
undisturbed	north-facing	
slope	of	mature	beech	and	
tulip	poplar	that’s	just	been	
crossed.	ahead	is	a	mix	of	
struggling	small	trees,	some	

of	which	may	one	day	be	for-
est	giants	like	the	ones	that	
have	fallen	down	all	around	
them.	mounds	of	rocky	red	
clay	soil	are	scattered	about	
on	the	forest	floor;	these	
remnants	of	the	big	trees	
felled	by	hurricane	fran	give	
an	eerie,	ghostly	feel	to	their	
surroundings.

an	interpretive	marker	in	
an	area	of	scattered	big	trees	
where	saplings	fill	the	canopy	
gaps	causes	one	to	pause	and	
consider	the	possibility	that	
this	may	have	been	an	early-
settler	“wood	lot.”	the	for-
est	would	have	been	fenced	
off	to	contain	the	livestock	
foraging	within.	suitable	trees	
would	have	been	selectively	
cut	for	building	materials	or	
firewood.	this	was	certainly	
a	gentler	harvesting	of	forest	
resources	than	the	visually	

unappealing	practice	of	clear-
cutting.	

other	forest	history	
stories	are	found	along	the	
trail,	which	continues	up	
and	down	through	different	
forest	types,	including	some	
variously	managed	pine	
plantations.

if	you	explore	this	trail	
soon,	i’ll	wager	you’ll	dis-
cover	spots	you’ll	want	to	
revisit	for	wildflowers	in	the	
spring,	like	that	north-facing	
beech	slope.

excellent	maps	for	this	
and	dozens	of	the	other	
duke	forest	trails	are	avail-
able	at	duke	garden’s	gift	
shop	or	on	line	at	dukefor-
est.duke.edu.

Email Ken Moore 
at f lora@carrborocitizen.
com.

A thOusAnd wORds
by	joCk	Lauterer
do	you	have	an	important	old	photo	that	you	value?	send	your	300	dpi	
scan	to	jock@email.unc.edu	and	include	the	story	behind	the	picture.	
because	every	picture	tells	a	story.	and	its	worth?	a	thousand	words.

s
urely,	anyone	who	has	been	on	the	unC	campus	recently	surely	has	marveled	at	the	
giant	expanse	of	protective	plastic	sheeting	completely	covering	battle-Vance-pettigrew	
halls	as	workers	renovate	the	roof	and	exterior	of	those	administrative	buildings.	Look-
ing	at	the	spectacle	makes	me	recall	a	“bVp”	photo	from	another	day,	of	a	soon-to-be	
graduate	joe	depriest,	class	of	’67,	perched	on	the	fire	escape	back	in	the	day,	when	

these	were	men’s	dorms.	joe	would	go	on	to	serve	in	the	army	as	a	reporter-photographer	in	
Vietnam,	1968-’69,	returning	to	work	at	the	Charlotte Observer’s	gaston	County	bureau,	where,	
the	last	i	heard,	my	classmate	is	still	holding	forth	as	a	much-beloved	columnist.

prominent	red	clay	mounds	are	eerie	reminders	of	big-tree	hurricane	victims.

photo	by	ken	moore

Battle-Vance-Pettigrew dorms 1967

WATER WATCH OuR ReseRVOiRs ARe 65.70% FuLL

PReCiP this mOnth: .97”					PAst 12 mOnths: 38.02”

CustOmeR demAnd  mon:	6.988	million	gallons	/	monthly	avg:	6.52	million	gallons		

estimAted suPPLy:  359days	worth

The Rhine Research Center Institute
for the Study of Consciousness presents

An Evening 
of All American

Music
with selections by Gershwin, Gould, Copland, 

Joplin, Sondheim & Kern

A tribute concert honoring William F. Higgins
receiving the first J.B. & Louisa Rhine

Distinguished Service Award

Featuring Katherine Kaufman Posner, Soprano, described at 
the Metropolitan Opera as one of the greatest voices of her generation, 

Jerrold Posner, Violin, who has been called a “powerhouse violinist,” 
Shannon French, Mezzo Soprano, Susan Timmons, Piano, and James Longmire, Bass.

Friday, February 4, 2011 •  7 - 10pm
Nelson Music Room on the Duke University Campus

$40.00 per person ~ Reception to follow

Special guest speaker, 
Joseph W. McMoneagle

The Mayor of Durham, William V. Bell 
will proclaim February 4th 
Rhine Research Center Day

For ticket purchase in advance or more information,
please visit www.rhine.org or call 919-309-4600

Invites you to create
your dream wedding

Gift Registry • Favors
Rehearsal Dinners • Bridal Showers

Catering • Receptions
Custom Cakes

Everything
but the Dress
January 26 - February 9 

201 South Estes Drive • University Mall • Chapel Hill  
919.929.7133 • Open 10-7, Fri ‘til 9 • southernseason.com

Brides & 
Wedding 
Planners 
Welcome


