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Stone Center Highlights Cape Verdean Culture in “Brown Bag Lunch” Discussion 

CHAPEL HILL – The Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History at the University of North Carolina is set to feature Ines Brito in a “Brown Bag Lunch Discussion” on Monday, October 27th at the Carolina Inn located on the campus at noon.  Hailing from the Cape Verde Islands about 380 miles off the coast of West Africa, Brito will discuss the distinctive aspects of Cape Verdean culture and the making of its ethnic identity in migrations to the United States.

Cape Verde immigrants in the United States faced a major hurdle in coming to the United States because their language, Krioulu, a mixture of Portuguese and various African languages,  made it difficult for them to make the transition. Also, the vagaries of Cape Verdean racial and ethnic identity created tensions in communities where they settled and tried to adapt.

A former professor for the Instituto Superio de Educacao (ISE), Brito has taught the Cape Verdean language at the University of Massachusetts at Boston Summer Institute and is currently a Native Language Specialist.

Brito is also set to be present at the Curtain Talk for Cesaria Evora’s performance on the October 28th and will specifically touch on two featured genres of Cape Verdean music styles, Morna and Coladera, which are infused in Evora’s music.  Mornas are generally poems played on the cavaquinho, guitar and piano. Coladera, considered the counterpart to Morna, is highly rhythmic and became popular in the 1930s.

Refreshments will be served so please RSVP by October 24th.  The Stone Center encourages and supports the critical examination of African American and African diaspora cultures.  For more information about this and other Stone Center programs, call (919) 962-9001 or visit our website at www.unc.edu/depts/stonecenter.

