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The origin of high-elevation 
mountaintop balds continues to be 
debated among regional ecologists; 
the one point of agreement is that, 
left undisturbed, the balds of north 
Carolina will perish. a diversity of 
management techniques including 
tractor mowing, grazing by cattle 
and goats and labor-intensive hand 
pruning are being evaluated.

for years, i have wanted to partici-
pate in one of the sahC bald-clear-
ing projects. i was happy to be a part 
of this year’s effort, where, with brush 
cutters and pruning loppers, we 

humans – in the old pioneer barn-
raising, working-together spirit 
– cut and grubbed blackberry 
brambles, alder thickets and even 
those revered purple rhododen-
dron to recover acres of formerly 
open grassy bald. supervised by 
sahC, in cooperation with the 
u.s. forest service, The nature 
Conservancy and the appalachian 
Trail Conservancy, we were simu-
lating the work of mountaintop 
herbivores of past times. 

along the appalachian Trail route 
to grassy ridge, we observed a 
fenced grazing area supervised by a 
goat herder keeping watch over 40 
angora goats. some Carrboro resi-

dents may want to “adopt a goat” 
to help with the roan goat grazing 
project supported by friends of roan 
mountain (friendsofroanmtn.org). 

i am so in love with the roan 
and its gray’s lilies that i can’t give 
enough thanks for the stewardship 
efforts of the southern appa-
lachian highlands Conservancy. 
becoming a member of sahC, 
(appalachian.org) provides nu-
merous opportunities during the 
year for walks and hikes over 
other sahC western Carolina 
highland natural areas, as well as 
other roan “mow-offs” scheduled 
this summer and fall. go visit the 
roan, and you’ll fall in love too!

Members 
of Southern 
Appalachian 
Highlands 
Conservancy 
working at 
6,000-foot 
elevation to 
protect the 
Roan Mountain 
grassy balds from 
encroachment 
of woody 
vegetation.
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Sam	and	Nancy	Boone,	2001

A	thOuSANd	
wORdS
by JoCk LAuteReR

do you have an important old 
photo that you value? 
send your 300 dpi scan to 
jock@email.unc.edu and include 
the story behind the picture. 
because every picture tells a story. 
and its worth? a thousand words.

W
hen we moved back to Chapel hill in 
2001, i was delighted to hear from two 
retired university librarians, sam and 
nancy boone. The contact came in 
the form of a batch of 4x5-inch photo-

graphic negatives from 1951, along with a note from sam, 
the longtime staff photographer for the Wilson Library, 
where my granddad, Charles rush, was head librar-
ian from 1941-55. in the note, sam doubted i could do 
much with those old oversized negatives — not know-
ing that i have a darkroom that is state-of-the-art 1975. 
i made the prints, which led to a series of meetings at 
sam and nancy’s charming home at 57 oakwood drive, 
just beyond glen Lennox. it didn’t take long for sam to 
realize that i coveted his old 1947 Crown graphic, which 
he not only bequeathed to me but also taught me how 
to use. What a learning curve! The hefty two-fisted 4x5 
graphic is about as far as you can get technically from the 
almost idiot-proof digital cameras of today. i had much to 
learn about the discipline of the single shot. but i lost sam 
before the lessons were complete, when he died in may 
2008 at the age of 89. nancy followed in January 2009. 
i always felt i never got to properly thank them for their 
generosity and hospitality, so i honor them here now, as 
i do every time i pick up sam’s wonderful old camera. 
maybe next week, we’ll look at one of the photographs 
made from sam’s 58-year-old negatives. 
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Celebrate the tomato!
Tons of Tomato Fun

Saturday, August 1 • 9 am to 12 noon

Join the South Estes Farmers’Market and University Mall
as we celebrate everything tomato!

Includes:
Tomato Tastings

Tomato Surprises by local chefs
Music • Kids activities

Just look for the Farmers’Market tents
in the parking lot near A Southern Season.
It’s all about tomatoes and all about fun!

SHOP MONDAY – SATURDAY: 10 AM – 9 PM | SUNDAY 1 – 6 PM
201 SOUTH ESTES DRIVE | CHAPEL HILL | 919.967.6934 |WWW.UNIVERSITYMALLNC.COM

Look for us on Facebook.

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients
since 1992

Service above and
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

Carolina Taxi
& Shuttle
Reliable taxi service to and from 
RDU airport, Chapel Hill,
Carrboro and Durham
Student and
senior discounts!

919 883 4677 mycarolinataxi.com

Tuesdays and Thursdays with Kim

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10-8 • SATURDAY 10-6
102 EAST WEAVER STREET

DOWNTOWN CARRBORO
932-HIVE • WALK-INS WELCOME!


